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IntroduHion — The ambitious projeEls of Duphix ///.? 
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Juccefs — The decline of the French inUrejl—Maho* 
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EmULA riON is one of ihc mod forcible and 
operative principles in dates or individuals. Mar» 
in bis focial and folitary capacity is the artificer of 
|nian. Jiut it is dill one of the mod important 
efidcrata in morals or politics, whether this maf* / 
tcrjfpr.ng in his nature be ultimately beneficial to 
die fpecies, or whether, on the whole, its bed arc 
>t gieatly o\crbaIanccd by its word confcqucn^ 
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Si , TRANSACTIONS IN INDIA. 

The hiftofy of the two rival nations, which 
eminently exemplifies, arthe fame time that it ap- 
proaches ncareft to a decifion of this point, is th^ 
of France and England. The inceflant interfe- 
rence of their commerce and ambition, has creat- 
ed fuch a fpirit of envy, occafioned fuch a feries 
of depredations, rivetted fuch implacable preju- 
dices, and, for a long fuccefiion of ages, produced 
fuch a carnage among the fpecies, as are but little 
alleviated by all the advantages derived to either, 
from their fettled antipathies or reciprocal hofti- 
lities ! 

This ancient and prevailing charaftcriftic in the 
genius of cacli, has oftener than once portended 
the dcIlruBion of both. A political contention, 
however, has thus eftablifhed itfclf between them, 
which more or lefs affefts their minuted and mod 
important operations. It is drengthened and pam- 
pered by that luxury which rages in the centre, 
and extends its baleful influence to the extremities 
of all their dependencies. 

Such are thofe radical enmities which have not 
only deluged the whole continent of Europe re- 
peatedly in blood, but which in every quarter of 
the globe, and among all the nations on earth, 
exhibit to the eye of fpeculativc humanity, groupes 
of objefts which render them equallyjliocking and 
immortal. 

Thefe were but too fcrioufly and openly avowed, 
by th^ fird European government that ever inter- 
fered in the politics of Indodan. It was to de- 
fend themfclvcs againd the deep defigns and daring 
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intrigues of a Dupleix, that the Engiifh in (hat 
part of the world originally took up arms. And 
all thofe fplendid achievements which have hither- 
to marked their fortunes in India^ bear a ftriking 
rcfcmblance to the genius and meafures of that 
confummatc ftatefman. 

Paris and London are not greater rivals in Eu- 
ropCi than Pondicherry and Madrafs were former- 
ly in Afia. Their religious prepofleffions and pc* 
culiarities, their natural averfions, and their inte- 
relled jealoufies, were unhappily corroborated and 
extended by their vicinity, in being fituated in 
the fame province, their commerce, in tra- 
ding in the fame articles, and their aim, in accu- 
mulating and grafping at the fame advantages. 

Dupleix, who added to a wary, fubtle, and pe- 
netrating underdanding, the molt romantic and 
indefatigable fpirit of enterprife, infpired his fel- 
low-adventurers with all the inveterate and here- 
ditary animofity of his native country againft the 
Englifh. His envy was peculiaily heightened and 
aggravated by our fuperior profperity. We had 
fccured fevcral valuable cllablifhments in various 
parts of Indoflan, many years before the French. 
Our countrymen, much to their honour, had hap- 
pily and wifely conciliated the good opinion qf 
the natives. Their traffic was fair, and their man- 
ners irreproachable. Circumfped in their inter- 
courf'c with the Indians, punflual in their payv 
ments, and faithful to their engagements, they 
commanded refpeft, and were treated with confi- 
dence. The goods they imported were of thcr 
B 2 *bc{l 
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bell quality ; and the quantities of Afiatic manu- 
facture, and various other commodities, which 
they Cent to Europe, were prodigious. Thcfe cir- 
cumftanccs were contemplated by the French with 
envy, in proportion as they interefted the neigh- 
bouring princes in our fiiccers. 

The genius of Dupleix was ill calculated to brook 
fuch a manifeft inferiority. His ambitioi) was 
rouzed, and he determined on a feries of meafures 
which, he flattered himfelf, could not but terminate 
in cftablifhing the French on the ruin of the Eng- 
lifli intcrcfl. Notwithftanding the formidable 
obflaclcs which he had to furmount, from the ad- 
vantageous fcttlcmcnts we poffefled, the prejudi- 
ces of the natives in our favours, and the regular 
and permanent form our commerce had aflumed, 
his abilities were equal to the talk. And at a 
time when the government of the Mogul (truck 
Europeans as irrefiftible ; when to them the 
magnitude of an Indian army was an objefit of a- 
ftonifhmcnt and terror ; when their fcttlcmcnts 
were yet in their infancy, and commerce on a 
very narrow fcale, fecluded every idea of con- 
queft ; when their diftance from the parent (late, 
the paucity of their number, the defpotifm of the 
laws by which they were protected, and the bar- 
barous forms of jullice to which they were daily 
witneffes, rendered them affable, affimulating, in- 
duftrious and inoifenfivc : this fagacious politi- 
cian difeovered the two leading principles by whk)i 
the prcfeiu fyftcin of rapacity, oppreffion, and 
peculation, has been matured, aiKl is itillfupportcd. 

A fecure 
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A fecure and unremitting attention to the trade 
of India ciFeaually convinced him, that it never 
of itfelf, and as it then Hood, could be any confi- 
derable objeft to the French nation. The infinite 
reftriftions and difadvantages under which it la- 
boured, were by no means compenfated either to 
the public or individuals, by the profits it produ- 
ced. Every article in which they dealt was fub- 
jeded to fuch a variety of duties, and obnoxious 
to fuch a numerous train of great and petty offi- 
cers, through whofc jurifdiftion it pafTcd, that it 
was impoffible to bring it to the market with al- 
nioft any certain profpeft of gain. It was alfo 
cuAomary for tlie Nabobs to extort with rigour 
and exaftnefs a certain fum annually from all Eu- 
ropeans who prefumed to trade in their dominions. 
They were, at the fame time, obliged to keep 
garrifons in their feveral fadories, and fupport 
fuch a force as they deemed necefTary for the pro- 
tection of their perfons and properties in the evgnt 
of a war among the country powers. All this oc- 
cafioned fuch an immenfe expenditure, as the 
emoluments of a commerce, thus contracted, im- 
peded, and precarious, was by no means Calcu- 
lated to defray. 

The perfect: conviction of a faCt fo mortifying to 
the pride of adventure, by which the French, 
efpccially under the conduCl of a Dupleix, were 
animated, muft have impelled them to have finally 
abandoned India, but that his fagacity and dif- 
cernment fuggclted a competent refourcc in the 
dcfeCl of martial genius, which he could perceive, 
B 3 even 
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even then, to be a predominating feature in the 
charafter of the natives. No European troops, 
before his time, had once took the field againft the 
Prince in whofc dominion they refided, or aQed 
as principals in the political altercations of the 
country. The plains of Indoftan were, notwith- 
ftanding, perpetually covered with armies. A ge- 
neral peace was unknown, and from the fpirit of 
diffention that prevailed, feemed impra6licable in 
the empire. The whole continent of India was a 
theatre of difeord, in which a violent llruggle for 
fupremacy, treafurc, or territory, was conftantly 
carrying on by fonie of its Rajahs or Nabobs. 

Thus, the want of adhefion in the political fyf- 
tem; the want of difcipline in the armies; and the 
want, perhaps, of the true military fpirit in the 
natives of Indollan, tempted Duplcix to conceive, 
that by taking fuch a part in the competition as a 
prudent ufe of circumftances might dired, there 
was a much greater certainty of accumulating 
wealth, and accpiiring glory from fighting, than 
from commerce. He confequently refolved, with- 
out hefitation, to profit by thefe difeoveries, and 
to render his obfervations at once fubfervient to 
the intereft of his employers, and the honour of 
his nation. A more than ordinary attention was 
henceforth paid to the affairs of the military. The 
ftate of the army was inrpe6ied with accuracy, the 
difcipline of the troops was enforced with addi- 
tional circumfpctlion, and every poffible expedi- 
ent Was adopted to complete their numbers, to 
rouzc their ardour, Mto render them formidable. 

The 
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The execution was not lefs mafterly than the 
conception of his plans. He attached himfelf to 
the int'ereft of Chundafaheb, whofe powerful con- 
ne6lions on the one hand» and defperate fortunes 
on the other, rendered him no improper tool of 
French policy. This man had given fevcral fpe- 
cimens of an enterprizing mind, but all his pro- 
jefts had hitherto failed. His parts, his addrefs, 
and his magnanimous temper, endeared him to 
his friends, and even procured him refpeft from 
his enemies. Though at this time a prifoner in 
Satarah, where he had been clofely confined for 
eight years, the power of the Carnatic, on the 
bloody ufurpation of Anwarodcan, deemed him 
the fitteft perfon to conteft the nabobfliip with 
that hated tyrant. Duplcix guaranteed the ran- 
foms for which the Marratocs confented to rclcafe 
him. And after a great variety of military adven- 
tures and viciffitudes, in which the celebrity of his 
talents, as a foldicr, was cltabliflicd and extended, 
he was received with open arms by Murzafajing, 
grandfon of Nizimmuluch, who then difputcd the 
vice-royalty of the Deccan with his uncle, Nazir- 

This prince fgon perceived the afcendancy of 
his new ally, and treated him with a confidence 
and dlflinclion not inferior to the opinion he had 
formed of his abilities and integrity. Chundafaheb 
readily acknowledged his authority, and eafily 
prevailed on him to renew and authenticate his 
claim on the nabobfliip of Arcot, by ilfuing letters 
patent for that purpofe. A rcfolution was confe- 
B 4 tjucntly 
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quently formed, of fubjugating Anwerodcan, as 
^ preliminary ftep to a fuccefsful conteft with Na- 
zirjing. The french intereft was folicited ; Du- 
pleix approved of a fchemc probably formed at his 
inftancc. The Nabob of Arcot was defeated, and 
fell at the battle of Amboor ; but his death proved 
to Dupleix, and his allies, only cutting off the head 
of a hydra. The caufe ol' Mohommcdally, fcr 
cond fon of Anwarodean, was cfpoufed by a 
ftrong party of the neighbouring armies, who 
dreaded the ambition of Chundafaheb. At their 
defire, Nazirjing marched into the Carnatic with 
a ftrong army. His nephew, Murzafajing, who 
oppofed his claim to the hibadiip, was now indu- 
ced to accept of the oft'ers made by his uncle. 

This hidden agreement deranged for a moment 
the affairs of the allies. But Dupleix, ever fertile 
in rcfources, found means of creating diffeiifion in 
the court of the fuba [1750]. A confpiracy imme- 
diately took place ; and while Nazirjing, relying f)n 
the faith of the French, with ^hom a formal treaty 
had juft been concluded, and the loyalty of the 
tributary Pitans, who were with him in the held, 
abandoned himfclf {{)e(lem!naey, the former made 
an attack on thofe unfulpefling troops who were 
moft in his intereft ; and the latter raifed the ban- 
ners of rebellion, and murdered their prince in the 
midft of his guards and the view of his army. 

By this uncxpetled revolution, Murzafajing, 
the fteady fiiend of the French, was inftantly pro-: 
claimed Siibah of the Dccean. A large territory irf 
the vicinity of Poudicheriy, a diftriH ftill more 

valuable 



TRANSACTIONS IN INDIA, 9 

valuable, near Karical, in the kingdom of Tan- 
jore, with the city of Maffulipatnam, and all ii& 
dependencies, which produced, in all, an annual 
revenue of about thirty-eight thoufand pounds, 
were inftantly ceded to the French. 

The treafures of Nazirjing were valued at two 
millions five hundred thoufand pounds. Dupleix 
fhared of this immenfe booty two hundred thou- 
fand pounds, bcGdes jewels. In the gorgeous drefs 
of a native prince, he was the firft that did homage 
to the new fubah. He was then declared governor 
for the Mogul, of all the countries fouth of the ri- 
ver Kirllna, a territory nearly equal in extent to 
the whole dominions of France in Europe. He 
was invcilcd with the power and title of Munfub, 
or commander of feven hundred horfe. He was 
even permitted to bear, among his enfigns, that of 
the j^/i, an honour never conferred but on natives 
pf the higlicll difiindioii. All money, current in 
llie Carnatic, was allo to be coined at Pondi- 
^cherry ; and all the Mogul's revenues in the coun- 
tries of whicli Dupleix was appointed vicegerent, 
pvcrc in the firft inllance to be depofited with him. 
1 hundafahab was appointed nabob of Arcot, un- 
per his authority. 

! By the death of Murzafajing, [Jan. 4 , 1 75 1 ] who. 
|ikc his uncle, fell a viftiin, foon after him, to the 
rapacity of the Pitans, this torrent of good fortUno 
tcccivcdaiemporary check. Thegenius of Dupleix, 
bwever, prevailed over every misfortune. Chun- 
iafaheb fora while fupportedhis authority in the Car- 
natic, under the aufpiccs and fupport of the French 

intereft, 
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fntereft, with profperity. Mahommedally, affiftcd 
bytheEngUfh,and all the adherents of his family, re- 
treat before his viftorious army. He followed them 
to Utatoor, to Siringham, and to Trichinopoly. 
The deftinies of this great warrior overtook him at 
laft. Reduced by the fuperior conduft of his ene- 
mies to capitulate, he put himfelf in the power of 
Monahjee,thc Myforean general, who immediately 
ordered his head to be cut off [1752]. Thus was 
this formidable army, in the fpace of little more 
than two months, reduced to the necelTity of throw- 
ing down their arms, and furrendcring at difcrc- 
tion- ^ 

Even this difafter was in foinc degree compon- 
fated, by the fuccefs of the French arms, in fup- 
portingthe claims of Salabaijing, to the fubahfhipin 
the northern provinces of the Decan. This cam- 
paign was condufted by Buffy, a foldicr of expe- 
rience and capacity. He marched to Canaul, the 
capital of the Pitan nabob, who had llain the for- 
mer fubah, and determined that the city fliould 
fuffer for the treachery of its lord. 

Having put all the garrifon to the fword, and 
imprifoned the wife of the late nabob, with her two 
fons, after treating witli the general of the Marrat- 
toes, the army entered Golconda, where Salabct- 
jing publickly afeended the throne or mufned, as 
fubah of the Deccan. He then received letters 
from an ambafl'ador, who pretended to come from 
the court of Dchli, for the purpofc of thus invefting 
him with all the cnfigns of goverment. This he 
deemed ncccffary to fccurc a welcome reception 

in 
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in Aurengabed. Balgerou, the Marrattoe general, 
found new caufes of breaking with him, but he 
forthwith invaded their country, and the difference 
for the prefcnt was adjufted. He was oppofed by 
a formidable confpiracy of combatants, in his march 
to Golconda, t)ut had the good fortune to defeat 
them in a pitched battle. His rival and elder bro- 
ther, Ghaziodin Khan, was difpatched at Auren- 
gazeb by his mother, who poifoned him. The 
important fcrvices of Diipleix were rewarded by a 
folemn appointment to the nabobfliip of Arcot. 

In this manner did Dupleix proceed in aggran- 
dizing his nation, accumulating advantages to the 
Company, incrcafing his own fortune, and efta- 
blifliing his reputation. He raifed up Rajahfa- 
heb, the fon of Chundafaheb, to counteraft or 
defeat the intcrefl of Mohommed Ally in the Car- 
natic ; and with cxquifitc addrefs, by his afeen- 
dancy over the native princes, by the liberality of 
his prefents, and by the fagacity of his intrigues, 
as well as by the terror of the French arms, he 
finally realized the claims of Salabetjing. His 
views, however, were not fuflficiciuly leconded by 
thofc officers, to whom the various expeditions he 
planned were entrufled. He did not receive thofc 
reinforcements and that affiflancc from home, which 
the exigencies of his fituation required, which his 
projofls fuppofed, and which he had been taught 
to expeft. But, the greateft impediments to his 
fuccefs arofe from the Britifh Triumvirate, Law- 
rence, Clive, and Sanders, who, at that time, had 
die charge of our affairs in Indi^, 
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During the brilliant career of Dupleix, the Eng« 
lifh, reftrained by the Company at home, had hi- 
tlieno remained moil unaccountably inaftive.— 
The daring airaflTination of Nazerjing, which over- 
whelmed them with horror and adonifhment ; the 
variety of white flags, which, as trophies of con- 
queft, cnfigns of fovcrcignty, or fignals of defi- 
ance, furrounded the Englifh prefidency of 
Fort St. David, are the two memorable circum- 
ftanccs which co-operated with national enmity, 
to rouze their lethargy, and excite their emulation. 
The death of the fubah, by the treacherous Pitans, 
ilruck them as the black contrivance of Dupleix, 
that his politics of intcrcfl and conqueft might be 
no longer thwarted, by managing the oppofite in- 
tcrefls of two fuch powerful rivals. And they 
confidcred the triumphant flags which flreamed in 
the vicinity of Fort St. David, as an infult to the 
Britifh chararicr, fince it was impoffible to open 
their eyes, without contemplating the mortifying 
Cgnaturcs of their own infignificancc and difgracc. 

The prefidency was then under the dirc6lion of 
Mr. Sanders, who arrived in India but a fliorttime 
before the death of Nazirjing. Convinced by 
that event, of the vafi ambition and extenfive ob- 
jcbl to which Dupleix afpired, he refolved to fruf- 
trate his projecls as much as pofTible. His faga- 
city, his pcrfcvcrance, and his refolution, enabled 
him, on many occafions, to command a fuccefs, 
under circumllances peculiarly inaufpicious. But 
the military departments were filled by officers of 
genius and enterprize. Major Lawrence was the 

firft 
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}rfl who introduced a regular difcipline among the 

E ritifh forces in India, and trained the natives who 
ined them, to fight in the European manner. It 
IS under this hardy veteran that Clive imbibed 
the rudiments of war. By the joint efforts of thefc 
two great men, occafionally affilled by able Ad» 
mirals, and fubordinate officers of confidcrable me- 
rit, the bold defigns of Duplcix, and the Court of 
Vcrfailles, were difappointed, of ellabliffiing an 
univerfal monarchy in the empire of Indodan, to 
the utter exclufion of every other European. 

The nature of this work, however, prevents our 
going, with any degree of minutenefs, into the de- 
tail of the fcveral campaigns which difUnguifhed 
thefe early periods of the Indian war. It is necef- 
fary only to recapitulate fuch a feries of general 
fatts as may preferve our narrative entire^ and in- 
troduce us to a more diliin6l and circumftantial 
acquaintance with the later and more interefting 
part of the hillory of our commercial ellablilhmcnts 
and territorial acquifitions in iliat quarter of the 
globe. 

The firft favourable circumnancc which revived 
the courage of the Fnglifli, and imprefi'ed the na- 
tives with a conviction of their bravery, was an 
expedition againft the province of Arcot, under 
the commajid of Clive. With an handful of un- 
difeipiined men, lie furpriled the capital of this 
rich dillrift, and fidlaincd it againft a regular fiege 
of three months, by a numerous army, whopr, 
notwiddtanding a furious affault in three differont 
places, he repulfed with great (laughter £1754]* 

He 
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He was then reinforced by a party from the army 
at Trichinopoly, and a confederate body of Mahr- 
ratoes, which encouraged him to march in fearch of 
the enemy. The forts of Timrey, Aranic,* and 
Conjeveram, fell before him, and in a general en- 
gagement at Caveripaukc, he routed at leaft throe 
times his number of troops, and took a large party 
of French prifoners. The fort immediately furren- 
dered. 

Marching acrofs the country he came to the fpot 
where Nazir-jing had been treacheroufly (lain. 
There a town was rearing with great alacrity, to 
commemorate that execrable tranfaftion. Its name 
was Dupieix-Fatcabat, or the town of Diipleix*s 
viQory. Coins were ftnick with fymbolical repre- 
fentations of the faft. A (lately pillar was at the 
fame time preparing, inferibed with feveral elabo- 
rate deferiptions in the French, Malabar, Pcrfian, 
and Indollan languages, to be ereclcd as a monu- 
ment of French prowefs and good fortune, Clive 
ordered the whole to be erazed, which the army ac- 
complifhcd with expedition and dexterity. It proba- 
bly infpired them with an aufpicious prcl'age of their 
fuccefs over the declining fortunes of the enemy. 

From this place the troops proceeded to Fort 
St. David; nor did they meet or fee a finglc 
fquadron or party of the French, or their allies, 
during the whole march. Their late defeat fuc- 
ceedijig to former difgrace, had totally broken 
their fpirits, deranged their operations, and dif- 
perfed their numbers. Their cavalry attached 
thcmfclvcs to the governors of I'uch diftritls as were 

yet 
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yet in their intcreft, the Europeans and Sepoys 
were recalled to Pondicherry, and Duplcix was fo 
incenfed againft Rajahfaheb, the Ton of his former 
friend and ally, with whom^ on that account, he had 
intrufted the command, that it was feme time before 
he would allow him to appear in his prefence. 

Thus the Englifh fuccefles, under the aufpices 
of Major Lawrence and Captain Clive, recovered 
in the fpace of a few months, in favour of Ma- 
hommedally, the tried friend of the Company, 
an extent of country in the Carnatic, thirty miles 
in breadth, and fixty in length, the annual revenue 
of which, including that of the famous pagoda of 
Tripetti, amounted to upwards of erne hundred and 
fixty thoufand pounds. 

It was at this time [1752] Major Lawrence return- 
ed from England, and alfumed the command of the 
army. He poflclTed the fingular magnanimity of 
regarding with admiration, the certain prefages of 
fuperior genius in young Clive, whom, notwith- 
flanding his youth and inexperience, he confultcd 
on all occafions. By the advice of this officer, the 
army was dircacd. Major Lawrence remained 
with the main body, on the fouth of the Caveri, 
while Clive was fent with a ftrong detachment to 
make a diverCon on the north of the Calcroon. 

Clive fuccecdcd even beyond the Major's moll 
fanguinc expcflations. The troops fitenicd infpired 
with the ardour of their leader. Notwithllanding 
the fuperior force of the enemy, they poffefled 
thcmfclvcs of Pithandah and Otatoor. D'AutcuiI, 
tv ho commanded the French, was known to aim at 

a junc- 
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a junftion with the confederate army, who encamped 
at Seringham, and for whom he had a reinforce- 
ment both of men and money/ It was of confe- 
quence to intercept this fuccour. The forces under 
Captain Dalton were confequently ordered to join 
thofe of Clive ; and this generous officer, though 
fenior in command, that no difputes might impede 
the fervice, had the gallantry to accompany the 
expedition as a volunteer. This party coming up 
with the enemy at Valconda, a fmart engagement 
look place. The French were fo completely van- 
quifhed, that the whole, with their commander at 
their head, were made prifoners by the Englifh. 

Nor had the Major Icfs fuccefs. He perceived 
and availed himfclf of the diffienfions which pre- 
vailed in the enemy's camp. He followed them 
into the ifland, and by every military manoeuvre 
which the moft confummatc fkill in the 'profeffion, 
zeal in the fcrvicc, and a perfeft acquaintance with 
the charafters of the Indian chiefs, enabled him to 
perforni, cutoff all communication with the coun- 
try, and rendered their fituation a complete block- 
ade, In confequcnce of thefe operations, the va- 
rious powers of which the confederacy confilled 
began to ffiift for themfclvcs, and to make what 
terms they could with the Engiiffi. Many of them 
joined the oppofitc intcreft; fome having obtained 
leave to pafs the river, returned to their refpeftive 
homes; and the French, flint up in the pagoda of 
Jambakiftvia, were Toon obliged to capitulate. 

This whole war, in which a profufion of blood 
and treafure was expended, was almoll confined to 

Triclii- 
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Trinchinopoly and its dependencies. A variety of 
inferior forts, in the adjacent territories, were con- 
ftantly changing niafters. No confiderable advan- 
tage was gained on eitiier fide, though many fkir- 
mifhcs took place, and leveral bloody battles were 
fought. It was a fccne in which the genius of the 
natives was exhibited to advantage. The Euro- 
peans contemplated with altonilhment the profound 
duplicity which reigned in their camps, and the 
confummato addrefs by which they incclfantly en- 
deavoured to over reach one another. To theit' 
Want of accuracy and manlinefs in the diferimina- 
tion of clianitter and conduO, they added a ma- 
nifeft dcfefl of refolution and forcfight. Their 
wars were carried on with the fame inattention to 
fyllcm, as fierce, as cowardly, and as mercilefs, as 
tholb of tygers. Their politics degenerated into 
intrigue, or conflfled only in the piddling ma- 
noeuvres of fharpens, who have no other objedf 
than circumvention. Their alliances invariably 
originated in avarice or revenge. Their confede- 
racies were without unanimity or fpirit, and their 
attachments equally deftitute of fricndfhip and prin- 
ciple. 

Nor were the Europeans an objea of lefs no- 
velty to fuch of the natives as were capable of ob- 
fcryation. The dccifion of the field generally dc- 
p^ded on the condua of the French or Eng- 
• ISiO fpe6laclc could be more carious and 
•ntereftmg to a perfon placed in the pagoda of 
Trinchinopoly, than one of thede battles which 
vers fought in its vicinity. The aaion for the 

mod 
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moft part was left entirely to thofe rival troops, 
who, though feldom more than a thoufand in num- 
ber, were often hotly engaged, while their refpec* 
live allies, in prodigious fwarms, hovered at a dif- 
tance, fpeftators of the fray, and anxious for the 
iflue. 

A war thus tedious and abortive, difpofed the 
prefidencics of the two companies to think of com- 
promifing their differences by treaty. This pro- 
duced the famous congrefs at Sadrafs, which, after 
much difcuffion and altercation among the com- 
miffioners, produced nothing but a complete proof 
that the titles of Dupleix were a forgery. Mr. 
Sanders, who fuperintended this conference with 
his ufual fidelity and accuracy, perceiving his can- 
dour and moderation oppofed only by prefumption 
and evafion, after protefting, in the moft folemn 
manner, againft whatever had been aftumed on the 
fiftitious claims of Dupleix, difmiffed the deputies, 
and put an end to the bufinefs. 

This deteftion, for the prefent, baulked the ex- 
pcBations which the profpc 61 of peace had raifed 
in both prefidencics. Hoftilities were therefore 
continued, and had probably been protrafted to 
great length, as well as agitated with frefli ardour 
and animofuy on both fides, but that Dupleix was 
recalled from the government of Pondicherry, and 
his fucceffor ordered to make peace on any terms. 

No news could be more acceptable to all who 
were difpofed to promote the commercial interefts 
of the two companies. Gadeheu, the new gover- 
'" '(itions to the prefidency 
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of Madrafs without delay. A fufpenfion of arms, 
for three months, was inftantly declared, and it 
was agreed, presided the two companies, who re- 
ferved to themfelves the right of altering or annul- 
ling whatever in the treaty they might think pro- 
per, acqiiiefccd in the opinion of their fervants; to 
renounce for ever all Moorifli government and dig- 
nity ; never henceforth to interfere in any diffe- 
rences which might take place among the princes 
of the country, and to deliver up to the govern- 
ment of the empire, all places captured by either 
during the war, excepting fuch as fliould be llipii- 
lated to remain in the polfcffion of each company. 

The revenues arifing from this war to the rcfpec- 
tivc companies, at the ceffation of holljlitics, which 
w ere prodigioufly in favour of the French, demon- 
ffrate how different the motives were on which it 
was carried on, and how fuperior, perhaps, the 
mcafures of Duplcix had always been to thofe of 
his rivals. 1 he exchange of the prifoners alfo 
proved, that however iideritir we might be in the 
cabinet, we beat them in the field. For though 
their reinforcements from time to time, as well as 
ilicir allies, were much more numerous than ours, 
nine hundred french prifoners were now in our 
cuffody, for two hundred and fifty Englifh which 
were in theirs. 

Notwithftanding thefc appearances of tranquil- 
lity, a variety of circumffanccs occurred to render 
a general peace impradicablc. d'he finances of 
Mahommedally were almoft totally exhaufted.— 
Ihe tributary Polygars, with great^ profeffions of 
^ 2 attachment, 
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attachment, ^were united only in the backwardnefsi 
of their payments. The colleffion of the Arcot 
revenues were indifpcnfible. A party of troops 
were therefore difpatched, under the command of 
Colonel Heron, to recover what arrears were due 
to the nabob, in the fouthern diftri6ls. This un- 
fortunate expedition, without ctfeftually ferving 
the nabob, Uimulated the prefidency of Pondi- 
cherry to new hoftilities; which, however, by pru- 
dence and arrangement on our part, were for the 
prefent happily quaflicd. 

The cdablifhmcnt of Mahommcdally in Arcot, 
the capital of his dominions, was alfo attended with 
a variety of petty difputcs, which could only be 
fettled by a military Force. The principal feene of 
thefe tran{a(dions was the Northern Circars. The 
detachment which went on this fervicc was com- 
manded by Major Kilpatrick. But, after exhauft- 
ing every reroiircc of cvafion which cunning, chi- 
canery, and even treachery could fugged, without 
cITetl, mod of the Polygars made good their con- 
tributions, and acknowledged their dependance. 

It was about this lime that Admiral Watfon and 
(’a plain Clive undertook an expedition againd the 
piratical confederacy on the Malabar coad. The 
numerous rivers which interfcB this part of the 
country, {’warmed with llcetsof armed vcflels, which 
lublidcd only by plunder. Every fpccies of trade 
carried on in thofc (has, was confcquently harrafled 
and obnoxious to perpetual outrage, by the ban- 
ditti who ficqiicnted and infefted them. 


One 
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One Angria was at the head of this formidable 
:ombination. He. derived from his predeceffors a 
powerful fleet and confiderable territory. His de- 
predations on the (Itips of all nations, who did not 
purchafe his protcaion at a great price, daily in- 
creafed his confequence. The Company were at the 
annual expence of fifty thoiifand pounds, in oidci 
to exempt their commerce from his lapacity. 

Admiral Watfon, in conjunaion with fevcral 
tranfpprts commanded by Clive, direHed his courfe 
for Gheriah, tlie capital of this naval robber. 
Though flrong by nature, and confidcrably fortified 
bv art, it cQuld not withfiand the danger to which 
thefe preparations expofed it. Angria retreated to 
the Marattos, whom he hoped to appeafe by pre- 
fents, or amufe by flipulations. The garrifon, 
without a commander in whom they could confide, 
the affiftance of engineers, or indeed any folid 
profpcB of fuccefs, did not even attempt a regular 
defence. The fort furrcndcrcd, after a fmart can- 
nonade, and there were found in it a large quantity 
of military [lores, and a hundred and twenty thoii- 
fand pounds in money, which, without any referve 
cither for the nation or the Company, was fhared 
among the captors on the fpot. And happy had it 
been for the Britifii charadcr, for the natives of 
Indoilan, and for the intcrcfl of the Company, if 
their civil or military fervants had never indulged 
a fpecics of more criminal peculation. 

No event fince the late treaty bore a more fa- 
vourable afpeft to the Englifh interefl than the dif- 
miffion of the French troops under the command of 
C 3 Dt 
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De Bufly, from the fervice of the fubah. It hap- 
pened at Savanore, which lies two hundred miles 
fouthweft of Galconda. This formidable connec- 
tion had been long an eycTore to the Company, 
who knew it to be a fource of certain aggrandife- 
ment and opulence to their rivals. The miniftry 
of Salabatjing were alfo difgullcd by an ally, whofe 
conduft was no Icfs affuming and lofty than his de- 
mands were exorbitant and infatiable. The Eng- 
lilh had confequcntly the lefs difficulty of under- 
mining De Buffy and the French intereft in the 
viceroy’s favour. Their agents, though it is 
allcdgcd without any authority from them, ftipu- 
lated in their name that the fubah fhould have the 
fame affiftance from the prefidency of Madrafs, 
which he had formerly received from Pondicherry, 
and without any of thofe mortifying conditions 
which the French had thus ungcncroufly extorted 
from him, under the preffure of the moll critical 
circumftances. 

The party againft the French, among the various 
intrigues going forward in the vizir’s court, was 
every day acquiring additional influence from the 
well known principle of clpoufing the caufe of the 
llrongcR ; and Salabatjing, notwithftanding his re- 
gard for Buffy, had not fufficient refolution to op- 
pofe fo powerful a combination againft him. He 
was, in truth, like moft other great men, without 
a will of his own, and the more arbitrary a tyrant, 
from being fo much a have. Buffy, the moment the 
refraHory nabobs had made their fubmiffion, was 
therefore, at the inftigation of his enemies, ordered 

to 
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to leave the fiibah's camp, and march without de** 
lay for Pondicherry. 

This able officer received, and immediately pre- 
pared to obey, the unexpected mandate, with that 
indignant pride which it is fo natural for the noble 
and brave to feel, when their bcft ferviccs are only 
thus rewarded with the blacked ingratitude. 

In this manner had the conteds of the Europeans 
long raged in the Deccan- like a hurricane. By the 
attention of the Prefidency to the Company’s inte- 
red at the mouth of the Ganges, the dorm for a 
moment fubfidcd. Buffy, in the mean time, ef- 
fcCled a reconciliation with the fubah, and during 
this diort interval of repofe, the affairs of his go- 
vernment were interrupted only by the petty in- 
trigues of rival omrahs. 

Nothing of material confequcnce, indeed, to 
cither party, wasatprefent agitated in the Carnatic. 
The chiefs,' as ufual, carried on the trade of plun- 
der, treachery, and ad'affmation, in the frontiers, 
while the heart of the country enjoyed a momen- 
tary ceffation of hollilities. It was, however, but 
the tranficnt dumber of tlie wretched, who fuddcnly 
awake to new and more aggravated miferics. 

The war which France and England foon after- 
wards commenced, involved, more or Icfs,^ all their 
intereds and dependencies in India. Many of the 
principal provinces of the Deccan, and efpecially 
the fouthern and northern vicinities of the Carnatic, 
were univcrfally embroiled by freffi didurbances. 

The two Companies regarded the motions and 
connetlions of each other with jealoufy and ran- 
C 4 cour. 
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(:our. The policy of the natives in all its darknefs 
and obliquity became the favourite fludy of both, 
and both made wonderful proficiency in this per- 
nicious and difgraceful fcience. 

A new competitor put in his claims for the fubah- 
fliip of the Deccan, fupported by all the weight of 
legal authority, and a powerful combination of the 
mod warlike princes in the empire; a ftrong rein- 
forcement of troops landed from Europe, and the 
fovercignty of the Indian fcas was difputed on the 
Coromandel coall by the h^nglifli and French fleets, 
with the utmoft inveteracy and valour. Every part 
of this vaft peninfula, where either of thefe nations 
had any intcreft or alliance, fuftered all the ravages 
of war for a feries of years. The two prefidcncies, 
and the principal of their refpedive faQorics, were 
alternately belieged and relieved by their refpcc- 
tivc forces and allies. Many of them, even in the 
courfc of a few months, repeatedly changed their 
mailers, their inhabitants, and their garrifons. 
Here the Britifli arms evidently partook of the gene- 
ral good fortune which at that period every where 
attended them. I’hcy baffled cveiy confederacy 
that threatened to check their fiicccfs. They de- 
fended Madrafs; they took Pondicherry ; they re- 
covered Calcutta, with infinite advantages; and 
they acquired the revenues of a rich and extenfive 
territory, amounting, it was faid, to upwards of 
three millions a-ycar. 

The romantic campaigns of Lally are frclh in 
cvcr\* man s remembrance, who recollefls the glo- 
rious and triumphant conclufion of that memdrablo 
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war. He loft Mafulipatam, and the northern pro- 
vinces, by recalling De BufTy from Salabatjing, 
and appointing an officer of inferior abilities to fuc- 
ceed him in that critical fituation. He wafted 
much time, much treafure, and many lives, with- 
out cfFe6f, in an inveftment of Madrafs, which 
might have been occupied in co-operating with the 
allies of the French Company, and extending their 
intereft. He crippled his army by the large de- 
tachments which he fent to Seringham, and enabled 
the Englifti, in confcquence of their taking poffef- 
fion of V^andevafh and Corangoly, to extend their 
barrier fouth of the Palier. 

Thefc, however, were not the caufes which 
ruined the French in India. There is no country 
in the world in which war is fo expenfive as this. 
The lofs of the French, and our advantage, by the 
capture of Chandernagore, and our other important 
acquifuions in the rich province of Bengal, drove 
them from India. The Britifh conquefts on the 
Coromandel and the Malabar coafts were atchieved 
by Clive on the banks of the Ganges. 

Tally might be deficient in the local knowledge 
of the country. Perhaps he conceived too con- 
temptibly of the native princes to make the beft 
ufe of their aftiftancc. But he was obliged to aQ;. 
on the fea coaft without a fquadron, and when he 
penetrated into the interior parts of tlic country, 
his allies were refradory, and his troops mutinied 
for want of pay. Notwilhftanding thefe impedi- 
ments, out of ten battles he had only loft one, and 
might Weft be allowed, after gaining nine battles, 

»nd 
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and taking ten places with the fame troops, to re- 
treat before fuperior numbers. 

But Lally, like many other great men, owed his 
fall to the reAitudc of his feelings, the contumely 
of his wit, and the feverity of his difeipline. 
From the moment he landed at Pondicherry, he 
cxprclfcd the mofl: determined averfion to the ve- 
nality which every where furrounded him. Supc- 
rior to the mean pra61ices connected with pccuni- 
^ry purfuits, he regarded thofe who had no other 
objctl, with unequivocal contempt. He was or- 
dered to inveftigate thofe enormities which had 
impovcriflicd the Company, and to punifh the de- 
linquents. The evils he was deftined to redrefs, 
were peculation, difobedience, treachery, plunder, 
cowardice, and mutiny. 

The office was unpopular, and Lally erred, in 
thinking himfelf entitled to a cordial reception 
from thofe who detcflcd, and thought their fafety 
endangered by his bidinefs. He was foon convin- 
ced what he may cxpe6\ who would wreft from 
the wicked the Ipoils of iniquity. A league was 
inllantly formed to defeat the end of his appoint- 
ment ; and thofe who ought to have co-operated 
with him in the fervice, were ftudious only tohar- 
rafs him with difficulties, as their own ruin could 
be avoided no other way than by accompliffiinghis. 

Whatever conjcaurcs may be formed of the 
many fplcndid events which give a luftre to this 
period of the Britiffi flory in the Deccan, and 
throughout the whole Indian peninfula, as in 
every other part of the world, our arras were 

ultimately 
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ultimately viSorious. This feems not to have been 
the fcene in which the French were deftined to 
reap their laurels. Their troops, perhaps, had 
never any where behaved fo uniformly ill. — 
They fled at Caveripaukcy they fled at BahooVy they 
fled twice in Tanjorcy they laid down their arms at 
Volconddy they furrendered at difcretion in String- 
haniy they failed twice before Cudalorty twice be- 
fore Arcoty twice before Trinchinopolyy and at the 
fiege of which one half of them were made pri- 
foners. 

They were now finally worfted. Peace was 
once more rcllored to the Carnatic, and the enemy 
every where diflodged from their faftnelfes. Pon- 
dicherry was captured and erafed. Vellore was 
alfo taken, after a vigorous refillancc. The grants 
of the northern circars to France were at the fame 
lime difannulled, and their fovoreignty perpetually 
invefted in the Englifh. And, by the peace of 
Paris, Mahommedally Cawn was acknowledged na- 
bob of the Carnatic, and Salabatjing lawful fubah 
of the Deccan. 


CHAP- 
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CHAPTER IL 


Revolutions in Bengal — Siirajah Dorvlah — Meer JaJ- 
fitr — Cojjm Ally Cazun — The Company s acccjjion to 
the Dcwannec — Su]ah ul Dowlah — Treaties — Lori 
Clive goes out to India — Sclell Commiite — Alter cation 
with the Memhers of the Board. 

Our military tranra6lions on the coatt of Co- 
romandel were fuddenly fufpcnded, by intelligence 
which the prcfidcncy of Madrafs received from 
Bengal. Siirajah Dowlah, a young prince without 
parts, experience, or humanity, had almoft annihi- 
lated our intcreil in that divilion of the empire. 

In June, 1756, Fort William, after a brave de- 
fence, under circiimllanccs peculiarly dillrcffing, 
furrendered to an immenfe army, headed by the 
nabob in perfon. The town was burnt and pillaged, 
the treafury of the Company plundered, the publick 
works demolifliedjanda hundred and fifty of thegar- 
rifon, who furvived the capture, thrufl intoaftrong 
dungeon, not more than eighteen feet long, and four- 
teen feet wide, with only two holes barricaded by 
iron bars, where they remained all night in fuch 
a (late of fuftbeation, from want of frefh air, the 
heat of the fcafon, and their own perfpir^tion, 
that moll of them pcriflicd in a violent delirium. 
On the morning twenty-two Verc found merely 

alive* 
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Jive, and exhibited fuch a pifture of diftrefs, as 
uiman nature has fcldom luffercd or furvived. 
This dreadful information was received by our 
:ountrymen on the coall with infinite horror and in- 

E ignation. It was a misfortune the more ferious and 
larniing, that it had not been forefeen, and which re- 
uired all the ftrCngth of the Company to furmount. 
After a mature, and, on fuch an emergency, per- 
ihaps a tedious deliberation in the council of Ma- 
prafs, Clive was ordered for Bengal, at the head of 
liine hundred Europeans, and a thoufand five hun- 
dred I'epoys. Watfon and Pococke were at the 
fame time defiined to fecond his operations by fea, 
with a fleet of two (hips of the line and three large 
frigates. 

The armament which had thus left Madrafs in 
Odober, after encountering various difalters from 
crols winds and adverfe currents, appeared in a 
very fliattered condition before Mayaporc, in the 
latter end of December. And notwithflanding 
many of our forces were not arrived, the fort of 
Buzbuzia, ten miles up the river, was attacked 
next day and carried, though not without con- 
fiderable diiiiculty. 

The army, eager to regain Calcutta, and to re- 
venge the fhocking catalhophc of their country- 
men, prefled forward to that place ; which, how- 
ever, was abandoncxl by the garrifon on exchang- 
ing a few fliot with the Ihips which anchored in the 
road, The general dcvallation which a barbarous 
and infuriate enemy had committed on a fpot fo 
qidcarcd to the Englifli by long rcfide nee, the 


con- 
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convenience of its harbour and fituation for com- 
merce, and the fplendour of its public edifices^ 
was a fpetiacle which many of its late inhabitants 
on their return, and thofe who knew it in its bettei 
days, ccmtemplatcd with the (trongeft expreflions 
of horror and anxiety. 

There was, however, no lime to waftc in una- 
vailing regret. Clive entrenched his troops within 
four miles of the fadory. In a few days the exaf- 
perated fubah made his appearance at the head of 
a prodigious army, approached within a few miles 
of the Knglifh, and pitched his own tent in a gar- 
den at the back of the town. An attempt was 
made to amufe our people with offers to form the 
balls of a negotiation. But riifpeBing treachery 
in thefe overtures, a plan was formed for attacking 
the head-quarters next morning. For this purpofe 
between four and five Inmdrcd Tailors landed from 
the fleet at one o’clock. About two the troops 
were under arms, and marched by four to the at- 
tack of the nalxib's camp. Clive s intention was 
to have feized his cannon, and flonned his tent ; 
and his plan had probaj)ly been executed ; but 
when day-light appeared the army was involved in 
fuel) an impenetrable fog, that they could not fee 
three yards before them. I'his circumftancc equal- 
ly affeding our troops and the enemy, the greateft 
confufion enfiicd, and continued till the Euglifh 
had marched through the whole Indian camp. — 
So biifk a fire was however kept up, that we loll 
near a hundred men ; the enemy twenty-two offi- 
cers 
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cers of diflin6lion, fix hundred foldiers, and about 
the fame number of their moft ufeful animals. 

The fuccefs of this unexpefted attack fo effec- 
tually damped the fubah s fpirits, as well as the 
courage of his omrahs and the great men near his 
perfon, that he was now as anxious to conclude a 
ferious reconcilement with the Company, as he had 
formerly been to harrafs or amufc them. It was 
therefore agreed, that he fhould reftore the Com- 
pany's faftories, with fuch of the plundered effefts 
and monies as had been regularly brought to ac- 
count in the books of his government. He allowed 
the fortifications of Calcutta to proceed; gave leave 
to coin money in amint of our own; exempted all 
mcrchandifc under the Company’s paffports from 
tax, fee, or impofuion ; permitted them to take pof- 
felfion of the thirty-eight villages afiigned them by 
the emperor Furrukfliir, and rcinliaLcd them in all 
their former privileges. 

Political treaties in Indoftan, as in Europe, are 
binding only v.hile it continues the intereft of nei- 
ther party to infringe them. The Enghfh did not 
enjoy their advantages witii moderation, nor the 
nabob regard his engagements with fidelity. They 
captured the French fettlements at Chandornagorc 
without his confent, and he afforded their enemies 
afliflancc without confulting either their interefl: or 
his own honour. A frefh rupture was the confe- 
quence, and both prepared for new hoftilities. 

A committee for dircHing the military opera- 
tions in Bengal, had been appointed on the com- 
mencement of the war. It confifted of Drake, 

Watfon, 



32 TRANSACtlONS IN INDIA. 

Watfon, Clive, and Kilpatrick. Clive fuggefted 
the indil'pcnfible neceffity of an immediate revolu- 
tion in the government of the fubahlhip, without 
which, in his opinion, there could be no perma- 
fient clldblifhmcnt of the Englifh intcreft. His 
idea was implicitly adopted, and the completion of 
the meafurc left to his management, in concert 
with Mr. Watts, the Company's rchdent at the 
court of the nabcjb. 

It was a curious and ftriking occurrence in the 
viciiritudcs of human fociety, for the agents of a 
mercantile affociation, at fuch an immeni’e diftance 
from their native country, to meditate the downfal 
of a government by whofc indulgence they enjoy- 
ed a nuikitudc of privileges, and which, for extent 
of territory, for population, for revenue, and for 
commerce, had fcarcely an equal in the world. — 
Nor was it the lead extraordinary eircumftance at- 
tending a confpiracy thus fingularly daring and at- 
trocious, that the execution of it was entirely con- 
figned to the petty commander of a few battalionSy 
a mere pecuniary fatlor, and one or two inferior 
agcins, of defperate fortunes and equivocal prin- 
ciples. 

It was the ruin of Surujah Dowlah, that, to the 
(Irongefl habits of obllinacy and avarice, he added 
iguonince, temerity, and cruelty in the extreme. 
Intoxicated with ideas of his own confcquencc, the 
high prerogatives of his fituation in the empire, 
the iiilignilkancc of his fuhje 61 s, and the impotence' 
of his enemies, he not only afted without forefjght 
and without f\{lcm, but there was not a Tingle om- 

rah 
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tall in whom he could place the fmalleft confidence, 
or who could afford the leaft advice. All of them 
confulting his humour, rather than the difficulties 
under which he laboured, encouraged him in the 
abfurd and fatal policy of making war on the Eng- 
lifh, whofe power and refourcesmufl; have appeared 
fully to him, who has been heard to fay that he did 
not believe there was ten thoufand men in all Eu- 
rope, altogether incapable of ferioufly affeffing his 
interell;. Indeed he had only alfe6led from the 
firft to be ofi'ended with their fcrupulous attention 
to their own i'afety, as implying a diflruft of his a- 
bility or inclination to proteft them, or from an 
idea of their immenie opulence, was defirous, un- 
der the pretext of aflerting his authority, to poffefs 
himfclf of their treafure.' This unworthy ohjeft 
was, however, profecuted with an ardour and flea- 
dinefs which would have done credit to a better 
caufe. Little fufpefting, while thus invefied 
with all the dnfignia of fovereignty, furrounded 
with multitudes of flaves, and conirouling the fi- 
nances' of the empire, that his throne was fhortly 
to be ufurped, his fate pronounced, and his riches 
divided by a handful of traders. 

Even among his own friends and dependents, 
his choleric and avaritious difpofition, his treache- 
rous and daltardly paffions, were fources of eternal 
apprehenfion and rhiftrufl. The difTatisfaclions of 
the court foon pervaded the camp, and the prin- 
cipal officers in the army, from motives of felf- 
prefervaiion as well as of refentment, agreed with. 
Clive and Watts to annihilate the powxr of the 
D tyrant. 
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tyrant. So dcr[)erate and dctennined are tlie 
groaiefl flavt^s in nations the mod cReininate and 
puhllriiiimous fometimcs rendered, by the rigid | 
cxcrcife of dcipotifni ; and fuch is the dangerous 
pre-eminence of occupying a throne eftabliflied 
in blood. 

The choice of a fucceffor fell on Meer Jaffier, 
on account of his riches, his high rank, and the 
great influence he poflefied both in the army and 
the councils of his fovcrcign. The treafonable 
negotiation wa;; carried on by the intrigues of 
Omichund, a black merchant, who, anxious to 
profit by fo important a tranfaflion, put a molt 
enormous price on his treachery. The principals, 
on fixing the ettimate of the whole, deeming his 
demands arbitrary and imprafilicable, refolved 
on difappointing his venality, without endangering 
their feheme, by trifling with his refentment. 

To accomplifii this manoeu'^re with the greater 
certainty, two treaties were prepared and authen- 
ticated by the lignatures of the relpeftive parties ; 
one in which the terms of Omichund were ex- 
prefled i another intended only to be obferved, in 
which no mention was made of his name. No 
arguments could induce Admiral Watfon to fign 
fo infamous an inftrument, but he connived at the 
ftratagem, by fuff'ering anotlier, at Clive's fuggef- 
tion, to affix his name. 

Thetreafuresof Surajah Dowlah were calculated 
exceedingly beyond tlicir value. Clive di£iated 
the negotiation; and fpecified' the diftribution of 
tlie boo^. Dazzled by the dignity to which he 

afpircd> 
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arpired, Meer JafTier implicitly acquiefced in what- 
ever was propofed. He engaged to give the Com- 
pany one million two hundred thoufand pounds j 
the European fufl'erers ilx hundred thoufand ; the 
fame fum to the navy and army; two hundred and 
fifty thoufand to the natives of the country, and a 
hundred thoufand to the Armenians. 

It was alfo llipulatcd, that thefe treafonablc ar- 
rangements fhould only take place when Mecr- 
Jafher fhould have foully betrayed his maflcr in the 
field. This memorable inflance of perfidy was 
afted in the Grove of Plaffey, [June 26, 1757J 
where the ftandard of rebellion was hoiflcd, and 
where a few hundreds of Britifh foldiers are faid 
to have acquired immortal honour, by facilitating 
the fanguinary machinations of traitors againft tht‘ 
dominion and life of their lawful fovereign, by 
taking advantage of an enemy thrown into confu- 
fion, and Convulfed by the death or defertioii 
of its officers, and by deluging the plains with the 
blood of an unwieldy multitude, witliout arms, 
union, confidence, or difciplinc, and equally in- 
capable of refinance or retreat. Mcer Mufdan, 
the moft faithful and accompliOied of TSurajah 
Dowlah’s generals, being mortally wounded by a 
cannon ball, the command devolved on the con- 
federate of the Englifh. This accident probably 
decided the conteft, as it removed the only indi- 
vidual who, by his prudence and ability, might 
have checked tlie confpiracy. Clive, who had 
gone to reft while the tragedy w^as tiding, only a- 
woke to wiinefs the concluding fccne. After rc- 
D 2 primanding 
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primandin" his officers for daring to fight withowt 
his orders, while he was ah. ’p, he marched with 
his ufual coolnclKand iiure}ndity at the head of a 
party, and drove the enemy from an advanced 
poll, where a few pieces tjf artillery had done con- 
fidcrablc e\ccution. The troops of Mecr Jaffier, 
at that infianr, drew oil' from the field of battle. 
This movement, connefled with the profound neu- 
trality which Clive had obferved in that divifiort 
of the army, foon cbnvinccd him who they were. 
This fpcftacle was not more pleafing to him than 
the new's of it proved alarming to the nabob. — 
Plunged as he was in defpair, from the conviftion 
that his confidence had been placed in a traitor, 
and no longer able to diferiminate his friends from 
his foes, he hurried from the fatal fpot, and fnatch- 
cd an inter val of miferable refpite from the defti- 
nics that furrounded him, by hurrying himfelf a 
moment, for the laft time, among his women 
and his wealth. His defeat was complete. Moft 
of the troops preferred the fortunesof Meer Jaffier. 
And Surajah Dowlah, as a dreadful IclTon to tyrants, 
was reduced, from wielding the rod of oppreffion, 
to confiik his own fafety under the difguife of a 
vagabond. His letroats w'ere foon difeovered, 
and thofo wIk) had deprived him of his throne, 
thought thcmfclvcs alfo entitled to put an end to 
his life. 

In this manner was fought the celebrated battle 
of Plalfcy. 'Pruth wdll aferibe the achievement 
to treachery, when the luflre of the aftors ccafcs 
to give brilliancy to the fatl. It was no new mode 

of 
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of difplaying military heroifm, and Clive was but 
a fervile imitator in making the experiment, firlU^ 
to bribe the general, and then to mafTacrc the 
troops. 

No fooner was Meer Jafiier feated in the murniid, 
[June 30th] than he found the treafiircs of his 
predeccfJbr utterly inadequate to the full and im- 
mediate difeharge of all his pecuniary engagements. 
His debts, by the ordinary expenccs of govern- 
ment, accumulated of courfc ; his allies were dif- 
fatisficd; his officers in difgull neglefled the dif- 
cipline of the army, and a total relaxation pre- 
vailed througli ail the gradations of authority.- — 
Eight hundred thoidaiid poimds in fpecie was at 
one time remitted to Calcutta. The tardinefs of 
the fubfequent difburfements, the jealoufics of the 
court, the encroachments and infolcncc of our 
countiymen, the nabob’s fufpicions, • and tlic in- 
trigues of his confidential fervants, ))rodnced fuch 
a complicated ferics of altercation, as terminated 
in an inveterate diflikc on both fidcs. 

The Company, on receiving ilie difpatchcs wliicli 
announced the fuccefs of their troops at Plafiey, 
had appointed Clive governor of Calcutta. It Jal 
then that the French were making their lall efforts, 
under I.ally, on the coaff of Coromandel. Clive 
projeaed the feheme of driving them from the 
\orthcrn Circars, which yielded a revenue of four r 
Imndred thotifand pounds a-ycar. This expedition 
was commanded by Colonel Ford, whofe fuccefs 
was as brilliant and complc-.c a.s, from the infinite 
^ 3 difficulties 
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difficulties .he had to encounter, it certainly was 
unexpe&ed. 

In the month of Auguft, 1759, the Dutch made 
their appearance in Hiighly river, in a hoftile man- 
ner. Notwithftanding we were then at peace with 
that nation, the governor determined to oppofe 
them. The nabob was called upon to fulfil his 
engagements, to order them forthwith to leave the 
river, and in cafe they did not comply with his or- 
ders, the Engliili refolvcd, under his fan8ion, to 
attack them. Seven Ihips full of men came with- 
in a mile of Calcutta, and landed fifteen hundred. 
Colonel Ford, who had juft returned from the 
conqueft of the Circars, was ordered to intercept 
them in their march to their faclory Chinfura. — 
This he did, with about a force of a thoufand men, 
fo cfTcQually, that of feven hundred Europeans 
not above fourteen reached the place of their def- 
tination. 7 ’iie (hips commilnoned by the Dutch 
for this clandcftinc expedition were at the fame 
time all taken. A treaty however took place, in 
which the Dutch EaftTtidia Company agreed to 
defray the cxpences of the war, and that they 
fhould never introduce forces into the nabob's 
country without his confent, or keep at all their 
Iculemcnts together more than a hundred and 
tweiuy-fivc foldiers. The Englifh alfo returned 
the captures they had made, which were valued at 
half a million fteiiing. 

This unaccountable event was roundly attributed 
U) the connivance of the nabob, who was now be- 
come odious for his cruelty, and dcfpicable for his 

infig- 
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tnfignificancfi. The Englifh immediately con- 
ceived the plan of a new revolution ; but had th« 
addrefs to difguife their intentions, under the ap- 
pearance of cordiality with the fubah. While 
affairs were in this tranquil pofture, and Meer Jaf- 
ficr deemed himfeif fexure in his government, he 
was fuddenly divefted of fovereignty [1760], in 
favour of his fon-in-law, Coifim Ally Cawn. 

Excufes were eafily fabricated for the repetition 
of this violent nieaiiirc. The defeds of his govern- 
ment were rcfolved into his want both of capacity 
and principle. He w^as charged with ingrdtititde 
to his benefaclors, bccaufe the Company's fervants 
were not uniformly prefer; cd to his own country- 
men. His ])rivate condud was expofed and black- 
ened by libels of the groffeft enormity. But the 
truth feems to have been, that Meer JafRer had 
adopted a policy which might not eventually coin- 
cide with the ambition and venality of his new 
maflcrs. Intoxicated by their late extraordinary 
fuccefs, and overwhelmed by the vafl; torrent of 
wealth wliich inccffantly flowed in upon them, the 
fpeculations, the projeds, and the dcfircs of frcfli 
acquifitions, which agitated the minds of thefe men, 
knew no bounds. And the natural inclination 
which the nabob unavoidably difeovered for reco- 
vering that independence which he had lofl, and 
which he had deemed effeiuial to the utility of his 
high fituation, only ftimulatcd them to hold the 
domination they had grafped with a tighter hand. 

Coflim Ally Cawn was not more patient under 
the controul of the Company, though he felt the 
D 4 ncceflity 
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necefTity of an implicit fubmifTion. An eftablifh- 
ment founded on their protcftion ftruck him, as 
not Icfs mortifying than precarious. It was attended 
with circundlances which divefted his character of 
Its proper influence. He thought himfclf entitled ] 
to the command of troops who were occupied in 
his fcrvice, and whom he was bound to pay. But 
every European in his army affeHed an indepen- 
dence, incompatible with the difcipline of the 
whole. The oflicer who headed thefe detachments 
took a pleafure in difputing his moft trivial orders, 
and cxpofing the imbecility of his government to 
the derifion of his fuhjeHs. h'rom the hour of his 
acceffion to power, icarcc a day pafled in which 
occafion was not taken, from the mofl. trivial oc- 
curences, of lefl’ening bis dignity, infulting his im- 
potence, and rendering his dependence on the' 
patronage of the Company irkfomc and infuppoft- 
ablc. 

It is impoflible that two governments of equal 
authority in any country can uniformly coincide or 
long fubfilt, without clafhing in matters of impor- 
tance. The abufes in moft of the ftibordinatc fac- 
tories weie become grofs and enormous. They 
aflbmcd the piivilegc of deciding in every difpute 
where their own intcrells were concerned ; foldier^ 
and fepoys attended their orders, and even officers 
in confidcrablc ftations in the country government, 
\vcrc ignominioufly beat at their define. They for- 
cibly feized the property of others, dealt indiferi- 
minatcly in all merchandize, fixed their own 
prices, extorted payment, hoifted Engliffi colours^ 

forged 
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forged pafles, and treated every idea of juftice with 
ridicule and defiance. The confequence was, that 
/hops were fhut up, and villages abandoned; and, 
the whole province was in an uproar, with outcries 
againft the tyranny of the Englifh, and the en- 
croachments of the nabob. But every llruggle 
made by the peafantry, and others, to prevent and 
repel ihefc extoitions, was conftantly conltrued 
into an attack on the rights of the- Company. 
When the nabob dated thele grievances, they 
were not reclreffed, and when he attempted to 
compromife them, he was charg(‘d with partiality. 

Thefe indanccs of dilrefpect were ill calculated 
to conciliate the attachments of a prince, formed 
on maxims of the moll barbarous defpotifm. But 
he had ftrength of mind to render his feelings fub- 
fervient to his duty and his intereft, and to make 
the experiment whether he could not obtain by 
policy, what he had fo little hope of remedying by 
complaint. His firft care was to reform the various 
abufes which had crept into all the departments of 
date. He difeharged the Company's debt, and. the 
heavy arrears of the army, retrenched the cxpences 
of his court, which had fo frequently impoverifhed 
his prcdcceffors, edabliflied his own authority over 
the country, by Icffening that of the Zimiiidars, 
increafed the number of his troops, and difeiplined 
them in the European manner ; and by a condayt 
attention to the operations of commerce, confider- 
ably improved the rcfources of the revenues. 

The Mogul princes, who underdood the true 
intereds of the empire, had, for the encourage- 
ment 
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ment of commerce, exempted the Englifh Eaft 
India Co’noany from many duties to which the 
^natives wcie fubjcclcd. They were poiTeiled of a 
paf]^)ort, uhicn procured their exemption at all the 
cullom-houfts and toll-bars in the country. But 
the fervantsof the Company, aware of their recent 
alcendancy over the government of the province, 
prodituted this privilege, to the obvious detriment 
of the culloms. Coflim Ally Cawn regarded this 
imperious commerce with indignation. He faw 
fuhjcCls excluded as aliens from their own trade, 
and the finances involved in the ruin of the coun- 
try. He adopted the magnanimous rcfiilution of 
declaring a free trade through all his dominions. 
This wile expedient was met with the confidence 
of avowed and determined injullice. The prcfi- 
dcncy openly denied him the power of prote 6 ling 
his fubjeds, by the rcmiflion of his own duties. 

He was therefore reduced to the ncccfiity of 
either tamely acquiefeing in their decifion, or com^ 
ing to an immediate rupture. The firll was a 
mcannels repugnant to his temper and principles, 
the fecond a meafurc which involved the moft im- 
minent difficulty and danger. He refolvcd, how- 
ever, to enter on the tafk preferibed to him by 
thefe untoward circum fiances, with caution and 
firmnefs. To avoid the infpedion of the fadory at 
Calcutta, he removed his court from Morfhedabad 
10 Mongfiir, two hundred miles higher up the 
Ganges. He fortified his (ituation with art and 
expedition, and enliflcd all the Perfians, Tartars, 
Armenians, and other foldicrs of fortune, whofe 

military 
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inilitary abilities and experience might be of fer- 
vice to his own. Every vagabond European, and 
all the fepoys who had been difmiffed or defertcd 
from the Englifh, he collcded and incorporated 
with his troops. He changed the Indian miifqucts 
from matchlocks to iirelocks, and had the inge- 
nuity to provide his army with an excellent train 
of artillery. And that his movements might not be 
reported or rendered abortive, through treachery 
or difl'enfion, l.c purged his court of llrangcrs, and 
fecretly cut off or threw into prifon every confider- 
able perfon in his dominions, who had (hewn any 
attachment to the Englifh. 

Thefe preparations fufhciently indicated his in- 
tentions. The knowledge of them threw the pre- 
fidcncy at Calcutta into a flame. The ftatc of his 
army and finances had lulled them into fccurity ; 
hut they wifely dreaded the intelligence, the enter- 
prife, and the fortitude of his chara8cr. Inured 
to the hardfhips of the field, he united the gal- 
lantry of the foldier with the fagacity of the ftatef- 
man ; and his mind, both from experience and in- 
formation, was fertile in all the refources of the 
country, and all the expedients of military adven- 
ture. 

It was by his obfervations on the charaflcr and 
forefight of this politic fiibah, that Mr. Haftings, 
who refided for feme time at his court, laid the 
foundation eff that celebrity which has fince diffin- 
guifhed him in India and England. His opinion 
that Coffim Ally Cawm was driven to extremity by 
the temerity of the Company’s fer\'ants, cfpecially 
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in the fubordinate factories, has been confirmed by 
every authentic document tranfmitted from the 
feeneof a6iion. Vanfittart, prefident of the coun- 
cil, uniformly avowed the fame convidion, and 
manfully oppofed every outrage which, in the 
whole of that fatal policy, fo inevitably tended to 
plunge the Company and the country into a frefti 
feries of bloody and expenfive hoflilities. Nor 
did he remit his endeavours to accommodate the 
dilFerenre thus unhappily fubfifting, till the breach, 
by the obllinacy of the one party, and the cruelty 
of the other, became abfolutely irreparable. 

His pacific intentions, however, were unfortu- 
nately controuled by a majority in the council, 
who fomented the enmities, indulged and avowed 
by the chief of the faBory at Patna, againfi: the 
nabob. Mr. Ellis, who afled in that capacity, had, 
in many recent inftances, treated the country go- 
vernment with contumely and defiance. The let- 
ters of Colfim to the prefidcncy are full of invec- 
tives againfi the infolencc and affcOation of autho- 
' rity which difiinguifiied his conduct. And Mr. 
Ellis, in his correfpondcncc with the board, has 
treated the fubah with a virulence and contempt 
which could originate only in the moft inveterate 
prejudice. 

Mr. Ellis was, unhappily, fupported in all his 
violence by the government in Calcutta. He com- 
manded a force for the proteftion of the fa6lory, 
nearly three thoufand firong. With this army he 
furprized Patna, a large city of confiderable trade, 
filuated on the Ganges^ about three hundred milejx 

above 
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above Fort William. The aflault was carried aU 
moft without refiftance. But the captors were too 
eager after plunder, to render their fuccefs of any 
folid advantage to themfelves or the Company. 
The Indian governor returned to Patna, within 
four hours after he had left it, re-took the place 
with as much eafe as it had been loft, and the Eng- 
lilh troops were every where either cut to pieces, 
made prifoners, or driven to take refuge in the 
fort. 

This event happened the very night in which 
Amyatt was difmiffed from the nabob, at whofe 
court he had been rcfidcnt for fomc time, and 
where he had endeavoured, without cft’efl, to bring 
Colfiin to an acquicfcencc with the nieafures of the 
council. 1 he condufl of this man, from a variety 
of circuniftances, bore at heft a fufpicious appear- 
ance ; and in his way to Calcutta, [June 24, 17633 
with I'evcral other gcntlcincn of his party, he was 
ireacheroully aftallinatcd by fome of the nabob's 
people, as they paflcd the city of Murriiedabad. 

The council of Fort William immediately con- 
fidered thcmlclves as impelled to unanimity, in 
their own defence. The murder of their ainbaf- 
fador inftigated revenge. Firft aggreftbrs, as they 
were in their attack on Patna, where Ihoals of the 
innocent and indullrious inhabitants fell a facrilicc 
to the ferocious rapacity of our troops, they allow 
nothing for the refentment of the natives, on ac- 
count of that atrocious aflion, but deemed every 
fublequent barbarity juftified by the death of 
Amyatt. This is made the oftcnfiblc reafon of de- 
claring 



46 TRANSACtiONS IN INDIA* 

daring war againft a people of whom multitudej 
were maffacred before that event was known, or 
could take place. Such an outrage to humanity 
and reafon is the arrogance of little minds in the 
Cxercife of defpotifm. 

Major Adams was therefore ordered to take the 
field, at the head of the Company's forces, and to 
direct his march to the capital of Bengal. Twice 
did the enemy difpiite his approach to Morflieda- 
bad, vvuh a liercenefs and rclblution fuperior to 
evciy exertion before obferved in an Indian army. 
[Augufl 2(1*!. 

'I’his important capture might difcoiirage, but 
did not dil'perfe the enemy, CoOlm did not flake 
his all on a fingle battle, but defended his domi- 
nions pals by pals. Nor did he hazard his own 
perfon in any engagement, where his officers might 
have made a merit of their treachery in betraying 
him, Thcfe errors, which had ruined fo many of 
the Indian princes, he carefully avoided. His 
army, however, was ftill unequal to meet that of 
the Company, difciplincd after the beft manner, 
fluflicd with vitlory, and animated in this rich and 
populous country with the conflant profpe6t of im- 
menfe booty. 

Soon after the two armies met on the plains of 
Garccali, in which the Indians appeared divided 
in regular brigades, with a train of fine artillefy, 
well ferved ; the fame arms, the fame accoutre- 
ment.s, and the fame clothing as the Englifh. Nor 
did they commence the cannonade till our troops 
began the attack. They maintained their ground 

in 
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in an obftinate difpute of four hours conftant fir- 
ing. In that time they broke a part of the Englifh 
army, and captured two pieces of cannon. But 
though twenty thoufand horfe, and eight tlioufand 
foot ftrong, they were obliged at laft to quit and 
abandon all their cannon to the Companv *s forces, 
who did not amount to more than three thoufand. 

The vidorious Englifli tlius left mailers of the 
field, purfued the enemy to the gates of Monghir. 
This place was llrongly fortified. It was the na- 
bobs refidcnce, and the center of all his military 
arrangements. It did not, however, much pro- 
tract the progrefs of the conquerors, hut furren- 
dered after oidv nine days open trenches. 

Coffim placed his lafl hope on Patna, which he 
had omitted no care or cxpcnce to ftrengthen and 
fecurc. lie enforced the garrifon with ten thou- 
fand men, and harraffed the extremities of the 
befiegers with large bodies of cavalry, which every 
where hovered round them. 

It was about this time that the cruelties of Cof- 
fim's nature, impelled by the circumRances to which 
he was reduced, were chiefly dilcovered, by hi& 
mafTacre of the Englifh prifoners in his cuflody. 
This barbarous fervicc could only be performed 
fey one Somers, a German of mean cxflraflion 
and flagitious principles. The Indian foldiers re- 
irolted at the (hocking command, and with a hero- 
iliii that does them honour, defired that arms might 
fee given to the haplefs men they were ordered to 
murder. They were, however, compelled to the 
odious fcrvicc. 7’he prifoners made a brave de- 
fence^ 
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fence, with no other weapons than their plates^ and 

their bottles, but were at laft all flaughtered. 

This favage manceuvre was of no advantage to 
Coffim. The befiegers redoubled their exertions’, 
Paifia, notwithllanding its fortifications and the re- 
peated {lirnidhes which the enemy had with our 
troops, vhd not refifl the attack above eight days; 
This reduced the nabob to abandon the province, 
[November 6th]. lie had loll all his polls, and 
ni(ijl of his troops. Sujah Dowlah, fubah of a 
neighbouring province, received him with open 
arms, but would not permit his troops to enter his 
dominions. He wilhed to piovidc the unfortunate 
prince with an afykim, hut was unwilling to bring 
the Knglilh into his countiy. 

I’hus ended a cam['aign conda6led throughout 
with abihiy and expedinon. Major Adams com- 
pleated, in Icfs than four months, the entire con- 
quefi of Bengal. He fought in that time four ca- 
pital a6lions, forced the llrongell entrenchmentir, 
took two conliderahle forts and near live hundred 
pieces of cannon, and totally defeated one of the 
molt rclpetlablc and rciblutc enemies we ever had 
in India. 

The remains of the Indian army, though pro- 
hibited to follow their leader, were fo far from be- 
ing idle, that in a fhort time ColTim prefentiid his 
new ally with the heads of fome Englilhmen whom 
his troops had cut off and preferved, as a dreadful 
proof of nicir afthity and zeal in the fervice. 
T he great Mogul was now with Sujah Dowlah. 
This barbarous trophy probably tempted them to. 

efpoufc 
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«rpoufe the caufe of Coffim. The council at Cal- 
cutta were, however, foon informed that thefe 
powers were refolved to reinftatc him in the govern- 
ment of BengaJ. 

The prefident and council immediately wrote to 
Sujah Dowlah on the fubjeft. They could not 
credit a report fo derogatory to his honour, that 
while he profeffed alliance he was capable of afling 
with hoftility. But they were felicitous to acquaint* 
him, that in cafe he fhould take their enemies into 
his friendfhip, they were determined to proteft 
Bengal from molellation of every kiiid, and that 
rather than involve their provinces in any frefli ca- 
lamities, they would carry the war into his owp 
country. 


The Company's fervants were foon fatisfied that 
what they had heard was but too well founded. 
The confederacy they dreaded had a6lually taken 
place. The Mogul and Sujah Dowlah were in the 
held, at the head of an immenfe body of troops. 
Major Adams had refigned the command, and was 
fincc dead. Major Carnac was appointed to fuc- 
ceed him. The council, therefore, in their dif- 
patches to him, urge, with great carneftnefs, that 
the war fhould, from that moment, be carried on 
o enfively. The enemy left not the alternative to 
tie Englifh, but prefented thcmfclves in order of 
lattle where the Major was encamped near Patna. 

»s attle w^as ably fought. Carnac's little army 
was urioufly attacked in front and rear, but proved 

were r ^ cr fwarms of frefli troops that 

iucceflively brought agaiiiR them. The cnemv 

E 


was 
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was completely routed. Our troops were, how- 
(ever, too much fat gqed to purfue. Their lofc 
was confiderable ; but from a long, clofe, rapid, 
and well aimed fire, that of the confederates muft 
have been imraenfe. 

An expedition was* immediately carried into Su- 
jah Dowlahs own country, ip order to remove the 
ravages of war from the Ganges to the Soane. Let- 
ters were at the fame time received from the king 
and Sujah Dowlah, with alTurances that Coflim 
fhould be arreiled and punifhed. They were an- 
fwered, that nothing would reconcile the Englifh, 
hut the actual delivery of Coflim, Somers, and the 
deferters. 

The moment hoftilitics commenced in Gazy- 
pour, Sujah Dowlah haftened with his army to 
repel the invafion. The moft decjfivc a£lion 
in the war was foon after fought at Buxar, on 
the banks of the Caramnaffa. Major Heftor 
Monro commanded the Englifli army, which 
he had found in fo mutinous a condition, that 
he deemed it expedient to piinifh the ring- 
leaders as an example Twenty-four were fen- 
tenced to blown away from the mouth of can- 
non. Four of thefe brave but unfortunate men^, 
who were grenadiers, infifted, as they had always 
the pod of honour, they might alfo have it now, 
and fuffer firft. There have been few commanders 
of reputation at lead, with whom fuch a fentiment 
would not have faved them. But the Major wai[ 
fatisfied with literally indulging their requeft. 
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He Found the enemy ftrongly potted [October 
««> 1764]. Before them lay a mafs fojudicioufly 
lined with cannon, that it was impoffible to ap- 
proach them without being galled. The Major, 
however, encamped fo judicioufly, and with fo 
much precaution, that the allies began the attack. 
The cannonade commenced at nine o'clock in the 
morning, and in half an hour the atlion became 
general. Before twelve, the Indians were put to 
flight. They left fix thoufand men on the fpot, a 
hundred and thirty pieces of cannon, a propor- 
tionable quantity of military ftores, and all their 
tents ready pitched. 

The day after the battle, the Mogul, who had 
been a ftate prifoner in the enemy's camp, wrote a 
congratulatory epiillc to the Englifli commander, 
complimenting him on the viftory. He hatf left 
Sujah Dowlah the night preceding the engagement, 
and now very earneftly requefted to be taken under 
the proteftion of the Englifli. The council of 
Calcutta confented, and his majefty foon joined our 
army. 

The Englifli had no fooner arrived at Benares, 
than the minifler of Sujah Dowlah prefented him- 
fclf before the commander, with overtures of peace. 
Monro would liften to none which did not put 
CofCm and Somers in his power. This was the 
fingle condition, without which he would not treat. 
Several expedients were fuggefted, but he rejefted 
them all as diflionourable. Pecuniary offers to an 
enormous amount, it is faid, were allb made, 
though with no better fuccefs. Few fuch inftanccs 
E 2 of 
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pf difintereftednefs fhed a luftre on the military 
prolefTion in that part of the world. What a pify 
tliefe were not more frequent, and that fuch as dp 
happen are not better authenticated. 

Thus critically were the Englifh fituated, when 
the general being recalled, the command of the 
army devolved on Sir Robert Fletcher, a major in 
the Company's troops. Emuloijs to diflinguifh 
himfelf, before the officer named by the governor 
and council fhould arrive to preclude him, he ven- 
tured to break up his camp, under the walls of 
Benares, at midnight [January 14, 1765], and 
went in qiicft of the enemy, who drew up twice to 
receive him, and as often retreated in good order. 
But on his preparing for a third attack, they fled 
with precipitation. 

On his affuming the command, the army w^ere 
in a very confined fituation, furrounded on all lides 
by the enemy, ftraitened for forage and provifions 
of all forts. It wa^ in dirca oppofition to the opi- 
nion of mofl of the officers ferving under him, thett 
he then put the army in motion. The meafurc 
was, however, juflified by ifs effeas. He drove 
Styah ul Dowldh from all his pofts, topk all hjs 
forirefles, with feycra) hundred pieces of cannon, 
and conquered thp whole of his dominions in the 
l})acc of a iponth. 

During thefe tranfaajon^, Mcer Jaflfipr died, on 
the fourteenth of January, feventeen hundred and 
fixty-five, at Murfliedabad. Though a traitor to 
Surajah Dowlah, it was a crime to which he had 
been impelled by the great law of felf prefervation. 

The 
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T(ic temptation was at once too fplendid and pref- 
fing for one of his parts, his principles, or his fitu- 
ation. He endeavoured to atone for his perfidy to 
(he nabob, by his fidelity to the Company. The 
murders with which he was charged, to facilitate his’ 
ruin, were afterwards found to be the mere fabri- 
cations of malignity. He feems to have been weak 
in council, and irrefolute in action ; but his pre- 
ferences, whether well or ill fefeaed, were pennar- 
nent and inflexible. He fent for his fecond Ton, 
the cldcft having been dead Tome years, and while 
the agonies of death were yet upon him, put into 
his hand a paper of advice He very naturally 
recommended the Rajah Nundcomar, his favour 
fite, to continue prime fninifter, that his fucceflbr 
might enjoy the benefit of his experience. All the 
refident Englifh were fertt for, with all the great 
officers of flare. In theiC prefence be defired that 
orders might be given that all people throughout 
the fubahfhip, fhould tender the fame loyalty to his 
fon, Najim ut Dowlah, as they had done to him. 

The fervants of the Company paid as little de- 
ference to the will of the deCeafed as they hait 
done to his orders while living. The fuCcefTor he 
nominated was adopted only from a certainty that 
they cohld not have made i better, as- it would 
have been dangerous to rifk another Choice. In^- 
deed the acceffion of Najim ul Dowlah to the muf- 
nud, feems to have been Chiefly impfoved for the 
{iurpofe of intrigue and extortion. 

Early in the beginning of the fame year Lordf 
Clive arrived in India, in confequence of bei-ng 
E 3 reqiicfled 
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i;equefted by the proprietors, on account of the 
abufcs prevailing in their new acquifitions, to- take 
upon him the ftation of prefnlent, and command of 
the Company’s military force in Bengal. In order 
the more effcQually to anfwer the purpofe of this 
extraordinary delegation, a feleft eommitte of five 
gentlemen was alfo appointed. By this inllitution, 
whatever reformation appeared neceflary was tOr 
be adopted; and the board of council only occa- 
fionally confulted. And it was not long till his 
lordfhip difcovered a ftrong inclination to extend 
the Company’s authority over the whole Mogul 
empire, and to retain that immenfe ^cquifition by 
an invincible force. 

Svyah Dowlah was ftill in the fi'eldL Abandoned 
by the Mogul, and without confidence, in bis army> 
which had fled fo frequently before the Englifh* 
diverted- of the dignity and authority of vizier, and 
warted by frequent and bloody defeats, he was not, 
however, without refources, in his own aftivity and 
refolution. He gathered his fcattered forces with 
great afliduity, and procured a formidable rein- 
forcement from the Marratto ftates. With thi« 
army he determined once more to face the Com- 
pany’s forces. 

General Carnac, who had fucceeded Cojonet 
Monro in the commajid, afretTibled his troops, and 
inarched immediately to the attack. The engage*- 
ment happened at Calpy [May 20, 1765], The 
enemy were routed with a great flaughteiv and 
obliged, with precipitation, to re-crofe the Jumna, 
and take refuge iu their own country. 


Sujah 
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Elijah Dowlah, driven to the laft extremity, eni- 
fcraced the bold refolution of throwing himfclF, 
without hefitation, on the mercy of the Englilh. 
Having, with a fidelity imufual in that country,' 
permitted Coffim and Somers to efcape, he furren- 
dcred himfelf, in three dayi after this decifive aftion^ 
to General Cafnac, without any other flipulation 
in his favour than to wait the determination of 
Lord Clive and the feleQ: committee. 

Thus were two of the molt powerful princes of 
Indoftan reduced to the melancholy neceffity, the 
one of wandering as a fugitive, deprived by his 
own cruelty of every profpeft of mercy from the 
conquerors ; the other, after the lofs of his coun- 
try, of making the moft abjeft fubmiflion t6 thofe 
who had ufurped his rights, furrendering himfelf a' 
prifoncr at diferetion, and feeling the mortification 
of owing his life fo the authors of all his misfor- 
tunes. 

The camp of Alexander the Great was not rtord 
^ilendid, while the family of Darius were his cap- 
tives, than that of Carnac on this occafion. The 
firll and fccond perfonages of the greatcR empire in‘ 
the worrd were both in his ciiftody, and at the 
difpofaf of his maRers, the fervants of a company 
of Britifh merchants. 

It had been formerly refolved to put the Mogul- 
in poR'effioB of Sujah Do-Svlah’s dominions. But 
Clive, who went to the Englilh carnp at AHaha- 
bad, to fettle that important treaty, was fatisfied of 
Its impropriety. Befides driving Sujah Dowlah ta 
defpair. and combining the powers of the empire 
£ 4 in. 
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in his defence, the Mogul did not appear fiiffi- 
cicntly qualified for that critical and hazardous fitu- 
ation. Sujah Dowlah was beloved by his people. 
His charatlcr was every where refolute, enter- 
prifing and popular. While his friendlhip for the 
Engljfli continued, he would prove an infuperable 
barrier, and effcQually protetl the Company's ter- 
ritories againll all depredations from tfiat quarter. 
It was on this policy that he was reftored to all his 
hereditary dominions [Auguft 3, 1765]. The 
furrendcr of Coffim and Somers was no longer in 
his power. The one had found an afyluui among 
the Rohillas, and the other among the Jauts. 
He offered, however, to pay fifty lacks of rupees, to 
indemnify the Company for the expences incurred 
by the war. 

The negociaiion with the king was alfo con- 
cluded in a few days. His majefty granted the 
Company the dewannee of Bengal, Bahar, and 
Orill'a, the provinces of Burdwan, Midnapore, 
and Chiitigong, and the twenty-four Perguniiahsof 
Calcutta, ceded to them by three fucceflive nabobs, 
the five Northern Circars of Cicacole, and new con- 
firmations of all their former privileges. For thefe 
immenfe favours the Company engaged to pay the 
king, from the revenues of Bengal, three hundred 
and twenty -five thoufand pounds annually, and the 
nabob Najim ul Dowlah, in lieu of the aggregate 
produce of his government, afligned to them by 
his imperial majefly, the fum of fix hundred 
twenty -three thoufand two hundred and twcniy-fix 
pounds* 


Lord 
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Lord Clive enumerates the advantages of thcfe 
tranfaftions, in his difpatches to the DireSors [Sept- 
30, 1765], in the following terms : — Your revc- 
“ nucs, by means of this i>ew acquifition, will, as 
near as I can judge, not fall far fhort, for tho 
“ enfuing year, of two hundred and fifty lacks-. 
“ Hereafter, they will, at Icaft, amount to twenty 
“ or thirty lacks more. The nabob’s allowances art 
reduced to forty -two lacks, and the tribute to the 
king is fixed at twenty-fix, and your civil and 
military expenccs, in time of peace, can never 
exceed fixty lacks. So that there will be rc^ 
maining a clear gain to the Company of a hun- 
dred and twenty-two lacks, or one million fix 
** hundred and fifty thoufand nine hundred pounds 
“ ilcrling a-year." 

The bufinefs of this committee, at the head of 
which his lordfhip prefidcJ, confifted chiefly of 
accomplifliing the treaties now mentioned. Tlic 
Diredors heartily approve of the bargain which 
Clive has made for them, and only wifh to render 
thele acquifitions as permanent as human wifdom 
can make them. 

The luxury, however, which had taken pofTcffion 
of all the Company ’s fervants was alfo an objea of 
Confideration, and the committee ftate it as bear- 
ing a threatening afpeH to the profperity ©f the 
Company's affairs. The DireHors frankly admit 
the truth of ihisobfcrvation, and acknowledge, that 
they owe it entirely to the committee, that the 
Company arc at lail confidered as principals in the 
advantages as well as, dangers. 


The 
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The committee having afTigned the revenues to' 
the Company, were afraid that their fcrVants, un- 
lefs provided with fome other mode of enriching 
themfelves, might do it at the expence i>f their 
employers. For this reafoiv they eftablifhed a fo- 
ciety ot trade, with an exclufive right to fupply the 
natives with fait, be<"tle-imt, and tobacco. On’ 
thefe articles they laid a duty, calculated to pro- 
duce a hundred thouiand pounds a-year to the re- 
venue. 7 he profits of this trade they divided 
among the members of the fociety, confi-fting of 
the Company's civil and military fcrvants. 

This regulation did not prove quite fo acceptable 
to the Ruard of Dnetlors. Not that they wifhed 
to fee uboliined thofe ancient duties which conflr- 
luted part of the public rcfources. The adjuft- 
ment of theie was referred to the diferetion of the 
committee. But they deprecated the confequcncey 
arifing from innovations in mo inland traffic. Nor 
were they difpofed to admit the continuance of them 
on any condition wlidtcver^ And tliey cautioned* 
the committee againll pennittii'g the natives to be 
opp relied by any fuch ievere e.xattions. 

This is a lummary but fubllantial account of the 
correfpondenee which took place between the 
Court of Diretters and the fclett committee. Thus 
the Company's lervants in India faw their mafters^ 
in Europe rceei\ e the news of their fuccefsful re- 
belfion againil the government of rhe empire with* 
approbation, thankfully accept of a gift of the reve- 
nues, and Tiiake no feruj ^e ro a continuance of the 
duties on fait and other articles. Tliey had, there- 
fore. 
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fore, this double motive to perfift in their extor- 
tion, the example of their fupcriors, and ihe cuf- 
tom of the country. 

On Lord Clive’s return to England [July, 1767^ 
the conduft of the committee, in which he prew 
fided, was feverely arraigned, efpecially by the 
friends of the gentlemen who compoied the councA 
in Bengal. The recrimination which enfued was 
mutual, tedious, and uninterelUng. One party 
afferted, that when Lord Clive originally appear^ 
in Calcutta, the Company were merely an alTocr- 
alion of merchants ftruggling for cxifterree. One 
of their fatlories was in ruins, their agents were 
affaflinatcd, and an army of fifty thoufand men, to 
which they had nothing to oppofe, threatened the 
immedi<^te dcftru6lion of their principal fettlemcnu 
His lordihip left India about ten years afterwards;, 
and in that time his mailers in Leadenhall-ftree^ 
chiefly by his meafurcs and exertions, had become 
powerful princes, poflelTcd of vaft revenues, and 
ruling over fifteen millions of people. 

On the other liand, it ought to be recollefted; 
that the war of India, in which his vidones wer<t 
then confpicuous, was a feene wl^re many otlier 
diilinguilhed charade rs appeared, and aded theia 
parts* The formidable combination which efpoufed 
the interefts of Coffim Ally Cawn, were utterly dif- 
perfed, their territories conquered, and their chiefii 
reduced to a depclwlcnce on the Englilh army; 
without his lordfhip’s alBllauce. The fcled. con^ 
mittee only ratified the treaties which refulted froin 
%hefe campaigns,^ though bis lordfhip, with a chz^ 

ra(:kriftic 
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raftcriftic modeft) , arrogated the merit of (ht 
whole to his own endeavours. 

Not to mention how he availed himfelf of hi; 
official iituation, while in India, in favour of his 
pecuniary tranfaHions in England, Sir Robert 
Fletcher, in a letter which appeared in one of the 
daily papers [Oftober 26, 1773], roundly afl'erts, 
“ 1 Pat the noble lord's civil regulations confiiied 
chiedy of fuch as were belt calculated Ipcedily to 
** ennth himfelf and every creature lOund him. A 
“ monopoly in fait, bcetlc-nut, and tobacco, and a* 
** gold currency, feventeen or twenty percent, wcie 
** cflubhfhcd, and enforced by feveie penalties, ri- 
" goroufly carried into execution, to the de(tm8ionr 
of the trade and the ruin of the conlliiution." 
The fource of this keen altercation arofe from 
the charges of peculation which his loidlhip brought 
againfl leveral eminent members of the council. 
His jaghire being litigated by the Court of Direc- 
tors, covenants were framed at home, prt)hibiting' 
the reception of prefents from the natives of India,* 
except on the Company's account. All their fer- 
vants in their various feuleinents, were forthwith* 
required to acquiefte in this reftridion, by figning 
th.efc covenants. Several gentlemen of the coun- 
cil in Fort William, who had been chiefly con- 
cerned in the two late revolutions, and pariiciilafly 
in raifing the prefent nabob to the nizamut, re- 
ceived confiderablc fums on that occafion. Lord 
Clive, who had fetthe example, in his tranfaftion.*^ 
with Meer Jafl'cr, rnd whofe condutl determined 
the Company to check the practice, yet crirttiHates 
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in them, with all the harfltncfs and acrimony of 
an immaculate reformer. They deny not that thp 
pabob had dillributed money on his acceffiop. 
They jullify their receiving it from precedent and 
cuftom. They complain of the covenants as im- 
pofing a hardfliip, from which their predeceflbi^ 
had all been exempted. They are aware, at the 
fame time, that the remedy is inadequate to the 
difeafe, as the greatest prefents might be broken 
down into Inch a number of parts, as totally to 
elude the prohibition. They ftate, that thefe pe^ 
cuniary gifts were obtained before the covenants 
were executed on their part. They impute his 
lordfhip’s zeal in profccuting this officious inqui- 
fition, to other motives than either their guilt or 
hi.> iKlcluy. They give a colouring to the whole 
proceedings of that famous committee, >vhich leaves 
an obloquy on the charackr of all its members. 

Indeed, to all the rhodomantade with which the 
noble lord, and his creatures, trumpeted forth the 
efficacy of his mcafurcs, and the profound fagacity 
with which he explored the evils that exifted, and 
the moll probable means of reftoring tranquillity 
and order, it was replied by various queries, to 
>yhiclij in thefe heroic times, no folution was 
deigned. The public, however, hefitated, whe- 
ther the merit of compofing the difiurbances in 
Bengal belonged to Lord Clive, and his feleft 
committee, or to the gentlemen who expelled 
Coffim Ally Cawn, and conquered Sujah Dowlah ? 
Or, whether the praifes of making peace with Su- 
jah Dowlah were due to ihofe who conquered his 

dominions. 
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dominions, and made himfelf a prifoner; or to the 
pcrfon by whom thofe dominions, which are nearly 
as large as England, were reflored for fix hundred 
thoufand pounds, at the fame time yielding up Gau- 
xypoar and Benares, which brought into the Com- 
pany’s treafury two hundred and thirty thoufand 
pounds a-year? Or, whether cenfure might not 
rather be incurred for railing civil and military 
mutinies, by the alfumption of illegal power, than 
thanks for quelling them ? Or, whether it could 
be fuppofed that an army which defeated ColTim 
Ally Cawn, and Sujah Dowlah, was entirely de- 
void of difciplinc and fubordinatton ? Or, whether 
the boafted re-eftablilhment of order and obedi- 
tnee might not, after all, be deemed a ufelefs pa- 
rade of generals and colonels? Or, what real 
honour can be claimed for obtaining the dewannec 
of Bengal, Bahar, and Oriffa, under a violation of 
(he moll facred engagements, merely by the figna- 
tiire of a prince who mull equally have figned his 
own death-warrant, if it had been prefented to 
him ? 

What arc wc left to conclude from thefe im- 
placable dilTenfions, but that great and flagrant 
enormities fubfilled at that time among the Com- 
pany’s fervants ; that we owe the difeovery of 
many important and interelling details of frauds 
and abufe of trull, to the petulance and animofity 
occafioned by the dillribution of the plunder ; that 
the Direflion never afled from founder policy 
than in thus empowering one of the firft and moll 
cnterprifing in this iniquitous combination or con- 

fpiracy, 
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f^iracy, to dete6l the profligacy of the whole, and 
give evidence agair.ft them ; that moft of the Com- 
pany's difficulties have originated in rendering the 
political fubfervient to the mercantile fyftem ; that 
their fervants being without intereft in the effefts 
of their own meafures, renders them obnoxious to 
irrehftible temptation ; that moft of the enormous 
delinquencies for which they have been blamed, 
are the natural, perhaps unavoidable confequcnces 
of their fituation ; and that many of thofe who have 
been moft violent and boifterous in their crimi- 
nations, would probably, thus circumftanced, nof 
have afled a better part. 


CHAP- 
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CHAPTER III. 

The Company s affairs an objeEl of public enquiry-^ 
Their bargain with Government — Debates on their 
Jilualion in Parliament — Their Dividend refrained 
— Conjeqnenccs — A RejkUion — Amount of their 
Debts and Revenues at this period. 

TT H E vafl extent of tcrriiory, and the prodigi- 
ous mafs of wealth acquired by the Company’s 
arms, on the banks of the Ganges, became a fourcc 
of contention, as well at home as abroad. The 
proprietors, who faw their fervants accumulating 
princely fortunes, in the cxercifc of powers dele- 
gated from them, eagerly panted for a participa- 
tion in the dilhibution of the prize. They could 
not reconcile their low dividend with the accounts 
incclfantly tranfmitted from India, of immenfe re- 
venues, and a flourifliing trade. 

The Court of Directors were of a difTcrenl opi- 
nion. Two violent factions were confequently and 
immediately formed. One of thefc was for increa- 
ling the dividend, the other infifted on keeping it 
at iix per cent. The proprietors confidcred only 
the fuccefs, the direftors faw notliing but the debts 
of ibe Company. The former were determined 
to bring the matter to iifue by a general vote at the 
^lidfummcr coiiit, but were difappoinicd by the 
manceuvjcs of the latter. 


This 
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This vigorous altercation between the member* 
of the diredion and their conftituents, afforded 
much public fpeculation and difcuffion. It was 
Arenuoufiy argued by one party, that though the 
advantages of the Company were numerous and 
fplendid, their meafures both civil and military, 
the multiplicity of their arrangements, and the 
contingencies incident to their various eftablifli- 
menls, occafioned the mod enormous expenditure; 
that their profits were comparatively remote and 
precarious, while their debts were urgent and in- 
evitable, and that in the firfl inUance, at lead, their 
furplus, whatever it migiit be, fliould be facrcdly 
appropriated to liquidate and difeharge their in- 
cumbrances. 

The other party were far from being fatisfied by 
this reafoning. No trading company, they alledg- 
cd, could ever hope to be without debt, which 
mud always be fuppofed to incrcafc in a certain 
proportion to the magnitude of the capital, and 
the extent of the fydem in which it was employed. 
The creditors of the Company who were mod in- 
icrcded had no objedions to its fccurity. This 
faft was evinced by the prefent date of exchange. 
The Company’s bonds bore a premium, and fold 
for more than their value. Thofe who had rifked 
iheir property during the war, while the whole was 
at flake, might be obliged to fell out, and new 
purchafers would reap all that benefit to which 
the former w<yrc fo judly entitled. In this man- 
ner die pofTcfTors of India dock were excluded 
from enjoying the emoluments aritng from its na- 

* F tural ^ 
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tural and neceffary produce, as operating in their 
peculiar fyftem of commerce. 

Thefe interefting topics were liberally and frcr 
quently agitated, not only in private or feleft com- 
panies, and among friends, but in all the periodi- 
cal mifcellanies of the times, and in multitudes of 
other temporary publications. The difpute was of 
peculiar importance, more cfpccially to the mer- 
cantile part of the community. The anxieties, 
the induflry, and the heat of both parties, incrca- 
fed as the next quarterly meeting approached. It 
was at the lame time whifpered by great confi- 
dence, that govcrnnmnt intended to interfere. — 
And a few days before the Michaelmas General 
("ourtof 1766, the minillcr aQually fenta mefTagc 
to the Dirctlors. It was then read from the chair 
to the proprietors at large. The meflage was from 
tfTe firfl lord of the treafury, in thefe words: — 
As the afiairs of the Eaft-India Company had 
been mentioned in Parliament laft fefiion, it 
was very probable they might be taken into 
** confideration again; therefore, from the regard 
** he had for the welfare of the Company, and that 
** they might have time to prepare their papers for 
“ that occafion, he informed them, that the par- 
“ liament would meet fome time in November.'* 
Letters were at the fame time read, from Lord 
Clive, and the fccret committee at Bengal, which 
greatly exceeded all former accounts of the Com- 
pany's opulence, the profperity of its trade, and 
the permanent hafis on which its interefts were efta- 
biilhed. The DircHors, notwiihllanding, oppo- 

fed 
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fed an increafe in the dividend. It was urged 
with accumulated force by the proprietors. A bal- 
lot was demanded, and a divifion for a day or two 
evaded. But another general court being called, 
the queftion was put, and the dividend to take 
place from the enfuing Chrillmas increafed, by a 
prodigious majority, from fix to ten per cent. 

On the meeting of Parliament [Nov. 2:5, 1766] 
the menaces of the minifter were realized. The ab 
fairs of the Company were fuhjefted to the cogni- 
zance of a committee appointed by the lloufc. It 
was ordered in a few days, and alter a very intc- 
reding debate, that copies of the Company's char- 
ters, their grants from the native princes, their 
treaties, their letters and correfpondence to and 
from their fervants in India, the Hate of their re- 
venues in Bengal, Bahar and Oriffa, and other 
places, fhould all be laid on the table, with an ac- 
count of all expences incurred by government on 
the Company’s account, whether in the naval, mi- 
litary, or whatever other departments. This or- 
der was followed with another, that thefe papers be 
printed for the ufe of the members. * 

The Court of Diredors immediately prefented a 
petition to parliament, in oppofition to a mcafure 
which they fhewed would be attended with irre- 
parable mifehief to the Company. A motion was 
confequently made to difeharge the former order. 
A debate enfued, but it was at lad agreed, that the 
private corrcfpondcnce fhould not be printed. 


* Debret’s ParJiamentar)* Rcgiflcr for 17C6, 
F 2 
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On this occafion, the interefting point of terri^ 
torial right, in confequence of the Company s char- 
ter, was warmly and ably debated. The argu- 
ments on both lides appeared feparately fo unan- 
fwerable, and the queftion involved fo many pointa 
of the greateft conftitutional importance, that the 
Houfe feemed averfc to a decifion. The general 
opinion was againft a trial of fuch a right, in fuch 
a place ; and that an amicable agreement with the 
Company was the niore eligible mcafure. 

Adminiflraiion was at this time in too much dif- 
traHion to invedigate or fettle a fubjeft of fuch 
magnitude. By their declining to take any part irt 
the ncgociation out of Parliament, a petition, con- 
taining two propofals, was prefented [May 20]. 

It was propofed that government (hould grant 
the Company fomc advantages from the inland 
duties on teas; a drawback on the export of them 
to Ireland and the colonies; and others on raw filk, 
calicoes, mullins, the recruiting fcrvicc, and mili- 
tary ilores. After deducing 400,000!. a year in 
lieu of their former profits, the Company were to 
divide equally with government all the net produce 
of the remaining revenues and trade, provided 
charges were not included, and the Company's 
property, in the new acquilition.s, continued for three 
years. Or it was propofed, that the Company, on 
the fame terms, flioiild continue the fpccific fum 
of 400,000!. a year, for three years, by half-yearly 
payments, and indemnify the public for any 
lofs the revenue might fuffer, by granting the ad- 
vantages required in the tea-trade, if die confump- 

lion 



TRANSACTIONS IN INDIA. 69 

tion of it, taken on an average of five years, did 
not anfwcr that end. 

Thefe laft propofals were accepted by the Iloufc 
with only this difference, that the agreement was 
limited to two, inftcad of three years. A bill was 
therefore brought in [June 12, 1767], and 

adopted by the legiflature, for carrying the mea- 
fure into immediate effeft^. 

Another meffage from the minifter had been 
read at the general court, rcftritling the incrcafe 
of the dividend, and recommending to the Com- 
pany to admit no farther augmentation till their 
affairs were more fully inveftigated. This meai’urc 
not producing the intended alteration, two bills were 
framed and brought forward, one for rcgulaiing 
the qualifications for voters in trading companies^ 
and one for further regulating the dividends of the 
Eaff-India Company. 

The lattof thefe aftuaUy refeinded the a 61 : of tlie 
Company, and lied them down from railing their 
dividends above ten per cent, till next meeting of 
Parliament. This met with great oppofition. AH 
the former arguments were renewed and urged 
with peculiar ardour and obilinacy. The Com- 
•paiiy petitioned againff: it without elfcO, and even 
offered, though to no better purpofc, that, to de- - 
feat a bill thus hoftile to their privileges, they 
would voluntarily bind themfelvcs from any addi-^ 
tionai increafe of their dividend during the whole 
term of their agreement. 


PwC«octrtary Rcgiftcr fpr 1767, 
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The abettors of the bill refted its defence for the . 
mofl part on their anxiety to prevent a fluftuation 
of (lock, and to preferve the credit of the Com- 
pany inviolate. The public funds might be afFe£K 
cd and kept down, and by that means the national 
debt would be incrcafcd, rather. than diminiflied. 
This meafure would at the fame time defeat that 
fpirit of fpeculation aitd gambling which might 
otherwife be expeQed. It would alfo guard the 
revenue of the Company’s territorial acquifitions 
againft encroachments fo cffeftually, that the claim 
of the public might not be injured, till the right 
of thefe acquifitions fliould be finally fettled. 

The bill was charged by oppofition with injuftice 
and violence. They denied that any fluftuation 
could take place, or that the credit of the Com- 
pany could be injured by the proprietors appor- 
tioning their dividends to the fituation of their af- 
fairs. The propofal made by the Company an- 
fwered all the purpofes for which the bill was in- 
tended, It was abfurd, that the owners of the ca- 
pital fhould not be able to divide 80,000 K among 
thcmfclvcvs, on a trade which afforded government 
400,000!. It was altogether without example in 
the annals of a free country, that the legiflaturc 
Ihould interpofe a controul over the dividend of a 
trading Company, legally voted, and declared by 
tbofc to whom the power of doing it was entrufted, 
and to whom there was no ground to impute an 
abufc of that power. They had lent dicir money 
to the public upon the exprefs condition of ufing^ 
their difcrciion in their dividends, provided their 
eflefts undivided continued equal to tlicir debts. — 

U 
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-tt was a precedent that might be attended with the 
mod fatal confequences to national credit, as it 
tended to leflen that fecurity and independence of 
the power of the Hate, which had induced all Eu- 
rope to depofit their money in the funds. 

No reafoning, however, is of much ufe againlt 
a.majority in the Houfe of Commons. Men warp- 
ed by the prepoflcfTions of party, are on neither 
fide open to con vision. The bill pafTed by a great 
majority [June 26th]. It met with ftill more op- 
polition in the Houfe of Lords, but was carried, 
though a proteft was entered againft it, figned by 
nineteen lords. 

In the courfe of ihefe proceedings, a variety of 
fads were produced, which Urongly excited tluj 
ciwiofity and attention of the public mind. The 
richnefs of the country was exaggerated, and 
deemed inexhauftible. The natives were deferib- 
ed, notwithiianding, as the moft abjeft wretches 
on earth, OppreflTions and enormities of the molt 
pdious and fhocking nature were imputed to the 
Icrvantsof the Company. I'he opulence and luxu- 
ry which they difplayed on their return to Europe, 
were naturally conftrued into a proof of the groL 
fell peculation and extortion. The defpotifm ex- 
ereifed with fo much feverity in all our fetllcmcnts, 
and their refpedlive dependencies, was not only 
abhorent to the feelings of a free people, but con- 
fidered as an indelible ftain on the llriiilh charac- 
ter. And though the fplendowr and magnitude of 
the whole complex fyllem formed an objecl pecu- 
- barly intcrelling and aitraaive, cfpcciaUy while tlie 
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nation was yet in a ftatc of intoxication from the 
brilliant fucccfs of the late war, the rapacity of in- 
dividuals, the cxpence of a military and civil ar- 
rangement, the debts and dividends of the Com- 
pany, the contingencies of commerce, and the in- 
trigues of government, gave no very fanguine 
hopes of an immediate and adequate advantagt 
to the community at large. 

The moil unpopular part of the bufinefs was 
what the oppofition, all over the kingdom^ branded 
as an unconftitutional interference of miniftry* 
The clamour of the public kept pace with the grafp 
of government. The profperity of the Company, 
dicir patronage and emoluments, excited the envy, 
and tempted the ambition and avarice of preroga- 
tive. The revenues feemed adequate to all the 
piirpofcs of corruption, and the employments once 
.cntriifted to the dif|X)ral of the crown, would 
(Ircngthcn and extend the inlluence of its fervants^ 
by an increafe of their dependence. 

Various meafurcs w^ere adopted for invading and 
fubveriing the rights of the Company. The cmif- 
farics of miniftry were inftrufted to propagate a 
report that the monopoly Ihould be deftroyed, and 
die trade laid open. Several trading towns were 
even infligatcd to petition parliament for that pur- 
pofe. The fopliiftry by which the patience of the 
public was reconciled to thefe outrages was, that 
the Company owed moft of its fuccefs to the exer- 
tions of government ; that the dominion of the fc% 
was preferved by the king's fhips, and the battles 
on land fought by bis anuks« From this it waa 
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concluded, that the prodigious expence of the 
public in extending the property, ought to be com- 
penfated by an adequate lhare in the profits of the 
Company. But the nation was aware, at the (ante 
time, that there were not more able commanders, 
nor braver troops, nor in any refpcQ: a better ap- 
pointed, difciplined, or directed army in the world, 
than thole who reared the Company’s llandard iu 
the fields of Indoltan. 

The whole expence incurred by the treafury, on 
the C ompany’s account, according to official fiate- 
iiicnt, amounted to about a million and a half. 
Their commerce was calculated, on an average, ti> 
contribute to the revenue about one million four 
hundred pounds a-year, belidcs four hundred thou- 
faud pounds, in confcquencc of the late bargain. 
Thus, while the public was burdened with four 
millions and a half by the Company, , the Company 
dilcharged the public oF the intereft of about fifty 
millLons. By this calculation the balance in favour 
of the public, and againil the Company, exceeded 
the inicreft of foriy-feven millions. The Com- 
pany, in fa8, paid at that moment more than a 
third of the intcrert of the whole natkmal debt. 

Symptoms of an approaching diminution in the 
fourcc of this extraordinary opulence, were already 
appearing. It was only while the minds of the 
people were fired wuih the marvellous relation of 
travellers, while report operated on thefc remote 
occurrences, as a tclefcope does on objefts beyond 
the reach of the natural eye, and while individuals^ 
difguifed by the fudden. and unaccountable poffef- 
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fion of exceffivc riches, excited univerfal attentiofi 
and furprife, that even this fund was deemed inex- 
hauilible. But when general admiration began lo 
fublide and give way to accurate calculation and 
a fimple llatcrncnt of FaBs, it became a very ferioin 
and interclling confideration, that notwithflandinj; 
all our recent acquilitions in India, and the vail 
inllux of wealth which it occahoned in the Britidi 
empire, the burthens under which the nation 
groaned received no fenfible alleviation. Adven- 
turers whofe needhties, avarice, ambition, or iio 
fignilicancc, had driven them from their native 
country, rofe not only to independence in a fliort 
time, but in equipage rivalled, on their return, the 
grcaieli families in the kingdom ; at the fame time 
that their manners exhibited a ftrange contrail be- 
tween plebeian habits and Aliatic luxury. Four 
hundred thoufand pounds, befidcs the immenfo 
fums accruing from cullom on the various articles 
of Eall-India trade, was an yearly accefiion to the 
treafury, peculiarly fcafonable and important. 
'Fhcfe advantages were, however, rellritlcd to 
a few individuals; but the prclTurc of the taxes 
was general, and, to many orders of the commu- 
nity, almoll inlupportablc. The public had con- 
fequently the nrortification to perceive, the, moment 
they came to tlrcir fenfes, that all their fanguine 
cxpeBations of relief from the opprcflions arifing 
from the expenditure occafioned by the late war, 
from fuch a fplcndid appendage to the Britilh em- 
pire, had vaniflicd like a South-Sea bubble ; and 
that it was, on the whole, an ohjeB which woul4 
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ultimately prove rather pernicious than beneficial, 
by the venality of the Company's fervants on the 
one hand, and the rapacity of government on the 
other. The booty was immenfe, and more than 
adequate to public exigence ; but its palFage lay 
between the gulph of Charybdis and the fhorc of 
the Cyclops. 

The objeft which the miniftry pretended to have, 
and which the Company at this time certainly had 
mod at heart, the liquidation of their accumulating 
ikht, feemed alio exceedingly remote, perhaps al- 
together impra8icable, without a radical change 
of fyftem. Their debt was then nearly feven mil- 
lions fterling. The grofs annual revenue of their 
trade, their farms, their cudoms, and their terri- 
tories, amounted to two millions, eighty -feven 
thoufand, feven hundred and forty-feven pounds. 
A fum thus enormous, and fufceptible of improve- 
ment, might indeed have afforded a finking-fiind 
futficient to have fpeedily refeued the Company 
from every emharralfment, hut not without put- 
ting an immediate end to every fpccies of embez- 
zlement in the management of their finances. 


C H A P- 
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CHAPTER IV. 

llydtr Allyi Uncage and power — He quarrels with the 
Company — A comparative Jlatment of the Difpu- 
tants — Battle of Trinomaly — Hyder ravages the Car- 
natic — Appears at the gates of Madrafs — Peace con- 
cluded — An ejlimate of the war — Supervifors ap- 
pointed — A new bargain with Government, 

Hyder ally CAWN was the fon of Nadim 

Saib, general of ten thoufand horfc in the anny of 
the empire. He was employed to head the Myfo- 
rcans when they took the field againft the Marrat- 
tos. He fought that warlike people, and routed 
them in a pitched battle. The king of Myfore 
gave him the country and fortrefs of Banguelor, as 
a reward of his bravery. This enabled him to ap- 
pear in the Myforean army, at the head of his own 
troops. 

Hyder was then about twenty-one years old, and 
his father gave him the command of the forces with 
which, as a tributary, he was obliged to follow the 
camp of the fubah, when [in the year 1750] he 
made a defeent on the coaft of Coromandel, It 
confifted only of fifty horfemen, and two hundred 
infantr)’, armed with matchlocks. He was at the 
battle where Naziijing was (lain, and then con- 
ceived the idea of trainfng his battalion in the Eu- 
feppcaa difciplinc, 
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The firft occafion on which he merited diftinaion 
was in his conteft with Canero^ the prime-minifter 
and favourite of the Myforean fovereign. He was 
then, by the death of his brother, in pofleflion of 
an important fortrefs, a fertile territory, and a body 
of troops, which amounted to fifteen thoufand men, 
including three hundred Europeans, and three 
thoufand excellent cavalry. The king had alfo 
appointed him gencraliffimo of all his troops. 

His generofity, hisaddrefs, his high fpirit, and a 
love of glory, rendered him obnoxious to the ha- 
tred and jealoufy of Canero. This man became 
odious, in proportion to the popularity of Hyder, 
whom he ardently wifhed to ruin. Inftead, how- 
ever, of being able to realize his intentions, the 
genius of Hyder furmounted every fnarc that was 
laid by the dark intrigues of his implacable adver- 
fary, tore him at lad from the bofom of his mafter, 
and fliut him up in an iron cage, in the middle of 
the mod public place of Banguelorc, where it is dill 
feen with the bones of this unhappy man, who 
lived two years as a fpc 61 acle of barbarous triumph, 
thus condanily expofed to the infults of the popu- 
lace in the inicrcd of Hyder. 

The courfe of his viftorics, from this fuccefs, 
was rapid and extraordinary. The terror of hi* 
arms rendered his alliance an objeft of attention* 
and folicitude to mod of the princes in the penin- 
fula of India. Like all great men in that country, 
he was at once a foldier and a politician, and ac- 
cummulated his acquifitious as much by the wif- 
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tlom of hb treaties, as by the ardour and vigour of 
his military exertions. 

His connections in the Carnatic alarmed the 
prelidency of Madrafs. They did not think the 
Company's fettlcments perfectly fecure, while an 
armament, thus formidable, encanjped in their 
neighbourhood. They wifiied to found his inten- 
tions, and for that purpofe apprifed him in the moft 
rerpeCiful terms, that they had appointed an era- 
. balfy to wait upon him, and confer with his High- 
nefs on feveral particulars between them, which 
the intcreft of both required to be more explicitly 
iindcrftood. Ihit, fufpicious of their defign, he 
declined the honour they intended him. Aware, 
at the fame time, of their intrigues with the fubah, 
he artfully detached him from their intereft, and 
even prevailed on him to appoint his fon nabob of 
Arcot, in oppofition to Mahommed Ally, the 
Itcady friend and ally of the Englifh. 

Having accompliflied thisobjeCl, he tranfmitted 
a memorial to his refident at Madrafs, to be prefent- 
cd by him to the governor. He ftrongly protefled 
that his inclinations were pacific. He enumerated 
the inllanccs of rcfpeCl which he had uniformly 
Ihewn the Company, and complained that his good 
offices were returned in a manner that indicated 
no defire in the prcfidency to cultivate or preferve 
his fricndfiiip. He attributed it to the intrigues of 
Mahommed .Mly, that their force had united with 
that of the nizam, to’difappoint his proje8s, and 
curb his rapacity. He warned the Company againR 
continuing their alliance with a man whofe ambi- 
tion 
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tion had fo often embroiled the country, or invol- 
ving thcmfclves in the defence of his ufurpations. 
He urged them to withdraw their forces from fuch 
flrong holds as were connc6Ied with the Arcot pro- 
vinces. He even offered to indemnify them for 
what arrears might be due to them from their ally, 
and in lieu of which they were in pofleflion of fo 
many forts and diftrifls. 

In confequence of Hyder*s union with the ne- 
zam, the Company was rendered a principal in the 
quarrel. The depredations which he imputed to 
them, they fhifted from their own fhoulders to 
thofe of the nizam, under whom they a6ledas allies, 
and for whofe mcafures they did not acknowledge 
thcmfelves refponfible. They apprifed Hyder of 
the nizam's perfidy, and referred to his breach of 
treaty with them, as a proof how dangerous it was 
to confide in him. They difclaimed all intentions 
ofhoflility againftthc Myfore country, of which he 
wa* governor. They avowed themfelvcs folicitous 
to proteft the Carnatic from moleftation, and tliought 
fuch places on its frontiers as were necefl’ary to 
render it fecure, fliould be continued in their pof- 
feffion. They invited him to a correfpondence on 
thefe particulars, that their mutual good under- 
ftanding might be folidly eftablifhed. But they 
did not fail, at the fame time, to make him fen- 
fible that they were adequate to their own defence, 
and equally prepared to fight or negociate. 

It was indeed obvious, that Hyder only wifhed. 
to w’ound the Company through their ally, and by 
one mafterly exertion to crufh their growing ia- 

fluence 
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ftuence, which had now become an objeS of jca. 
loufy and terror to all the powers in the empire. 
Their late conquefl of Bengal, their redu^on of 
Sujah ul Dowlah loan abje61 vaffalage, the chains 
they had forged for the imperial family, the many 
difhonourable obligations which Mahommed Ally 
owed to their interference, and efpccially the very 
lofty tone in which they continued to alfert their 
claims of violence and outrage, were confidera- 
tions peculiarly alarming to all the various Hates 
and dependencies in the Deccan, and on the 
coafl ofCorromandel. 

Thefo Ilyder preffed by letters and ambaflador? 
in the fcveral courts of the nabobs and polygars, 
all over that divifion of the. empire. And there 
wanted not tlic tnoft fubflantial arguments to war- 
1 ‘am the confederacy which he wilhed to cllablifii. 
The Englifli were intruders on their rights. The 
part they a8cd wasequally daringandinfidious. The 
advantivgcs which they owed to indulgence were con- 
verted to the purpofes of fraud, oppreflion, and’ even 
fediiion. The country, which embraced and che- 
rilhedthem as traders, had found them tobeufurpers. 
Under the fembiiiKc of harmlefs mercantile purfuits, 
they concealed the dreadful implements of murder 
and devadation. They came to deal with the natives 
lor the produce of the climate and the foil, their 
manufactures and fuperlluities, and had ftript their 
conniiy of its wealth, inhabitants, fertility and ho- 
nour. In exchange for the trcafurcs they tranf- 
mitted to Europe, they had deluged the infatuated 
kingdoms of Indoftan w ith all their own hereditary 

vices, 
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Vices, difeafes and miferies ! The princes whon> 
credulity or misfortune had put in their power, 
had been treated merely as an article of merchan- 
dize, and worth no more than they yielded to the 
general flock of their aggregate intereft. Their 
treacheries were in proportion to thcir protefla- 
lions and forms of fidelity. They valued no ties,- 
any farther than they adminiflercd to their rapa- 
city, which, notwithftanding all their profefTions^ 
was evidently the foie governing principle of their 
politics. 

Fafls thus notorious and interefting, united un- 
der the banners of Hyder the mofl difeordant 
powers, whom nothing but a fenfe of their com- 
mon danger could have reftrained from reciprocal 
infult. His army was therefore compofed of all 
iliat variety of tribes, foreigners and fugitives^ 
which are to be found in fuch diverfity among the 
Indians. The pofTefhons of Hyder were at this 
lime numerous and e.xtenfivc. They confifted of 
My fore and Banguelore, with all thofe mounianeous 
countries which fill up ihatvaft track of the Penin- 
fula, which reaches from Amboor to Madura, 
Travancorc, and the coaft of Malabar. The king- 
doms of Ballapour, Bifnagar, and Canarcc^ to*- 
gether with the fovercigniy of the Malabar coafl 
and Maidive iflands. Thefc dominions were con- 
nefted together, and defended on the part of the 
iilnglifh, by a variety of high grounds and narrow 
paffes, and are faid to contain nearly qpe thou- 
fand fortified* places. The camp of this celebrated 
warrior, whom fame hailed as the faviour of Ir)dia,r 
G 
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j^cans, two thoufand five hundred fipoys, twe^ 
thoiifand five hundred horfe, including two hun?- 
dred Europcaits, twelve hundred Indians, taught 
the Englifh cxcrcifc, and commanded by Euro- 
pean officers. He was alfo joined by the cavalry 
of Mahommed Ally, a troop not only inferior to 
that of llydcr, in point of number, but every way 
unfit to force them, by their utter want of difei- 
pline, and the bad condition of the horfe. The 
other troops of the Englifh allies were altogether 
in conjunOion with thofe under the nabob of Ar- 
eot, about twenty thoufand men. 

General Smith was at the head of an army, fof 
the moll part better difeiplined, and more praftifed 
in their evolutions than the enemy. He had a 
numerous corps of Europeans, who were fuch ve- 
terans in the fervicc as to be deemed invincible. 
His artillery was in every refpeft perfeftin propor- 
tion to its {'y/x. The army was ferved with a va- 
1 icty of able officers and engineers, and he was 
himlclf much fuperior to Hyder in military fcience 
and experience. But the inferiority of his cavalry 
obliged him to fix the fccnc of his operations to the 
inountiincous part of the country. It was not in 
his power to prevent the enemy's horfe from rava- 
ging the valleys, and cutting off his convoys. Nor 
could he always pi ocurc a fufiicient number of oxen 
for tl'.c conveyance of his artillery, ammunition 
and baggage. The chief obftru^lion to his fuc- 
cefs, however, arofe from his fubordination to the 
council in Madrafs, whofe diclatcs often claflied 
with his plans ; whofe fclfifh manoeuvres reduced 

the 
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tiic army to dcpendance on contraftors for fubfift- 
ence, and whole fupplies were as uncertain and 
dilatory as their orders were contradiftory andini- 
pra6licable. 

While Hydcr was* employed in amufing the 
Company with terms of negociation, his prepara- 
tions were carried on with the utmoll vigour and 
difpaich. The circumllances, however indifpen- 
fibleto the march of an Indian army, have always 
given the European forces great advantages on the 
commencement of hoflilities. General Srrlith was 
in the field, and had reduced Icvcral forts of the 
enemy before the main body of the troops made 
their appearance. Tripatoor, Vaniambady, and 
Singueman, held out each a few days, but were fe- 
vcrally captured without much difficulty. Caveri- 
patnam, a place of fome confequence, from its 
fituation, was alfo inverted. Its fortrefs was com- 
manded by an able officer, and did not yield till 
fcvciitcen days after the trenches were opened, 
and then only from feeing no profpcfl or poffibi- 
lity of relief. Without lofing a moment, ihc ar- 
my fet down before Kiflnagerri. This is a fort of 
no inconfiderable flrcngth. It (lands on the brow 
of a fteep mountain, and is rendered almort im- 
pregnable by nature, without any material aflift- 
ance from art. The garrifbn was commanded by 
a European, and made a brave defence. The 
Bntifh troops affauked it twice, in the lafl of which 

twenty-four grenadiers and fcvcral foldicrs were 
killed. 
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The diftance of this place from Banguelofe is 
about twenty-two leagues ; and General Smith, 
learning by his fcoiits, that the two fubahs had be- 
gun their march from that part of the countr)’, 
thought it improper to walte* more time in an ac- 
quifition of jo little confcquencc, efpecially as it 
was connected with fo much danger. He there- 
fore raifed the liege, and polled himfelf to defend 
the pafs of V^elorc. It was of the lall importance 
to render this enteraiicc to the Arcot diftri6ls as 
(liHieult as poffiblc. There were two others, but 
tiiis w'liieh opens about four leagues from Caveripat- 
nani, was the only one through which artillery 
could be convcnientlv conveyed. And being in 
the center with Caveripatnam, aconfidcrable town 
, and fortrefs lituatcd on the Palier, in their rear, 
our army could either difputc the pafs with the 
fubahs, or fctirc in fafety. 

It was how^ever determined in a council of war, 
which Hyder coiifulted on the occafion, to avoid 
fhis pafiage, and to attempt that of Ventigerri. 
No fooncr were the movements of the enemy an- 
nounced to (General Smith, than he broke tip his 
camp, and hallencd to prevent them. Hyder, 
perceiving his aim, turned fuddenly to the right, 
ami bv (he adroitnefs of the evolution, and an ex- 
peditious march, cleared the entrance, which, 
though even ground, ivS long, narrow, and wind- 
ing, without oppolition or annoyance. 

The Knglifh, ddappointed by fuch an imcx- 
pc6led manceuvic, repaired as quickly as pollibie 
to Caveripatnam, where thc}' did not think it cx- 

pt dient 
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pcdierrt to ftay, but reinforcing the garrifon >?itl| 
twelve hundred fepoys* a few topall'es belonging to 
the artillery, and thirty European cannoniers, 
polled themfelves in a fituation more convenient 
for receiving convoys from Madrafs, as well as 
a jundion with the troops under die command of 
Colonel Wood, who then befieged the fort of 
Ahtoore. 

Hyder having paffed theftraits, encamped aboiK 
a league and an half from Caveripatnam, which 
was immediately invclted by his cavalry. Tlic 
town is fuxrounded by an antique wall and a ram- 
part, with (trong Hone towers. The Palicr waflies 
part of its walls ; but this river, which is very 
broad, was not tlicn above a foot deep. The iw- 
liabitants, terrified by the hoililc appearance on 
the plains, immediately evacuated and fet fire to 
the town. The Indian army, breaking loofefrom 
all rellraint, rullied to the plunder. I'he cannon 
from the fort made prodigious (laughter among the 
pillagers. Next morning the enemy opened a 
battery of twenty pieces, with a view to filcncc the 
garrifon, and which did much execution. But the 
Englifli poured an incelTrnt llorm of cannon and 
mufquetry from the ballions, whicli killed an im- 
menie number of men, and would certainly have 
diflodged the battery, had they not been To much 
galled by multitudes of markfmen, who hid them- 
felvcs behind fome ruins, that it was impoffible to 
(land on the rampart. This dcllrii6livc fire obli- 
ged the garrifon to hoift their flag. Hyder refu- 
led nothing that was demanded. The troops 
G 4 marched 
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inarched out with the honours of war, and were 
permitted to dircft their route for Madrafs, with- 
out moleftation. 

The united army, fhortly after this, encamping 
on the banks of the Palicr, obliged General Smith 
to change his pofition. He moved towards a rifing 
ground, that the enemy’s cavalry might not have 
it in their power to harrafs him with the fame ad- 
vantage. Hyder inftantly ordered an attack. It 
was bravely fultaincd on both lides. The Englifh 
army were but a handful to the infinite fwarm of 
alfailants who furrounded and invefted them from 
^11 fidcs of the hill which they occupied. Th^ ^ 
coemy's infantry were fupported by all Hyder's 
artillery, while ours, by the difficulty of pointing 
downwards, were Icfs capable of a fure aim. The 
fuperior excellence of the Britifh gunners fuffici- 
pntly compenfated for this difadvantage. The 
P’.uropcans in the fervice of the enemy broke fome 
ofMahommed Ally’s troops, and took two pieces 
of artillery, but were fuddenly repulfed by a few 
Englifh, who recovered the cannon. Night only 
parted tlK combatants. 

Hyder loll vail numbers in this battle. Nine 
hundred grenadiers, who were his heft troops, 
were left in the field. The lofs of the Englifh was 
comparatively trivial, though they judged it expe- 
dient to decamp in the night. The enemy were 
afraid to purfue, notwiihflanding the fpirits they 
derived from this femblancc of a retreat. They 
continued, however, to hover at a diflance, nor 
pnpc lofl fight of the Englifh army, which foon 

rcachecj 
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feached its deftination in good order, till they had 
advanced and encamped within a league and an 
half of Trinomaly. 

The two objefls to which Genefal Smith obvi- 
oufly directed all his manoeuvres, were a junftion 
with the army under Colonel Wood, which he 
expefted every day ; and a general engagement 
with the enemy, in fuch a fituation as Ihould in a 
great meafure defeat the utility of their cavalry. 
Hyder either did not perceive the ncceffity of in- 
tercepting Wood, overlooked, or could not ac- 
complifh it. Both our armies, however, were foon 
united, and forthwith marched to take pofTeflion 
of a poll, not more than two leagues from Trino- 
maly, Hill better adapted for tempting the enemy 
to attack them, and where their cavalry was not 
likely to be of more fervicc. After fevcral artful 
difpofitions of his troops, General Smith brought 
on an engagement. The Nizam s army was thrown 
into diforder on the lirfl onfet, and lied with pre- 
cipitation on all fides. Hyder led on his infantry 
with great firmnefs and order. His cannonade on 
our left was ferved with much regularity and dif- 
patch. His battery was covered by a morafs in 
front. The Englilh, however, foon turned his 
left, by the advantage of fome rifing grounds, 
which brought them to a clofe engagement. The 
Indians fupported their fire for fome time with 
ftcadinefs and alacrity, but the vigour, impetuo- 
fity and ardour of the Englifh were not to be re- 
filled by numbers. Hyder's perfonal bravery fer- 
ved him in little Head amidfi a huge multitude in 

whom. 
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whom terror and confufion only prevailed. 
had now the mortification to perceive, notwith- 
ftanding all his attention to the difciplinc of hh 
troops, that thefnperiority of the Company’s con- 
iinued hill undirainifhed. A total defeat enfued. 
Some of the Nizams artillery fell into the hands of 
the Englift^ who alfo took a few prifoners. 

During thefe operations, which happened alM)ut 
the end of September [1767] a detachment of 
Myforean cavalry, under the command of Hyder’s 
fon, advanced with fo much fpe^ and fccrefy to- 
wards Madrafs, that the governor, Mahommed 
Ally, his fon, and Colonel Call, feveral other 
members of the council, being at breakfaft in the 
country houfe at the Company's gardens, narrowly 
efeaped falling into the enemy's hands. A domef- 
tic of a friend in Hyder's camp appeared but juft 
lime enough to announce the approach of Tippoo 
Saib. Their return to Madrafs was cut off. The 
nabob of Arcot was obliged for his fafety to the 
fwiftnefs of his horfe. The reft found refuge in a 
finall veffel, which, fortunately for them, lay by 
accident oppofite to the garden. This unexpefted 
fally flung the whole place into immediate conftcr- 
nation and uproar. The black town, which con- 
tains upwards of four hundred thoufand inhabi- 
tants, alarmed by the fugitives from the country, 
abandoned their houfes and effclfts, and iffued into 
the fort by multitudes. In an inftant the ftreets, 
the ditches, and even the glacis, were covered 
with people. The governor, on his arrival, could 
with much difficulty force a paflage to his houfe. 

The 
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TVic place was at laft faved by the exertions of 
Call the engineer. He armed all the Europeans 
who could be collefted. He difpatchcd a batta-' 
lion of fepoys to defend the entrance to the black 
town. The pillagers were confequently deterred 
from their plunder, and an interval for delibera- 
tion was obtained. The confultation was hardly 
finiflied, when news arrived from General Smith, 
of the vi6lory he had gained over the army of the 
fubahs, at Trinomaly. This was announced to 
the people and the neighbourhood, from the fort, 
by one hundred and four guns. Tippoo Saib and 
his troops, alarmed for the fafety of Hyder, having 
ravaged the environs of Madrafs, immediately re- 
turned to the army, where he was expctled, not 
without anxiety for his fituation, and where the 
exploits of this expedition were regarded as the 
certain prefages of the greateft celebrity in future 
enterprife. 

Partly to avoid the rainy feafon which had al- 
ready begun to fet in, and which is always attended 
with the mod fatal confequences to Europeans, 
partly to recruit his men, who had fuffered incre- 
dible fatigue, from the various hardfhips to which 
this campaign had reduced them, and partly to 
wait the approach of a reinforcement cxpeQcd 
from Bengal, General Smith fent his army into 
quarters. Having firfl: drongly garrifoned Trino- 
maly, Vaniambady, Ambour, and other advanced 
places, he diflributed the remainder of his. troops 
in Velore, Arcot, and fomc other ftrong contigu- 
ous towns. 


It 
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It was while Hyder encamped in a plain five 
leagues diftant from Caveripatnam, that the fubahs ' 
agreed that the two armies flioiild feparate, and 
that, while Hyder carried on the war againft Ma- 
bommed Ally, the Nizam fliould attack the Englilh 
on the fide of Mafulipatam, in order to divide their 
forces, Thefe terms were adopted with apparent 
cordiality by men who regarded each other w'ith 
the Rrongdl. antipathy. They were at the fame 
time extremely lavifh in their profeflions of mutual 
cflecm, and the treachery which lurked in the 
hearts of both was laborioufly concealed by an ex- 
cefs of luxury andfplcndour which they alternately 
difplayed, as marks of reciprocal affetlion and re- 
fpeft. 

Vaniambady was without lofs of time furround- 
cd by the Indian army. The place was foon found 
fitfccptible of being approached by favour of the 
water, hedges, and trees, without the necefiity of 
opening trenches. The garrifon confilted of near 
a ihoufand fepoys, and about twenty Europeans. 
Fourteen iron cannon, which were difmounted by 
thofc of the befiegers, compofed all the artillery^ 
The place, thougii well provided with ammunition 
and (lores, though no breach had been yet effeft- 
cd, and though in that cafe there wanted not work- 
men to repair the carriages, was taken without 
much rcfillence. The only terms infifted upon by 
tlie enemy were, that the commander and the other 
European olFicers (Jiould not, for one year, ferve 
againft Hydfr- 


Hyder 
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Hyder went from this place ftraight to Ambour. 
Here the Company had amaffed vaft quantities of 
ammunition and ftores. At the foot of the citadel, 
which is fituated on the fummit of a deep inaccef- 
fible mountain, is a fort ftrengthened by the addi- 
tion of a palifaded covered way, and a glacis. 
The fort is at the fame time inclofed by a town of 
confiderable magnitude, defended by a brick wall, 
with round baftions and a dry ditch. Half the 
place was covered by a large pond, at the end of 
which there was a redoubt, which clofcd the road 
between the pond and the river, and commanded 
that on the other fide. 

The town was in one quarter thought capable of 
being taken by ilorm, without any breach. Orders 
were confequcntly iffued for carrying this point. 
ITe attack fucceeded almoft without refdlence. 
The garrifon had in fatt placed their only depend- 
ance on the fort and citadel. The town, abandon- 
ed of its inhabitants, they forefaw, by inviting the 
enemy to plunder, would expofe them to the fire 
of as much cannon as they could bear againft ihem^ 
The manoeuvre was judicious, and fucceeded to 
fuch a degree, that the number killed on the ftreets 
and buried among the ruins was prodigious. 

The enemy’s attempt againft the citadel and fort 
was not fo fortunate. His batteries were no foon- 
cr raifed than demolifhed. A great number of his 
braveft men were daily facrificed to the temerity 
of this abortive fiegc. Pie planted cannon on a 
rock which overlooked the garrifon, who in two 
days creeled fiich a bulwark as rendered ilietn per- 

fetUy 
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fe£Uy ufelefs. So that, after feventcen days feverd 
exertion, the lofs of many Europeans, and the ex- 
penditure of much ammunition, the work was ftill 

more advanced than at firft. In this fiate of 
affairs, news arrived that the Englifh army was kf- 
fembled at Vclore, and marching to raife the fiege. 
Hyder, without a moment s hefitation, embraced 
the refolution of anticipating them, and retreated. 

It was about this time that the Nizam had not 
only parted from Hyder, but renewed his agree- 
ment with the prefidency of Madrafs ; that Colo- 
nel Wood was fent, at the head of a confiderablc 
detachment, to reduce feveral of Hyder s forts irf 
the vallies, and that it was refolved General Smith 
fhould carry the war into Hyder's dominions, and 
lay fiege to Banguelore. The execution of this 
plan commenced as foon as the army were provid- 
ed with neceffaries. 

A fmall fquadron failed at the fame time from 
Bombay to attack Mangalore, one of Hyder’s 
principal fca‘ports, fituated in the center of Cana- 
ree, on the Malabar coait In this road all his 
navy for the moll part lay at anchor. The expe- 
dition fucceeefed [Feb. 25, 1768], All the forts 
were taken with very little lofs, and the bed of his 
Ihips captured. A garrifon was left to defend the 
town. Tippoo Saib, at tlic head of the beft troops 
in Hyder’s array, flew to the relief of the Cana- 
rincs, who, confidering him as their deliverer,! 
flocked to his ftandard, and putting themfclvcs 
under his cotoraand, retook the town, and made 
the garrifon prifoners. This, like all the other 

petty 
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petty exploits of this young warrior, was, by the 
parafites in his father s court, immediately magni- 
fied, and extoled as an inftance of the greateft he- 
roifm. 

Colonel Wood alfo took a great number oF 
places. His operations were fbmetimes checked,, 
but on the whole fuccefsfnl. In an aflion which 
was fought [ 08 .ober 4, 176S], he beat an army 
(wenty-lix thoufand ftrong, with lefs than three 
thoufand men, four hundred of which only were 
Europeans. Indeed the field was alternately loft 
and won feveral times, and the engagement which 
began at eleven o'clock in the forenoon, lafted till 
five in the afternoon. The enemy were at laft ob- 
liged to retreat, leaving the field covered with their 
dead. Three elephants, nine camels, and feven 
hundred horfes were killed on this occafion. We 
Wd foinc brave officers flain, feveral wounded, 
and a few taken prifoners, and wc loft between two 
and three hundred men. 

The glory of this day was foon swid fhockingly 
eclipfed, by the dreadful cruelty which aUended 
our capture of Darampuri. All the garrifon, the 
commander, his fon, and every officer, were put 
to the fword, except twelve Europeans, who were 
laved by the EngUfli grenadiers. This bloody af- 
feiult is even faid to have been made while the 
white flag was on the breach. It was an outrage 
which the enemy were not backward to retaliate. 
-For MoQum, Hydec's brother-in-law, (hortly af- 
ter, in cold blood, maflacred a confiderable body 
our fepoys in the plains of Ovilocc^ 


The 
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The forces under Colonel Wood having rejoin-* 
fed the army, General Smith, in his march to Ban- 
guelore, took fevcral of the enemy’s ftrong holds. 
He conftituted Oofeotta his military magazine, 
which he fortified with great care. In a hoftilc 
country, full of faftneffes and narrow palfes, and 
at the fame time necelfarily expofed to the depre- 
dations of an aQive, intrepid and vigorous enemy, 
he foon found himfcif llraitcncd for provifions. 
While he opened the trenches before Ballpour, 
Hydcr invellcd the place where all his (lores were 
depofited. The General, to refeue his magazine, 
abandoned the enterprife ; and thus, without fav- 
ing Oofeotta, loft the certain profpc6l of an im- 
portant acquifition. For it was at this place he re- 
ceived orders to return with the army. Ilyder, 
aware of the dcfencclefs ftate of our fettlements, 
. availed himfelf of the celerity which his cavalry 
were capable of exerting on particular emergen- 
cies, and in confequence of feveral mafterly mo- 
tions, got between our troops and the Carnatic, 
which he entered and ravaged at plcafure. The 
Englilh army inftantly relinquifhcd all the footing 
they had obtained in his territories, and haftened, 
by forced and fatiguing marches, to the defence 
of their own and their allies. Hyder, by this ma- 
noeuvre, recovered without a blow all he had loft. 
He was no longer a fugitive flying before his ene- 
mies, unable to fuccour his own ; but a vindi6live 
and haughty viftor pouring deftruftion on our do- 
minions. His army, drooping and diminifhing Qir- 
dcr the hardfhips of a defenfive w’ar, which 

the 
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ihe proper ftimulus for fuch troops as are only 
rouzed into courage and aftivity by their hopes of 
plunder, were now entered on a feries of ope- 
rations perfectly adapted to their genius and ha- 
bits. Under thefe fortunate circumflanCes, his 
forces and allies naturally augmented with his re- 
putation. Thus fpreading ruin and devaftation 
through the territories of Mahommed Ally, he not 
only gratified his perfonal refentment to that 
prince, whom he detefted for his infidious con- 
nection with the Englifh, but alfo flung all our in- 
land fettlements into confufion and terror, admi- 
niftered to the malice with which our fuccefs was 
♦regarded by thofe whom our politics had opprefled, 
and cut off one of our principal refources for car- 
rying on the war. 

His method of fighting was not lefs judicious 
than the route he had taken. The flrength of hia 
army confifting of cavalry, he avoided, as much 
as poflible, facing our troops, wherever his could 
not aCl with freedom. He declined, for this rea- 
fon, with the fame folicitude that General Smith 
urged a general engagement. His chief objeCl waa 
to attack our detached parties, and intercept our 
-convoys. And in the fame proportion that thefe 
rallies weakened our forces, they ncceffarily 
firengthened his, by additional numbers and fpi- 
-rits. Indeed, all that rendered him formidable 
;Was the fagacity which diftinguiflied his operations, 
as we were never without an army greatly fuperioi: 
to his in the field. *And whatever injury he miglic 
H do 
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do ihe revenues of the Company, he was inca- 
pable of otherwife endangering its fecurity. 

Hyder having advanced within fcven leagues of 
Madras, the Englifh army were prepared to dif- 
pute the paffage of the river St. Thomas, when he 
fuddenly difappeared, and while no intelligence 
could be obtained of his route, fhewed hirafelf at 
the gates on the other fide of the town, and dif- 
patched a flag of’ truce to know what propofition 
they had to make. The prefidency had recently 
received the orders of the Company to make peace 
•at any terms. It was currently believed that Hy- 
der was entering into an alliance with the Mar- 
ratos. For the fc reafons they thought it prudent 
to decline the contefl. The en^^my, notwithftand- 
ing their advantages, were equally inclined to 
peace. It was therefore, on the third of April, 
£1769,] mutually agreed, that both parties fhould 
defray their own expences, and the forts or places 
taken on either fide be reftored ; that the refpec- 
tive prifoners fhould be rcleafed, and a free com- 
mercial intercourfe allowed, both in the Carnatic 
and Hyder Ally's dominions; that Mahommed 
Ally fhould pay a tribute of fix lacks of rupees, or 
feventy-fivc thoufand pounds, of which the firft 
year’s revenue fhould be laid down ; and that there 
fhould be a perpetual league, offenfive and defen- 
Cve, between the negociating powers, and a fpecific 
number of troops, in cafes of emergency, provided 
by each. 
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^fius ended a war commenced without any^ 
folid principle of policy or difcretion, conduced 
throughout by illiberal meafures, and involving, 
both in its progrefs and termination, confequences 
peculiarly inaufpicious to the general interefts oi 
the Company. 

It appears that the prefidency, in adopting the 
refolmion of provoking Hyder Ally to hoftilities, 
paid but little attention, cither to the Hate of their 
own finances, their military ftrength, the refources^ 
of the enemy, the dangerous fituation of their ally's* 
dominions, or the advantages of their employcrs.i 
They knew that the treafury of Madras was abfo- 
lutely inadequate to the vafl expenditure which 
thefe operations would neceffarily occafion, and 
that even the revenues of Bengal, after paying the 
interell of the Company's debt, and its own civil 
and military eftablifhment, could fpare but little? 
to affift or relieve them. It was obvious their own 
territories would be expofed to depredation, while 
their troops were occupied on a diftant ferviccj 
and. that the nabob would be Icfs able to fupport 
them, as he fuffered from the enemy. The coun- 
try, in which Hyder could always fecurc a retreat, 
notWithftanding our fuperiority, was not fufceptible 
of an eafy reduftion. So that from every impar- 
tial view of their conduft, it feems to have prigi* 
nated chiefly in an empty defirc of a^grandifement 
at beft, or more probably in the apprehenfion that 
thofe princes whofe dominions were moft expofed 
to the depredatolfy cxcurfions of the army, might 
increafe their private fortunes, by fccretly pur- 
H 79 ^:bafin^ 
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chafing art exemption from the members of the? 

Council. 

To whatever caufes the war may be attributed,* 
the mode of carrying it on admits of no apology» 
The army was in perpetual want of neceflaries, and 
fuch as they obtained were not always of the beft 
kind. Their movements were conftantly retarded 
for want of oxen to tranfport their artillery, which 
alone could protect them from the hidden attacks 
of the enemy's cavalry. The general was at the 
fame time deprived of all diferetionary power, by 
the prefcnce of a fpecial delegation, whom the 
prcfidency appointed to attend the army, and fu- 
perintend the campaign. The only man of found 
abilities in this committee was Colonel Call-, whofe 
opinion, in emergencies of the greatell delicacy 
ind confequence, was habitually over-ruled by the 
ignorance, timidity, and avarice of his colleagues. 
This office, unknown irt the Englilh fervice, and 
pernicious wherever it has been adopted, feems 
created, on the prefent occafion, merely for the 
emolument of thofe employed, who, deeply con- 
r;erncd in the contrails for fupplying the troops,, 
regulated their motions in fuch a manner as beft 
fuited their own convenience and intereft. The* 
army felt the badeffeas of fuch an ill-advifed mea- 
fure in all its departments. Brave and experienced 
officers were difgufted. Some of them quitted the 
fervice ; others, whofe circumftances in fuch a fitu- 
ation, and at fo great a diftance ffom home, did 
net permit them to a6l fo decifive a part, found 
the duly irkfome, and relaxed their exertions.. 

And 
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And not a few, without either char after, recom^ 
mendation, or intereft, were employed, advanced, 
and entruftcd. The war was confequcntly marked 
with a ftigma which had never before difgraced 
the military honour of the nation ; Britifli officers 
defcriingthe caufe of their country for the fervice 
of an inveterate enemy, and forts given up in fuch 
a manner as to have an appearance rather of trea- 
chery than cowardice. 

It was not eafy to forefec or demonftrate any 
poffible advantage that could rcfult to the Com- 
pany from this war. But thofe only who urged 
the meafure, that the property of their mailers 
might be abforbed in lucrative jobs to them or their 
friends, could remain blind to its confequences. 
The council of Madras feem to have been dazzled 
with the chimerical cxpeftations of realizing, like 
their fellow-fervants in Bengal, an immenfe terri- 
torial revenue. Their general difpatches to the 
Court of Direftors about this period, exhibited thefc 
delufive profpefts in colours peculiarly brilliant and 
interefting. They promifed no lefs than to inveft 
their mailers with the fovereignty of all the Corro- 
mandel coaft, and that of Malabar, from Cape 
Rama to Cape Comorin. This profound and 
profperous policy was immediately rendered fub- 
fervient to pecuniary intrigue. The nation, ac- 
cullomed to the marvellous adventures of the Eall, 
cafily became the dupe of its own credulity, and 
eagerly anticipated more profperity than it was 
reafonablc to expeft. This temporary delirium 
•was not without its eflFeft. India ftock rofe with 
H 3 rapidity^ 
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fapidity, from the general defire that prevailed td 
fhare in the fuccefs of the prefent meafures. The 
report of our vi6lory at Trinomaly corroborated 
thefe flattering hopes, by promifing to facilitate 
their accomplilhment. In this moment of intem- 
perate joy, from the prefumption of a felicity barely 
poflible, the capture of Madras by the fon of Hy- 
der Ally, a youth of eighteen, was announced. 
The revolution in the public mind, from extacy to 
jdefpair, was inflant and univerfal. The news, be- 
caufe did iked by all, was doubted by many, and 
anxioufly difputcd by more. The great body of 
the people, however, were fo much alarmed and 
chagrined by their difappointment, that India Itock 
was reduced, fell above fixty per cent, in a few 
days, and was foon expetlcd to fall ftill lower. 
Not all the efforts of the Direftors could give but 
a momentary check to this general torrent of de- 
fpondepey. In vain they produced their official 
difpatches, or afferted that the Company, inflead 
of being in danger, was never in a more flourifhing 
condition. That only which was moft dreaded 
received the greatell credit. A fufpicion of the 
worft was now the epidemical diforder, which time 
and patience alone could remove. The more tlie 
fubjed was underftood, the livelier were people’s 
refentments excited againfl thofe who had thus 
wantonly deceived them. The conduft of the 
Company’s fervants, efpecially in Madrafs, was 
icanvaffed with freedom, and arraigned with feve- 
rity. Fafts were inveftigated and proved, which, 
kwas faid, expofed them not only tocenfure, but 
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to punifliment, And the failure of the war was 
roundly imputed to their iniquitous contraQs, mo- 
nopolies, and extra-appointments. It was found 
that large remittances had been made from Ben- 
gal, to fupply the deficiency of revenue in 
Madras. Thefe were of a bafe kind of gold 
coin, by which the Company were fuppofed 
to have fuftained, in mere exchange, the lofs of 
forty thoufand pounds. The inveftments ufually 
made from Madras to China, were confcquently 
fufpended, no filver circulating in the country, and 
all the various manufactures at a ftand, from the 
fear of the enemy. The bufincfs of the fubordi- 
nate factories was equally obnoxious to injury and 
interruption from the fame caufe. The tributary 
polygars, efpecially of Mahommed Ally, were di- 
latory in their payments, and refolved their back- 
wardnefs into that want of protection which left 
their property a prey to robbery and devaftation. 
Thus every pecuniary refourcc of the Company 
was affeCIed by this cxpenfive and pernicious war. 
Their martial reputation, from the prudence and 
gallantry of their officers, had fufl'ered nothing in 
the eyes of Hyder, who had feen and felt their 
fuperiority in fo many inflances. But our troops 
were no longer confidcred as invincible by the 


country at large. It was on this account adopted 
as a common opinion, that number, unanimity, 
bravery, difeipline, and conduCl, had nearly the 
fame effcCl on Europeans and Indians. This war 
did more. It inculcated in the princes of Indoftan, 
the neceffity, the importance, an^ the praClica- 
H 4 bili^l^ 
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bility of a general confederacy, and oppofed to 
thofe hereditary feuds, which in all affairs of com- 
merce and government had given fuch an afcen- 
dancy to foreigners, this founded of all political 
maxims, that among no people on earth can there 
be aily*c )nfidence without fidelity, or any fafety 
without union. 

The affairs of the Company, as well from their 
own magnitude as from their infeparable connec- 
tion with the prorpcrity of the whole empire, were 
now an objc6l of condant and general confidc- 
ration. The national credit and intered were 
deeply involved with theirs. Some effeftual mea- 
fures were therefore deemed rcquifite, to put a 
flop to fuch abufes and mifmanagement as had fo 
foully difgraced the Britifh name, both in India 
and Europe, and which had been attended with 
cffcQs injurious at once to the Company and com- 
munity. 

With this view a plan was brought forward for 
inveding three perfons of competent experience in 
the conditution and bufinefs of the Company, as 
well as in the nature of Indian politics and con- 
jicttions ; with extraordinary powers, and who Ihould 
be fent to that country, under full authority, to exa- 
mine and retlify the concerns of every department. 
Mr. Vanfittart, Mr. Scrafion, and Colonel Ford, all 
of whom had formerly ferved with reputation, the 
two former in a civil, and the latter in a military 
capacity, were accordingly appointed to this fer- 
vice, with an abfolute controul over all the Com- 
pany's fervants in that part of the worW. 


This 
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This appointment, as might be expefted, occa- 
fioned much warm altercation, and the moll ex- 
quifite intrigue, efpecially on their fide whofe 
friends accepted oftenfible fituations in India. — 
They oppofed the meafure as nugatory, repro- 
bated the principles of the inftitution as infidi- 
ous and fallacious, and branded the powers thus 
^created, as originating in a mean fufpicion of their 
fidelity, in whom, by the conftitution of the Com- 
pany, their confidence was placed. Others, ftait- 
led at the magnitude of the truft, and the delicacy 
of the commiffion. Every inch of the ground was 
difputcd, new objeflions were conftantly raifed^ 
and notwithftanding feveral general courts had af- 
ferabled and canvaffed the merits of the meafure^ 
no decifion could take place without a ballot. — 
This was no fooner obtained, and the commiffion 
for giving effeft to the refolution, than a new de- 
lay was occafioncd by a requifition from the mini- 
fter, that the Company fhould give to a fervant of 
the crown a principal (hare in the dire6lion of their 
affairs. 

The Direflors, during thefe debates, had applied 
for two (hips of the line and fome frigates, as their 
appearance in the Indian feas tended to facilitate 
the intercourfe of their fervants with the native 
princes. Government gave them no anfwer, but 
it wa^ known that a fquadron, under the command 
of Sir John Lindfay, was deftined to fail for that 
part of the world. In order, however, to be cer- 
tain of a matter thus important to the intereft of 
the Company, the fan6lion of a general court, it 

was 
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was prefumed, would render a fimilar application 
fo refpcftable, that miniftry would be under the 
necelTity gl making fomff reply. At a meeting, 
therefore, of the proprietors [July 27], a motion 
to this purpofc was unanimoufly adopted, and an- 
other court appointed to receive tbe melfage of 
government. 

At this court, wdiich was held about a fortnight 
after, a letter was received from Lord Weymouth, 
one of his Majeily’s fccrctarics of {\atc, fignifying 
that the meafurc adopted by the Company, had, in 
ihc opinion of miniftry, been deemed illegal ; that 
he was forry to find, by their anfwer, that they had 
not acceded to the appointment of a naval officer, 
with full powers to adjult all maritime affairs in 
India. He now begged they would rcconfider the 
commiffion in general, and that the particular arti- 
cle of granting unlimited powers to a naval officer 
might be laid before the proprietary at large. 

This extraordinary demand produced an elabo- 
rate correfpondcncc between the miniflry and Di- 
reftors. A fubje6l altogether new, and involving 
queftions of the greatcfl commercial and conftilu- 
fvonal importance, was laid before the proprietors. 
It there appeared, that the authority required by 
this minificrial mandate, went in faft to fuperimend 
the fupervifors, as well as ail the Company's con- 
cerns. The Direftion owned a readinefs to allow 
the naval officer a certain participation of influence 
in their councils abroad, but declined acquiefeing 
in the requeft at large, both becaufe they thought 
t)ie trull too great for one perfon, and bccaulc it 

would 



TRANSACTIONS IN INDIA, 


;o7 

vrovAd afford government a perpetual pretext for 
interfering in the management of the Company's 
affairs. They ftated at the fame time, that the 
commiflion had undergone the revifion of council, 
and its legality was confirmed by the opinion of 
the mod reputable lawyers in the kingdom. 

At another court, held by adjournment to a 
fliort day, a fccond letter, which had been receiv- 
ed that morning, was alfo read from the fame mi- 
nidcr. He dated, that by their anfwer the Direc- 
tors had not properly underdood him. He meant 
not to invcd a naval officer with plenipotentiary 
powers at large, but only wiflied him to pofTefs fuch 
a (hare in the bufinefs of adminidration as would 
at once promote the intcred of the Company and 
the honour of government. He begged the pro- 
prietary to confidcr both the cominiffion and 
that degree of authority which the fervant of the 
crown ought to poffiefs. He declined giving any 
ppinion on the fird of ihefe ; but as government, 
at the requed of the Company, in the eleventh ar- 
ticle of the lad definitive treaty of peace with 
France, made conditions with feveral Indian prin- 
ces, it highly concerned their honour that an offi- 
cer of their appointment ffiould be principal agent 
in all matters offenfive and defenfive. 

The defignof the minifler was now obvious, and 
a confidcrable time was occupied in giving due 
confideration to the fubjeft. It occafioned at the 
next general court [Auguft go.] a very tedious and 
warm debate. But, after much argumentation on 
both fidcs, and not a little vioJfnec, the mfUter 

was 
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was at length reflcd on this general queftion, which 
was to be decided by ballot: — That this courtwill 
give the officer of the crown, commanding fhips 
of the line, a fhare in the deliberations and refo- 
lutions of the Company, merely with regard to the 
two objefts of making peace and declaring war, 
where his Majcfly's forces are employed ? It was 
rejefted accordingly by a great majority. 

T’he commiffion for the naval commander in 
chief was in the mean time made out ; but as the 
rcquifition of extraordinary power had not been 
granted, his operations were limited to the Gulph 
of Perfia, where the Company's affairs had for 
fomc time been greatly incommoded by the trou- 
bles which embroiled the natives. A fort of coni- 
promife thus took place. The power of making 
peace and war was allowed by the Direfiors to the 
naval commander only in the Gulph of Perfia, and 
the demand for fhips of the line to the Bay of Ben- 
gal was fufpended. Two frigates, however, were 
ordered for that fcrvicc, and at the fame time ap- 
pointed to convey the fupervifors, whofe powers 
were at length finally adjufied, and an end put to 
their tedious conteft. 

The Company's agreement with government, 
and the reflraining bill, being nearly expired, 'it 
was deemed expedient to lay before miniftry fuch 
propofals as were likely to become the bafis of 
a new bargain. The object of the Direfiors 
was to obtain, if poflible, more equitable terms, 
and a permanent fettlement of the Company 
affairs. They were folicitous to realize fome re- 
turn 
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turn or compenfation for the great fum of moneys 
which they annually paid to government. A pro- 
longation of their charter for five years was requir- 
ed, and confidered as a moderate equivalent. — 
This, however, was abfoluteiy refufed. Extorting 
money from the Company was clearly a part of the 
minillerial fyllcm. Their interference in reftritl- 
ing their dividend, demonftrated that the Compa- 
ny were in the hands of a power which they could 
not rcfift. It was too late to infill on conditions. 
The controul was eftablilhcd, and might be ex- 
pected to operate. Even the fmallelt relaxation 
in the reftriCtive power began to be confidered as a 
favour, rather than acknowledged as a compcnfi- 
tion. 

Thus circumfianced, after a IcHig train of nego- 
elation and confultation with fevcral general courts, 
an agreement was concluded, and a bill brought 
into parliament grounded on the following princi- 
ples. That the Company fliould pay to the j)ublic, 
for five years to come, tlie annual fum of four 
hundred thouland pounds : I'hat, in tliat time, 
they might increafe their dividends to twelve and 
a half per cent, the increafe not to exceed one 
per cent, in any one year : That if the Company, 
from any caufe or emergency, during that term, 
were under the neceffity of reducing their divi- 
dends, an equal fum fhould be deduClcd from the 
annual payment made to government; but in cafe 
their dividends were reduced to fix per cent, the 
paymem to the public was to be difcontiimcd : 

Thai. 
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That, during ihefc Hve years, the Company fhould 
export Britiih goods equal in value, upon an aver- 
age, with thofe exported for an equal num- 
ber of )^ears pad : alid that, if any furplus of the 
Company's cafh remained in England, after pay- 
ment of certain (peciried debts, it fhould be lent 
to the public at an intereft of two per cent. 


CHAP- 
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CHAPTER V. 

of iht various Revolutions -which took place tnt 
the Provinces of Bengal — Opprejpons of Mahom- 
Tiled Reza Cawn — A dreadful famine — Mr, Hajl- 
ings — His Regulations — His Intrigues with the 
Country Princes — Sujah vl Dowlah — Shaw AlLm, 
or the Great Mogul — The Rohilla War, 

An entire change in the arrangement of thepoA 
litical eftablifhmcnt was the ncceifary and immedi- 
ate confcquence of our acceflion to the Dewan- 
nee pf Bengal. It produced a revolution which 
convulfcd the ftate to its extrcmiiies, and which, 
under a feries of fingular occurrences, gave exift- 
ence to fuch a variety of new circumftaaces, as. 
mark our fubfequent tranfa^ons in that unfortu- 
nate country with a novelty and infamy, which are 
without a parallel in the hiftory of the fpecies. 

From that moment the government affumed a 
new (hape. AH the branches of the executive 
power were transferred from natives to the con- 
querors. Every official department, every fitua" 
lion of dignity and emolument, every poll of coil-, 
fidence, exertion and refponfabiliiy was feiacd and, 
occupied by the Englifli. The influence of the 
fubah waa fubflantially annihilated. He was vitr 
lually retrained by his new fuuation from exercif- 
ing a fingle aft of independent fovereignty. He 

could 
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could neither make war nor peace, appoint hi# 
own minillers, controul his own troops, manage 
his own revenues, or I'uperintcnd the adminiftration 
of judice over his own fubjefts. The fcmblance 
of authority which he pofleHcd was literally a pur- 
chafe from the Company. They ufurped the very 
fettlerncnt of his houlehold ; they redri 6 lcd his cx- 
pendituic to certain limitations ; they rendered him 
a captive 111 his own palace; they croiided his 
court vv.th their creatures; they bribed his very 
domcltics to betray him ; and they conftituted 
every wretch in his train a fpy on his private as 
well as his public condud. 

To the Dutch, the Danes, and other Europeans, 
who applied to the prelidency of Calcutta as the 
ruling pow»er, for the grant of indulgence, or the 
redrefs of grievances, they conftantly alTumed the 
prerogative, while they artfully eluded the direft 
avowal of that high charader, by yielding or re- 
fufing protedion under the name of influence. 
Equally careful to avoid difclaiming their own 
fuprcniacy, or roundly afl'erting that of another, 
their lovcrcigiit) was daily and palpably fubHanti- 
ated by every part f)f tlieir condud. Nor could 
all the fulnlety of political fophiflry conceal the 
reality and exertions of an authority which opef*ated 
openly, univerfilly, and irrcldtibly. Their po^- 
licy under thele circumftanccs, was a filent acqui- 
elcence in ihe opinion of fuch as treated the Com- 
pany as principals, but to fuifer that convittion to 
acquire maturity and vigour among the natives, ra- 
ther from the general tenor of their adions, than 

from 
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from any ftrenuous and pofitive affertion of theii" 
right. 

The principles, the rtieafures, the objefts, and 
alliances of government, were confequently no 
longer the fame. While the native omrahs were 
in authority, notwithitanding their general depra-^ 
vity of manners, it was but a few of the word wlx> 
dared to introduce any innovations in tyranny. 
The defpotifm which then prevailed throughout the 
empire, was one eftabhfhcd, invariable, well-known 
fyttem, founded in maxims originating in the ha- 
bits of the people, fanftioned by a religion adapted 
to the circumftanccs of the country, and tranP 
mitted, without any material alteration, through a 
long fucceflion of ages. The higher ranks only 
were obnoxious, from their wealth or their influ- 
ence, to the jealoufy or oppreflion of fuperiors. 
The laborious peafants, mechanics, or manufac- 
turers, were in general exempted from the in-* 
trigues, the altercations, and the quarrels of their 
refpeftivc mafters, and often followed their humble 
occupations without molcftation, while the chief- 
tains around them were deeply engaged in tba 
deadlicfl feuds. And it was no uncommon fpcc-* 
taclc, in thefe periods of oriental fimplicity, to fcG 
the farmer ploughing in one field, while the bailie 
raged in another. The value of political infti- 
tutions can be eftimated only by that degree of ge- 
neral profperity, and irllemal peace, which they aro 
calculated to confer, eftablifh, or proteQ. To thefe. 
primary' and efiential objefts of all good govern- 
m«nt, the numerous innovations which diferimi- 
I nated 
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nated the Britifh power in Bengal, had no refer-' 
rence. The miferable natives were defended 
againft foreign invahon or depredation, merely for 
the putpofe of fecuring to the fervanta of the Com- 
pany a monopoly in the trade of domeftk cruelty 
and oppreflion. Intoxicated by the elevated litu- 
fUion to which they were raifed, the violent mea- 
Aires they purfued, like difeafes which prey on the 
vitals, were at firft attended with fymptoms of ap- 
proaching diffolution. By obtruding on their new 
dominions various diforders, under the pretext of 
necefTary reform> they violated the venerable 
forms of antiquity, and fuperfeded ‘ellabliftments 
and ufages which, from time immemorial, the 
Hindoos had been accuftomed to treat with refpeft. 
And thus a government took place, calculated in 
the firft inftance to promote extortion and rapacity, 
and in the objc6l and operation of which, the cha- 
rafter and happinefs of the people at large had no 
fhare. 

Of this extraordinary fyftem no other account 
can be given, than that it originated in the mere 
contingency of mercantile enteiprife. Nothing 
limilar, at leaft, can be found in the inventions or 
fpeculations of ancient or modern times, among 
Gothic or civilized nations. It was a fpecies of ab- 
folutc delegation, in which the conftituent body re- 
ferved no authority which could operate as a check 
on the ufurpation or abufes of their reprefentatives. 
It was radically and eflentially defeflive, as with- 
out a faculty of Icgiflation, and without intereil in 
the confequenecs^ it not only poftcHed^ :btit united 

the 
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the executive and judiciary powers in their utmoft 
latitude. It was a government of degradation and 
abfurdity, in which the fervants of the Company 
were merchants in Iheir civil, and fovereigns in 
their mercantile charaQer. 

From being a province of the empire, the terri- 
tory thus ufurpcd by the Company became lite- 
rally independent, or whatever fubordination was 
acknowledged, it was altogether nominal, and 
without refponfibility. In faQ, the Great Mogul, 
in whom all the prerogatives of fovereignty through- 
out t! j vail empire of Indoltan are veiled, was 
aftually reduced to the lituation of a penfioner, 
who owed his iubli Hence to their bounty. No 
conneftions were henceforth cultivated among the 
neighbouring powers, on principles of a liberal 
equality. An obvious propenfity to circumvent 
and over-reach, uniformly marked the Ipiritof all 
(heir treaties. The fword was the 01 dy charted 
they avowed to- the natives, who were accuftomed 
by habit and example to regard no means as Un- 
lawful for maintaining dominions which had been 
acquired by violence. A power thus operating 
without controul, either from principles of internal 
reftitude, or external fuperiority, appeared to the 
princes of India as a prc*digioiis voitcx, whkh 
threatened immediate extin£iion to c\ery approxi- 
mating obje£l, and from which there was no fafety 
but in diitance, rcfillancc, or flight. 

Revenue is the great and prevailing objeft of all 
modern policy. Few meafures are adopted in any 
ftatc, wiAout an obvious and dirt&i itcfcretice to 
I St ai> 
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an increafc of trcaliire. The love of glory, the 
principles of honour^ the gallantry of enterprife^ 
are all abforbed in the fordid paffion of avarice. 
In the ancient republicks of Greece and Rome, no* 
other attention was paid to (inancCv than as it wa» 
of general advantage. We confider it as a matter 
of diftinft and fuperior importance. The queftioiv 
with legiflators is no longer how to render the ftate 
profperous, but how to raife money. The mukN 
tdde are reduced to a fpecies of mere property or 
tnerchandizc, and managed, for the moft part, by 
men who fubllitute for the good of the whole their 
own emolument. The faculties of government, 
ihftead of promoting the welfare of all, are con- 
fequenily proftituted to pamper the profligate paf- 
•iions of the idle,, the extravagant, and the worth- 
Xets. 

The fervants of the Company improved on this- 
deftruflivc fyftem. All the chimerical wants of 
the fovercign were gratified in the firft inftance,. 
and no depofitum whatever made for the real necef- 
fitics of the people. The relentlefs mandates oB 
defpotifm alienated one portion after another. The 
thirll of gold,, and a rage for luxury, have been 
long the fcourges of Indoftan, Rapacity muft al« 
ways be the refourcc of tyrants, while Providence 
permits them to awe with authority and outrage^, 
the innocent and defcncelcrs. 

The revenues of Bengal arife from the rents of 
lands which, except a few diftriOs configned fbt 
fp&ial rcafons to individuals, are confidered as the 
IjXQpcrty of the fovercign; fr^m dudcjs^^and cuC* 
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jibms levied on almoft every article of life, and 
fubjeft to infinite variiition, from farms of exclu- 
live privileges, or which have annexed to them 
certain monopolies ; and from fines or forfeitures 
impofed on the natives for every fpecies of mifde- 
meanor, and by every Banyan in the employ of 
the Englifh. The aggregate fum accumulated by 
the united produce of thefe refources mull be im- 
menfe. Under a government abfolutely military^ 
among a people whofe chief charafleriftics arc 
fimplicity, timidity, and fuperftition, and where 
there was no law to guard the helplefs, or awe the 
tyrannical, it is eafy to conceive what dreadful 
implements of oppreflioo thefe feveral branches of 
finance would become. It was the interell of thofe 
who hired the ground of the Company only for a 
year, to reduce the price of labour as much as 
poflible, and without regarding futurity, command 
the greateft produce in their power. The inevi- 
table confequence was imperceptible ; ruin to the 
foil, the ryot, the zimindar, and the revenue. 
The demands of ihofe who colletled the duties 
were in every diilri£i and village enforced by par- 
ties of armed men. Indeed, whoever had any 
fbare in that great chain of dependence and fubor- 
dination, which the Company had inllituted in this 
new empire, confidered himfelf as entitled to the 
privilege of mal-treating the wretched inhabitants^ 
. in proportion to his fituation in the fcrvice. Of 
the infinite contributions raifed in thefe devote4 
provintes, the ihare brought to the Company's ac- 
count was, however, but trivial; though in the 
I 3 generaj 
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general tenor of their orders, they have uflially 
fhewn more anxiety to fwell their revenues than to 
benefit the public. Thcfe are the emphatic words 
of one of their fervants to another*. — By the 
eftabliflied mode of colleftion, the agreement is 
never obferved between the colleftor and the 
** tenant. At the end of the year, whenever the 
former knows that the latter has made any gain, 
f* he furely feizes it, notwithftanding the agree- 
merit being juUly paid. By thefe means all in- 
duftry is checked, and all confidence deftroyed ; 
and neither labourer, farmer, collcftor, and fo 
upwards to the foujedare, having any truft in 
each other, it has made the >vholc a chain of 
rogues and plunderers/' 

Mahommed Reza, the oftcnfible miniftcr of 
finance, ftudied the charafter of his mailers. He 
knew the influence of money. Poflefledof talents 
for bufinefs, an accurate difeernment of men in 
fiftive life, arid a genius for all the refinement and 
obliquities of the deegell intrigue, his fituation gave 
him the command of treafures, and he applied 
then\ with dexterity, in accomplifhing at once his 
intcrefl and ambition. His addrefs in conciliat- 
ing friendfhips was irrcfillible. In penfions and 
prefents among his dependents and abettors, his 
annual dilburfements amounted to nearly half a 
million fterling. The place of tlte Company’s refl- 
uent at the court of the fubab, was equal, at leaft, 

^ Mtj Q> DUca^U to Richard Bcacher, Auguft» 
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to one hundred and fifty thoufand pounds a-year. 
The extortions which thefe immenfe levies occa- 
fioned, fubjefted the miferable inhabitants to a fc- 
ries of the moft wanton cruelties. The emiflaries 
of tyranny and exaction, affifted by felcfl: parties 
of military, fuddenly overfpread and ravaged the 
country far and near. In vain did the weaver, the 
tiller of ground, the handicraft, and the petty 
trader, accufe their opprefTors, or demand a redrefs 
of their wrongs, whillt the intimate friends of tha 
aggrelfors, or the aggrclfors themfclvcs, prefided 
in every court to which they could apply. They 
appealed to Britilh juftice, but were inftantly re- 
manded back to the tribunals of the natives, where 
the judge was not only a party in the caufc, but 
highly incenfed againft them, for daring to betray 
a fulpicioh of his integrity, by lodging their com- 
plaints before his fuperiors. The men who pre- 
fided in thefe prollituted courts, were the fummary 
executioners of the partial and arbitrary mandate 8 
of a monfter, whofe unbounded avarice, not only 
fteeled his heart againft every acceffion of huma- 
nity, but at once tempted and enabled him to 
bribe the indulgence and connivance of his em- 
ployers, that he might thus riot in the cataftrophe 
of his country. Hiftory, averfe to record the bar‘* 
barities which marked his depredations on the cot- 
tages of the poor, could wilh, for the honour of 
the fpecies, to confign them, with their author, 'to 
oblivion. The whole executive power being en^ 
irufted with him, for fubftantiating the pecuniary 
^xpedations of the Company, plunder became the 
I 4 priiu 
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principal objefl: of his attention. The farmers ha4 
no intereft in their farms above a year. That pe- 
riod comprehended all their cultivation and exer- 
tion. The rents were unavoidably raifed to antici- 
pate the eager demands of avarice. The wretched 
inhabitants fubmitted with unconquerable patience 
|o every fpecies of indignity and outrage, rather 
than relinquifh their houfehold gods, or the cots 
which their anceftors occupied. Every year they 
became the property of new mailers. Their op- 
preffions only were not changed, becaufe they 
^ould not be increafed. Thefe petty tyrants were, 
in their turn, reduced to participate ip the fuff'er- 
ings of their laws, and felt, thcmfclvcs, an excels of 
that rigour which they had lb often inllifted. 
Many were daily and openly tied and fcourgcdlikq 
felons, at a ftake. The llreets and fquarcs of Moor- 
fhedabad refounded with their clamours. Not a 
Jew expired in agonies under the lalh. Others, 
driven tp defpair, abandoned the country, in quett 
pf that lenity abroad which they could no longer 
enjoy at home. Thofe who furvived the rod of 
opprelfion and remained, were deprived of their 
all, and vail trafts of the moft fertile land in the 
world inftantly became wafte. It was at the fame 
time ftrenuoufly urged, that the revenues of the 
Company ought to futfer no diminution, notwith- 
fianding the increaiing poverty and depopulation 
of the country. 

The fydeni pf commerce and regulation efta*- 
bhihodby the committee^ under the govem>» 
of Lord Ciive^, unheci the Company's fco* 
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vants> and all their various creatures in the coun^ 
iry dittriOs, in one black, bloody, and indiffolublc 
affociation againll the inhabiunts. Their agents 
for managing the inland trade repaired without 
delay to their refpeflive fituations. The deputies 
pf merchants, who were foldiers and conquerors 
at the fame time, feized, at one ftroke, on all 
the neceflaries of life. This darii^g and mifehiev- 
ous monopoly, gave them an immediate and full 
command of the natives, who were without remedy 
or appeal, as the fame fet of men who formed the 
plan, and carried it into execution, were fovercignis 
of the country. Salt, beetle-nut, and tobacco, 
were dealt out for money in the hrft inftance, af- 
terwards for goods, and then for almoll every fpe- 
cies of property which could be realized. The 
cruelties exerted in extorting the inveftments from 
the raanufafturcrs, were fo exquilitc and intoler- 
^le, efpecially among ihofe in the filk bufinefs, 
that individuals have been known to cut off their 
thumbs, and otherwife mangle and mutilate ihem- 
felves, that they might not be compelled to a f{)e- 
cies of labour which expofed them to fo much in^ 
convenience and diilrefs. 

The government of Bengal had now to furnifli 
a tribute to tlae king, a falary to the nabob, and a 
revenue to the company. The taxes of every' kind 
were, therefore, demanded by the agents of the 
treafury with more than ufual eagernefs. The 
nabob, unable to yield protedion to his hapleb 
fulq^, was, notwithftanding, importuned from 
XRorning till night with their numerous complaints. 

T^fc 
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Thofe only who poflcfl'ed the power to reftrain; 
connived at opprelTion. The projetlors of ihefc 
violent mcafurcs were fatisfied that the evil did not 
cxili among them, and winked at the crimes of 
petty offenders, that their refentment might fall 
the heavier on more elevated and exemplary de- 
linquents. And the ruthlefs pillager of villages and 
fiirms, cither purchafed his imj)nnity by dividing 
the fpoil with his fuperiors, or fell a vidim to the 
power he abiifcd, and was hiinfelf plundered, with 
as little mercy as he had fhewn to others. The 
fervants of the Company fet out upon the plan of 
accumulating fortunes only by proxy ; but no 
fot^ncr was it apparent that oppreflion had nothing 
to fear fiom jullice, than they aded without dif- 
giiife’, and became open oftenlible principals in 
violence and rapacity. 

One of the mofl powerful principles to the ope- 
ration of which wc owe our profperity in that un- 
fortunate country, was, the good opinion generally 
entertained by the natives of the faimefs and im< 
partiality of our laws. They naturally contrafled 
the privileges of Engliflimcn, under a free confti- 
tulion, with their own hereditary valfalage and de- 
pendence. They heard, with admiration and ap- 
plaufe, that the Britifh government protefted every 
individual in all his pcrfonal and relative rights ; 
that' neither the prince, his nobles, or his foldiers 
of any denomination whatever, could wreff any 
part of his properly from him ; that men in all cafes 
were judged by their equals ; and that the rank of 
the aggreifor, inftcad of entitling him taexetnption, 

^ only 
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only raifed him to exemplary punifhment. Thefe 
iinprcflions difpofed great numbers of the natives 
to favour, and in many inflanccs to facilitate our 
territorial acquifitions. With hopes of changing 
for the better, they rejoiced at our profperity, and 
imagined the introdudion of our laws and cuftoms 
i would certainly follow our power. They were 
fooHt, however, and fatally undeceived. The mo- 
ment we got poflefTion of the government, orders 
were iffued that leafes and civil eontrafts were all 
to be made void on a day ; that a few perfons only, 
known to be generals in the army, impofed duties 
on ncccffarics, to one third of their value; and 
that their new mailers had taken things of daily 
ulc into their own hands, to fell as they pleafed. 

Hut what refourccs were adequate to the avidity 
of avarice. The certainty, the cafe, and the rapi- 
dity of making fortunes, are all objetls of feparatc 
confideration with adventurers. The fervants of 
the Company, anxious to return in fplendour to 
their native country, deemed all thefe modes of 
enriching thcmfelves tedious and unfatisfadory. 
The numerous monopolies eftablifhed in their fa- 
vour were ftill difproportionate to their expefta- 
tions. Their next expedient was therefore to col- 
led the rice into ftores or magazines, Aware that 
thcGentoos would rather die than violate the pre- 
cepts of their religion by eating flefh, they were 
furc of receiving what price they pleafed for a 
commodity thus eflential to exiftence. The inha- 
bitants faw the fituation to which they were redu- 
ced with grief and horror. Farmers finding their 
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crops at the difpofal of others, cultivated their 
farms with indifference. This produced fcarcity, 
and circumfcribed the monopoly. The people 
lived on roots, and food to which they had not 
been accuftomed. wSicknefs and epidemical com- 
plaints of various kinds every where prevailed, 
and converted the whole country into one prodi- 
gious hofpital. Provifions increafed in value in 
proportion as they diminifhed in quantity. The 
lalx>rious poor, whofe circumftances are always 
fiifficienily hard, were the firlt whofe fituation ex- 
pofed them to thefe accumulated diftreffes. Many 
died before any fuftenance could be obtained or 
adminiitered. Ami in fome diftrifts the living 
were fo debilitated by diftafe and want, that the 
dead were even fuffered to remain unburied. 

AU thw* however, was but the beginning of mi* 
fery. The wretched inhitbitanta of Bengal feem 
only to have furvived the feourge of defpotifm, 
tliat the wrath of heaven might fweep them to dc- 
ftrudioii in imiltitudes. Such is the fertility of the 
ibil, and ib genial the climate of this country, that 
every year is bleffed with two crops. Their little 
harveft, which eonfiRs of fmall grain, happens in 
April; and their great one, confilling folcly of 
rice, happens in^ OQober. Thefe different prd- 
duQions are owing to the rains, which generally 
commence in Auguft, aud, continue nearly three 
months. By a ftrong drought, which eithaufted 
the fields of moiAure, and converted tte moft ir- 
figuous plaupa iMir Ikndy defertt^ there was a fatl« 
um in the great hafveA of and in the Hide 

one 
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-orte of 1770- And fo general and extcnfive wat 
ihi« failure, that notwithftanding a very confider- 
able groWth of rice on the higher grQunds, the ag- 
gregate produce was fay no means adequate to tlv& 
confuihption of the natives. 

Famine was no uncommon calamity in this iiBK 
provident country ; but the favage fpirit of mono- 
poly co-operating with the hoftile elements, occa^ 
lioned fuch fccnes of exquifite anxiety and horror 
as were even new to Indians. In every, age and 
nation there are individuals attrocious enough ^ 
improve the public ruin to their own emolument. 

It was unfortunately not the lot of Bengal to be 
under the diredion of men at that time diltir^guilh- 
ed by their humanity. The feafon prognohicated 
an approaching dearth, and the agents of the pre- 
fidency, in their fubordinate faftories, fuperintend- 
ing the cuiioms or managing the provincial reve- 
nues, were, in confcqucnce of their refpcaive 
htuations, as early and ailiduous as poflible in the 
purchafe of rice. The profits in this odious and 
^agitious traffic were fo enormous and immediate, 
that a gentleman (lationed at the court of the nar 
bob, who before this memorable period was known 
to be utterly without property, inftanily after the 
famine, is faid to have tranfmitted about fixty 
thoufand pounds to Europe. 

The black merchants depofited all the rice they, 
teuld buy from the Engliih in the granaries abouti 
Calcutta, where it was parcelled out to the m'.iabi- 
lanu in the fmalleft quantities, and where, in con^ 
fcqucncc, oC a 4 ce«dfril fire wbicl> ba[^n€d in the 

months 
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months of April and May, mofl of it was deftroy-^ 
cd. This frefh calamity was a new advantage to^ 
the monopoly, as the value of what remained was 
by tjiat means conhdcrably enhanced. Complaints 
the nioR relpetiful, the molt fubmilTive, and at the 
fame time the moll ahcding and urgent, were dai- 
ly reiterated at the Durbar and the Prefidency. — 
But the intcrell of the aggrelfors was too power- 
ful, both in the one and the other, to be lhaken 
by the feeble voice of lutfcring innocence. The 
nabob had no inlluence but what was derived from 
the board, and the board, wherever a contell took 
place between their ernillarics and the natives, were 
bialled by a thoufand cordidcrations to give judge- 
ment without any regard to humanity or impar- 
tiality. 

While many of the Englifh l>eheld with admi- 
ration and forrow the relcntlefs futferings of the 
patient Indians, the council at Calcutta were rou- 
zed Iroin their indolence by the critical lituation 
into which thefc melancholy circumllances had 
plunged them. They fent into all the various dif-* 
trids under their government, to purcliafe what- 
ever rice could he found on the Company's ac- 
count, and even feized the cargoes tm the river. 
This they puhlickly retailed, at the rate of between 
fifteen and twenty pounds for a rupee. Their 
principal attention, however, was to the preferva- 
lion of their own workmen at the fortifications^ 
which were then conllrutting. And it was not 
without fome difficulty that the bazers or markets 
were furnillicd with a few mounds, or quantnies 
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vhich meafure about eighty pounds, to anfwer in 
part the urgent demands of the inhabitants. The 
nabob and feveral omrahs about his court, as well 
as other wealthy families in Moorfhedabad, dj^lay- 
cd the mod humane and princely munificeno!, by 
dillributing rice to the needy gratis, until their re- 
ipettive granailes weac exhaulled. 

No fooncr were thefe liberal refources at an end 
than the natives poured down upon Calcutta in 
prodigious and rclililels multitudes. The llreeU 
were inltantaneoufly covered and incommoded, 
and all the lanes and avenues which lead to the 
palaces of the wealthy glutted by fwarms of fa- 
niidicd Indians, who, writhing in the agonies of 
want and defpair, imputed all their mifcrics to 
avarice, and imprecated with their lad breath a 
deluge of curfeson the heads of their murderers! 

In vain were the doors of the rich and power- 
ful barricadoed and prote8cd againd the diocking 
unceremonious intrufion of darving men, by guards 
of armed fipoys. The powerful requifitions of na- 
ture put an end, for the prefent, to all the exterior 
forms of decency. Every new fpacc was explored, 
poflefled, and defended, with an anxiety propor- 
tionate to the hopes of life, or alleviation whicii it 
afforded. And wretches grappling with hunger 
and difeafe, and even calling upon death for that 
relief which no other power would bedow, were 
not to be intimidated by the fpear or the bay- 
onet. 

All over the city, and in the adjacent villages 
and pla^s, promifeuous crouds bending double, 
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with their ftomachs contrafled to their back-bones^ 
wre feen fainting and ftruggling under a preffure 
of intolerable anguilh, quietly relinquifhing a life 
thus ij^iaered b) forrow, fupplicating every paf. 
fcnger to have mercy upon them, lifting up their 
fad and languifhing eyes to Heaven in defpon- 
dcncy, exerting their laft remains of ftrength, in 
foothing whom they were not able to fave, or ex- 
hibiting all the various expreflions of human paf- 
fion, in a condition the molt alfirfting that can be 
(:or.ccivcd. The whole country ecchoed with the 
groans, and teemed with the fpedres of thofe who 
were ready to die. The cottages, the villages^ 
and even many of the market and manufdfturing 
towns, unable to fudain their inhabitants, were dc- 
ferted and made dcfolate. Famine drove them 
from their homes in fhoals, like fheep to the 
flaiighter. The fields, the roads, and all places of 
public infercouifc, prefented the eye with nothing 
but groups of tbefe forlorn creatures, pale, meagre^ 
emaciated, and ghafily. Some abiblutcly worn out 
with wain and fatigue, here and there dropt down^ and 
flretchcd thcmfclvcs at full length, in expeftation 
of immedute difibkn ion. Others fcarce able to drag 
their bodies from place to place, were yet wan- 
dering up and down in a fiitc of mournful flupi- 
dity, rcgardlefs where they went or what they cn^* 
dured. 

It is hard to fay, whether that earned and' pain- 
ful anxiety w’ith which the young and the a6livc' 
fc rambled for the boon prelentcd by the hand of 
humanity, or that wiftful look which accoirpanied 
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(he difappoiiicment of the aged and the impotent, 
were mJft affefting. Multitudes flocked around 
every white man who approached them, and not- 
withftartding their timid minds and meek manners, 
in piteous or frantic accents implored his fympaihy 
or urged his affiflance. In thefe difaftroiis cir- 
comftanccs, and among the far greater nutnber, all 
relative duties were for the time iufpended. Indi- 
viduals, chiefly engrofled by their own wants, were 
utterly incapable of attention to thofe of others. 
Children deferted their parents, ahd even mothers 
their infants, who were obferved in great numbers 
expiring on the hreafl ; while manV, who furvived 
the authors of tiicir beings, Hill clung With deadly 
cagernefs to thofe clay-cold bofoms which formerly 
afforded them warmth and nouriflimcnt. 

There was not a corner in the city, or any lurk- 
ing-place in the vicinity of Calcutta, where the 
living, the dying, and the dead, were not mingled 
or heaped together in melancholy Confuflon. It 
Was impoffiblC to ftir abroad on bufincfs or recrea- 
tion, whefc thefe offenfivc and rhortifying aflbeia- 
tions were not m the way. The daily employ- 
ment of hundreds was to remove the dead in pro- 
portion as they became a nuifance to the living. 
Thefe in cart-loads, ^ and without any funeral or 
religious obfequies, were promifeuoufly plunged in- 
fo the river. 

By this incrcafmg and prodigious mortality, not- 
withffanding the moft conftant attentions to decen- 
cy and cVeanlinefs, the town and fuburbs were to 
much infeffed, that, from the raging heat of the 
K weather^ 
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wcathci*, the foul congregation of vapours which 
inceffantly afcended from the unburicd dead^ and 
the torid or intemperate ftate of the atmofphcre, a 
peftilential influenza was generally and ferioufly 
apprehended. Fortunately an extraordinary flock 
of carnivorous birds, animals, and vermin, were 
allured from their faftneffes and their folitudes by 
the putrefaftion of the fccnc. I'lie water of the 
Ganges become lothfome and corrupt from the 
loads of dead bodies which it daily received. Pork, 
geefe, ducks, and every fpccies of provifion, fat- 
tened by fubftances thus grofs and abhorrent, were 
avoided as poifonous. The fifh in the river w^erC 
noxious, and even fometimes fatal to thofe who 
eat them. Mutton, which could hardly be obtain^ 
cd at any price, became the only food which could 
be enjoyed with fafety or fatisfaftion. 

Difeafes every where broke out, and multiplied 
in proportion to the violence with which the famine 
raged. Many whom plenty exempted from the 
exquifite pangs of want, natives as well as foreign- 
ers, unable to fupport their fpirits under the in- 
creafing prelTurc occafioned by fuch an awful co- 
incidence of afflifting circumflances, were literally 
the martyrs of their own apprchenfions. No lan- 
guage can fufficiently exhibit the fudden and uni- 
verfal deftrutlion produced by the ravages of thtfe 
calamities. It was as if England, in the courfe of 
a few weeks, ftiould lofe one half of her inhabi- 
tants. Above three millions of people arc faid to 
have then periflied for want of fuGcnancc ! 

This 
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This famihe is ain epoch in the hiftory of Bengal 
which fliall perpetuate, ^hile the world lafts, the 
finifter genius of mercantile policy, and record, be- 
yond the railages of time, to what a fhockihg ex- 
cefs the outrages of avarice have been extended 
againft all that is moft facred and inviolable in the 
I'ights of humanity ! What irnift be the feelings of 
thofe monfterS in whofe fordid adventure this me- 
morable cataftrophe originated ? Who woUld pur- 
chafe even the Indies at the (hocking e?tpcncc of 
being thus haunted thi^ough life, by the ghofts of 
murdered milliorts! 

It might have been' expefted that government, 
to alleviate the confcquenccs of fo general a mis- 
fortune,' would have adopted, with a promptitude 
fuiied to the occafion, fomc ftrong and fpirited 
meafurcs ; that thofe whofe fpeculatJons had contri- 
buted to enhance the price 6r diminifh the quanti- 
ty of pfoviftons, would have been called to a drift 
account ; that an immediate dop would have been 
put to the prodigious and avowed exports of pri- 
vate dealers ; that the dedination of the Compa- 
ny’s (hips would have been changed, and the neigh- 
bouring feas traverfed in fcarch of fudenance ; and 
that earned application would have been made to 
all the countries in India for whatever fupplics 
could have been procured under the preflure of fo 
public an exigence. But indead of thefe laudable 
and urgent exertions, we are only informed of the 
following order for doppag'^s to be made out of 
certain dipends on account of the famine. ^ 

* Sec Bengal Sclc<Jl Conrultatlons of May 28, *770. 

K 2 
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It appearing to the Committee highly nccef- 
fary and reafonablc that the tribute llipends, 
“ and all extraordinary ilTucs whatever, Ihould 
give place to the more urgent calls of govern- 
‘‘ iTicnt, refolvedy That Mr. Beecher, refident at 
“ the Durbar, be direded to with-hold at lhaft 
thirty lacks from the tribute and other allowan- 
CCS, between this period and the I’yth of Otto- 
“ ber, lb that the receipts and difburfements may 
have Ibme proportion to each other: That he be 
informed, with the affiHance of this referved fum, 
“ we exped he will continue to pay the troops, 
garrilbn, and all other charges of his depart- 
ment, the civil and military charges of the pre- 
“ fidency being the utmoft which can be defrayed 
liom the treafury at Calcutta." 

Thefe orders weie accordingly tranfmitted in a 
letter to the relidcnt, and from fueh a dreadful vi- 
iit<ition of the Almighty, it was natural to hope 
that the cidlomary modes of opprclhon fhould at 
lead for a little be fiifpended. Infome places, in- 
deed, the zemindars and farmers were excufed a 
few iiipccs on nccv)unt of the drought; but the 
M retched ryots, who managed at once the agri- 
culture and manufaftuic of the country, were re- 
manded to their tafus with the ufual feverity, and 
peremptorily required to accomplilh the fame la- 
bour, without any additional emolument; to culti- 
vate the picmifes of their annual mailers, while 
their own continued wallc; to become filk-windcrs, 
fpinners and weavers, and to yield tlieir goods at 
arbitrary price ! 


la 
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In other places, the cruel extortion by forfei-- 
tlire was (till exaEled with all its concomitant cir- 
cutnftances of rapacious violence. Thofc fines 
were even farmed as part of the rent-roll, and pro- 
ved an infuperable bar to indufiry, by occafion- 
ing that appearance of poverty which the inhabi- 
tants of the diftrifts fo generally alfetled, as fome 
degree of fecurity from the avarice of office, and 
thus preventing fuch as had money from an open 
and liberal expenditure. The perfon who receiv- 
ed the fine was himfelf judge of the delinquency, 
and the degree of the penalty to be inflitlcd, 
which was always levied, not according to the na- 
ture of the guilt, but the circumfiances of the 
guilty. Theft and murder were compounded at 
the rate of four or five rupees, while fornication 
and witchcraft were punifhed by as many thou- 
fands. Accufations, which in other countries are 
iifually confined to the aged and impotent, in Beiir 
gal generally fell on the rich and fubftantial. 

Notwithflanding the inordinate inicreft of money, 
the fyftcmaiicimpofition pra^lifed by all concerned 
in raifing the duties, and every other fpccies of op- 
preffion wliich fo remarkably diflinguifhed the va- 
rious operations within the revenue department, the 
wrongs of the inhabitants were flill unrcdrcfTcd. 
Not all the fufferings they had endured from the 
utmofl feverities of nature and art, could foften or 
humanize their hard-hearted mafters. Though 
the Company received for the fpace of ten years 
an annual revenue of a million and a half (lerling, 
froifi Bengal ; though o\ er and above that cnor- 
K 3 mo us 
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Uious fum this pillaged country h^d afibrded in the 
fame fpacc of time, upwards of nine millions tq 
them and their fervants; though the refources 
which had furnifh.ed all this tr.eafure by wars, re- 
volutions, and exaftions of the moft deftruQiye 
tendency, were obyioufly impoverilhed ; though the 
inhabitAPts faw no end to the demands of their con- 
querors, or any polTibility of refilling the art and 
force with which thefe demands were made; 
though, in confequence of all their accumulated 
miferies, they were reduced to defpair, and milli- 
ons devoured by famine, or facrificed at thp r^th- 
lefs flirine of rapacity, the Direftors, in their ge- 
n.cral letter of April, 1771, coolly obferve, that 
even this was a time when every polTible mea- 
fure Ihould be adopted for availing themfelvcs 
of all the advantages which they had ip pro- 
fpefl from the polTeflion of the Dewapnee.*' 
Notwitliftanding a)! the variety of calamities 
which their ipiqpitpus meafurcs had brought upon 
the populous and flourifliing provinces of Bengal, 
which, in the Ihort fpacc pf tpn years, had realiz- 
ed to them and their numerous agents above twen- 
ty-four ipillions llerling, and which, in the fame 
lime, by famine and the peflileppe, had alfo loft 
whatever efcappd die ravages of war and oppreflion ; 
from a country involypd in miferies of fuch a mag- 
nitude and extent, ^ compiiny of Britilh merchants 
naturally and deliberately exprefs the moft ardent 
dejirc of deriving further emolument! Of all the 
tyrannies which, front time tp time, have infultcd 
the feelings, and trapipled on the rights of men. 



TRANSACTIONS IN INDIA, 


185 ‘ 

ttofe of a commercial government have proved 
the mod barbarous and implacable. We may a8 
rationally expert the mod genial and delicious fruits 
of Afia in the colded climates, as that a genius, 
equal to the liberal cxercife of fovereignty, ftiould 
fpring from a counting-houfe. The great and com- 
plicated machinery of political fydems depend not 
for the fuccefs or ultimate perfeftion of its multi- 
farious operations on fubtile maxims of traffic, or 
the rigid rules of arithmetic. 

From the war withCoffim Ally Cawn, and that 
powerful confederacy who efpoufed his intered, 
the military on the Bengal edablifhment had been 
employed on no aftivc fervice of material confe- 
quence to the general affairs of the Company. 'A 
confpiracy among the Engliffi odicers in the three 
brigades pnder the command of Lord Clive, while 
governor and prefident of the council, is the only 
important tranfa6lion in which, for a period of fe- 
veral years, they were didinguifhed. 

To render the Company's revenue efficient, an 
abatement in the various charges incurred by the 
fettlement of thefe lucrative provinces became 
every day more and more indifpenfible. The 
gentlemen in the army, aware of their own confe- 
quence in the fervice, and deeming their fharc in 
the reform by much the heavied, agreed among 
themfclvcs to unite in a body, and affert their own 
imereft. Immemorial ufage entitled thenv to an 
extraordinary allowance called douhU baita^ while 
on field duty. This additional pay being not 
thought ncceffary under a peace-efublifliment,^was 
K ^ ordered 
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tiny which threatened the entire fubverfion of all 
our acquifitions in India. This aufpicious fuborr 
dination has been Ileadily purfued and maintained 
by every fucceeding government. From this mo- 
ment the troops were (eparated into fmall cantone- 
ments, and diftributed into all the country provin- 
ces and dependencies, where they have remained 
ever fince almpft ftationary. The people in the 
fevcral villages and diftritls are confeqiiently kept 
in awe by the prefence of a force which they can- 
not rclilt, the revenues are every where (:ollefted, 
and the inveftments provided at the point of the 
bayonnet ; internal regulations are introduced and 
preferv^, and the frontiers of our poffcfnons fe- 
curcly protefted againft the vigorous and artful in- 
curfions of all our preditary neighbours. The 
country, it muft be acknowledged, by this fyftemi 
was dill in fome degree under military execution, 
as being not lefs than ever expofed to all the out^ 
rages of a licentious foldiery. More temperance 
and moderation were however to be expefted from 
the general deportment of the army by transfer^ 
ring the refponfibility of its operations from the 
commanders in chief to the members of the coun- 
ci), as it then equally became the intereft of both 
to avoid profecuting fehemes of rapacity, by the 
fuccefs of which neither of them could be gainers. 

Such was the cmbarrafTmcnt of the Company's 
affairs towards the end of 1771, when from ex- 
treme mirnianagcment both at home and abroad, 
it appeared upon an impartial invedigation, they 
wxrc upwards of twomillionsin debt. Thus critically 

ci|cum- 
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. ci^^^cumftanced, Mr. Cartier, who was then prefix 
4ent of the council^ drew bills on the Company, 
for which he was feverely cenfiired, and with fe- 
veral members of thp board abruptly diftnilTed the 
fervice. 

Mr. Haftings was immediately called from the 
prefidcncy of Madras to the government of Ben- 
gal. His reputation for talents and integrity en- 
titled him to this diftinftion. And the reader can 
have no objeftion to as much intelligence as has 
yet tranfpired of an individual, who, for fo many 
years, has been the principal aftor in feenes which 
have deeply arrefted the attention of all mankind, 
whofe charaftcr and conduct have occafioned the 
profonndeft Xpeculations, in the general maxims of 
whofe politics numerous faflions have originated, 
and whofe enemies and abettors, with an ardour 
and ability nearly equal, have fo frequently ar- 
raigned and defended him. 

His parentage, though not fplendid, is refpe^- 
able. He is faid to be defeepded from one of the 
nobleft families in the kingdom. The education 
which he received at Weftminfter School, from 
tbc attention of an able tutor*, and chiefly his own 
capacity and application, was eminently claffical 
and polite. His faculties were manly and culti- 
vated at the age of eighteen, when he was appoint- 
ed a writer in the Company's fervice at Bengali 
His firft objeflt, as foon as he arrived in India, was 
to make himfclf mafter of the Perfian and Indof- 

♦ Pr. Nichok. 
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tan languages. And he was the firft Englifliman 
who accoinpliflied this difficult undertaking with 
any degree of accuracy. It facilitated his I'ucccfs 
in every fubrequent purfuit, procured him the con- 
fidence of the natives, and fcnfibly increafec^ his 
merits in their elfim.ition. Every office to which 
he was advanced, every charattcr he fuffainod, 
and every trull for which he became rerponfiblc, 
were uniformly difeharged with rigid and exem- 
plary fidelity. The eftablifhmcnt of a fa6lory in 
the interior parts of the country, was committed 
to his care. The projeft was abortive, but he ac- 
quitted himfelf with honour. Among all the Bri- 
lifh youth who followed the fortunes of Lord Clive, 
in grafping at the fovreignty of Bengal/he was the 
only perfon qualified for fupporting the dignity of 
refident minitler at the court of Meer jaffier. — 
'The Irnallcfl impropriety m managing the delicate 
and important bufinefs of this interelling llation 
was never laid to his charge. For though he cxi- 
joyed a place for years, which, to fome of his fuc- 
cclfors, has been deemed equal at lead to one 
hundred and fifty thoufand pounds annually, and 
at a lime when Lord Clive, according to his own 
account, realized nearly a millicm of money, on 
Mr. Hallings’.s return to Europe with his friend 
\'anfiitarf, while others, who had occupied very in- 
iciior nations, realized and brought home fortunes 
fiom a hundred to five hundred thoufand pounds; 
his VMS faid not to exceed fifteen thoufand. — 
PLippv had it been for him, perhaps for the 
natives of Indoflan, affurcdlv for lYiany of hiscon- 
tcinpuraiics in England, had he ne'. cr deviated 

from 
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from ihis obvious rcftiludc, or adopted a lincof con- 
ducl more obnoxious tocenfure or mifeouftrudion. 

He was not long in London when his philologi- 
cal acquirements, and an exquilite taftc which lie 
loon ddeovered for poelry and the line arts, intro- 
duce^ him to the acquaintance of thofe who had 
moil dillingudhcd themlelvcs as men of fciencc 
and ability. He was intimate with that club ol 
wits among whom Dr. Samuel Johnfon, of clafTical 
memory, prcfided ; and formed, in concert with that 
great man and others, tlic defign of elldblifhing a 
cUfs in the univerfity of Oxhu'd, for teaching the 
Pcrfian language. No man could be better fitted 
for the direction of fucli an inRiiution, which hov.- 
ever was defeated by his appointment in 1769, to be 
Second in council at Madras, wuth no very remote 
profped of fuccecding to the chair in that prefi- 
dcncy. He continued in this place till Feb^uar^'' 
1772, when the Diredors, appnfcd of his abilities, 
and confiding in his woith, named iiiin to tlie go* 
vcrnmciit of Fort- William. 

In this eminent and arduous fituation, llie fub- 
ally, the Ncrfaility, and the fuhlimity of his mind, 
had the amplcll range. On his acccHiori to g 
vernment, rcla.xaiion, anarchy, obliquity, cvciy 
where prevailed. The diftreffes of the Company 
accumulated with enormous rapidity. Tiiough 
bills were drawn on the DireOors foi more than .1 
million llcrling, a bond-debt to a much largr.i a 
mount due to individuals in Bcnral, was f\ill rn- 
difchargcd. The e.xpencc and difburfemcni o'* 
die Company at tliat time aduallv c::cccded the 

' r* c , t: ’ e 
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income. The revenues were embezzled in (be 
colleflion, the payments of the zimindars were re- 
tarded by a collufion with the cutcherry or rent 
office, the army in various parts were fpfeading op- 
preffion and terror over all the provinces, the 
courts of juftice were invading the rights of the 
harmlefs and impotent, under the covert of a legal 
procefs, difeontent univerfally affiuned a gloomy 
and foreboding filence, monopoly fufpended the 
natural operation of commerce, peculation more 
or lefs aflefted the whole fyftem of civil arrange- 
ment, and profufion pervaded every department of 
the public expenditure. 

The regulations which Mr. I ladings adopted 
under this ruinous date of things, notwithftanding 
the infinite prejudices which oppofed his exertions, 
were as immediate as they feemed indifpenfiblc. — 
He retrenched the exceffive civil charges in Cal- 
cutta, aboliflicd all unnccedary appointments, and 
fiippredcd, both by precept and example, that 
profligate fpirit of extravagance and dilfipatiort 
which had feized and pervaded all orders of men. 
The face of affairs acknow ledged the hand of a re* 
former in Icfs than a month. Government in- 
dantly afriinicd a new and more dccifive mode of 
exertion. Her refolutions were carried into ef- 
fed with vigour and promptitude ; and in propor- 
tion as file afferted her dignity with firmnefs and 
fiinplicity, her credit and Tcfpcftability revived. 

The Compiiny had now determined to ftand 
forth as dewanee of, the provinces, through the 
agency of their own fervants. The Direftors an- 
nounce i 
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nounced this intention in their general letter, but 
neither fuggefted any fyftcm, nor fuperfcded any 
prior orders ^vhich might idcfeat a new arrange- 
ment. Mr. Haftings perceived the difficulty, but 
it did not prevent his endeavours to realize the 
wiflies of his employers. And here a field wajs 
opened worthy of all that aftive and enterprizing 
genius which has hitherto diftinguifhed his con- 
duft. Nor did he hefitaie to enter with his ufual 
ardour into an accurate development of whatever 
relates to the complicated fcqnes of finance and 
jurifprudence. 

It is impoffiblc to go into the detail of fuch a 
laboured variety of inftitutions, as originated in 
his vigilant attention to every branch of the fci- 
vice. A committee of circuit were inftantiy ap- 
pointed to make the tour of the fevcral provinces 
and outdiftrifts. It confided of the prefident, at- 
tended by four members of the board. They 
proceeded to Murflicdabad, the refidence of the 
nabob, and the native officers of government, 
where they invcfligaicd the date of the revenues, 
reduced the cxpences of collcfting them, and eda- 
blifhed provincial courts of jufticc for preventing 
tho/eaas of oppreflion and arbitrary power, which 
had proved fo prejudicial both to the country and 
die Comps^ny. 

By thefe fubftantial arrangements the whole fic- 
titious apparatus of a native adminiftraiion was in- 
rtantly and cffeaually diffolvcd. The form af au- 
thority had fo long fubfifted without the fpirit, tbar 
the plot was nowunivcrfally difeovered and defpi led. 
The utility and popularity of political frauds arc 
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^o-cxiftent. The nabob was khbwn to bfe a 
and a captive in the cuftody of Mahommed Reza, 
•who afted the double but natural part of being the 
flave of the Englifh, and tyrant of his country- 
men. He was therefore difmilTed from, the crffice 
of Naib Duan for the territories of Bengal and 
Shitabroy, from a fimilar fituation in thofe of Ba- 
har, together with every perfon employed by them, 
connefted with them, or under their influence, in 
collefling the revenues. This material alteration 
in the great macliinery of government, was for- 
mally proclaimed at Murfhedabad and Patna. — 
The chief and council in both places were cohfe- 
quently charged with the care* of finance in the fe^ 
veral diftfifts under their refpeftive jurifdjftiony 
until fome regular cftablifhmcnt could be cffefled. 
The nabob and his fubjeCis Were delivered from 
the rapacity and intrigues of a tyrant, whofe out- 
rages cx(!:ited the hatred and execration of the fpe- 
cies. Muny Begum, not the mother of the nabob, 
though of fuperior rank in the Hararii, but a perfon 
of plebeian e.xtra8ion, of intriguing charafter and 
low manners, was immediately appointed the guai*- 
dian of his minority, and to tranfaflin hisfteadlhc 
political concerns of the fircar or government, andr 
Rajah Goodrafs, Ton of Mahah R^jah Nuncomar,^ 
became Duan of the nabob's houfehold. Eflfablifh- 
mentsobvioufly intended todemonfiratem the eyes 
of all Indoftan, the abfolute infignificanoe and de- 
gradation of the nabob's family, as contrafted with 
tlic real and afTumed fovcrcignty of the EngHfh. 

The fiime indefatigable pcrfcvcrance in the great 
bulinefs of a thorough reform, diferiminated the 

Cover- 
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governor's return to the prefidency, which had 
marked his circuit in the provinces. The odhiin 
of his countrymen was for the prefent at Icaft over- 
borne by the grateful acknowledgments of the na- 
tives, who every where hailed him as their faviour, 
and pictured in their fond imaginations an imme- 
diate emancipation from all their fufFerings and Ha- 
very. His meafures promifed at leaft no very dif- 
tant redrefs to the numerous wrongs they endured 
under former eftabliOiments, and had an a(pc6l nor 
kfs friendly to the government than the — 

He modelled a-new the feveral public offices, and 
appointed to each its feparate and independent bii- 
fincfs. The infinite fwarms of collcflors, and every 
other, defeription of individuals retained in the 
multifarious department of revenue,- were preclud- 
ed, by pofuive orders, from exceeding their rc- 
fpeftive and fpecific powers. The general office 
where thefe matters were finally adjufled, was re- 
moved from Moorffiedabad to Calcutu, and alt 
the branches of finance brought immediately be- 
fore the counciL A board of infpeSlioti was at 
the iarne time i^fcttutcd for the controul of the 
public expenditure. 

The military operations could not be overlook- 
ed, under an adminiltraiion thus a8rv e and cntcr- 
prifing. All their meafures originated from the 
preffure of thofc accumulated exigencies to which 
the Company's affairs, both at home and abroad, 
were then reduced. EfFcflual relief was anxioufly 
expected from the induftry, the abilities, and the 
virtues ©f the new prefidency, who, equally folic i- 
L tous 
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tons on their part to anfwcr the intention of their 
appointment, grappled fucccfifully with the diffi- 
culties of their fituation, by improving to the ut- 
moft all the rcfourccs in their power. 

The Marrattos, early in 1772, invaded the Ro- 
hilla country, which, after a fhort but ineffctlual 
ftruggle, at Sukkcrtall, was abandoned to their 
mercy. Sujah ul Dowlah, alarmed by this formi- 
dable incuHion, on territories fo nearly conneded 
with his own, folicited aid of the E))g]ifh, who 
were then encamped at Denapore. A brigade im- 
mediately directed their march for the territories 
of Oiide. An order of council, however, flop- 
ped them at Benares. It was then the Rohilla 
chiefs agreed to pay the vizir forty lacks of rupees, 
to protea them againll the Marrattos. But the 
approach of the rainy I'eafon foon cleared Rohil- 
cund of the enemy. I he vizir, notwithflanding 
his influence on this event is cflablifhcd by no 
fa£ls on record, indantly put in his claim for the 
llipulatcd lum. Hafez Rahnict Cawn, who ma- 
naged the negociation for his countrymen, did not 
at firll refufe the validity of the debt, but evaded 
payment probably in the c.\pc6lation of convincing 
the vizir, that the demand was premature, as the 
bufinefs on which it was founded being accom* 
pliflied by accident, had fuperfeded ihofc exer- 
tions for which the engagement took place. And 
it was not till the chiefs were provoked by the vi- 
zir’s importunity, that they boldly negatived his 
pica, A point into which the wary and ambitious 

fubahi 
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tabah had, by the whole of his condu6l from firft 
io laft, been anxious to enfnare or betray them. 

The ftrength and extent of the Marratto united 
ftates are now pretty accurately known. They in- 
habit the mountaneous wilds ofindoftan. Their 
territories, their armies, and their revenues arc 
immenfe. They derive from the wifdom of their 
political inftitutions, tranquillity, and domeilic 
happinefs, in time of peace ; from their htuation, 
their wealth, their habits, and their national ge- 
nius, condud and enterprize in war. Shaw Allum, 
or the great mogul, whofe ancedors had fubdued 
the empire, was now conneded with this warlike 
race by an adignment of the provinces wliich he 
derived from the Englifli, in the treaty of Allaha - 
bad. The prcfidency anticipated all the pernici- 
ous effeds of this rafh .connefiion. They confi- 
dered fuch an alienation of the Company's dona- 
tion to his Majefty, as a formal breach of their 
fricndfhip on his part. They conflrucd his pro- 
perty in the provinces in queftion to depend en- 
tirely on his pcrfonal pofTefiion of them, but by no 
tneans to give him the right of ceding them to 
others. Refponfiblc to the vizir in fome mcafure 
for the defence of bis dominrons againit every at- 
tack, the approximation of fuch hull ile neighbours 
menaced the tranquilhty they expeded from the 
pacific mcafures they wiflicd to purfue. Oude was 
the barrier of Bengal. It was their intcrcflto pro- 
ted the one for the fake of the other. The vizir's 
frontiers could not be expofed with fafety to their 
t>wn. The enemy's cavalry would be enabled, 

L 2 from 
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from their fituation, to plunder and barrafs Ae 
Company s ally with impunity. Their inceffant 
depradations might even dil^fe him, from timi- 
dity, felfifhnefe, impotence or policy, to leave the 
territories of the Company acceffible to the enemy. 
For thefe reafons, it was unanimoufly refolyed to 
take poffeflion of what his majefty, by this mea- 
fure, had relinquifhed, and confequently prevent 
the Marrattos availing themfclves of tlie grant they 
had obtained. 

This forcible feizure of Corah and Kurrah was 
intended to operate as an effeftual check to all fur*^ 
ther connexion or intereourfe with the emperor of 
India. The Company were engaged by folemn 
treaty to pay him an yearly fublidy of Iwcnty-fix 
lacks of rupees for his grant of the Dewannee of 
Bengal, Bahar and Orifla. But the moment they 
affumed this important office by the agency of their 
own fervants, they formally and avowedly violated 
the condition on which it was originally obtained. 
This important tranfadion was referved for the ad- 
miniftration of Mr. Haftings, and it happened not 
long fubfequent to his being nominated governor 
of Bengal. 

Dazzled by the luftre of the imperial family^ 
and anxious to re fume a glory thus apparently ex^ 
tinguiffied, his Majefty went to Dehli, the metro- 
polis of the empire, where he incurred a plenitude 
of additional contempt, by the idle parade of a. 
coronation. This romantic attachment to the emp- 
ty pageantry of a royalty merely nominal, he atf- 
fturdly conceived might contribute to realize his 

views 
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views or wilhes of a more fubftantial aggrandize- 
ment. It was a fcheme which had fo abfoluteljr 
engroffed his attention and defires, that during his 
whole conneaion and correfpondence with the 
EngHfh, he conftantly urged them to aflSll him in 
putting it in execution. Yet no fooner was he en- 
abled to gratify his ambition by thus vifiting the 
refidence and afcending the throne of his anceftors, 
than it was eagerly interpreted a dirilcftion of their 
fricndfiiip. 

In fafi, he formed an alliance which they did 
not approve, their treafury was exhaufted, and they 
were preffed with difficulties which appeared infu- 
perable both in India and Europe. Thcle were 
tlie rcafons which induced them to wKh-hold the 
price while they retained the purchafe. Becaufe 
he was unfortunate, they were determined to be 
unjufi. He might have refumed the Dewannee 
on the fame principle which they urged as warrant- 
ing them to detain his tribute. But it was his for- 
tune to be weak, and theirs to be ftrong. In that 
cafe, politics arc fcldom governed by equity ; and 
perhaps it were abfurd to expeS a magnanimity in 
Calcutta fo rarely to be found in any other part of 
the world. So that it was not unnatural in a power 
which bad already bereft his majefty of two hun- 
dred and twenty thoufand pounds a-ycar, to ufurp 
the diftri6ls jn queftion for the fake of difpofing of 
them to more advantage. 

The vizir was apprehenfive the Marrattos would 
endeavour to take pofTeflion of their new territory 
by the route of Rohilcund. Here the Britifli ar- 
Lg my 
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my were determined to difpute their claim. The 
lirft brigade, confifting of one regiment of Euro- 
peans, fix battalions of fipoys, and twenty pieces 
of cannon, had therefore cff’efled a juntlion with 
the troops of Siijah Dowlali and the Rohillas, and 
advanced to the banks of the Ganges by forced 
inarches. 

The Rohilla country north of the river was in- 
pliided within the line of operation preferibed to 
the General on this expedition. In confequence 
of fuch a diferetionary latitude, the brigade pene- 
trated as far as Kamgent. The Marrattos, who had 
juft forded the river, re-croffed it with precipita- 
tion on their appearance, were purfued and pre- 
vented doing any other damage than merely burn- 
ing a few inlignificant villages. The condufl of 
the Rohillas on this occafion was undoubtedly equi- 
vocal. The vizir deemed them perfidious, and was 
perfuaded by their motions that they wifhed to have 
aftifted the enemy. They did not join him until 
the allied army were prepared to ftorm their camp. 
The Briiilh general pronounced them to be the 
mod treacherous of men, and propofed that we 
fhould put the vizir in poffeflion of their country. 
The Marrattos hovered during the remainder of 
the campaign in the neighbourhood of the camp, 
without any effort to bring on another aBion, or 
once daring to approach the borders of Corah. — 
And the troubles' which arofe in their own proper 
dominions recalled them before the fetting in of 
the rains. 


From 
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From this moment Sujah Dbwlah became the 
inveterate enemy of the Rohillas. Chagrined by 
their backwardnefs in literally fulfilling their en- 
gagements, he conceived them as having now add- 
ed treachery to cvafion. He repeated his demand 
of the forty lacks, but with no better fuccefs,. 
though h’s title was no longer dil'putable. He had 
even reafori to furpeft a colufion between Hafez 
Rhamct Cawn and the Marrattos. He accufed 
him of fecretly encouraging and aiding them by 
money. He dreaded their machinations againfl 
him. The Marrattos were his hereditary enemies*, 
and would grafp with eagcrnels at any pretext for 
involving him in war. And this would always be 
in their power, while the Rohillas, by their fitua- 
tion, could fo eafily foment a quarrel between them. 
Thus circumftanccd, the only policy he had to 
profecutc was the conquefl of their country. It 
was obvious, however, that the affiftance of the 
Company's troops was indifpcnfi[)Ic. And he re- ^ 
pcatedly urged their compliance with his wifhes 
in accompli filing this favourite objefl, both to the 
general in perfon and the prefident by letters. 

In confcqucnce of thefe defigns, he carncflly 
preffed and obtained a meeting with Mr. Haftings 
at Benaris, where a treaty was concluded with the 
vizir on thefe terms : That the provinces of Corah 
and Allahabad fliould be ceded to him, on condi- 
tion of his paying fifty lacks of rupees to the Com- 
pany, twenty of which in ready money, and the 
remainder in equal payments at the expiration oi’ 
one or two years. And the equivalent w^hich the 
L 4 vizir 
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vi»ir VM to afford for the charge of their troops 
^ben &ot 4> his affiftance at his requihtion, was 
ftipulated at two lacks and ten thouiand njpees ppr 
inomh. 

The origin of the Rohilla war has occaiioned lb 
much altercation, has been lb violently attacked 
and (b firenuoufly defended, has produced indeed 
Inch a deluge of fophiftry on both fides, that the 
fcft is not eafily difcriminated from the colouring 
with which it is recorded. It was, however, deter> 
mined fccretly, between the governor and the vi- 
air, in a converfation which paffed at Benaris.— . 
The objefl, which was the extirpation of the Ro- 
hillas, feems from the firft to have been equally 
defireable to both. It was introduced, brought 
forward, and matured, in the courfe of public bu- 
linefs, vith the mod confummate addrefs. The 
orders of the Company were againd the meafure, 
and it evidently obtained, after much ferious dif- 
f;uffion, the approbation both of the felea com. 
mittee and the board of council, rather in defe- 
rence to the fentiinents and engagements of the 
prcfident, than from any real coiiviaion of its pro- 
priety, expediency, or utility. It was propofed, 
tn the fird indance, to comply with the vijir’s re- 
quifltion on terms which hp was expeaed to deem 
extravagant and impraaicable. The artidee fuc- 
cceded. He rejeaed the propofal with warmth. 
Being, however, thus formally adcqited by govern. 
VKM, he fpon changed his mind, in the prefump- 
tion that they had gone tpo far to recede. He 
qow, therefore, demfmded the affdhtnee of the bti- 
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jade on the terms required^ in reducing that part 
the country which lies between the Ganges and 
Lhe mountains* (To this ebjefi the operations of 
the troops were reftriQed by the prefidency, who 
^xpreiTcd the moit cordial falis(a£iion on the requi- 
fition of Sujah Dowlah. becaufe the abfenee of the 
Marrattos would facilitate the conqueft in view» 
;he troops would be prefcrved from inaflion and 
relaxation of difcipline^ the barrier of the vizir's 
iominions, in the defence of which we were fo 
leeply interelled^ would be at once (Irengthcned 
ind extended, the revenues of odr principal ally 
vouid derive from the acquifition condderable aug^ 
nentation, one third of the military charges would 
)e faved to the Company, and a fubilantial obU« 
Ration conferred on a friend, whofe med fidelity 
Icferved whatever could be accomplilhed in his 
iavour, an^ the fervice was finally to be rewarded 
)y forty lacks of rupees, which the vizir engaged 
o liquidate whenever thp obje£l of the wa^ 
:ompleated. 

Rohilcund, from filuation, fertility, cultivation, 
ind every other refpefl, was an acquifition pecu- 
liarly defireable to the vizir. His territories to- 
ivards that quarter were altogether without any na- 
tural barrier, and confequently expofed to incuts 
Hon, either from the impotence, inattention, of 
treachery of the Rohillas, whofe country was caLp 
culated to afford him an abfolute fhelteir, by the 
Thibet mountains on the north, and on the (budi 
ind weft by the Ganges. The inhabitants confift- 
ed of two difficfcnc ds^Tes. who cultivated 

th^ 



*54 TRANSACTIONS IN INDIA. 

tlie land, and thofe who had the management of 
the civil and political inftitutions. The former, 
confiding of farmers, mechanics, manufafturers, 
and dealers, were an induftrious, happy and prof- 
perous people, the defendants of the Gentoos, 
innocent in their manners, united among them- 
felves, fcdulous, contented and fuccefsful in their 
humble occupations. I'he country was one beau- 
tiful garden, in which nature and art every where 
(hone in the moft prolific exuberance. The go- 
vernment was in poflclTion of a tribe of Hagans or 
Pitans, who had conquered Rohilcund above fe- 
venty years ago, and had ever fince lived upon 
the fniits of it, without either aflTifting in its culti- 
vation, or mixing with its inhabitants. 7’hey had 
not, however, abufed the trud they affumed Their 
reign had been prorperous and Immanc. The lands, 
were kept in a (late of the highcR cultivation, and 
all the duties, cudoms, or revenues, yielded with 
readinefs and fatisfaaion. 7'hc fubjcclswere blef- 
fed with plenty, which they enjoyed without nio- 
Icftation. And they gave no indication of wiihing 
on any account to change either their condition or 
their rulers. 

In the feleft committee, November 26, 1773, 
the fiat was given for co-operating with Sujah 
Powlah, in fubjugating this rich and flourifhing 
country. Colonel Champion, the provifional 
commander in chief of the' fecond brigade, was 
entruded with this fervice. He arrived within the 
territories of Oude, by the beginning of February, 
1774. The Rohilla country was actually invaded 

a few 
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a few weeks after, by the whole united army 

The vizir forthwith difpatched feveral dctachmenu 
of light infantry, to indulge the nioft wanton and 
unprovoked outrages, and infeft the cottages of 
the poor, as well as the manfions of the wealthy^ 
with all the horrors of war. The harmlefs inha- 
bitants were inftantly butchered or expelled, their 
property ruined, and their villages confumed by 
the flames. This was but an earneftof the tyrant's 
vengeance, which God in his wrath had deftined a 
Britifli army to execute. 

The Rohillas, fired by the feenes of devaftation 
which raged around them, crouded to the ftandard 
which their chiefs had raifed in their defence, and 
regarded the approaches of the lubah with refent- 
mentand defiance. On the 23d of April, the ce- 
lebrated Hafez Rhamut appeared at the head of 
forty thoufand brave men, in order of battle, who 
determined to fell their rights and tlieir lives as 
dearly as poflible. Our troops accepted the chal- 
lenge with their ufual fortitude. Animated by a 
confeioufnefs of fuperiority, from reputation, from 
difeipline, and from fuccefs, they prepared for 
the attack with that cool and temperate confidence, 
which never forfakes them in the hour of danger. 
The enemy fought in the prefence of their for- 
tunes and families, if not with hopes of viftory, at, 
lead with thofe of revenge. Life was no longer 
valuable to men who knew they muft lofe what- 
ever could render it defireablc. Inflamed by all 
that b dear to the human heart, fury infpired them 
with courage, and danger taught them condutt — 

Their 



isS TRANSACTIONS IN INDIA. 

Their rockets, their matchlocks, and their artil- 
lery, were difeharged with uilexpefted rapidity and 
xciblution, and in various places galled our lines 
with conliderable cffc£l. They even made feveral 
attempts to charge, but the fire of our guns and 
mufquetry was irrefillible. Unable to advance, 
and difdaining to retreat, they pufhed with eager- 
nefc wherever the conflift was moll fierce ; and in 
proportion as they fwarmed to clofe With our ranks, 
the flaughter became incredible. Their vigorous 
exertions, neverthclefs, continued for hours equally 
ardent and obftinate. The Britilh gained not a 
Angle advantage but what refulted from their fu- 
perior Ikill in the fcience of war. Notwithftanding 
the torrent of fire which our army poured in upon 
them with inceflant impetuofity, feveral of their 
chiefs advanced again and again with exemplary 
gallantry, and pitched their colours between the 
two armies, urging their cxhaulled followers to re^ 
new the attack. It was not poflible for them, how-, 
ever, to gain the day in fuch an unequal conteft. 
The intcrell of the vizi/ prevailed, and the Englifh 
were viaorious. Hafez Rhamut, whofe enlighten- 
ed mind, polilhed talents, beautiful poetry, and 
amiable morals, endeared him to his friends, and 
rendered him the favourite of the age and nation 
where he lived, was flain, rallying with great bra- 
very the fcattcrcd remains of a broken ahd difpi- 
rited army. The vizir, treacherous to the com- 
mander in chief, whom he promifed to meet in the 
field of battle, was content to fate his bloody mind 
with a fight of the carnage at a dMlance. But no 

fooner 
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fooner were the enemy completely routed^ ihafi 
his horfe were let loofe to plunder the camp, and 
ravage, the country. Our troops, prelcrving their 
ranks and orders inviolate, were only heard to 
mutter, ** We have the honour of the day, and 
thefe banditti the profit.” 

The cruelties that enfued were fhocking and dif- 
graceful. The ufurper indulged the bafeft propen- 
fities of his nature with unbriddled ferocity. No 
rcmonftrancc of Colonel Champion could prevent 
the havock of the vanquifhed territory. For three 
whole days after the battle, the houfes of this fer- 
tile and well inhabited fpot were every where in a 
blaze. The family, the friends, and dependents 
of the unfortunate Hafez Rhamut, were expofed 
to dilhonour, to irvfult, and even to want. The 
commander in chief made a feeling reprefentatipn 
of their wretched lituation to the feleft committee^ 
as his pcrfonal influence with the vizir could ob- 
tain for them no relief. He received an anfwcroip 
the 23d of May, in which arc thefe words: — ^ 
It has been an invariable maxim in the policy 
” of the Company's government, in the execution 
of any enterprizes which they have undertaken 
in behalf of their allies, to imerpofe their pro- 
in favour of the conquered princes, for 
the fecurity of their lives and honour; and it 
^ will unqueiliooably be the care and attention of 
•* this ad^iniftration, to adhere to this maxim, 
which has fo greatly contributed to tlic reputa- 
** lion dT the Britiih name, and to perform what 
may be incumbent on them, on the prefent oc- 

cafion.” 
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cafion.*' Mr. Haftings, however, who likewife 
prefided in this committee, roundly abandons this 
forlorn family to the rigour of their fate, in a letter 
to the colonel, but four days afterwards, where he 
obferves, that “ to take the family of Hafez Rha- 
** inut immediately under our proteflion, would 
furnifh him (the vizir) with a jujl plea to refufe 
« his compliance with the ftipulation made for the 
prefent fervice, as it would in efleH be to con- 
quer the country for the Company, and not for 
** him/' 

The cruelties of Sujah Dowlah was not confined 
to the diflradcd remains of this wretched houfc — 
All his prifoners experienced the lame unrelenting 
feverity. He kept them within his forts, or remo^ 
ved them to Fyzabad, that he might not hear the 
ccnfurcs, or be tcized by the importunities of the 
Englifh on their account. He intruded on the 
fccrecies of the women, by forcibly entering the 
Zenana, which is the grofl'cfl infult that can be 
olfcred to the familv of a noble Moor, lie divert:* 
cd them of their trinkets and the ornaments of their 
drefs, provided them with nofuitable accommoda- 
tion, and even fuffered them to want the nccerta- 
rics of life. Not lefs than two hundred women, 
many of whom were perfons of diftin^lion, he or* 
dered to be driven from Befibuiec to his camp, al* 
moft naked, under a guard of fipoys. From Be- 
jelly, or its neighbourhood, fcveral young women 
were alfo dragged from the arms of their agonizing 
relations, for the e.xprcfs purpofe of proftitution. 

The 
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The moft illuftrious of thefe captives were equal- 
ly deltitute of food and raiment, covered with 
vermin, and reduced to the fevcrc neceffity of fup^ 
plicating charity, which they adually received from 
jfeveral Englifh gentlemen. His treatment of Ma- 
hubulla Cawn and his brothers was, if pofliblc, yet 
more criminal. Thefe men pofTefled a country 
worth, at leaft, twenty lacks of rupees per annum. 
In confequence of the mod folemn affurances of 
protetlion and friendihip, they fliut thcmfclves up 
in l^effoiilce, the capital of their dill;ri6ls, where 
they obferved a drift neutrality during the war. — 
He continued to applaud their condiift, by repeat- 
ing the dronged prolcflicnsof regard for their wel- 
fare. Hut tlic moment they were in his power, he 
put them under the mod rigorous confinement, 
denied them accefs to their families, robbed them 
of their pn)perty, and ufed thcmfclves and tlieir 
women not only with indignity and difhonour, but 
witli cruelty. Thelc arc the moving terms in 
which they deferibe their fituation, in their cr)m- 
plaints to Col. Champion : He has deprived us 

^ of our country, of our riches, and even of our 
“ honour ; and not faiisficd with that, he is going 
“ to fend us prifoners to Fyzabad. We dcfire 
no country, no riches, no houfes ; but at Bol- 
“ fualec arc the tombs of our noble anyedors ! — 
** Near them, under fomc fliadc, we beg permif- 
•* fion to fpend the remainder of our days as Fa- 
quiers. Relying on the vizir s promifes, wc rc- 
“ mained in this country, olherwife wc fhould have 
fled as the oilier chiefs did, and have preferved 

our 
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our charaftcrs and honours^ Thefe he has ta- 
^ ken away with our cfFe6b. And how he has dif- 
** honoured us is known to all.” 

During the perpetration of thefe outrages againft 
numbers of helplcfs women and children, whofc 
bulbands and fathers had fallen in an abortive 
ftruggle to preferve their independence, the Britifh 
army, fubjefted to the vizir s controul, were drag- 
ged from place lo place, at his caprice. Fizulla 
Cawn fled at the head of his furviving countrymen, 
and encamped in a place of great natural ftrength, 
among the mountains at the extremity of Rohil- 
cund. Colonel Champion had probably incurred 
the vizirs difplcafure, by intcrefting himfelf in bc- 
hadf of the army, in dividing the Ipoil of the van- 
quiflied, in endeavouring to reftrain the depreda* 
lions of the vizirs cavalry againft an innocent and 
defcncelcfs people, and efpecially in his humane 
attempts to procure for the prifoners fomc mitiga* 
lion of their mercilcfs treatment. His efforts to 
obtain an honourable negotiation for Fizulla Cawn, 
and ailing as a mediator between the principal^ 
in the war, was ftill more offcnfive, though the 
vizir had the addrefs for the prefent to conceal his 
refentment. The viHor would allow' no abatement 
in the terms he propofed, and Fizulla Cawn deemed 
them, from the temper of the chiefs connefted with 
him, to be impraHicable. The governor or pre- 
fident agreed in every thing with the vizir, and 
condemned at the fame time the interference of 
the commander in chief. Our troops were confe- 
quenily ordered, without further regard to time or 

place, 
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•phce, to accomplifli the reduflion of the enemy. 
The feleft committee who directed the war re- 
newed their iiiftruQions to the colonel, in thefe 
words : ** You arc authorized and dirctled by us 
to purfue the moll vigorous meafurcs, in con- 
junflion with the vizir, effectually to reduce the 
Rohilla army, without confining your operations 
“ totlic Rohilla dominions/’ The army proceeded 
accordingly within a few miles of Lalldong, where 
the Rohillas had fortified them fe Ives in a very 
ftrong poll. Here they Averc foon reduced to ex- 
tremity for want of provilion. A ficknefs at tlie 
fame time broke out in their camp, which daily 
carried off great numbers. Wifliing rather to 
llarve them into a fiirrcndcr, than rifqvic the brigade 
in an attack whicli could not fuccccd but under 
peculiar difadvantages, and with a prodigious cffii- 
fion of Jiuman blood, Colonel Champion fiif- 
pended his operations to wait the refult of thefc 
circumflanccs. His conduCl was juflified by the 
confcqucncc. They redoubled their carncllnefs 
4n preffing an accommodation. FizuRa Cawn pre- 
fented himfclf before the coirquerors, and the vi- 
zir, in confidcration of his confidence, agreed that 
he fhould have a jaghirc or dillrid of fourteen 
lacks, and fcvcnty-fiA c thoufand rupees a year ; 
and that he fliould be allowed five thoufand men 
in his fervdee ; but that in return he fliould deliver 
up one half of his treafure to the vizir, fubmit to 
him as his vaffal, and pay him military tribute. 

Thus ended a war, undertajeen againfl the cx- 
prefs prohibition of the Company, and even, in 
M • fome 
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fome mcafurc, without their knowledge, in which 
an army of Britifh foldicrs afled as mercenaries 
under a foreign prince, for the unequivocal pur- 
pofe of procuring their employers a fum of money, 
by which a race of men were flaughtered or ex- 
tirpated, who were at lead inoffcnfive to their 
neighbours, who certainly never injured the Eng- 
lifh, and under whofe mild and humane govern 
ment the country flourilhed, and its inhabitants 
were happy. 


CHAP- 
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C H A P T E R VI. 

A Phnipottntiary from hii Britannic Majfly appear i 
on the Coajl of Coromandel — Tlic Fall of Tafjore 
— Lord Pigoi's appointment — lie 7’eforcs the King 
of Tanjore — Is put under Military Arref — Dies 
in Confiumcni — Three of the Majority who cfcHcd 
this Injurrellion tried and co?idemned by an Enrlijk 
Jury. 

Th E wr^ck of the Aurora frigate, which pro- 
bably foundered in fome of thole numerous ftreights 
or (helves fo common and dangerous in the eallerii 
ocean, pu,t a melancholy end to all cxpeQations 
infpired by the commifTion of Supervifors in 1769. 
The fquadron which carried out the new Conimif- 
fioncrs was commanded I)y ^ir fohn Lindfay, an 
ofheer of diftinguifhed merit in his profelTion. lie 
was at the fam« time appointed by the Company 
fuperintendant of their concerns in the Gulph of 
Pcrfia, and commander in chief of all their Htips, 
ffigaies and armed vcffcls in India. Government 
invefted him with powers ftill higher. He carried 
with him credentials under the great fcal to appear 
and a6l in India as plenipotentiary of his Britannic 
Majefty, cfpecially to his Excellency the Nabob 
of Arcot, who had become an ally of the crown by 
the eleventh article of the treaty of Paris. 

M 2 J laving 
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Having remained feme months on the Malaber 
coaft, Sir John arrived at Fort George in the end 
pf July, 4770, wl^ere a tedious and intricate alter- 
cation took place, between him, as his Majefty s 
plenipotentiary, and the gentlemen of the prefi- 
dency. He requefted them to join him in paying 
the ufual honours in delivering his Majefty s letters 
and prefents to the nabob of Arcot, and that they 
fhould aftift in the ceremonial cuftomary on fuch 
occafions, by the perfonal attendance of the gover- 
nor and council, the gentlemen of the fettlement 
both civil and military, and by falutes from the 
forts and Ihips in the road. But all tranfaClions 
and ncgociations with the princes of India having 
been hitherto conducled by the Company s fervants, 
who were generally confidcrcd as charged with the 
intcreft and cxercife of the Jkitifli power in thefe 
parts, they declined a compliance with the Pleni- 
potentiary’s requifilion, left by their means the in- 
fluence and concerns of their conftituents might 
fuIFer diminution. 

Notwithftanding the obflinacy of the prcfidency. 
Sir John inftantly waited on the nabob, and laid 
his commiftlon and inftru6tions before him. He 
aftiired the nabob of his Majefty's friendfliip and 
protcclion^ which he was an.xiqus and determined 
to continue and extepd to all his allies in every 
part of the \yorld, that all the credit and ability 
of the Englifh adminillration were pledged to fe- 
curc the Carnatic to the nabob and his pofterity ; 
thi^t whatever his grievances were, he might de- 
pend oi) rccci\ 4 ng fubftantial redrefs by laying 

them 
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them at the foot of the throne ; and that, as Ple- 
nipotentiary from the Britifh Court, he was em- 
powered to demand, in his Majefty's name, a com- 
plete account of the nabob's tranfafllions with the 
Company or their agents fince the treaty of Paris, 
as upon correQ information his affairs might lhare 
the advantage of his Majefly s paternal govern- 
ment. 

The nabob replied to thefe gracious affuranccs 
in terms of the fincerefl gratitude. Words were, 
indeed, inadequate to his fentimenfs. fie was at 
the fame time not without his fears, that efaiming 
the attention of the crown might be attended with 
danger, as the individuals who now filled the pre- 
fidency might ftill continue to pofTcfs the power 
which had in fo many inltances already opprcfl'cd 
him. He was aware the royal interference,, how- 
ever kindly intended, might have a different ope- 
ration, by the paifions of jcalou fy and chagrin it 
would infallibly excite. The fate of Surajali’ Dow- 
lah, Meerjafficr, and Cofllm Ally, wei c conftanr- 
ly before his eyes, and made him tremble for his 
own. And he fhuddered to give thofe men offence^ 
whofc refentments were implacable in proportion 
to their power of indulging them. The flipporr, 
however proper and indifpenfibic to his exifienccy 
Was moreover diftant and uncertain, while the ene- 
my were at hand, and ready to feizc every oppor- 
tunity of wrcckirtg their vengeance on the wretc/i 
who, defencelcfs as he Was, dhrft appeal for pro- 
teftion and relief from the grafp of tyranny, or 
the rage of peculation. 

M 5 The 
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The conflant and familiar intereonrfe which fiifc 
fitted between the nabob and the king's minifter^ 
was a fource of great and habitual uneafinefs to the 
prefidency. The animofity wWch it produced in- 
groflcd their whole attention. A correfpondence 
enfued, in which dicir pafliond^were not a little in- 
flamed, as their pride was hurt and their charafters 
at iffue. The plenipotentiary urged them on to- 
pics which they thought were not within his eogni- 
aance. His powers authorized him to apply for 
an accurate ftatement of all their tranlaftions with* 
the nabob of Arcot fince the late treaty of Paris, 
lie announced it alfo to be his Majefty's pleafurc^ 
that he Ihould enquire with the utmott care intoi 
the caufes of the late war with the Subah of the*’ 
Dccan and Hydcr Ally, and the reafons of its xm- 
ibrtunatc confcquence. Thefe powers he ftated irv 
fuch a ftriking variety of different and important 
lights, and preffed them on the gentlemen of the 
prefidency hi a manner fo forcible and condufivc, 
that they lott all temper, and had recourfe to fuch 
paffionatc and unguarded language,, as gave him 
a manifeft advantage in the argument. They ftea^ 
dily pci fitted, however, in maintaining the ground- 
on which they originally declined a£Mng with him 
as the miniftcr of the king. They confequently 
wifhed him to underftand them finally determin- 
ed to be heartily dif^fed to give him their beft 
council, whenever and upon whatever fubjeft he 
fhould require it, fo far as they deemed thcmfelvcs* 
at \ibcrty, confiftcntly with their oath and covenant 
to the Company,, and that they fliould thankfully 

accept 
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iiCccpl of his counfel and aid upon all fuch occ^* 
feons as they were taught or authorifcd by thcit 
condiuieDti {o receive or folicit them. 

Thefe contefts threw the whole prefidehcy into 
parties^ and the nabob's refpeft for their authority 
was evidently lelTened. The great bufinefs of the 
Carnatic^ which was always managed in cortcerr, 
with him, was for the prefent at a (land, as the na- 
bob prefumed on the friendlhip (hewed him by the 
minifter of the crown, and they conftantly anfwercd 
every requifition made to them from him, by fc- 
fioufly obferving, that as his Majefty had fent out 
fuch extraordinary powers to India, they could do 
nothing. Thus, by the intrufion of a miniderial 
manoeuvre, the government of the Company on 
the Madras eftabliflimcnt underwent a temporary 
fufpenfion. The Company's fervants came at lad 
to the refolution of putting an end to an inter- 
courfe, which produced nothing but recrimination. 
They confequently told the plenipotentiary, very 
roundly, that they had no Icifure for the profecu- 
tion of fuch a warfare. Wc defirc to take our 
leave of controverfy with you. We have not 
“ any time for fuch an employment. If the Com- 
pany had thought we fhould have been thus bar- 
raffed, they would probably have engaged a 
proper number of controverfial writers in their 
fcrvice. Wc leave you the field open. Advifr 
** us to our duty. Cciifure us for neglcciing it. — • 
Reproach us for ill-uiing the prince of the conn- 
** try. Continue to plead his caulcagainil the in- 
** terefb and rights of the country. And tell us 
M 4 ** it 
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it is for tHe benefit of the nation. AfTcrt whar 
you pleafe. Be as fevcre as you pleafe. We 
fhall be filcnt here, and if we reply at all, it 
fliall be in another place.** 

It is not improbable that the intrigues of the na- 
bob were at the bottom of this political contention. 
His power, from our exertions in his favour, had 
by this time obtained a very confidcrable eftablifh- 
ment. He had fettled in Madras, with a view, it 
was believed, of gaining an afcendancy over tho^ 
gentlemen of the fcttlemcnt, and by various means 
to intcrefl: them pcrfonally in the profperity of his 
family and affiiirs. His army were modelled and 
difciplincd after the European falhion, commanded 
by Englifh officers, and recruited by vaft numbers 
of fugitive Europeans. His dignity and influence, 
conncClcd with ftrong ambition, and fpecious abi- 
lity, were, in confcqucncc of thefe advantages, 
acknowledged in every part of India. 

It was tlic policy of the times to embrace every 
olijcfl which promifed an cxtcnfion of prerogative. 

T he defpotic purfuits of government were fuffici- 
entiy palpable in an interference with the conduft 
of the Company, both at home and abroad. Great 
unpopularity w'as incurred, and a very ferious con- 
troverfy occafioncd by the mcafurc. In following 
up the fame fatal fyllcm, it was now conceived that 
the crown fhould fuperinlcnd the affairs of the 
Company ; and, in confcquence of the various op- 
preffions to which the princes in the country were 
fiihjc6lcd, negociatc treaties, and eftablifh con- 
nections in India, totally diflinft and feparate from 

that. 
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that body. To fubftantiate a fcheme thus favour- 
able to the encroachments of power, Sir John 
Lindfay had been invefted with thefe extraordi- 
nary and alarming powers, in which he now ap- 
peared on the coalt of Oriffa and Coromandel. 

Mr. Haftings probably never rendered the Com- 
pany more eflential fcrvice, than by his found and 
Ready advice in the deteftion and defeat of this 
contracted policy. He was lecond in council at 
the time ; and it is not very difficult to perceive his 
fagacity, peH'everance, and difeernment, in the 
manner in which the argument is taken up and 
profecuted to a conclulion. Its operation, how- 
ever, in fpitc of all their endeavours to keep the 
natives ignorant of what was going forward, was 
vifible and ferious. The fervants of the Company 
had not been very liberal in their deferiptions or 
acknowledgments of any fuperior authority. The 
Indian powers at lead betrayed their ignorance of 
that circumftancc, by the aftonifhmcnt they cx- 
preffed at the intelligence they had probably heard 
of the king and parliament of Great Britain. But 
the functions connc6ted with thefe charaflers, few 
or none of them could poffibly underftand. They 
confidered the Company, perhaps, as the fountain 
of the Britifh power. They faw their fervants en- 
joying a plenitude of authority which exceeded 
that of their greateft potentates. They witneffed 
ihc fuperior prowefs of their armies, and they con- 
Rantly heard their orders appealed to as fovercigii 
and inconicftible. But when they were told that 
this omnipotent Company confided only of a pri 

vate 
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vate fociety of merchants, that none of its members 
had the honout to fill any important department of 
Rate, and that the whole fyftem which they hai 
feen produce fuch effefts in India, and to which 
they had looked up from the firft with reverence 
and admiration, was ftill under the check and con- 
troul of one every way fuperior, they awoke as' 
fiom a dream, and Began to regard the individuals, 
<vho had degraded their official capacity by vena- 
lity or infoletice; as ot:cupying only a fubordinatc 
fphere. They foon found that the powers of this 
iniglity body were only delegated, that they were 
obtaiiied and held merely for a fpecific term of years, 
and that they were to look clfewhcrc for all future 
eonnettions. And it is eafily conceived how their 
piide and felf-importance would fwell, when, in- 
Read of abjeft dependents on the Company or 
their agents, they were taught to confider them- 
fclvcs as friends, allies, fovereigns and equals, by 
that fupreme over-ruling power with whom, till 
then^ they were in fome degree unacquainted. 

The gentlemen of the prefidency, who were on 
the fame fpot, and iinderflood, from long and in- 
timate acquaintance, the temper and fentijnents of' 
the natives, in their general letters to the court of 
Direftors, of July, 1771, expofe with great ener- 
gy the pernicious effeds of this interference.— 
It has always been our opinion, ** fay they,*' that 
** with your authority we had that of ourfovereign 
and nation delegated to us through you, for ma- 
naging the important concerns of our country, 
“ under this prefidency. It is upon the preva- 
lence 
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* Icnc^ of this opinion in India> that our 
ence and yoiir intereft are vitally founded. It 

<« was in the confidence of this opinion, that yoiit 
« fervants, exerting all their vigour, acquired fuc3f 

* power and wealth for their cownry. But if tina 
« opinion be forfeited, they can neither aft wida 
« fpirit nor fuccefs ; for under the controul of a 

fuperior commiflion, they dare not, they can- 
" not exert the porwers with which they alone 
entnifted ; their weaknefs and difgrace become 
" confpicuous, and they are held in derLTion fey 
your enemies.** 

They continue in a chain of the moft forcible 
and conclufive rea foiling to arraign the conduS of 
minifters, in an attempt to enfnarc and farprifc 
them, by the introdufiion of a power akogetber 
new and extraordinary in thefe parts. This was 
not, in their opinion, neceflary to heighten tbcir 
authority, by the fantUon of his Majefty's name, 
which they hacd without any fpccial interpofition, 
and which, added -in this manner, (lamped all the 
former proceedings of the Company with illegality 
amd ufurpation. They alledgcd that it was intended 
to terrify them into a farrender of their delegated 
authority, or to render ilr-m objc^ls of juft pro- 
fcription. They complained that the plenipoten- 
tiary's powers extended only to an uncandid en- 
quiry into their pad meafures, an ungenerous cen- 
ftirc of their condufl, a demand of their records, a 
partial indication of the nabob's allegations, in op- 
pofition to the rights of the Company, and a gene- 
ral deportment tending to diininifli their confe- 

qucnce 
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quencc in the eyes of their allies and enemies.---. 
They confidered it as unconftitutional, to apply 
the great feal of Great Britain to the hidden pur- 
pofes of Idtres de cachet, or to fend out fecretly the 
whole powers of prerogative, for the foie end of 
opprefling the Company’s fervants, in a fituation 
where they could have no pofTiblc recourfe to 
the advice of law. They regarded themfclves as 
their predeceffors were, the only legal reprefenta- 
lives of the Britifh government in that remote part 
of his Majefly’s dominions. Officers of the higheft 
eommiffion from the crown had a6led under them, 
as in other colonies of the empire. And they did 
not think themfclves at liberty to furrender their 
authority, in defiance of their duty to their fove- 
reign, their country, or their trull. They had no 
fuch intimation from the DircBors, their immediate 
fuperiors. And they concluded by obferving, that 
the forces they commanded fhould forthwith be 
configned into the hands of the crown, and trans- 
ferred with the plenary powers to the abfolute di- 
reftion and difpofal of his Majcfly s minifter. 

The fide to which the nabob leaned during the 
pendency of this ardent contefl, the folicitude of 
the Plenipotentiary to intcreft himfclf in his affairs,, 
and the ardour which appeared in his correfpon- 
dence with the prcfidcncy to criminate the manner 
in which they had condutled themfclves to that 
prince, interrupted for a while the harmony which 
had formerly fubfillcd between the fervants of the 
Company and their ally. An events however, was 
how on the tapis, which in its foi raation, progrefs, 

and 
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and termination, feems to have qua(hed all differ- 
ences,t and united them more intimately than ever. 

The Carnatic was not only infefted by ftraggling 
parties of the Marrattos, and various groupes of 
banditti which hovered on its frontiers, but feveral 
of its dependent Rajahs, Zemindars, and Polygars, 
were ftill refraflory, and declined the punftual dif- 
charge of their refpeflLive tributes. Moll of thefe 
were eafily reduced. The King of Tanjore was 
the moft formidable. He was connefled with fome 
of the moft refpc6iablc powers in India. His 
wealth, on fuch a theatre of political venality, 
rendered his fituation at once invidious and con- 
fpicuous. For here, more perhaps than in any 
other country, the only infallible protection againft 
depredation and outrage is poverty and infigaifi- 
cance. 

This Rajah, who owes fo much celebrity to his 
fafferings, is one of thofe Gentoo princes whofe 
anceftors were never entirely fubdued by the Tar- 
tars. He had been for years in the ftriCleft alli- 
ance with the Company and the nabob, and en- 
gaged with them in the joint perils and fortunes of 
former wars. By the treaty of Paris, Salabatjing 
was recognized fubah of the Decan, and Maho- 
med Ali Cawn nabob of the Carnatic. Thefe ar- 
rangements were chiefly preferibed by the Englifli, 
and the Mogul readily granted, from time to time, 
fuch powers on his part as were neceflary to give 
them validity and effeCl. Accounts were confe- 
quently liquidated, and a convention, under the 
authority and guarantee of tlie Company, between 

their 
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Jthcir cmi aliics, tmmcdiatdy took place fpr tha^ 
porpofc. Whatever arrcar3 were <hje to the Mor 
fgiip M welt a$ his Gaiurc tribute, nabob of Ar- 
|dot ww appoiflit^d to receive, with the allowanct 
of a haiwitbmc pren^imn for his trouble. The 
Cofnpaoy referved to ihemfclvcs the right of fee- 
ing this truft properly fulfilled. The right of the 
Kajah to hi^ feverat .dQa)inions were lik^wife efta- 
Htfhed. Subrequent to thefe tranfaftions the na- 
bob and Rajah were coonefted in a variety of un- 
dertakings. In fettling their r^fpefUve claims, in 
coniequence of thefe new engagements, the Rajah 
infilled that be ought to be allowed (or certain mi- 
litary fervices performed for the oab<^ ; and the 
nabob, that he was entitled to the films fiipulated 
by the late convention, withont any abatement. 

The feveral powers in whofe meafures the pre- 
fidency-at this time were moil deeply interefted, 
were the Marrattos, the Nabob, and the Jlajah,-.-^ 
The formejr dilcovcre4 the ftrongeft anxiety foi^ 
engaging the Company in an pfienfive alliance, 
not for their alfillancje in the field. They were 
themfelves more than a match for Hydcr Ally. — 
But they very fincerely wi&ied to inveigle us into 
fach a conneflion, as might determine us to take 
an afiive part in the deftmtlion of his capitals, 
that they might have nothing further to dread from 
our fubieqiicnt attachment to the fortunes of their 
enemy. To this meafiire the Nabob had taught 
them to believe, that they had it in their power to 
threaten or compel us when they pleafed. And 
he was the more intcrelled in thf accompliftiroent 

Pf 



pf fath an alliance, that he e:^ 8 ted to have ob- 
tained in return a eonliderablc fbare of the con- 
quered territories- The king^ Of Tanjore had al- 
ways been apprehefufive that the Nabob wilhed iq 
poWefs hihifelf of bis country the moment he wa^ 
able, but his appfehenfions were more thin ever 
Confirmed, fince the arrival of the Britifli Pleni- 
potentiary. He vras cpnfeqti^tly defimus of in- 
volvipg the Carnatip, in proportion as his oyn fafe- 
ty depended on the inability of the Nabob. And 
the Marrattos fceitied prepared for any enterprize 
that Would moft elfeaually prevent our afTiAing 
Hyder, and command our acquipfeence in the 
terms they proppfed. 

It might have been expefted, that, thus fituaied^ 
the prcfidcncy of Madras would have endeavour- 
ed to compromife the difference between the 
Nabob and the Rajah. They adopted, however^ 
an oppofite policy, and laid it down as a principle 
in their condiltations on the fubje£^ that the Rajah 
was by much too powerful for his fituation, and that 
his reduftion was in fome degree neceffary to' the 
peace of the Carnatic. Under the influence of 
this conclufion, an expedition againftTanjorc was 
planned and executed, in concert with the Nabob, 
in the latter epd of 1771- The king's minifteron. 
the coaft was acceffary to the meafurc, and gav^ 
it all the encouragement in his power, though the 
fcafon obliged him to leave the road before its 
completion. 

The Company's troops were commanded by 
General Smith, who was enjoined to do nothing 

but 
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but with the advice of Official ul Omrah Behauder, 
the nabob’s eldeft foq. The army was thirty-fix 
days before Tanjore. A breach was made in the 
vails, which t}ie Englifli, in revenge for the lives 
that were Wi before the place, panted to ftorm. 
There was not an individual iir the army who 
doubted the fuccefs of the enterprize, when the 
young nabob prevented the hazard of a repulfe, by 
concluding a peace with the Rajah. The army 
were enraged from their difappointment of the 
plunder they expeded from the capture of the 
town. It was an event fo little forefeen, that tlie 
news of it was every where received with furprifc. 
The terms, though adequate to the caufes afligned 
for the war, were not fatisfaflory. The Nabob's 
fon protefted that he was guided by the advice of 
General Smith, and that matters were precipitated 
by the feverity of die rains, the licknefs which pre- 
vailed in the camp, and a ftrong probability that 
the Marrattos approached to the relief of Tanjore. 
The general confidercd the honour of the army 
as facrificed in this inftance, by a confpiracy be- 
tween the Nabob and his fon. The Nabob fpund it 
alfo convenient to diflcmble the greateft chagrin 
and refentment at a tranfadion fo unequal to his 
willies. But the dirpleafiirc of the prcfidency was 
f^xprclIcd in the moll pointed and explicit language. 
They declare to General Smith, “ That in the 
“ very commencement of peace they fhpuld be 
providing as if they were on the very eve of a 
“ war.” The principles, however, ip w;hich the 
uppopulaj'by, of the peace originated are pretty 

obvious. 
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obvious. The legal claims of the troops to the 
booty« which the riches of the rajah promifed on 
the reduftion of his capital were defeated. The 
creditors of the Nabob had been given to under- 
ftand» at the fame tirtiCj that the treafures of Tan- 
jore would be put in his poffeflioni and that then 
his accounts would be liquidated. The govern- 
ment of Madras was alfo deceived. Co-operating 
with the nabobs in bis holUlities againfl their al)y» 
put an end to their connexion ; and as itdeftroyed 
all his future expeftations in the treaty of Pans> it 
expofed the Carnatic to the exafperated intrigues 
of a man whofe iituation had become defperate. 

All the hopes which the Nabob had entertained 
of fuppoTt from the crown, in oppofition to the in- 
tereft of the Company, as exhibited and main- 
tained by their fervants, were, as he had Ihrcwdly 
fufpefted, ultimately vifionar-y. The remonftran- 
ces of Sir John Lindfay had, perhaps, not fuffici - 
cntly confulted the pcrfonal confcquence of the 
gentlemen who managed the concerns of the Conv- 
pany, to produce any fubdantial ciFctit. He 
fuperfeded by Sir Robert Hariand in the fame im- 
portant truft, who was invefted by the fame pow^ 
ers, and indruQcd to perfevere in accomphfhing 
the fame objeS, His reception, notwiihdanding 
the orders of the Direflors to treat him with all 
that politencfs and refpeft due to his ftaiion and 
charafter, was dill cold and didant. JIc avow'cd 
it as one principal end of his conimiflion, to urge 
the claims of the Nabob, and to obtain, if poRiblc,' 
a more icdulous attention to his intcreds, from the 
N gentle- 
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gentlemen of the prefidcncy. He afTerted the 
right which the Nabob had to rely for fupport and 
proteftion from the crown. He reprobated with 
feverity the oppofition given to the lead appear- 
ance of fubftantiating thefe natural and well-ground- 
ed expcflaiions. He refolved the obvious jealoufy 
which influenced the members of the council into 
a narrow and miilaken policy. And he upbraided 
them with cenfuring a mcafure which he conceived 
to be the facred privilege of Majcilly. This, how- 
ever, proved to be no more than the ftrong un- 
meaning phrapology of official profeffion. The 
Britifli goverment was too wife to perfift in realiz- 
ing projcBs incompatible with the Company’s prof- 
perity. The firmnefs of the prefidcncy difpofed 
^ir Robert to relax his tone. When the paffiorvs 
of both parties gave way to mature refleftions, 
mutual compldifancc took place, and a cordial ex- 
change of good offices didinguiflied their fubfe- 
quent intcrcourfe. They were henceforth as 
<lofely united in facilitating, as they had widely 
differed before in their opinions concerning the 
intcrefts of the Nabob. He was himfclf the folc 
occafion of the controverfy, and it afforded him 
thofc ufcful inflrufUons, that all application to 
other refources than his own prudence for redreb 
under the WTongs he fuffered from the prefidcncy, 
V’erc vain and nugatory ; that, as he was circum- 
llanccd, no fyflcm whatever would operate effec- 
tual relief, in which their Ration, their confe- 
qucnce, and their expcQations, were not properly 
confuhed; and that the mofi folemn affurances of 

European 
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European ilionarchs were not more certain or un- 
equivocal, than thofe of Indiim Rajahs, Nabobs, 
Governors and Subahs. 

The only aftive fervice which the troops had 
undertaken, fubfequent to the Tanjore expedition, 
was the reduftion of the Marawar and Nalcooty 
Polligars. Thefe countries lie by the fea fide, on 
the frontier of Tanjore, and have always bben 
deemed dependencies of the Carnatic. They are 
inhabited by a brave, induftrious, and independent 
people, who, from their habits of life, their mode 
of defence, their natural fituation, and their con- 
tempt of danger, have never perhaps been wholly 
fubdued. Inacceffible hills, and impenetrable 
woods, afford them a fccure retreat from ewerf 
enemy. To thefe faftneffes they retire when pur- 
fued, and iffuc from them at plcafure, to take ad- 
vantage of the invaders. They have always held 
their lands by a kind of military tenure, by which 
they attend their rcfpefUvc chieftains to the field. 
They are fierce and barbarous to none but fuch as 
vifit them with hoflile intentions. They have the 
craftinefs of all rude nations befet with powerful 
neighbours, anxious to reduce and enflavc them. 
>Tjie Nabob avows no other reafon for invading the 
powerful habitations of thefe innocent people, but 
that they were backward to pay a tribute extorted 
from them by force of arms. And he feems to 
have been fufpefted both by the gentlemen of the 
council and the officers of the anny, to aim rather 
at extirpation than conqucfl. The fortifications, 
though numerpus, w^ere only defended by a rabble, 
N 2 and 
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and conlequently foon reduced. It was impo0ibre 
to draw the enemy into any formal engagement. 
On the approach of the Englifh, expe3ing a con- 
tinuation of their ancient privileges, they remained 
at their ploughs, and in fome meafur? facilitated 
the means of conquering their chiefs. When moil 
bf the forts had fallen into our hands, they re- 
mained for the mod part neutral, until they un- 
derftood that the Nabob meant to rob them of thofc 
lands which they hoped to have retained. Thfe 
policy threw the whole country into a flame. The 
ploughman every where took arms, and the villa>- 
ges were inflantly converted into fo many camps 
of obfervation. Soldiers as wdl as ploughmen, 
ihey could appear in what fhape they pleafed, with* 
or wilhom arms, but were fare never to expofe 
ihemfelves but where they had manifeflly the ad- 
vantage. It was therefore reprefented to the Na- 
bob, and the Prefidency, in a manner that did ho- 
nour to the feelings of Colonel Bonjour, who com- 
manded in the Nalcooty province, that this mode 
of fettling the country would require extremities^ 
of a fliocking nature. Nor then would he 
mife, that matters fhould be fo adjuded as to pro- 
duce fatisfaftion. He dated, that the villaj^e^ 
were generally abandoned by the men as the troops 
advanced ; that whatever baggage remained b^ 
hind with fuch draggling parties as followed the 
detachment, were taken by thofe villagers; that^ 
as the aggreflbrs were not to be found, and rcpii- 
fals were indifpcnfiblc, he was under the neceffity 
of burning die cottages of tbc poor,, and oiherwife 

punifliing 
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punishing the innocent and helplefs^ who, inca- 
pable as they were of doing them any injury, could 
neither efcape nor refiil the r^fentment of an en- 
raged foldiery. 

It is obfcrvable in the hiftory of thefe tranfac- 
tkms, how often the moft fhocking details of war, 
from fcenes of cruelty and horror, are replete with 
leffons of mercy. But thefe deferiptions, even 
under the fanftion of official difpatches, are feldom 
dnterefting to trading politicians, whofe minds arc 
folely engroffed by articles of lofs and gain, who 
fend forth their armies, .as they do their fhipa, on 
principles of calculation, and who eftimate their 
military operations only by the fources of profit 
which they lay open, or the means of peculation 
which they procure. Thefe humane emotions in 
the bread of a foldier, indead of exciting any 
fympatheuc fenfation^ were-reprefled by the dudied 
Clence of the council, and he was coolly enjoined 
to continue his exertions, which he did until the 
death of Tandwaray Piiia, the chief of the 'Coun- 
try, rendered them unncceflary. 

This difgraceful campaign feems no improper* 
epitome of all the Company s wars in the vicinity 
4of their fcvcral fetdeuients. Wba^ver country 
promifes the cheaped conqued, anfwers mod cffec- 
.tetally the views of ambkion, or is on the whole 
heft calculated to repay the expcncc of extermi- 
nating its inhabitants, fads within t|ie fatal circle 
of their military inftruflions. And- whetlier it is" 
fituated on the one extremity of Indoftan or 
ihe othcr^ the Company « allies muft be affided, 
N 3 tjicir 
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their troops employed, their territories enlarged, 
thoir treafure improved. Though the people who, 
in thefe cafes, never have the faculty of eleftion, 
would rather embrace than oppofe them, though 
their manners may be as unprovoking as their lives 
may be ufeful, they may* unfortunately have of- 
fended fome bafe unprincipled knave of (late, who 
has the addrefs to fatiatehis revenge on his foes by 
means of his friends. It was thus with Rohilcund, 
with Nalcooty, and with Marawar. General Smith 
headed the expedition againft this diftrift in perfon. 
No regular force once appeared to intercept his 
march. The natives only made a (land in the de- 
fence of Ramanadaporam, the capital of the pro- 
vince, the feat of their government, the refidencc 
of their chiefs, and the ftronghold where they dc- 
pofitcd their treafure, and to which they repaired 
on the appearance of danger. 1 he Britifh artillery 
foon breached the walls, and Major Braithewaite s 
grenadiers carried the affault fword in hand. The 
Colerics were animated with fury. There were 
in the fort about three thoul’and armed men. A 
few took refuge in the palace, and faved their lives, 
as the firft confufion was over before our troops 
advanced; but far the greater number bravely died 
in the breach, or threw thcmfcivcs over the w alls. 
In this manner was an expedition of the Compa- 
ny's troops completed, aT>out the beginning of 1773, 
in which the mod remarkable tranfaftion is per- 
haps the recrimination which took place betwTcn 
the young Nabob and the* officers of the Britilli ar- 
my, concerning the diilribution of the booty. — 

When 
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When he was but hiffed by the foldiers who fought 
his battles, the gentlemen of the prcfidency were 
alarmed, refented the infult, and interrogated the 
general. The remonftrance of thofe who conceiv- 
ed their intereft’aft'eacd by his avari(:e, was even 
conftrued into an indignity, and their caufe aban- 
doned by their employers, that the embarraffments 
of their ally might not be faid to originate in coun- 
cil. So wonderfully delicate was their tendernefs 
for the Nabob of Arcot. It was not enough to fay, 
that an apparent neglcft of ceremony, where an 
individual alone was concerned, afFetlcd them much 
more deeply than the maffacrc of thoufands. But 
there was no channel by which the misfortunes of 
thefe wretched mortals could poflibly touch their 
hearts. It was only to the etique te of humanity 
diat thefe doughty arbiters of na.tional dediny were 
callous or inattentive 

Notwithftanding the conflant attention which 
t'hofe tranfaftions required, both from the Nabob 
and the Prcfidency, they loll no time or opportu- 
nity of watching die King of Tanjorc. It was 
the misfortune of this prince, that he was reputed 
to be immenfely rich ; that he poilcffcd one of the 
mod valuable didrifls in the Carnatic, and that fb 
contiguous to tlic prcfidency, and furrouiided by 
the territories of the Nabob, he prefumed to alTcrt 
his independence. Thcfc were the true caufes ot 
the original quarrel taken up againd him. "Ihe 
termination of this had left the ally and fervants of 
the Company very much diffatisfied. Solicitous 

Rou^’s Appendix, page 941. 
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for a breach of the friendfhip then fubfifli.og, his 
minuteft aQions were Critically infpefled. The 
connexions which had always been cultivated be- 
tween him and the neighbouring powers were im- 
puted to intrigues with the enemies of the Carna- 
tic. The Nabob was incenfed that the Polligars, 
whom he had fo lately expelled, Ihould find an 
af) lum in Tanjore ; the garrifon at Vellum not 
having been provided for in the late treaty, were 
not fufficiently fupplied with provifions ; the Col- 
lerics, who live on the frontiers of his country, had 
feized Ibmc cattle from the province of Trichinor 
poly ; a trifling debt which he owed the Company 
for paddy had not been difeharged, and he was in 
arrears to the Nabob. Thefewere the mighty rca- 
fons which decided the fate of the Rajah. He 
faw the ftorm that gathered around him. He knew 
the Nabob to be inexorable, and that the whole 
ilrength of the Company would be exerted to fub- 
llviniiatc his moff inordinate demands. He was in 
the condition of a perfon {Iniggling for life, where 
every other idea is abforbed in that of felf-prefer- 
^'atio^. The only powers who could afford him 
adequate feenrity from the impending danger, wc«e 
Hydcr Ally and the Marrattos. With both he en- 
dcMvoiired to procure fitcli afliftance as the exigen- 
ces of his fituation required. But he was certainly 
not chargeable with treachery, or a juft objoX of 
hoftility or deftruflion, becaufc impelled in this 
manner to an equivocal conduX, adopted or avoid- 
ed upon the inftant, to prevent his ruin. 


The 
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The Nabob, pcrfeftly acquainted with the mode 
of fecuring the co-operation of the Company's 
forces, ealily prevailed with the Prefidency to ap- 
point a fecond expedition againft Tanjore with a 
large army. Without fixing any precife terms fot 
the Cpmpany, they engaged to place the fort„ 
when taken, in his bands, with whatever Itores or 
cfFc 61 s it might contain. But in cafe it fiiould be 
captured by ftorm, the plunder was to be the pro-^ 
perty of the troops. The Rajah was not to be at- 
tacked unprepared. Though neither Ilyder Ally 
nor the Marrattos would take an a6live part in the 
conqued, he found means to muftcr twenty thou- 
fand men, whom he armed in his caufe. Thefe 
were commanded by the aged, but faithful and 
brave Monajec. Both Danes and Dutch are faid to 
have fccretly afiiRcd him with men, money and 
ftores. Our troops entered his territories in the 
beginning of Augult, 1773. On the fixth of the 
fame month, a fkirmifli happened between a party 
of the Nabob's cavalry and the enemy, in which 
the former had the advantage. The detail of the 
fiege contained nothing very important or pecu- 
liar. On the twentieth, ground was broken before 
the place ; the twenty-fevcnih, our batteries were 
opened, but a praflicablc breach was not effeflod 
before the feventeenth of September, when the 
fort was rather furprifed * than ftormed, at iioon^ 
under a mod intenfe heat, and while the garrilbn 
were at vifluals in their own houfes. The’ Rajah 
gind his family, with Monajee and his foiis, were 

made 
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TYiade prifoners ; and the Nabob, having agreed to 
fttisfy the army, the place was not plundered. 

The news of this conquefl were received in 
England with univerfal reprobation and difguft — 
It is hard to fay which were moft feverely crimi- 
nated, the intrigues of the Nabob, or the tepierity 
of the council. The meafure was confidered as 
repugnant to the policy of the Company, and to the 
Ipirit of thofe orders which their fervants were in 
the habit of receiving from the Dire£lors. The 
only remedy which could be applied under thefc 
circumftances, was the immediate reftoration of 
the Rajah. And the great difficulty to be refolvetj 
was, how this refolution could be executed. — 
Their fervants on the fpot, whofe feals were fet to 
the outrage which it was deemed fo necelfary to 
redrefs, could not be entrufted with the carrying 
into effeft a plan fo obvioufly intended to. fix a 
ftigma on their former conduft. The many emi- 
nent and important fervices which the Company 
owed to Lord Pigot, while lall governor of Ma- 
dras, fuggefted the idea of fending him out a-new 
with full powers for accomplifhing the views of this 
delicate and arduous commiffion. He was in high 
eflimation for his civil adminiftration, his military 
exertions, and his private charaftcr. From his 
appearance as governor and prefident of Madras, 
where he had acquired the moft general and well- 
grounded refpefl, very fanguinc expeflations wxrc 
entertained. The Nabob, however, not a little 
anxious to defeat the intentions of the DircSors, 
borrowed prodigious fums of money from the mem- 
bers 
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bcrsofthe prefidency, and others whofe influence 
he thought worthy of purchafe. A profufion of 
corruption not only took place in Madras^ but is 
faid to have extended to England, where an inun* 
dation of artful apologies for his conduft, replete 
with the moft pointed inveftives againft the king of 
Tanjore, deluged, at lead for Pome time, the pub- 
lic attention. It was about the latter end of 1775, 
that the noble Governor arrived at Fort Saint 
George. He announced to the Nabob ofArcot 
the contents of^ his commiflion, as foon as the va- 
rious formalities cfTential to a legal aflbmption of 
government had taken place. The Nabob was not 
backward to maintain the ground in which he 
thought himfelf fecurcly entrenched. He infilled 
on his claim to the country, by all the laws of In- 
dia, and his treaties with the Company. His 
reprefentations were without effeft. Lord Pigot 
thought it his indifpenfible duty to fee the orders 
of his conftituents literally fulfilled. This he ef- 
fe£lcd early in the Spring of 1776. The difpiites 
that followed were peculiarly violent, obllinatc and 
perfonal. Every fubPequent regulation he propo- 
fed, met, from feven members of the council, with 
an ardent and inveterate (;pporition. It is faid 
Tanjorc had been pledged to thefe men as a fecu- 
rity for the property which they had trulled in the 
Nabob’s hands. This, they apprehended, would 
be loft, on the reftoration of the Rajah; and they 
were not without fufpicion, that the debt itPelf 
would be found in no better predicaiucnt. And 
when they became intemperate, his Lordfhip did 
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not certainly preferve bis moderation. Their dif- 
fering fo widely from him in opinion, on grounds 
which llruck him at leaR as equivocal, the confe- 
qucnce he derived from tlic confidence of his em- 
ployers, the honourable manner in which the nie- 
tit of his former conduft had been acknowledged, 
and the necclTuy he conceived himfelf under, (jf 
lofmg no time in realizing the arrangements pre- 
Icrihed oy the Direflors, added to the natural fe- 
verity of a carriage by no means conciliating, 
precipitated him in mcafines which it is impof- 
fihle to jullify. He advifed Medrs. Stratton and 
Brook, that as he had fome thing to propofe in 
council which concerned them pcrfonally, it would 
he decent for them to witlKiraw. d'hey implicitly 
/omplied with his rc cpiclt, and were inftantly fuf- 
pcndc'd by his calling \ote. Sir Robert Flecher, 
commander in chief, was at the fame lime, and 
on the lame account, laid under arrcQ. 

This arbitrary condutl in the Governor v;as ea- 
gerly adopted by the fccluded members as a pre- 
cedent lor jullify ing the ilep they had meditated, 
rhey inllanily determined to fecure the perlon of 
the prebdentj and clfocl fuch a revolution in the 
fettlcment, as Ihould put the power entirely into 
I heir own hands. Colonel Stuart had of courfe 
.Succeeded to the command of the forces. Any 
\ iolcnce ollercd to his LordHiip within the piccintU 
of the fort, would fuhjcfl the aHors to the penalty 
of tiic muiinv-atl. From this fituation, however, 
he was artfully inveigled, in confc(juencc of repof- 
7ng an inmhcit iruil in dxc fidelity and friendlhip 

of 
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of the commaiider in chief. This gcntlcjnan paA 
fed feverai hours in the morning with Lord Pigol,, 
on terms of tlic moll unrclcrvcd and cordial iiui- 
inacy. He prevailed on the Governor to fleep lor 
that night at the villa where he generally retired in 
the evening. The Colonel invited himlelf to a 
feat in his Lordlliip's carriage. They were fcarcc 
half a mile from the fort, when Colonel Kdington 
rode up, waved his naked I'word over the horfe^ 
heads, and called out, ^ipcy^ ! Captain Tylaught 
at the head ot a party, inllantly rulhed to the door 
of the chaife, and piefenting a pillol, told his. 
Lordlhip that he was his priloner. Colonel Stuaxt^ 
having no longer occalion lor dilgiiilc, tore oil the 
malk, and leizing his Lordfliip rudely by the arm, 
hid him Get out. rhey precipitated him into a car- 
nage that waited for the purpofe, hurricxi him to^ 
the Mount, and delivcied him into the cnfhxly of 
Major Horne, the commanding olhcer there, with 
a declaration, that, if a rcfciie was attempted, liis 
Lordfhip's life Ihould anlwci for it. 

The circum (lances to which his Lordlliip was^ 
reduced by thcic violent proceedings ' ere now pe- 
rilous in the extreme. His friends were Icattcrcd, 
over-awed, and kept at a ddlance. The ftrength 
of the guards placed about him, the (Iritlnefs of 
his conhnemeiit, and the menacing orders under 
which he was committed, were calculated to im- 
prefs him with an apprehenlion of the moll fatal 
confcqucnces. His chief rdoiiicc in this melan- 
choly fituation was in the firmnefs of his own mind, 
which, in one inllance at lead was probably tl\c 

means 
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in^ans oF preferving his life. One night hfc wsfs 
fuddfenly awaked by the arrival of an officer with 
a party of horfe, who brought a peremptory order 
for his removal, without fpecifying whether he was 
to be carried, or how accommodated. His Lord- 
ftwp addreffed himfelf briefly to the foldiers. He 
defired them to recolleft who he was, the fervices 
he had formerly executed, the honours he had ho- 
ncftly acquired, and the condition to which, with- 
out indiflment or trial, he was now reduced. He 
called upon them as men, as Chrillians, as Britons, 
or even as foldiers, whether they could bear to fee 
him dragged away to be murdered ^ fo bafe, fo 
cowardly, fo inhuman a manner. He declared, 
at the fame time, and with a manlinefs that (hook 
the moll refolute of the aflaffins, that they might 
now do their worft, kill him, or tear him to pieces. 
Thefc were afls which he could not prevent, but 
they were to be done upon the fpot, from which 
he was determined they fliould not take him 
alive. 

The majority, in confequence of this manceuvre, 
aflumed, under a courfe of legal forms, all the 
powers of government. They arraigned the con- 
duft of his Lordfliip in terms of peculiar afperity, 
and vindicated their own as a duty to which they 
had been impelled by neceffity. They alledged 
that he had trampled on the moft material of the 
Company's byedaws, and, by a non-compliance 
with feme fpecific claufes of the regulating aft, 
had forfeited all right to prefide in council. The 
principal leader in the confpiracy was confequcntly 

appointed 
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appointed his fucceflbr in the government. The 
very meafure for which they blamed him moft was 
the firft they adopted. His friends were violently 
expelled from their feat in the council. Both par- 
ties fent expreffes to England, the one to arraign, 
the other to juftify, what had happened. 

To this outrageous and unexpefted revolution, 
the members compofing the fupreme government of 
Bengal gave their unequivocal approbation. — 
However their opinions clafhed in other particu- 
lars, they united in fupporting the conduft of the 
majority. It was ftnpoflible, indeed, for thefe 
gentlemen to aft otherwife. The eagernefs of the 
governor-general to avow fo decided an opinion in 
favour of the ufurpers, it was probably expefted, 
would operate as a pledge or guarrantce, in oppo- 
fition to the apprehcnlion, that he might be tempted 
to extricate bimfelf from the embarralfments under 
which he laboured, by a limilar expedient. It 
wap at the fame time the inicrefl of tbofe who con*, 
ilituted a majority of that board, to fupport a pre- 
cedent w^hich not only juftified their-ftrenuous op- 
pofition to the chair, but fet them an example of 
afting with vigour and fpirit in the lad extremity. 

The Major's court in Madras difplayed a fpirit 
and coolncfs on this emergency, which certainly 
did the members of it peculiar honour, and was 
not expefted. Mr. Turing, who was then fnajo^*, 
owes but little to his education or his parentage.***- 
His father was a Scotfman, and lived and died in 
the humble occupation of a barber in London.— 
It was the oddity of the father t^at difpofed Sir 

Charles 
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Ch^irles Rftyraond to procure for the fon the ap- 
pointment of a writer in the Compatiy'# fervice. 
He rofe through a variety of the fubordinate (lages 
in the civil eOabliUiment, until it was hu turn to 
prefide in this court. He openly and Readily re- 
probated the violence of the fuccefsful party. The 
far greater part of ihc Britifh inhabitants were of 
the fame opinion. The injury done to the inte- 
reft of the Company, in the outrage of Lord Pi- 
got^ was in {^ti regarded every where with the 
moft general and ferknis condcmnatioii. 

The Company at home entered on the difeuflion 
of the fubjefl without lofs of time. The friends^ 
of the different parties crouded to the fccne of al- 
tercation. The conteft was fupported with warmth 
and vigour on both fides. After ihe matter, how- 
ever, had been long and ably argued in the court 
of Dirctlors ; it was finally fubmitted to the dcci- 
fion of the proprietors at large, who in genejal 
eouit, March 26, 1777, agreed upon a refoiution, 
which was alfo confirmed, on a ballot, by a great 
majority, recommending to the court of Diretlors 
to take the moft effetfual meafures for reftoring 
Lord Pigoi to tlie full exercife of the powers vefted 
in him by the Company, as governor and prefi- 
dent of the fettlement of Madras ; and for enquir- 
ing into the conduH of the principal aftors in hb 
unpnfonment, and in difpofTeffing him oftbeexer- 
cife of the legal powers where wdth he was invefted. 

The refult of this important decilion was, that 
the court of Direftors adopted the refblutibn of ' 
reftoring his Lordibip to the full exercife of the 

office 
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t)fficc and powers from which he had been thus 
violently degraded. His four friends, who were 
ejefted from the council, the court alfo rcinllatcd. 
The ufurpers were at the fame time fufpended. A 
new government was nominated, in which Mr. Rum- 
bold was appointed feCond in council, and of eburfe 
to fucceed Lord Pigot in the chair. Nor did the 
condu£l of Lord Pigot pafs without ccofure. 

Thofe refolutions, though calculated to compro- 
inifc the difpute, only produced new animofrty. — 
Miniilcrial influence, Mahomedan intrigues, and 
the friends of the majority, at fall carried the point 
fo far againfl the friends of Lord Pigot, as under 
an appearance of accommodating the difference 
fubfifting between them, to procure a ballot in fa- 
vour of a motion for ordering all the parties cog- 
nizable by the laws of England home to take their 
trial. Such a flrange andfudden revolution in the 
orders of the Company, was ferioufly affonifhihg 
to every one not thoroughly initiated in t):e niyfte- 
rics of their politics. 

Governor Johnffone, however, the avowed friend 
of his Lordfhip, forthwith brought the queflion be- 
fore a higher iribun«l. He moved the Hoiifc of 
Commons for feveral refolutions, which v/cr.t to 
a ftrong approbation of Lord Pigoi’s coriducl as 
governor, a confirmation of all thofe kre ads of 
the Company, which had either pafled in his fa- 
vour, or condemned the condud of the majority 
who depofed him, and a formal rcv<’cauon of tlie 
rcfolutioii for his recal. 

O The 
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. The Nabob of Arcot has geinerally been confix 
dered as having a principal (hare in thefe turbu- 
lent niovements. A " parliamentary inveAigation 
bared the iniquitous plot> and dcmonflrated^ in a 
fatis(a£lory manner, that the council of Madras, 
his Majefty's miniders, and the whole machinery 
of the Britifli government, were under the fecret 
controul of this Tartar Prince *. The Houfe waa 
fully in pofTeflion erf th<^ fubjeft, by the prefence 
of the parties moft deeply concerned in the dif- 
cudion, and the perfons whofe talents, fituation, 
und induftry, afforded the beft information. The 
feveral arguments for and againft the motion, which 
had been broached in the court of Directors, and 
by the proprietors at large, were confequently 
urged and refuted, with all the eloquence of the 
Britifh fenate. 

The gentlemen who oppofed the motion arraign- 
ed the arbitrary government of Lord Pigot, in 
the moft unqualified terms. They alledged that 
his confinement was the unavoidable refult of a 
violence, which, on his part, threatened an im- 
mediate fubverfion of all legal authority ; that in 
circumftanccs when accufations of fingular delin- 
quency were made on all fides, and the leading 
evidences of fa£b depended on the prefence of the 
parties, h was proper and equitable, that all of 
diem fhould be in England, where only a juj^ and 
impartial enquiry into their conduft was prs^- 
cable ; that reinftating the late government wotifd 

♦ Dcbrct’# Parliamentary Regifter, including tha Debate 
of May 42 , 1777, 

operate 
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dperdte in the Company's fettlements as ah appro- 
bation of his Lordfbip's outrages, and leave all 
their faithful fervants, who Jiad rilked fo much in 
promoting their fervice at the mercy of their inve- 
terate enemy. And with all' tiie virtues afcrihed 
to his Lordihip, while the individuals who had 
been mod a^ive* in his overthrow wer(j within his 
reach, and he had power to punifli them, who 
would anfwer for the confequences. The prefi- 
dency appeared to thefn, in its prefent date of dif- 
fenlion and didrafiion, to hstve altogether difqua- 
lihcd itfclf for managing the Company's affairs.--^ 
Every fpecies of evil which negligence, the blind- 
nefs of paflion, the obftinaey of prejudice, or the 
impetuofity of party rage, were capable of produ- 
cing, might therefore be expefted. To cominne 
the council, thus circumdanced, was to ba7.ard every 
thing valuable on that edablidiment ; and matters 
of ilie lad importance to the Britilh intered, in 
ihcfc parts, ought not, in dieir opinion, to be in 
trud with men (b violently agitated by a perfonal 
druggie for power. They treated the dangerous 
Influence attributed to the NaI>ob as chimerical 
and abfurd. They deferibed him as in a date of 
the mod abjeft dependence, without either force 
to controul, or wealth to undermine. And they 
boldly and vehemently declared, that all the alle- 
gations concerning his intrigues and bribery, whe- 
ther in India or England, were equally unfounded, 
and originated only in the idle coiijctrfure, or ma- 
licious fuggedions of thofe who wifhed to injure hi< 
O 2 intered. 
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intercft, or were utterly unacquainted with his 
charaftcr or circumftances. 

The reply to thefe arguments was not lefs fpirit- 
ed or explicit. The genius of a Burke, a Fox, 
and a Johnftone, was never exerted, or (truck the 
houfe with greater (plendour or more irrefiftible 
energy. The whole proceedings which led to the 
prefent anarchy in the Prefidency of Madras were 
Hated with force and precidon, and the delegated 
authority under which the Company’s (ervants aft- 
ed, was liberally and impartially dii'cuffcd. Gover- 
nor Johriftonc opened the buiinefs, in a fpedch of 
above two hours, in which he detailed the tranfac- 
lions of the Carnatic and Tanjore with his ufual 
ability, and every appearance of liberal and au- 
thentic information. Fie juflihed Lord Pigot, by 
fuch a (latcment of faBs as could not be contra- 
diBcd. Flis Lordfliip, he averred, had committed 
no violence, which, as an honefi: man who wifhed 
to fulfil his engagements, he could avoid. He 
cenfured the motions of Sir H. Macworth in the 
India-houfe for the recal of his Lordfhip, as con- 
founding the innocent with the guilty, and form- 
ing a barefaced apology for the grolVefl uiurpafion. 
And he thought the intrigues of the Nabob, even 
in this country, to be too palpable and operative, 
to be either overlooked or denied. The gentle- 
man who fccondcd the motion, fcrupled not to 
affirm, that the council who had affumed the power 
of the Prefidency received for their exertions from 
the Nabob, the enormous bribe of eight hundred 
tljoufand pounds, in mortgages on the Tanjore 

country. 
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country. The tone of the debate was equally fup- 
ported by the fpealters who followed. The refo- 
lutions in which the argument originated were expo- 
fed with infinite wit and ridicule to the contempt and 
derifion of the houfe. They were contradiftory, 
and imprafticable. They preferibed an equal pu- 
niflimertt for thofe who did and thofe who did not 
their duty, for thofe who had proved faithful to, 
their triid, and thofe who had proved treacherous, 
and they involved principles of retribution which 
cxifted in no other part of the world. They affert- 
ed, that Government here had adually been bought 
to vindicate by its fanftion the iniquitous caufe of 
a fa^lioii there. In this manner a combination 
among the Proprietors was formed, and influenced 
by motives of immediate convenience, to endan- 
ger their own intcreft in the Company. The ho- 
nour of a tried and able fervant, and the rights of 
a faithful ally, were, as they apprehended, grofsly 
and wantonly facrificed. To accompli/h this un- 
worthy purpofe, the rcniotefl dock-yards had been 
recently flript of their inhabitants, and all the va- 
rious departments of date in every corner of the 
kingdom evacuated to carry a qucllion in the In- 
dia-Houfe. All this, and every other mifehief 
that had lately happened, or might liill be appre- 
hended, on tlic coaft of Coromanad, they roundly 
attributed to the mcafurc which had been adopted 
of fending plenipotentiaries to negotiate treadcs 
with the country powers, independent of the Com- 
pany, and in dired violation of her chartered rights. 
I'hcy forefaw the interpofition of miniflry in Lca- 
‘ O 3 denhall 
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denliall and In^a had hitherto been equally ruin- 
QUJ, and would ultimately prove fatal. What they 
cptdd not dp here was generally effefted on the 
fpot. The Direftors were ciphers the moment 
they differed from his Majefty’s minifters, and their 
prder$, without the approbation of Government, 
only .proved in India words without meaning. — 
The Company had no longer any authority over 
its own fervants. Seperate interefts were formed 
and faftions ellabliflied, in all its fettlements and 
dependencies, and its former influence and refpec- 
tability with the powers of the empire were np 
piore. There was not a principle urged in behalf 
pf this fecal which might not warrant the recal of 
all the governors and councils^ with eycry other 
defeription of men with whom the civil or crijni- 
nal adminiftration was lodged, in our fettlements 
or colonies in every part of the world. The pre- 
tence of faBion would always be at hand to juftify 
every outrage. It was by the operations of this 
powerful and dangerous engine, a popular credu- 
lity, that tyranny became gigantic, monftrous, and 
dctcflable f The Nabob could not wdh for a me- 
thod better calculated to gratify the moft fanguinc 
inclination of his nature. It had no other tenden- 
cy than to ellablifh that independence which he fo 
anxioufly defircd. Whenever any pf his defigns 
^ere controverted, he could be at no lofs how to 
procure a majority of the council. His treafur^s 
would operate on all future emergencies as it had 
flone on this, and the Company would find it diffi- 
cult to prevent the recal of any fervant, however 
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worthy, popular or able, when hardy enough to 
undertake their orders with upright intentions. 

The queftion being at laft put, at one o'clock in 
the morning, [May 22, 1777,] the motion of Go- 
vernor Johnftone was rcjefted, by a majority of 
twenty-three. All the exertions of his friends, 
however, had they been crowned with fuccefs, 
were now too late. For, after being in confine- 
ment for a period of near nine months, harrafled 
by the difficulties of a moft critical fituation, agi- 
tated by the workings of various paffions excited 
by the extraordinary circumftances in which he was 
involved, and labouring under the preffiire which 
he felt from the gloomy afpeft which the Compa« 
ny's affairs every where exhibited, he died on the 
18th of May, 1777, probably of a broken heart. 
His brother. Admiral Pigot, moved and carried 
next year, fome time in April*, in the Houfe of 
Commons, for an addrefs, ** praying his Majcfty, 
** that he would be gracioufly pleafed to give di- 
regions to his Attorney-General to profccutc 
George Stratton, Henry Brooke, Charles Flo- 
yer, and George Mackay, Efquires, for order- 
** ing their Governor and Commander in chief, 
** George Lord Pigot, to be arretted and confined 
“ under a military force, they being returned to 
England, and now within the juril'diclion of his 
Majcfty 's courts of Weftminfter-Hall." 

It came out in evidence, before the bar of the 
Houfe, on this occafion, that George Dawfon, 

♦ Deb]«t's Parliamentary Rcgiftcr of this date. 
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JEfq; who was a member of council during the heat 
of the conteft, was pofitively offered by the Na- 
bob's fon no lefs a fum than forty thoufand pounds, 
only for (laying away one particular day, on which 
a queftion of confequencc, relative to Tanjore, 
was to be agitated. It was certainly not unnatural 
for the friends, at le^fl, of Lord Pigot, to preftime 
from a fact thus fpecific, flagrant and authentic, that 
thofe applications could hardly be confined folely 
to Mr. Daw fon. 

In ftating an impartial eftimate of this important 
tranfaftion, however, certain allowances ought no 
doubt to be made, for the joint influence of fitua- 
tion and emergency ; the fympathy which it is fo 
natural to feel for the weakell, who in every feri- 
ous druggie mud always be the differing party ; 
the general operation of his Lordfliip’s high cha^ 
rafter in his favour, the obvious prepollcffions un- 
der which he was inveded with the government of 
the prcfidency, the prior obloquy, whether juft or 
not, which refted on the condu6l of the Company's 
fervants, and that unavoidable crimination with 
which wc inllinftively conneft the violence of the 
exertion with the intcreft and magnitude of the 
ohjeft. 

Whatever maybe faidof bis Lordfliip's abilities, 
great reverence and admiration are certainly due 
to the memory of his virtues. His former govern- 
inciu in India was at lead refpcftablc. It exhi- 
bited both fagacity and vigour of enterprize. The 
diuation in which he died gives the lie to all the 
furmifes of a Bcnfield and others, who fought, for 

their 
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their profligate oppofition to his government, an 
excufe in his -want of integrity. For he withftood 
a temptation of fix hundred thoufand pounds, to 
forbear only for a ftiort given time canyi^^, rhe 
orders of his conftituents into effeft. And it is no 
contemptible proof how far he was fuperior to that 
general and fafliionable corruption which then pre- 
dominated, that his houfes and effefts in India 
were all fold to difeharge the debts he had there 
contrafted. Various opinions, it is probable, may 
long be entertained, concerning the mode which 
he ought to have preferred in managing a refrac- 
tory majority of council ; but his error can never 
juftify the outrage to which his perfon and govern- 
ment were fubjcfled, by thofe who de poled and 
imprifoned him. And it will be remembered, 
when all the fophiftry by which the truth has been 
fo much obfeured and difguil’cd is forgotten, that 
his opprefibrs were foleninly pronounced guilty by 
a jury of their countrymen. 
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Tkc Rigdating ASl~InJlUutim of the Supreme Coun^ 

. — Charaficr of its Members — Pojbire of Affairs 

cn the Continent f India — Government of the Ma- 
jority — They cerfure the Syjtem of the former Admi- 
nijlration — Condemn the Rohilla war^ which Mr. 
Haftings defends^ and withholds his Correfpondenu 
with the Refident — The Troops recalled from that 
Expedition — Treatment of the Great Mogdr-^pe- 
radons (f the Army — The Governor -General charged 
with corrupt PraElices before the Board — Death of 
Sujah ul Dowlah — The Story of Nwncomar~EffeH$ 
if thefe Alterations in England. 

^Th E politics of the Eaft-India Company are fo 
£xtenfive and complicated in their operations, ^nd 
fo generally deftruflive in thejr effefls, that Indof- 
tan perhaps is the only country in the world where 
they could have commanded the leaft profperity. 
Independent of enormous charges habitually incur- 
red by an endlefs feries of expenfive and import- 
ant eftablifliments in every department of Hate, 
the refources of this great and opulent empire arc 
loaded*with that vaft and permanent commercial 
faftem, which is the ultimate and oftenfible objeft 
of the whole arrangement. The fafety, the hap- 
pinefs, and the profperity of the fubjefl, which 
ought to be the principal apd invariable concern 

of 
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of. Government, are loft in a perpetual folicuude 
to increafe the treafure of tkc Company, to fur- 
nifc their annual inveftmenu, to fupply their ex- 
penditure, and to accumulaite the fortunes of indi- 
viduals » 

It is a fundamental maxim in the beft reigulated 
fyftem of finance, to aflefs the public in propor- 
tion only to its real exigence, and to apply with a 
ponfcientious exa^nefs whatever furplus may re- 
main to meliorate thefe afTeflments. In the Go- 
vernment of the Company, however, this princi- 
ple is impraQicable. Thofe trading potentates 
have a perfonal and private intereft at home, to 
which their poffeffions and dominions abroad are 
merely fubfervient. And all the ravages and mer^ 
cilefs dcvallations which fo invariably charaftcrize 
the Britilh conquefts and authority in India, bave 
certainly originated in a fettled predileftion for 
this interell. The refources of the country are 
confequently exhaufted to fupply a conllant expor- 
tation of its wealth, for which it has no return; to 
enrich individuals, who referve their expenditure 
for another climate ; and to anfwer the exigences 
of a fyftem from which it derives no adequate be- 
nefit. Here the prodigious deficiencies in the ag- 
gregate produce of territory and commerce, which 
often fall upon the Company's affairs with fuch a 
prcfliirc as threatens their extin£iion, invariably 
arife : this accounts for all the various and frequent ; 
erabarafliaaents into which they are plunged both in 
India and England. A vein is thus opened, or ra- 
ther a veflfl burft, in the body politic, by which 

the 
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the vital fountain which feeds the current of its 
health and vigour is fuddenly and fenfibly diminifli- 
cd. This incenantandincreafingdrain, by which the 
exuberance of the caft has rufhed like a floods for 
above half a century, upon alnioft every nation in 
Europe, could not have been at any time fupplied 
by ordinary means. In fa6I, a ftandard of acqui- 
filion was early cddbiifhcd in that country, on prin- 
ciples of violence and venality, which it has been 
the uniform ambition of all fnccccding adventur- 
ers to equal, and in many inftances to furpafs. — 
The only fyltem of buying and felling eftablifhed 
by the fervants of the Company, efpecially fince 
their affumption of fovereigniy in Bengal, has been 
to feizc by force what goods they plcafe, and at 
their own price, and by the fame means to difpofc 
of them. 

Thcfe requifitions, accompanied by an authority 
that was omnipotent, were anfwcred for fome time 
with punttuality. And the difburfemejus of that 
tranfitory period did not exceed the profits of the 
Company. When once thole, however, who had 
lands, were wantonly deprived of them, when there 
remained no more money to be extorted; when 
the manufadurcs of the mechanic were torn from 
his loom ; when the farmer, and even the Ryot, 
were robbed of their rice ; and when the Zimin- 
dar, no4ongcr able or willing to proftitutc the ho- 
nour of his family, or the riches of his anceftors, 
for the private purcliafc of protection, fell a facri- 
licc to rapacity, this enormous flux of wealth ob- 
vioufiy dccrcall'd. liritifli adventurers, at ^he 

head 
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licsid of armies, though ardent and indefatigable in 
their duty of exploring and plundering a defence- 
Icfs people, were fatisfied, after a ferics of the moll 
fhocking experiments, to admit the humiliating 
maxim, that the only permanent and folid refour- 
ces of a commercial country do not conlift in con- 
tributions raifed by military coercion, but in a fc- 
dulous cultivation of the foil, in the improvement 
of manufaSure, in the indullry, the population, 
the general and domeftic felicity of its inhabitants. 
Revenues, fupplied by means exterior to thefe, 
mud be as precarious in their nature, as they arc 
flagitious in the acqiiifltion. And it is not more 
abfurd to expeft life without fuflenance, or ftrength 
without health, than that a government, in the 
common operations of which there is neither ho- 
nour nor humanity, fhould, for any length of 
time, be cither profperous or lading. 

The lituation of the Company, in 1772, dc- 
monftrates the truth of this obfervation. Their 
circumftances at that time were fo critical and 
equivocal, that they were univerfally deemed on 
the very eve of bankruptcy. The general afped 
of their affairs was every where alike gloomy and 
foreboding. Their government at home and abroad 
was equally witliout firmnefs and efficiency. Ve- 
nality, luxury, and inattention, had pervaded, re- 
laxed, and incrvaied every fpring in the fyiiem.-r 
The country was wafted and depopulated by extor- 
tion, by famine, and by cmigraiicn ; the army, ii\ 
various fituaiions, weie the vi^lims of ina&ivity, 
or the inftruments of outrage ; the txcafury was 

empty. 
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cmpt^i and tbe annual ftfpulation appropriated t6 
government unpaid. The preflure of thefc United 
difficulties was the more fenfibly felt by the Direc- 
tors, that the Bengal bills were now almoft due.->- 
They were impelled to make application to Mi- 
niftry, for new pecuniary aids, who referred them 
to the Bank of England. Nor was it without reluc- 
tance, that the Bank confented, after much delibc-» 
ration, to advance the loan of two hundred thou- 
fand pounds. 

All thefeinconveniencies had originated, as ufuat,^ 
in the flagrant mifmanagement of their fervamic 
This the Company determined to correal with all pof- 
fible expedition and efficiency, by tlte inftitution of 
an extraordinary commiffion for that purpofe. This 
appointment, fimilar to the plan of that which had 
gone out in the Aurora frigate, was confirmed inf 
a general court of Proprietors, and even ran8.ified 
by his Majefty's approbation. The Company, in 
the mean time, was reduced to the ncceffity of ap- 
plying to Parliament for a relief, in fomc degree 
adequate to their exigencies. They petitioned for 
a million and a half, at an intcreft of four per cent, 
with the liberty of repaying it by inflallmentrof not 
lefs than three hundred thoufand pounds, and pro- 
raifed that theirdividend fhould not be more than fix 
percent, until tbe debt was reduced onerhalf. Much 
hefitation was fhewn, and an interefting difcuffioii 
took place, when Parliament at laft agreed, from 
cbnfiderations cX necelfary policy and expediency, 
to grant an immediate fupply of one million four 
hundred thoufand pounds. An enquiry into the 
ftate. of the Company's affairs being appointed and 

carried 
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eatried on by a coiimiittce of thfe Hofufe, ii was as 
the fame time formally dated dnd btbtlght Mp in at 
report, that^ notWthftanding thefe difficultids, a 
confimiffian was aflually preparing and fothied^ oil 
principles of fuch exifavaganccj that the legiflaiufo 
Wonld be warranted in preventing Its execution; 

An idea fo juft in itfelf, thus ftafonably broach- 
ed, Was eagerly approved and adopted by the 
Honfe. A bill, framed to giveileffeQ, wisthere- 
fete ibtnediately brought in and paffed, thougb 
tW0 rhetdbera in the direftion eameftly pledged 
tlwmfelvesi diat the cothmiflion> which had pro^ 
ved fo obnexiws, (hould nbt take place until fuch 
progrefs wastAadfe in the prefent enquiry, as might 
appear do juftify the meafure. But this fecurity^ 
however tefpeftable in ftfclf, 6t folehmly pledged 
to the Houfe, was by nb means dceihed adequate^ 
as the court of Dire&ofS might at any time be cbA- 
trouled by a majority of the prbprieliy at large. 

Eatiy in 1773, it ^as alfo rcfblved, from mo- 
tives of indifputable prudence, according to fotiie, 
or moie probably to anfwer the views miniftc- 
rial intrigue, as otheft fhrewdly cbnjeQufed, to 
rcftfafttl the future dividends of the Gortipahy By 
fuch obvious encroachments df prerogative, the 
public ware alarmtd With the id^ that Govern- 
ment intended to feize the Company's property, 
aflfid iJefEroy their charter. The fhmiftcr, however, 
foon put an ehd to thefe tippfehenndns, at leaft 
for the time, by propofirtg t, that the territorial 

♦ Debret's Parliamentary Regiftcr of March # 3 , * 773 » 
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acquifitions (hould remain in the poffeflTion of the 
CuiTipany lix years longer. The public clamoured 
and the Company inveighed, and even petitioned 
the [iO'ife in oppofition to thefe proceedings, but. 
withoi.t cfTcd The fubjeft had occupied Parlia- 
nu 'll lor above two months, and deeply interelled 
tlic auention of the whole nation. Refolutions 
to Mil! Idl ’owing efleft were at length moved for by 
nnniiic^ *, and made the foundation of a bill 
f«- efiablifliing certain regulations for the better 
li ii'igcincnt of the affairs of the Eaft-India Coni- 
p-'.iV, both in India and England. That the elec- 
tion of Dircclors fliould be put upon a new foot- 
ing ; tliat the right of voting fhould be taken from 
every proprietor not poffcflcd of a thoufand pounds 
ftock , that a fupreme court of judicature fhould 
be inftitutod for India ; that the judges in this 
cftabhlhinent fhould be nominated by the Crown, 
and that a ruperiority fliould be given to the Pre- 
fiticncyof Bengal over all the other prcfidcncics 
in India. 

The objeft of this famous rcgulating-aO, which, 
after a world of altercation in both Houfes of Par- 
liament, obtained the fantfion of the Legiflature, 
was a total revolution in the whole fyftein of the 
Company’s government. The Court of Direftora 
was to derive additional force fiom the annihila- 
tion of thofe fattions, wdth the creation of which, 
that of the proprietry was chargeable. Provifion 
was made for fecuring an impartial adminiftration 

♦ Dcbrci’s Parliamentary Rcglflcr, May 3. 
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^ juftico among the natives, under the govern- 
ment of the Company's fervants in India; an<K — 
thus a bar of apparent efficacy was raifed and efta^ 
blifhed againfl the tyranny and opprcffion excrci- 
fed by Britifii fubjefts refident in that country, and 
afting under the delegated authority of their maf- 
tcrs. A general fuperintending council was at the 
fame time conftituted, and invelled with fupremc 
controuling powers. The obvious view of the le- 
giflature in this part of the new fyftem, was to 
unite and confolidate the ftrength of the Com- 
pany, that, on emergencies of common danger, the 
co-operation of all the fettlcmcnts might be at- 
tended with that uniformity which is neccfikry to 
give it cffea:. So that, in all the Company's con- 
iieaion with foreign ftatcs, and thofe tranfaaions 
efpccially which relate to peace and war, flic is 
henceforth to be viewed as wielding the feeptre of 
one vaft and cxtenfivc empire, the principal mem- 
bers of which, however remote in point of local . 
fitnation, arc aM dependent on the fame head.-— 

Nor was it the leaft interefting feature in the mea- 
fure, that the fervants of the crown wei^e introdu- 
ced to a fhare in the management of the Com- 
pany's affairs, which were now fo blended or in- 
volved with ihofc of the public, that it was pre- 
fumed the latter could not be properly and faith- 
ftilly adminrftered, without a fcdulous attention to 
the former. His Majefty's miniflers were there- 
fore made partakers of the Company's patronage, 
and in fomc degree rcfponfiblc for the charafters 
and capacities of the perfons employed in thatiitua- 
P lion. 
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(ion. And it was ordered in the aQ, tliat every 
thing irf the Company's correfpondence from In- 
dia, which related to civil or military affairs, 
ihould, within fourteen days after the receipt of it 
in England, be laid before the fecretary of ftate; 
and matters more immediately connctled with the 
revenue, were dircflcd by the fame authority to be 
inr[)etlcd by the commiflioners of the treafury. 

. Mr. Haftings was appointed governor-general ; 
General Clavering, Colonel Manfon, Mr. Bar- 
well, and Mr. Francis, coimfcllors. The term of 
liolding thefe important offices was limited to five 
years, from their arrival in Bengal, and affuming 
the government. Nor were they rcmoveable, ex- 
cept by the King, upon a reprefentation from the 
Direftors. The fu ll liiuation, in cafe of a vacan- 
cy, was to be filled by the next in rank, and the 
place of counfcllor fupplied by the Dirc6lors, with 
confent of his Majchy, under his fign manual, 
daring the full five years. The eftabJifhmcnt of a 
board of trade, and the regulation of fuch particu- 
hirs as were made the fpccific objcQs of that jurif- 
diBion, formed alfo a material part of this aft. — 
It invehed the governor-general, and four coun- 
fellors, with the fame powers as were then, or had 
at any time been cxcrcifcd by the prefidcnt and 
council, or fclcft committee in the kingdom of 
Bengal, Bahar or OrilTa. The opinion of the ma- 
jority was in all cafes of difference to decide the 
(picRion, and ^v^^ere the number prefent fhould oa 
any account, or by any accident, be divided, the 
governor-general, or, in his abfence, the fenioc 

member* 
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rticmber, was to have ^ cafffhg voice. ^ It limited 
the exercife of their fupremacy over the other pre- 
fidencies, to the prerogative of declaring war, ma- 
king peace, or hegociating other treaties with In- 
dian princes. It enjoined obeidiencd to the orders of 
the Directors, and required the regular tranfrnilTion 
of advices within a limited time. Thefe the couit 
of Directors Was at the fame time required to lay 
before one of his MajeftyV principal fedretaries of 
flate. The governor-general and council, chief- 
juftice or member of the fupreme court of judica- 
ture, all colleflors, fupervifofs, and any of his’ 
Majefty s fubjefls employed in the colleflion of 
the revenues, were prohibited from carrying oh any 
dealings or trahfa£iions of traffic or conimerdc what- 
ever. And a efaufe againll feediving, direflly or in- 
dircdlly, any prefcht, giTt, dona'lion, gratuity of re- 
ward, pecuniary or otherwife, of any promife or 
engagement for them, extended to every perlbnr 
holding either civil of nlilitary office under the 
drown of the Company. 

Mr. Haftings was then governor, and Mr. Bar- 
well a member of the exifting council and prefi- 
dency of Bengal. The three other geiitl^nicn no- 
ihinate'd (d corhpletc the board, left Eriglahd in 
the month of April, [1774 ] Their authority was 
only to take cffc6t by the fifft of Auguft, in the 
fame year. Previous to tficif departure, the court 
of DireQors agreed upon a body of inftruflions for 
their fervants in their refpeClive fituisiuons, which 
were approved by counfcl, as legal, aiid confih- 
^nt with the provifions and fpirit of the aft. Thefe 
p 2 were 
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were addreffcd in th^ aggregate to the governor- 

general and council of Fort-William, 
o 

The advice which accompanied this great code 
of Britifh Icgiflation and jurifprudcnce to the banks 
of the Ganges, from the court of Direftors to the 
gentlemen invefted with this new delegation, was 
important and material. It inculcated the moft 
perfefl harmony among themfelves^. as of efifential 
and indifpenfiblc ncceffity to the welfare of the 
Company, and an honourable difeharge of the 
trull repofed in them. It prelfed the propriety 
and confequence of fixing their attention on the 
prefervation of tranquillity, through the whole In- 
dian empire, the proteftion of the Company's ter- 
ritories, and the improvement of their revenues^ 
And it direfted them in the cxercifc of their qon- 
troul over the other prcfidcncies, in queftions re- 
lating to peace and war, that they fliould carefully 
ftudy the interefis and probable connexions of the 
country powers with each other, with the Com- 
pany, and with other European nations; that they 
Ihould aim at nothing by other means, which- 
could be obtained by ncgociation ; that the gene- 
ral intcreft, in all its dependencies, fhould regulate 
the meafures of their government; but that, on no- 
confidcration, fliould they ever be tempted to lofe 
fight of the fafety and profperity of Bengal. A 
fhon hiflory of the fupreme government, under the. 
influence of a majority of the council, will abun- 
dantly juflify the forefight of the court, in fug- 
gcfling thefe falutary direflions. 


The 
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The new adminiftration did not take place until 
the latter end of October. It was compofcd of 
individuals not unqualified for occupying the im- 
portant iphcres to which they were called, with a 
capacity, an energy, and a dignity equal to the 
refponfibility conne 61 cd with the duty for which 
they ftood committed. The deep, fagacious, por 
netrating underfianding ; the cautious, wary, per- 
ievering temper; the daring, original, and entcr- 
prifing genius which have uniformly dittinguiflied 
the politics of the governor-general, fafhioned him 
with fingular propriety to fill the higheft depart- 
ment in a government which entrufied a few fo- 
reigners with the Lives and properties of millions. 
To a very high fenfe of honour, General Clave r- 
ing added uncommon delicacy in his difeernment 
of men and things. He connefted the fpirit and 
liberality of a gentleman with the confeientious dif- 
charge of his duty, and an inviolable predilcftion 
for the facred regards of right and wrong. His 
fenfibilities were probably too refined, and his mo- 
rality too Inflexible for the obliquities of Afialic 
politics. Thcfc qualities, in fucb a fituaiion, might 
operate as defers of charaflcr. A government, 
not cftabliflicd in principle, was unlikely to prof- 
per by the virtues of its members. Colonel Man- 
fon poflefied all the lioncfty, fimphcity, and difin- 
terelted complaifance of his profeffion. He had 
firmnefs without obftinacy ; and, with an affabi- 
lity fingularly amiable tind conciliating, a mind 
open to conviction, a found underftanding, and a 
warm heart; he maintained his opinions with flea- 
P 3 dinefs. 



' TRANSACTIONS IN INDIA. 


C14 

^inefs^ and avowed his attachments to the lail. 
Mr. Harwell, from long refidence on the fpot, great 
intercourfe with the natives, a turn for oblcrvation, 
and an intimate acquaintance with the manners 
and peculiarities of the country, ppffcfled fuch a 
valuable flock of local intelligence, as could not 
but afford him the rcadieft and cleared alTiftance 
in cafes of the greateft intricacy. Mr. Francis has 
a cool head, and a correft judgment. opinions 
arc formed with no common fliare of fhrewdnefs 
and prccifion. Endowed with a liberal education, 
accullomed to exercifes whi,ch required attention, 
fele6lion and digeflion, and pofTefEng habits of the 
mod indefatigable indudry, few men w^re better 
fitted for the arrangement, the detail, and the dif- 
patch of buOnefs. A minidry combining, exerting, 
and direfling fuch talents as thefe to one objetf, 
was equal to the management of the greated em- 
pire. They w'anted only fome grand prevailing 
infered to engroE, cement, and llimulate their re- 
fpeflive energies, and it was impolhblc but the wif- 
<lom of their mcafures, the harmony, the efficacy, 
and the promptitude of their operations, mud cn- 
furc thern fuccefs. 

The exprefs orders of the Dirctlors to Mr. Haf- 
tings, even while at the head of the former adnii- 
nidration, were, that no rank, daiipn, conneflion, 
or confideraiion whatcycr, (liould deter him from 
bringing every oppreffion to light, and every offen- 
der, nadve and European, to condign piiniffiment. 
'fh^fc, htiwcvcr, he conceived to be abfolutely ini- 
piaQicable, and cnjbraccd the fird opportunity of an- 
nouncing 
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nouiicing that conviftion to the Dire€lors, in very 
decided language. He refoived every fpecies of 
delinquency into the imbecility of the eftablifhed 
fyftem, and afferted the incompetcncy of their 
conftitution for the management of extenfive do- 
minions, under charters originally framed for the 
jurifdiftion of trading fcttlemcnts. Whether he did 
not choofe to encounter the obloquy which a clofc 
rctrofpeftion into the condu6l of other govern- 
ments might have occafioned. Whether he fuf- 
pe6lcd or forefaw the oppofition naturally to be 
expefted in carrying on fuch an invidious en- 
•quiry might overfet his government. Whe- 
ther the fentiments of private fricndfhip might 
not operate as infuperablc obftaclcs to the per- 
formance of public duty, or whether all thefe 
confiderations might not have their weight in 
determining his refolution on fo material a part of 
his office, it would be prefumption to affirm. But 
the conduct of his colleagues in office foon afforded 
him full and repeated opportunities of exemplifying, 
in his own defence, the truth of that impra61ica- 
bility, which he had fo firmly afferted. 

The introduBion of a new fyftem was a nicafufc 
which, in its own nature, implied a coni[>lctc con- 
demnation of the old. It would at Icall have ill 
become the Icgiflaturc to attempt a reformation 
where nothing was cither ufclcfs, defeflive, or im- 
proper. The members fent from home confidcrcd 
themfcives as bound by this conftriiBion of the 
a6l. The fpirit and tendency of former inftitu- 
tions had occafioned the powers with wdiich they 
P 4 were 
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were invefted. Their official exiftence, for that 
reafon, (lamped an indelible cenfure on the con- 
4 u 0 ; of their predeccflbrs. The charafter of Mr. 
Haflings, by the fan6lion of the Britiffi parliament, 
ptppeared on the face of the rev olution, an honour- 
able exception to the delinquencies in which it ori- 
ginated. I'o him w’as affigned the direflion of the 
new government. He poflefled the principal fitii- 
ation in the fervice pf hU employers. The legal 
prerogatives of his ftation were eminent and exten- 
five. He prefided in the council, he correfponded 
exclufivcly with the native princes in India, llis 
name gave validity and authenticity to every pub- 
lic deed. Thefe diftinflions were by no means 
calculated to leflen or depreciate his pcrfonal me- 
rits in the eyes of his colleagues. They went, in 
faft, to India with the ftrongefl: prepoffeffions in 
his favour. If their own pofitive and repeated dc- 
f:larations are entitled to belief, they did not en- 
tertain a doubt, but that the high reputation which 
he bore among his friends at home, was no more 
than due to his exertions abroad. And notwith- 
llanding the various furmifes which they acciden- 
tally heard in ihcir way to Bengal, and which threw 
fenne degree of lhadc on the flattering idea which 
they had previoufly formed of his politics, his abi- 
lities, and his virtues^ they were not withouj^ hopes 
tiiat he would anfwcr the purpofes of his appoint- 
ment to their faiisfaOion, as well as that of the 
public. 

The Governor-general, at thcfirfl mcctingof the 
pew government, [^Otl. 25, 1774] embraced, with 



!rRANSA,CTIONS IN INDIA> *,7 

great propriety, that occafion for explaining, efpe^ 
cially to the gentlemen fo recently arrived from Eu- 
rope, the prefent pofture of the Company's affairs, 
more particularly as connefled with the prefidcncy, 
the dominions, and the dependencies of Bengal. He 
laid before them the whole complicated and muUi^ 
farious fyfteTn of the revenne department. He dir 
re6led their attention to a brief detail of the various 
adjullments and operations, by which this intricate 
and laborious bufiners was managed and executed 
with efFc£L He pointed out a great number of new 
and n( c ffary regulations which, to anfwer the 
purpofes of accuracy, expedition, and order, the 
late adminiftration had introduced He ftated, at 
the fame time, in a very fpecious manner, and 
with his ufual corre6lnefs and perfpicuity, tlie 
moR material meafqres which the council had 
adopted and recorded, fince he had the honour of 
fitting m the chair. The Company's alliance with 
the Vizir of Oude, their treatment of the Emperor 
Shaw Allum, and the aHivc and oRenfible part 
which their troops had taken in reducing the Ro- 
hilla tribes, he conlidered as fb many circumftances 
pregnant with the moll fubflantial advantages to 
the Britifli inlercR in that part of the world. Nor 
did he overlook, in this official narrative or Rate- 
ment, the ftrength, the views, or the connexions 
of the neighbouring powers. He (hewed what we 
had rcafon either to hope or fear from the friend- 
fhip or enmity of the Marratto Rates. He traced 
the diffenfions of that powerful and warlike people 
through all their caufes, progrefs, and confe- 

qucnces^ 
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quences, and difcriminated the fpecific aim of that 
competition which continued, by the d meftic ani- 
mofities and internal convulfions it produced, to 
rcflrain the vigour of their government from all ex- 
terior exertion or cnterprizc. He exhibited the do- 
minions of Berar as peculiarly interefling to the 
Company, from their filiation and proximity (o 
thofe of l^engal. I hcfe too were deferibed as in- 
volving different interefb, from the peculiar con- 
nefiions, politiCvS, and principles of the chiefs who 
polleffed them. 'J’he movements of this mighty 
Hate, clpecially as being clofely united by blood 
to tlrat of the Marrattos, he conceived, ought to he 
narrowly and affiduoufly watched by the liiprcme 
government. And he concluded, with inlinuating 
the mod fauguine expectation, that by proper ma- 
nagement on the pan of the ('ompanv, no incon- 
fidcrablc advantages might accrue to them and to 
the BritiOi nation, from the general rel'ult of thofe 
arrangements wiiicli lie had thus fummarily de- 
tailed. 

The 

* To tlimildf’ fim part of the fuhj/^l, the whole nf the. 
Cnvernor -jf'ne} (il\ vnhute on that occajiou outfit to he in- 
/(•tted. / hove omitted the refncnces to on)\i>ud documents 
2/1 the va/ loos ojjh es^ as the fanner can he of no nje except 
io /u(h as ha: e an ( f (o the i.ifhr, 

“ All (be Members of tins Council bcimr now afTcmblcd, 
I C(MiIci to point out fome general plan for earn ing 

into e,\cnjtioii tiic regulations tb.c new h Ikni of g(j- 
vernnient, agreeably to the nillrnciions receiver! from the 
I ompanv; but upon an attentne review of tbc various 
fnbjc<Ms which occur, I find it ncc.eflaiv to felef> futh jiar- 
ticular parts of them as feoin to claim vourcarliell notice; 
relerving the icil for future confidcraiion, lo be taken up 

in 
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The gentlemen from England were ftruck with 
^pccnliar aftoniihment and concern by fome parts 

of 

)ii tlic order in which their refpeOive importance or parti- 
ailar exigences may point out. I lhall take the libertv to 
.-.ccompany every propohtion with a brief lelation of fuch 
iiicurnilances, and fuch pad tranfaOions, as have any re- 
lation to it, and arc ncccffary to be known, for the pur- 
pofe of forming your refolutions upon it. I mean not, 
pontlemcn, to preclude any other Member of the Council 
ti.iin offering any point for prefent deliberation, which, in 
iii!> judgment, may claim a prefeicnee in point of time, above 
tliolc which I may wifh to introduce. I only proj)ore this 
ircthod as tlie moft likely to facilitate the thrpatch of hu- 
(iiicls, which may be retarded by undertaking too many 
lubjeffs at the fame inOant. It will unavoidably take fume 
tune to arrange and perteH the new fvflcm of this admim- 
Ihdtion; m the mean while, the current aflairs will re- 
ijiure ) our daily afhllance to keep them in motion; and 
in both, I mean both in forming the new mode of govorn- 
iccnt, and conduHmg the daily biifinefs, you will tind it 
iiccellary to conlult the records of the former ad’.uni- 
llration, for the fake of due conneffion md < ('iifi ('"u-’y. 
i (lefiie alio to fhorten the time, and leffen the troir of 
Inch a fearcli among the voluminous hooks of conlultaiions, 
Ig' the mode projiufed, of laying before you a fiircmft 
^ lew of each fubjcfl, W'itli references to the conlultatn>ns 
loi the fucccflix e orders wbu h liave been iflued, ,m(l '(le 
-ulvices winch lia\e been ieeeive<l conccrniMg thent I 
think It my duty to add, and I think 1 may do if, withort 
pieluming too mucli upon the experience which I have 

<|nired in the affairs of this government, thai I (liall he 
at all times happ> to affifl any Member of the Council 
\uih mv communications upon any point upon wliicli he 
may delire to be fo informed. 

“ Profcfiions (;f zeal, and folicitude for the public good, 
are too commonly made ufe of to be received with implicit 
ciedii; but 1 feel mv own honour, and my own intcrefl, 
fo Ultimately blended with the fuccefsful ifluc of the mca- 
lures of this government, that I may w'ltli irulb, and with- 
out hazard of liaving my declaration fufpefted, afhnn, that 
i iuve not a 'vifh, even for myfclf, which has not the 
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of this intelligence. The fufpkions which the 
rumours they had heard in their way to India, and 

which 

good of the Company for its immediate objeff, and my 
own ultimately* as derived from if. I believe I may fafcly 
conclude the fame for the other gentlemen embarked \^ith 
me in this great undertaking ; and I have the moft tho- 
rough confidence an your dil'pofition to unite with me m 
the profecution of the Company's interelhs, while I, wth 
theiiridefl fincerity and cordiality fleclarc, that nothing on 
iny part Ihall be wanting to render that union crteftual. 

“ The points which I fhall beg leave to fubmit to your 
<onfidcration are, hrft, the mode of conducting the bufi. 
jiefs of the revenue ; and next, the political fyllem of tlufe 
provinces. 

“ The general mode which is at this time eftablifhed for 
the management of the colie6lions, is as follows : The pro- 
vinces are formed into fix div-ifions ; each comprehending 
feveral uifenordi drills, under die dirc61ion of a Chief and 
Council ; thele receive their orders from the Board at 
large, and report to them their proceedings in a feparate 
department, called a Council ot Revenue ; and for the 
greater facility of difpatching hufmefs with theinhabitants, 
and for tlie prefervation of the ancient forms and rules of 
oificc, a Dewan or miniller of the revenue is appointed to 
each divifion, who is joined fo tl>c Provincial Council, aiul 
keeps all tl>e accounts and records of the country lan- 
guages. Native fuperintendants arc alfo appointed to each 
chlln61 of tlic provincial divifions, with fl.e title of Naibs, 
and correrpond with the Provincial Councils and Dewans. 
The Dewans alfo tranfiiiit their accounts and proceedings to 
an office of ancient inflitution, lately transferred from tbc 
city of Moorihedabad to Calcutta, named the Khalfa, which 
is under the chaigc of an officer entitled the Roy Rm'an.wlio 
occafionally fits at the meeting of the Councils of Revenue, 
mid is the channel of communication between tlie Boaid 
and the Dewans, tranfmitting to the latter the counterparts 
of the orders of the Board, which arc fent to the Provin- 
cial Councils, and receive their anfwers. The exceptions 
to this general fyllem are, the province of Chittagong, 
which, from its rcin6tc fituatioii and finall revenue, has been 
left under the fingle charge of the chief of the faflory* ; 
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which a variety of circuniftai>ces infpirqjd, on tlicir 
arrival were confirmed. Thq. great principle of 

' govern- 

and the diflrifls of Pallamow and Ramgur, under Captain 
Camac ; and of the Jungulterry of Curruckpoor, &c. 
under Captain Browne. Thefe may be properly termed 
military collefclorlhips. They are compofed of the wild 
mountainous part of the country,, which have been lately 
reduced to a Uate of fubmiffion to government, and require 
the continual prefence of a military force to keep them in 
fiibje6lion. The revenue which they yield is incoufidex- 
able ; but the pofTeflion of tlicm is a fecurity to the peace 
of the cultivated and more civilized lands in their neigh- 
bourhood, which, till their reduflion, w'cre continually 
expofed to the ravages of wild and lawlefs people inhabit* 
ing them. With thefe miiita^ coUetlors, the correfpon- 
dcnce was carried on by the Governor only ; but^ accord* 
ing to the inftruftions now received from tlie Company, it 
feems requifite that it ftguld inititure'be condoled by the 
Council at large. 

“ I muft beg leave to conclude this fubjefl with eamoftly 
offering my advice for the continuation of this fyftem ia 
all its parts, with fuch alterations only as the late chan^^e 
in the government has rendered incUrpenfably ncceffary. 
Innovations are always attended with difficulties and in^ 
conveniences ; innovations in the revenue, with a 
fion of the collections, and a change at this fcafon of the 
year, W'ould be particularly dangerous, as tlie time of 
heavieft payments is now approaching. For the fame rea* 
ion, you*' ipeedy determination upon the future mode of 
managing and colLefting the revenues would prove of clTcn- 
lial fcrvice. 

“ The Court of DircBors liave been advifed of the 
fonnatiouof tins eftablilhmcnt, in confcquencc of the order* 
iranfraitted to us in ihcir letter of the yth of April, 1773 » 
and wc may fhouly hope to be furnifhed with iht'ir final 
determination concerning it. 1 muff iikewife recommend 
the continuance of the feparatiorir v/hich was originally 
made, of the revenue department from the 01 her offices of 
the government, as the only means by wjAh it can be re- 
gularly conduQcd ; and as there is no branch of the Com- 
n^nv’s affairs on which their inUTcfls lo cSentiailv denend, 

^ 1 pro- 
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government, to the operations of which report ha(! 
attributed the moft 4alutaiy and fubftantial amend- 

itients 

I propofe that the Council do afTemhle for the condnf\ of 
it,' in the fame manner as was pra6hfed by the late Couii- 
cil of Revenue. 

“ It will be necelTary to fonn other fubfidiary rcpi- 
lations for feparating the revenue from the commercial 
department, and preventing coinpetitions between them, 
and to determine what fervants fhall be employed in ihc 
revenue branch; that the board of trade may be enabled 
to make choice, from amongli the reft, of fuch as will be 
required for conduHing the commercial bufinefs. 

“ The next point which I have propofed for your con- 
fideration, is, the poliiical fyftein of thefe provinces. 

“ The alliance with the Nabob Sujah Dowlah, the Vi- 
zir of the empire, is the only foreign conncBion in which 
the government can with propriety be fa id to be engaged. 
This took place oiiginally by the treaty formed by Lord 
Clive at lllahabad, in the year 

“ By a new treaty with the Vizir, dated Sept, ft, 1773, 
in confequcrice of an interview I had v/ith him at Benares, 
the monthly fubfidy for llie extraordinary expcncc of our 
forces employed in bis aftiftance, was fixed at the fum of 
210,000 rupees for one biigadc ; and the provinces of Cora 
and lllahabad ceded to him for the fuin of fifty lacks of 
rupees, of which twenty lacks wcie to be immediately due, 
and were accordingly paid ; fifteen lacks were to be paid 
at the expiration of a )ear, and the remaining fifteen at 
the expiration of two years. 

** At the fame time, the Vizir had fofreited the aid of 
our troops to reduce the Ruhilla country, lying on the 
horth of his dominions, between the Ganges and th^ 
mountains of Tibbct. The immediate plea for thefe hof- 
tilitics, was, the bicach of faith with which the Rohilla 
chiefs were charged in the fuppllcs of money afforded by 
them to the Manattos, againll whom they had folicited 
and obtained the Vizir's aftiftance, under a folemn en- 
gagement to liim forty lacks of rupees on the' depar- 
ture of the ^la*attos, and for refuftng aftenvards to fulfil 
that engagement. 

^ “ Tliis 
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ments or reform, in every ^part of the whole official 
arrangement, was materially different from what 

they 

“ This enterprize, the defign of which furnilhed the 
firft occafion of my meeting with the Vizir, formed ao 
article in the original draught of our treaty ; but it was af- 
terwards omitted at his defire; and I promifed that it 
(hould flill take place, if it fuited the affairs of the Com- 
pany, at any other time when he Ihould find himfelf in a 
condition to refume it. Accordingly, in the month ot 
January, 1774, ffie Vizir made a formal reejuifition of the 
aflillance of a brigade of the Company’s forces, for the 
defence of his dominions, and for the profccution of his 
former puipofe of invading the country of the Rohillas. 
For this fcrvice he engaged to pay the Company, hefides 
the ftipuUted monthly fuhfidy, forty lacks of rupees when 
it fhould be 'concluded. 

The Vizir’s requeft was granted; the fecond brigade 
was ordered on this fcrN’icc, and Colonel Champion, the 
provifional Commander in Chief, appointed to the com- 
mand. Having been joined by the Vizir and his troops, 
he entered the Rohilla borders on lyili April, and on the 
23d of the fame month, attacked and defeated the army of 
the Rohillas, commanded by Hafez Rahmct, their leader, 
who was killed in the afhon. This viffory was decifive; 
no other enemy appeared in the field; and the Vizir hav- 
ing obtained pofleffion of the greatefl part ot the country, 
both armies marched on the 7th of May to the city of Bif- 
fooly, where quarters were prepared for them, and it W’as 
intended they Ihould pafs the rains there ; but the remain- 
ing leaders of the Rohillas having affembled forces, under 
tlie command of Fyzoolla C^wn, at Ncjecbgur, a town on 
the northern fiontier of the country, the Vizjr, appre- 
hending their acquiring too great flrength, and that the 
Marrattos might return to interrupt the operations before 
they were brought to a conclufion, prevailed upon Colonel 
Champion to put the brigade again in motion, about the 
latter end of July, and to march with him againll the 
enemy, although the rains were then at their height. The 
troops enjoyed remarkable good health, and procccdcii 
without oppofition to Pottergur, the eru-my flying before 
ihcni to the flurts of the hills, whither the combined armies 

hive 
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they expefted. They faw the powers of the Com- 
pany wantonly exerted to give fanftion and fucceft 

to 

have followed them. They have Iain for a confiderable 
time within a fhoit diflance of each other ; Colonel Cham- 
pion waiting tor orders from the Select Committee, to piir- 
fue the enemy beyond the line to which he conceived 
hiinfclf limited by his inftniftions. The neceflary orders 
Were lent, and we have been for fome time in daily 
expcHations of hearing that the war was brought to a coii- 
clufion, either by tlie attack and defeat of the enemy, or 
by negociation. The lalt letters from Colonel Cliampion, 
which you, Gentlemen, have rcacl, w'ere dated the 2d iii- 
ifaiit, and advife, that Fy/oolla Cdwn had delivered liim- 
lelf up, but tliat the negociation was hill continued. 

“ The advantages propofed from this expedition were, 
ill, an addition of terrifoi*)', and, of courfe, of wealth to 
the Vi^ir, in which the Company will always participate. 
2d. The completion of the detenlive line of liis dominions, 
by fleeing them from an inconvenient neighbour; and by 
taking into them the wdiolc fpace includetl between the 
Ganges and the nortliern mountains. 3d. The employment 
of a thud pait of our force, and a laving at the fame time 
of its cxpenccs. And lafUy, the flipulatiori of forty lacks, 
to be paid on the conclufion of the undertaking. The re- 
treat oi the Marrattos to their ancient territories, and the 
violent diirenfions which had arifen m their Ifatc, were 
aigumcms ilrongly favouring the time which was choferr 
foi beginning the war ; and the jnflice of it is fupported 
by tlic undoubted refulal of Harcz Rahmct to fulfil the 
conditions of Ins treaty with the Vizir, of which the ori- 
ginal, wiiiiclled by General Sir Robert Baiker, is in our 
polfellion. 

“ Many detached events, fuch as the claim of the army 
toalhaie m the plunder of the conquered country, the 
donation offered to diem' by die Vi^ir, a claim of the 
King ^I)ah Ahum to a Ihaie of the conquered diffrifls, 
will ap(>ear in the couife of the correfpondcncc between 
the Scleft Committee and Colonel Champion, and do not 
require further notice in this place. 

“The fecond payment of the treaty money for Corra and 
llhhabad Uill remained undifcUa<rged by the laft advices ; 

”■ but 



TRANSACTIONS IN INDtA. 325 

to opprcfTion and outrage, to profecute and realize 
the wildcft projctls of ambition, at the expence of 

what- 

l)Ut orders had ifTued for cffbfling it, and an Englifli gentle- 
man had been appointed by tlie Vizir to receive and take 
charge of it at Fyzabad, his capital. 

“ The monthly fubfidy has been paid with fufficient 
cxa61ncfs ; at Icaft wc h.ive had no information to the con- 
trary. The forty lacks of rupees, llipiilated for the per- 
formance of the prefent fcrvice, I confidcr as now duc^ 
though the Vizir makes fonic obje^Hons ; but the defeat 
of Fy zoolla Cawn's troops, or the conclufioii of the nego- 
ciation with him, has, probably by this time, put the 
Company’s right hcyoiul dirputc. Theie remains alfo a 
fmall balance of former accounts flill unadjuffed ; tbefo 
will conllitutc the principal part, if not the whole of our 
concerns with the Vi^i.r; wlien the bufmefs on which wo 
have been to this time engaged with him is concluded, L 
appiehend no difficnlty in procuring payment. 

“ The bounds which I had pi efenbed to myfclf in this pa- 
per, and which I has c already exceeded, will not admit of my 
enicrihg into a dlfcuflion of the benefits depending on tho 
alliance of the Comjiany with the Vizir; thefc will appear 
at large on various parts of onr records, to which I ftiall 
hercalter dilHnfily icier. They may be reduced to tho 
following abridgment; a fecuie ban icr ; a conllaiit occu-< 
pation tor pait of onr ar ny ; a redufHon of our military 
expcnces ; and an accumulating fund of future wealth. Her 
cannot long fubfill \viih(»nt our pioleflion, and is inca- 
pable, ot hiinfclf, of becoming an ohje6f of our jcalouly 
or apprehcnlioii. For the Letter communication with the? 
Vizir, and lor the maintenance of that confidence which 
is nccelldiv to perpetuate the alliance hciween the Vizir 
and the Company, it has been judged advifeable to appoint 
a rcfideiH at the Du i bar, as the immedidte agent of the 
(iov’crnor, with whom alone he ofticially'’ correfponds* 
The gentleman employed in that llation is Air. Nathaniel 
Middleton, with whole dilcrction, intcgiity and ability 
for the difeharge of this truJl, 1 have every rcafon to be 
abundantly fatisfied, 

“ The King remains at Delhi, the ancient capital of 
the empire, a mere cvphcr In the adminiilration of it* 

WitU 
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whatever is mod facredto juftice and humanity, to. 
eftablifh the claims^ and extend die ufurpation of 

the 

With him our connexion has been a long time fufpended, 
aird I wifli never to lee it renewed, as it has proved a fatal 
drain to the wealth of Bengal, and the treafury of the 
Company, without yielding one advantage or poflTible 
fource, even of remote benefits,, in return. The tribute 
which he claimvS from the provinces hath been with-held 
from him fince his defertion of the Company, and his union 
with their natural enemies, the Marrattos ; and a refe- 
rence has been made to the Court of Direftors for their 
Orders concerning the future payments of it, with every 
argument urged that can induce them to forbid it. 

“ The Marratta ftate, after having threatened the whole 
empire with ftjbjeflion, during the aflive adminiftration of 
their Psiifhwa, or aftmg Chief, Mahderow, has been for 
this twelve-month paft, the fcenc of internal diftra6lions, 
which ftill fubfifts. On the death of Mahderow, his bro- 
ther, Narain Row, fucceeded him. He was treacheroufly 
flain, and his uncle, Raganot Row, releafed from prifon, 
and declared Paifhwa in his flead. The minifters of the 
government, to whom he owed his elevation, became the 
©bjefh of his jcaloufy, and afling from that impreffion, he 
made them his enemies; they formed a powerful com- 
bination againft him, fet up the new-born fon of Narain 
Row in competition againit him, and defeated him. He 
has fince throwTi himfelf on the proteblion of Takojec 
Hulkar, and Mahadajee Siiidea, two Chiefs of con- 
fideration, who were lately in the party of ftis opponents. 
The leacfei's of this oppofuion, Sookoram Bolboo, the- 
principal minifler; Gaujaboy, the mother of the Paifh- 
was, Mahderow and Narain Row ; Shubajee Bonfela, the 
Chief of Berar ; and the Nabob Nizam Alii. The two 
laft may be rather confidered as auxiliaries; Mordajee, 
the brother of Shubajee, was on the fide of Ragai|^t Row 
till his defeat ; both the brothers are now in Berar. The 
lall letter from Mr. Moftyn, the Refident at Poonah, 
Aatcd the a 2 d of Auguft, explains the Hate of thefe dif- 

S utes to that period ; they feem yet likely to be of longer 
uration, and whenever concluded, will probably leave the 
prevailing party too weak to undertake any plan of remote 

coaquefi,. 
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the ftrong, over the natural and hereditary rights 
of the weak and defencelefs. The principles, the 

pperations. 


conqueft, for fome time at lead to come ; of courfe wo 
have no caiife to apprehend any didurbances from tno 
Marrattos, during the prefent feafon. 

The province of Berar, adjoining to our own borders 
on the fouth and weft fide of the provinces, merits, from 
that confideration, and from the power and independency 
of its rulers, a diftinft confideration. The prefent Chiet, 
Shabujee Bonfda, is the brother of the late Tanojee Bon- 
fela, who for many years paft enjoyed the fovereignty ot 
the country. His orothers are Moodajee, who has been 
already mentioned in this narrative, and Bimbajce ; the 
latter poftefl'es Very little confequence befidcs that which 
he derives from the credit of his family. The two other bro^ 
thers have been long at variance, but by the mediation and 
authority ot Derriaboy, the widow ot Janojec, and a woman 
of great fpirit and reputed ability, prevented trom carrying 
their animofity to violent extremes. Their being engaged 
in oppofite faftions of the Marratio ftate, is not a certain 
proof of their mutual enmity ; it being (as I underftand) a 
policy not uncommonly praftifed among the Marrattos, tor 
the fdme family to take different fides in civil dillenti(ms, 
with a view to its aggrandizement. While I was at Be- 
nares the laft year, a Vakeel from Shawbajee Bonfela ar- 
rived at that place with a letter addroflied to me by that 
Chi( 3 \F, and attended me in Calcutta until the month of 
ISepteinber laft, when he received his difmifli(xn to return 
to his maftcr, in confequence of orders received for that 
purpofe. The purport of Shawbajee’s letter, and the ver- 
bal propofilions made to me by his Vakeel, was to folici^ 
the Friendfhip and alliance of this government ; to which I 
have replied in fuch terms as wcie nit>ft likely to encou-, 
rage him to nearer advances, if he has formed any ^figna 
which may make it ftrongly hisintereft to court the fnend- 
fhip of the Company. He is defeended from the anc^n| 
Raiahs of Sittarah. The prefent Rajah is called Ram Ra. 
jah; he has no children. R U worthy and 

may ferve to convey fome idea of the inuabihty of the 
feni government of the Marr^tos, that it is cxercifcd 
through two fubordinate gradations. *1 he Rajah, m wholq 
® Q 2 
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operations, and the tendencies of government, ap- 
peared to them totally miftaken or mifapplied. In- 
ftead of the pacific fyftem the Governor-general had, 
fo loudly profeffed and avowed, the army was at that 
moment employed in the extirpation of the Rohillas, 
with whom he had lately been allied, againft whom 
he pretended to have no refentment, but for the maf- 
facre of whom a fum of money was ftipulated. 
General Clavering, Colonel Manfon, and Mr. Fran- 
cis, boldly arraigned the origin, the condufl, ilie 
©bjeft of this mercilefs expedition. They imputed it 
to a collulion between the Vizir and the Governor- 
general. It was unaccountable to them on any 
other principles than the felleft ambition in the one, 
and the foulcft corruption in the other. In thel’e 
they unanimoufly refolved all that petulant ca- 
price which diftinguifhed the temper of Sujah 
Dowlah in direfting the campaign, and that very 
exquifite tendernefs with which the Governor-ge- 
neral cfpoufed his vindication againft the reprefen- 
tations of the commander in chief. It ftruck them 
as an infult to the repeated orders of the Company, 
which conftanily enjoined and urged the obvious 

name all the orders of the flate arc ifTued, is deprived of 
all authority. The Paifhwa, or prime Minifler, an infant 
of nine months old, andtheaflual Minifler or Regent, Who 
cxercifes the legal powers of both ; a man deriving his au- 
thority folely from the combination of a few wealthy indi- 
viduals. From this divided flate of the Marratto empire, 
and the interefts and pretenfions of the fevcral competitors 
for power amongft them, great political advantages may 
perhaps be attained to the Company, to which the prefent 
united fyflem of ihe Company’s ellablifhments in India, is 
well calculated to contribute. 

policy 
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policy of cultivating harmony with all the neigh- 
bouring ftates. It ftrengthcned and extended that 
power which it was their intereft to preferve, in a 
(ituation of dependence. It was an encroachment 
on thofe neutral rights which the Marrattos might 
think themfelves obliged to defend. It cxpofed 
the dominions of the Company to depredation, and 
taxed their engagements with infidelity and deceit; 
degraded the dignity of government, by yielding 
to the arrogance of a barbarian ; rifqued the liberty 
of a brigade, by refling their departure on his op- 
tion ; infulted the feelings of the troops, by forciitg 
them^on a fervice of cruelty, and implicating their 
operations with a variety of fuch horrid feencs 
as rellea the foulcR difgrace on the arms of an en- 
lightened nation. They founded their rcafoning 
on the manner in which the war was brought on ; 
the management which marked fo ftrongly its com- 
mencement and progrefs ; the rapacity, perfidy, 
and inhumanity of the Vizier s charaClcr ; the 
avowed objeO: of the enterprize ; and the dreadful 
carnage, depopulation, and general ruin in which 
it terminated. 

To allegations illiberal or grofs, the Governor- 
general deigned no reply. He wifhed to diftin- 
guifh between animated declamation and difpaf-. 
fionate enquiry. NIany fa£ls on which the majority 
argued were at leaft equivocal. He denied the 
myftcry attributed to his pcrfonal conference with 
the Vizier; that his conduft warranted the impu- 
tations with which it had been blackened ; that the 
Rohilcund was defolated; or that the prifoners 
'taken in war had been inhumanly ufed. Thefe 
O Q \iCVQ 
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Vere not Ihfc reprefentations of truth, but the 
gerations of fancy. The meafure was fuggefted by 
the exigencies of government. The Company's 
diftreffes were increafed beyond a pVobability of 
telief, from the ordinary refources of the country i 
and in the failure of thefe, extiaordinary means 
became indifpenfible. The orders of the Com- 
pany wefe in no inftance an explicit prohibition of 
employing their forces on fervices of fuch manifefl 
Utility. They were diClated in a more liberal fpi-^ 
tit, and permitted, in circumftances not reducible 
to pofitivc and invariable direftion, a difcrctional 
latitude for the xeal of their fervants. The Rohil- 
las were a treacherous race. Their cataflrophe 
Vas the juft reward of their own demerits. The 
•war was founded in the natural defire of retaliate 
ing wrongs. Our troops were not principals, but 
accefTories only* It was our duty, as well as in- 
tereft, to adift in accomplifhing whatever augment- 
ed the fecurity of an ally, whofe enemies were 
ours. The Rohillas were liis aggreffors^ and their 
reduftion was, of courfe, included in our engage- 
ments to defend him. He enumerated the advaii* 
tages which would redound to the Company from 
this dirpofition of their forces. It raifed a new 
barrier to their dominions, by extending the fron- 
tiers of Oude, and removing the Marrattos to a 
greater diftance. It brought nearly half a million 
Itcrling to their treafury. It difciplincd their ar- 
my, and relieved them from one-third of its cx- 
pence. In fhort, he fcrupled not, in the face of 
all the oppofition that was urged, to fell his apo- 
logy on his reputation in the fervice, his conftruc- 

tion 
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lion of the Company's orders, the neceffity of the 
Hate, and the prafticability of the objc6l. 

The majority, far from acquiefcing in thcfe rea- 
fons, came to the refolution, that the correfpon- 
dence of the Governor-general, with the comman- 
der in chief, and the refident at the Vizir's court, 
Ihould be laid before the board. He diffented 
from this refolution, as equally illiberal and pre- 
mature. It divcftecThis declaration of credit, and 
the fituatbn he occupied of that confidence which 
its utility required. Mr. Middleton was his agent* 
Many of his letters were confined to confidential 
communications, in which the public had no con- 
cern. Thefc were made and trufted under the feal 
of fecrefy. He would not betray the unreferved 
opinions of a young man, which could produce no 
other confequcnce than ill-will or inconvenience 
to the author. They were hazarded only on the 
moll facred affurance, that they never fhould be 
divulged from the peffon to whom alone he con- 
ceived himfelf accountable for the part he afled in 
that (lation. Without waiting for the papers he 
promifed to produce, or knowing whether the in- 
telligence they conveyed was impeifeO: or obfeure, 
an arbitrary demand was made for the minutiae of 
a correfpondcncc with which his pcrfonal feelings 
did not permit him to comply. To laying before 
the board Colonel Champion's official difpatches, 
he had no objeftions. Such parts of their corre- 
(pondence, however, as were not altogether cor- 
dial, written with the freedom of private friends, 
and in a Hilc different from that ufed in tranfafling 
Q 4 P'iblic 
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public bufinefs, he deemed it equally unneceffary 
and improper to produce. 

This diffent was protefted againft by the majo- 
rity, who finding, in confcquencc of the Company's 
engagement with Sujah Dowlah, that an enter- 
prize had been undertaken in direft violation of 
that policy which they knew to be eftablUhed by 
the higheft authority, that this was not the refult 
of any fpccific treaty, but of a verbal agreement 
only between the Vizir and the Prcfident, and that 
|he execution of it had carried our troops to fuch 
a diftance from the frontiers of Dengal, and fo 
confidcrably to the north of Delhi, that the place 
of their encampment, in the beginning of Oflober, 
was not to be found in any common map of the 
country, they were warranted to demand the full 
pofTcflion of every document which had any refe- 
rence to that tranfaflion. The conneflion of the 
late adminiflration with the Company's ally, not- 
withftanding all the lights they had received, was 
flill to them in a great meafnre unintelligible. AH 
communications made by the refident at the Dur- 
bar, and the commander of the troops Hill in the 
field, to the Governor, on the fubjctl under confi- 
deration, were, in their opinion, elTcntial to a com- 
plete information of the board. I'hcy grounded 
their requifition on the exprefs orders of the Com- 
pany. The DireDors, in their general letter of 
the 23d March, 1770, write thus: — The Cover- 
nor, fingly, fhall correfpond with the country 
powers; but all letters, before they fhall be by 
V }iim fent, muil Ije communicated to the other 

menf^- 
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members of the feleft committee, and receive 
« their approbation ; and alfo all letters whatever, 
which may be received in anfwer to, or in the 
“ courfe of his correfpondence, lhall likewife be 
** laid before the faid feleft committee, for their 
information and confideration.” They denied 
that the chief of any council had a right to carry 
on a correfpondence with the minifters or officers 
of government, independent of that council, much 
Icfs to refufe a communication of that correlpon- 
dence, when rcquefted by them. 

The recal of Mr. Middleton from the Durbar 
was the confequence of thefe debates. Colonel 
Champion was at the fame time, though not with- 
out confiderable difeuffion, inllruflcd to. fupply his 
place, to wait upon the Vizir; and to require pay- 
ment of his arrears to the Company, in virtue of 
the affiftance afforded him againft the Rohillas, 
and his other engagements. He was allowed a dif- 
cretionary power to relax in part of thefe de- 
mands, in cafe it might appear to him expedient, 
and to accept twenty lacks, after fecuring inflall- 
ments for the remainder, at any term not exceed^' 
ing twelve months for the laft. His removal of 
the troops was to be regulated by the alternative 
of the Vizir's compliance or refufal. Meanwhile, 
advices were received, that the war, as we have 
before related, was finifhed, and, in confequence 
of thefe, fome alterations took place in the Colo- 
nel's indrudions. 

In the courfe of thefe reiterated altercations, 
preferences were frequently and freely made to the 

Cover-- 
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Covcmor-gcneral s treatment of the King Sha\r 
Allutn. His detention of the tribute, as well as 
his difpofition of Corah and Allahabad, was oftener 
than once obliquely imputed to principles which he 
had not tivowed. For the non-payment of the fub- 
lidy he accounts, by alledging what advantage he 
might have derived from a collufive acknowledge- 
ment of the treaty. The King, he flirewdly pre- 
fumes, would have allowed him to make his own 
terms, and tlianked him for the remainder It 
was certainly in his power, upon the fuppofuion of 
his majefty's meannefs to have thus preferred his 
intereft to that of his conftiiuents. But to 
warrant oppre/Tion by impotence, or to argue in 
favour of one fpccics or degree of injullice, from 
the capacity of perpetrating another or greater, is 
reducing all claims of right to explicit principles of 
tyranny, and appealing dirc8iy from every mode 
of equity to the decifion of force. A jury of Fng- 
lifhmen would hardly acquit the man convicted of 
robbery, for refting his defence on his innocence 
of murder. On the fame grounds, however, the 
Governor boldly juftifies his pecuniary bargain 


♦ The Covcrnor-gcncral, in liis addrefs to the Court of 
Direfloi*s, by the fliip Anl'ou, dated March 25, 1775, avows 
this curious rcafoning in (hefe terms : “ Tlie floppagc of the 
^ King^s tribute was an a£l of mine, and I have been often 
^ reproached- with it. It was certainly in my power to have 
continued the payment of it, and to have made my terms 
“ with the King, for any part of it wliich I might have cho- 
** Icn to referve for my own ufc ; he would have thanked me 
** for tlie remainder.” 

with 
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With Sujah Dowlahi for the territories of the prints 
whofe tribute he had already alieoated. “ It was 
« not, fays he, the want of the funrtuds of Shaw 
Allum, which defeated the long concerted pro*- 
« jefts of the Due de Choifeul ; nor will the pof- 
« felTion of them quicken the defigns of the Ma* 
ratios againft us. The fword which gave us the 
dominion of Bengal, muft be the inftrument of 
its prefervation ; and if it (hall ever ceale to be 
” ours, which God forbid, the next prt^rietor will 
derive his right and polfeffion from the fame 
natural charter/' 

The military were chiefly employed, in 17741 
againft various petty principalities, fituated on the 
frontiers of the Bengal provinces, and who had hi- 
therto acknowledged no dependence on any of the 
neighbouring fovereignties. In feme places the 
Rajahs or great men were reduced and gave hof* 
lages as pledges of their future obedience ; in others 
the peafants were every where driven from their 
houfes, the villages confumed, and the crops ut- 
terly deftroyed. Orders being iffued from the 
council of Patna for a battalion of the Company's 
to feize or expel the Rajah Tuttah Shaw, Enfign 
Scott, who commanded the party, rigidly accurate 
and alTiduous in the difeharge of his duty, purfued 
the unhappy man into the dominions of Oude, and 
made three of the Vizir's fubjefts prifoners of war. 
Captain Crawford, under a fimilar direflion from 
the chief of Burdwan, entered Patcoom the begin- 
ning of December the fame year, with fix com- 
panies of fipoys, took the capital, levelled it with 

the 
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the ground, and to make the poft tenable, cleared 
the country. The natives, in a paroxyfm of dc- 
fpair, affembled to defend therafelves and families. 
He came up with them in a few days. They were 
eafily and effectually difperfed. The whole that 
furvived, man, woman, and child, took immediate 
fhelter among the hills, and left the dillriCl without 
an inhabitant. This aClive officer coolly avows, in 
his difpatches, that he endeavoured to fow dilfen- 
fion among the chiefs, in order to facilitate the bii- 
finefs of reduction or extirpation. Thefe cxceffes 
originated in an ambition to fubjugatc a brave and 
warlike race of people, who, from time immemo- 
rial, had maintained their liberty in thefe moun- 
tainous and woody countries,^ which form fo great 
a part of the weftern divifion of Bengal. I'hcy had 
no other mode of retaliating the injuries they re- 
ceived, than by fudden cxcurfions againft tbofc 
neighbouring diflriCls which lay mod contiguous, 
and were moft dcfcncelcfs. Ihcy were confe- 
quently proferibed as a licentious banditti, and pro- 
ceeded againft by every means which the laws of 
war would allow. And in the true fpirit of the 
Bengal government, in cafe no other method 
woutd bring them to terms, extirpation w^as deemed 
a meafure pcrfeClIy confiftent vixih jvjlice and found 
policy. The principles which have been imbibed 
and praClifed by all the tyrants and ufurpers, whofe 
villainies have defolated and embroiled the world, 
as jujlice and found policy , have been flaverv^, expuU 
fion, (laughter, or extermination. On thefe def- 
potifni, in every corner of the globe, ftill raifes hei: 

cftabliDi- 
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eftabliniments, and ambition her trophies. It ever 
has been the rage of' the multitude to be led, which 
is the fertile origin of all that power by which in all 
ages they have gained fo little and fuff'ered fo much. 
In the beginning of the year 1775, Sujah ul 
Dowlah, Vizir of Oude, whofe health had for 
lome time been on the decline, breathed his laft. 
Ilis fon Miza Ammany, otherwife called Afophul 
Dowlah, fiicceeded him in the fubadary. He did 
notpoirefs the talents of his father, whofe llrength 
both of body and mind, was hardly equalled 
among his countrymen. This powerful ally of the 
Company had all at once been converted from a 
man of pleafurc to no inconfiderable adept both in 
bufincfs and war. His fortunes were long, various, 
and equivocal. He Toon hit upon the policy of 
attaching himfelf to the Englifh. Their enterprize 
and a8.ivity fuited the volatility of his tafte and hi& 
genius. His exterior and addrefs were plaufible, 
fpecious, and infinuating; but the prevailing ha- 
bits of his mind were bloody, treacherous, daf- 
tardly, and vindiHive. And the feveral treaties 
between him and the Company's fervants, are a 
jproof that however inferior to them in the field, he 
had greatly the advantage in almoft; every negoci- 
ation. Several alterations took place in the Com- 
pany’s connexion with the young Nabob. The 
fupreme council determined that the fpecific con- 
ditions of their former alliance with the Vizir ex-» 
pired with him, and that it was their duty to derive 
as much advantage as poflible from a renewal of 
their friendfliip to his fon. Mr. Brillow, who hadr 

fug- 
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fiicceeded Mr. Middleton in the refidency of Fbsy, 
%bad» fct out in the beginning of February, 1775^ 
and in a few months agreed with the Nabob to 
guarantee to him the provinces of Corah and Alla^ 
habad ; that the ftipulated fubfidy for the fervice 
of the brigade fhould be increafed } and that the 
Company fliould be in veiled with the fovereignty 
and poffeflSon of the diftrifls under Chcit Sing in 
perpetuity. The majority aifumed great merit from 
the very fubftantial benefits which it conferred on 
the Company. Nor would it have tarnifhcd the 
luftre of their reign, had this been the only in- 
fiance in which even they could facrifice the claims 
of effential juflice to the rapacity of their conRitu- 
ents. The Governor-generars only objeftion was, 
that he thought it never could be thoroughly real- 
ized. It was fully debated at the board, but ulti-i 
matcly carried. 

Thefe diffenfions, which had feparately tranfpired 
before the arrival of any regular difpatches in Eng- 
land, very much inflamed the friends and abettors 
of the feveral individuals interefted in the iflue of 
the conteft. The Direftors alannred for the confe- 
quences of fuch violent proceedings, laid the whole 
fubjefts in reference forthwith before the proprie-r 
tary. Various courts were held, and much fub- 
tiliy and manoeuvring difplayed on both fidea. 
The objeft was no longer the good of the Company 
or community at large, hut which of the parties 
fhould prove victorious. The fenfe of the whole 
may be colleftcd from the DireSors general letter, 
dated the 15th of December, in which they coti- 

demn 
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denm the principles of the Rohilla war, and juftify 
the rccal of Mr. Middleton, as dU£itisfied with the 
policy in the one cafe, and in (he other, giving it 
as their opinion that the board were fully entitled 
to a deliberate perufal of all the refident's letters. 
The difcord which prevailed in the fupremo 
council was foon communicated to the natives. It 
was a fpecies of intelligence which facilitated its 
own propagation, by the eager curiofity which it 
every where excited- The houfes of the indivi- 
duals who compofed tlie majority, were fuddcnly 
furrounded with complainants, who importuned 
them, by an incefl'ant repetition of their grievances, 
for redrefs. Inftances of opprelEon in the former 
adminiftration were every day exhibit(;d, and even 
among that tintid and diffident people, there were 
not wanting who had the refolution to bring perfo- 
nal accufations againft feme of the firft officers of 
ftate. I'he black merchants in Dacca charged 
Mr, Richard Barwell with a feries of barbarities 
which even fhock humanity in the recital. They 
aflfert, that he extorted a confiderable fum from 
them by menaces, by confining them in the flocks, 
by imprifonment, and by ftarving them under a 
military guard, into his own terms. The ignomi- 
nious puniihtnent of the (locks was infli^led on them 
when the weather was exceedingly bad, and the 
rains infuffcrably heavy, and in a plain wfficre, 
having no covering to their heads, or any part of 
ihcir body, and nothing underneath them bui the 
bare earth, they were equally expofed to the incle- 
mency of the iky, and the dampnefs of a fpot 

fwim- 
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fwimming in water. To heighten the cruelly of 
their fituation, they were not unfrequently treated 
in this manner in the middle of the day, when the 
fcorching heat of a vertical fun is moft intolerable. 
The objcQs of his implacable feverity were not 
young, nor accuftomed to fuch hardfliips as are 
incident to a low or laborious life, but men of a 
reputable profelTion, men aged and infirm, and men 
who had ferved the Company, without cenfure or 
complaint, for thirty years. 

The retrofpeOion of the majority was carried 
with accuracy and perfcvcrance into every depart- 
ment of (late, and extended to all the various ob- 
jefls and funftions of adminiftration. It was none 
of the lead acciifations againft Mr. Haftings, that 
he had annihilated the landed property throughout 
the kingdom of Bengal. The ancient Zemindars, 
who had enjoyed their eftates without molcilation, 
by inheritance from lather to Ton, for many gene- 
rations, were difinherited. Their pofTeffions had 
been literally expofed to fale, and configned to 
thofe who offered the higheft terms. This fyfiem 
was condemned, as peculiarly hard and oppreflivc. 
Thcgrcateft men in the country were confequently 
under the hard necelTity of contending for their 
lands, againfl a combination of ufurers and pecu- 
lators, or in lieu of their cxtenfive dominions, to 
content themfelves with their houfc, and fuch a 
penlion as the date thought proper to adign. No 
meafurc could more cffeflually alienate the minds 
of the natives, or dedroy their confidence in go- 
vernment. The landed proprietory were at one 

droke 
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llrokc deprived of all influence. ’ Their power and 
their zemindaries were loft together. The menial 
fervants of the Englifh, whofe fathers they -would not 
have Jet with the dogs of their Jlock^ as an indignant 
Chief expreffes it, entered into their patrimonial 
lands. Cantoo Baboo, the banian or native ftew- 
ard and manager to Mr. Haftings, held two con- 
trads in his own name, and that of his fon, for 
confiderably more than an huridred and fifty thou-r 
fand pounds per annum. With the fame fufpicious 
appearance, the fame favourite of power occupied 
farms which paid annually to the landed revenue 
nearly an equal fum. The whole zemindary of 
Baharbund was granted to the fon of this man, 
a boy not more than ten or twelve years of age, 
though mentioned by the Governor-general as a 
man of credit and property. Indeed the majority 
avowed it, as their folemn and formal opinion, that 
there was no fpecics of peculation from which the 
late adminiftration had thought proper to abftain* 
They even thought the proofs of the Governor- 
general's appropriating four parts in feven of the 
falary with which the Company was charged for the 
Phoufdar or Commander of Hughly, were fuch as, 
whetherYufficient to convi£l him in a court of juf- 
lice, did not leave a doubt concerning his crimi- 
nality in the mind of any unprejudiced perfon. 
The falary was feventy-two thoufand rupees, and 
they afferted that Mr. Haftings fhared one half, 
and that the laic Phoufdar. was turned out of office 
merely becaufe his terms were not fo favountble. 

R In 
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In this manner the Governor-general, notwith- 
ftanding that integrity of intention, and purity of 
charafter, to which he has always been fo much in 
the habit of appealing, was formally accufed of the 
groffeft venality and corruption. Inftances were 
produced, in which individuals of confiderable fta- 
lion and refpeftability, came forward in fupport of 
the charge. The Ranny of Burdwan impeached 
her duan, or treafurer, with lavifliing immenfc 
fums on fome of the Company's fervants, in con- 
fideration of his appointment to that high and lu- 
crative fituation. When this affair came before 
the Board, and a motion was made for going into 
a ferious difcuffion of the faft, the Governor-gene- 
ral, inftead of daring his accufers to the proof, or 
confiding in that innocence which he loudly affert- 
ed, availed himfelf of his privilege,' and would not 
fubmit to be confronted in a court where he was 
himfelf the prefident ; but retired in* difguft, with 
his friend Mr. Barwell. The majority, however, 
who thought it their duty, were willing to come at 
the truth; and the Ranny 's agent produced ac- 
counts of fifteen thoufand rupees given to Mr. Haf- 
tings, and nine thoufand to other Members of the 
. Prefidency. Bridjoo Kilhore, who had purchafed 
his preferment by thefc pecuniary prefents, ob- 
jefted to the authenticity of the documents thus 
exhibited in proof of the peculation ; but his fecre- 
tary fwore pofitively that the ftatement, correflly 
as it flood, was made according to the treafurer's 
exprcKs order, and that he had reprefented the 
tranfaClion precifely and literally as it happened. 

The 
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ii'he unfortunate Nuncomar, whofe melancholy 
exit can never be forgotten by his Countrymen, 
liad the temerity to produce fome heavy charges 
of this kind againrf Mr. Hafting^^ and even to ap- 
pear in perfon, for the purjpolb of fubftantiating his 
allegations. When the Rajah, however, preffedto 
be heard, and to cllablifh the fafts he had ftated, 
by inconteftable evidence, the Governor-general, 
who deemed the dignity of his fituation paramount 
to every confideration on earthy fuddenly diflblved 
the Council, and leaving it, in concert with Mr. 
Barwcll, protefled againft whatever meafures the 
majority fhould adopt in his abfence. But they 
pcrfiftcd, notwithftanding this hardinefs and perti- 
nacity in the cxcrcife of a prerogative (till unde-* 
cidc(i, to difeharge thofe obligations to the public 
and to juftice, which they confidered, with equal 
flcadinefs, as indifpenfible. Nuncomar was accor- 
dingly called in, and very clofely interrogated. 
He dated with accuracy, firmnefs, and fimplicity, 
the feveral fums which he had himfelf paid the 
Governor-general, and mentioned the names of 
luch individuals as had been privy to the tranfac- 
tion. He delivered, at the fame time, a letter ad-» 
(1 reded to himfelf, under the feal and fignature of 
Mutiny Begum, in which flie declared that the 
Governor-general had alfo received from her ape- 
cuniary douceur of confidcrablp value. The 
vouchers he produced in confirmation of thefe ex- 
traordinary ncgociations, appeared to the Mem- 
bers of Council perfeftJy authentic and fatisfac- 
•torv. 
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Nuncomar was in the mean time an objc6l of 
machinations little fufpefted cither by him or his 
friends. It feems to have been determined, tliat his 
zeal in profecuting Mr. Haftings fliould, in one 
fliape or other, be amply and fpeedily retaliated. 
While this matter pended before the Council Board, 
the Rajah was aftually tried for a confpiracy againft 
Mr. Haftings, in concert with jofeph Fowke, Fran- 
cis Fowke, and Roy Rada Churn The jury, 

* jVkiny are the iiiflanccs which might be fpecified to 
prove how cruelly the exquifite fenfibility of the native 
Indians arc fported with by our countr)'men. The tragical 
(lory of Comrnuul O Deen will never be forgotten in In- 
dia, and the dilhonour it refle 61 s on our politics, will lafl 
as long as it is remembered. This man, by the intrigue'; 
of party, while the altercation between a majority of the 
Council and the Governor-general Was cariicd on with 
very little temper or decency on either fide, was inveigled 
to give evidence againft Jofeph Fowke, Francis Fowke, 
Maha Rajah Nuncomar, and Roy Racla Churn, on a 
charge of confpiracy againft Wanen Haftings, Fiiq. His 
evidence was fo confuled and contradiHoi)', that the \ci 
difl was given in fa\our of the defendants. Coininaid 
O I^ccri being deep in arrears to government, thefe perrons' 
had intcieft enough, as it would feem, to inftigafc the ofh- 
ceis ill the revenue ilepaitinent agiinft him. He was ron- 
fequcmlv iinpiifoneil ; but the iSupicme Court cfpoufing 
his caul*', he was imrnediatclv rclcafcd by Habeas Corpus. 
The vciv ne\i dav he was again imprdoncd, and again re- 
lealcd ill the iainc manner. He then lent to Hugldy for 
his Ion, to iupeiiiitend his affairs, during tranfaAions 
'\liicli lo unavoidably cngioffed and diftia^led his attention. 
In coming Up the nver to Calcutta, the youth was unfoi- 
luuately drowned. This uncxpcHcd difaller, co-operating 
with his other cmbarraflTments and luflcrings, fuddenly 
o\cr\s]ic!mod him with defpair. He then became aiiobjcA 
of pity and cornmiferation to all his friends and former ac- 
quaintance. And it \sas not long before he abfeonded, 
and has never been heard of fmcc. 


howeverj 
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however, pronounced him not guilty ; but an accu- 
fation, more ferious and interefting, was prepared 
and kept in referve againft the unhappy Chief. He 
was foon after charged with having effcHed a for- 
gery, dated feveral years before. For this crime 
he was capitally indiHed, tried before the Supreme 
Court, Condemned by an tx pojl JaBo ftatutc, and 
hanged, though the offence of which he was ar- 
raigned was not capital, by the laws of the country 
in which it was committed. The multitudes of 
people who witneffed the execution were prodi- 
gious, and they viewed the fpeHaclc before them 
with vifiblc expreflions of horror and confterna- 
tion. Europeans had not heretofore menaced 
the inhabitants with fuch an awful fight, in the 
pacific provinces of Bengal. The privileges of 
Bramins are deemed, in every part of India, in- 
violable. They commute capital punifhment, and 
are exempted, by what may be called the common 
law of the country, from every fpecies of perfona! 
outrage. Nuncomar was at the head of this facred 
raft, whom the Hindoos regard every where with 
an idolatrous veneration. His ignominious death 
was confequently much iporc (hocking in India, 
than if a nobleman of the higheft diftintlion, a 
prince of the blood, or even a crowned head, were 
in any European dale fcntenced to fuffer by the 
hands of the common hangman. All the natives 
prefent, araounthig to many thoufands, difperfed 
as by common fignal, ,thc moment he was turned 
off, with unufual precipitation, countenances dif- 
for^ed by dcfpair, and their mouths filled with ex- 
R 3 clamations 
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clamations of the moft extreme agony andliorror ? 
They departed fo indantly and entirely from^ this 
fatal fpot, that the Rajah h?id not yet expired when 
no body was feen about the gallows, bat the flierifF 
and his attendants^ and a few European fpec- 
Utors ! 

Circumftances were implicated in this tranfac- 
tion, which roufed and interefted the feelings and 
attention of all confiderate perfons in both coun- 
tries. A man of illuftrious rank and diflinftion, 
fuffering death for a crime not capital by the laws 
under which he lived, and punifhed in this manner, 
only in confeqqence of a foreign and pofterior in- 
ftitution ; the commencement of the profecution at 
the critical moment when Nuncomar flood forward 
to convift the Governor-general of the mod aban- 
doned proditutiori of the authority under which he 
filled the highed fituation in the patronage of the 
Company; the extreme unrelenting rigour with 
which the procefs was carried on, in diretl vio- 
lation of all thofc regards and decencies which the 
remoted antiquity, and uniyerfal ufage, had ren- 
dered facred; the virulent cagernefs of Mr. Haf- 
tings, and his partisans, to expofe, to blacken, to 
criminate, and even to execrate and vilify the cha- 
rafler of an individual, thushaplcfs and degraded; 
and the grofs profufion of foul intemperate lan- 
guage which damps every apology’ which has yet 
been offered for thefc proceedings, arc premifes on 
which few competent and impartial judges would 
be apt to conclude, that in this political trial no 
fpccics of fympathy fubfided between the Governor- 
*** general 
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general and the Supreme Court*. Juftice, the 
ftable fecurjty of property and life, when impar- 
tially 

* In a minute of the Majority, whilft this important 
x:aufc was pending bcfone the Supreme Court, dated the 
nth of April, 1755, it is accounted for in the manner 
following : 

“ Maha Rajah Nuncomar, whom the Governor calls 
“ mtfereant^ we found had been, but a very little time be- 
“ fore, his bofom friend, confulted on all occafions, and 
“ fupported by him againft the united protejl of Mefllrs. 
“ Graham, Lawrel, and Dacrcs, who were clofelyconnetf- 
“ cd widi Mahomed Reza Cawn, although the Governor 
“ knew him to haye been, as he now fays, guilty of a for- 
“ gery. We have realbn to fufpe^lthat the intention was 
“ to make him Banyan to General Clavering, to furroimd 
“ the General and us with the Governor’s creatures, and 
“ to keep us totally unacquainted with tlie real Hate of the 
“ goi^’crnment. By iliis and other fiiinfy devices, fo con- 
“ lonaiu to the principles of Aliatic policy, in which the 
“ Governor-general has been fo long cxercifed, he pro- 
bably flattered himfclf, that men unpra6lifcd in fuch arts, 
might be perplexed and circumvented. Nuncomar, 
“ fincling himfelt deceived or difappointed by tlic Goycr- 
** iior-general, foon made ufe of the means which his iiiti- 
“ macy with the Governor had put in his power, to gratify 
** his refentment. Whatever might have been his mo- 
“ tives, his difcovcrics have thrown a clear light upon the 
“ Honourable Governor-gcncrars conduft, and lltc means 
“ he had taken of making the very large fortutie he is faid 
“ to polfcfs, of upwards of forty lacks of rupees, which he 
“ muft have ainallcd in about two years a half." 

I'hc Governor's anfwer to the proicfl mentioned in the 
preceding minute, is defigned, Exltacl vj the Ptocecdiny^s 
oj the Committee of Circuit at CoJIynbuzar, dated the ii^tk 
of July\ 1771*. i he diiputc originated in the appoint- 
ment of Nuncomar’s Ton to the office of Dew'an of the 
houfehold, and manager of the Nabob’s finances. Meflrs. 
Dacres, Lawrel, and Graham, objected to this nomination, 
bccaufe they confidered it in eneff the appointment of 
Nuncomar, whofe political conduft they criminated by a 
great wicty of evidence. The Governor vindicates his 
R 4 arrange. 
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tially adminiftered, was in this inftance converted 
into a da(lardly engine of tyranny. In the riot of 
unbridled ambition, the bell founded claims of the 
innocent and obnoxious, become feeble and unavail- 
ing. The feelings of the natives were wantonly and 
incurably wounded, by the fufferings ofNuncomar. 
It was an infult to the cuftoms, the laws, the re- 
ligion of all the Gentoo nations. The fafl on 
which a criminal procefs was founded againll him, 
had then, and for fomc time before, been under 

arrangement by a minute of feme length, in wliich are 
Ihofe remarkable words. — “ He [Mr. Mailings ] thinks it 
•* but jullice to make a dilUnHion between the violation 
“ of a tru/l, and an offence committed againll oiirgovcrn- 
“ ment, by a man who owed it no allegiance, not was in- 
** dehicd for protection ; but, on the contraiy, was the ac- 
** tual fervant and miniller of a mailer whofe intcieft na- 
** turally fuggellcd that kind of policy which fought, by 
“ foreign aids, and the diminution of the power of the 
Con pany, to raife his own confequence, and re-ellablilh 
“ h's nutliority. He has never been charged with any in- 
“ fiflchty fo the Nabob, Mecr Jalhcr, the ronllant tenor 
“ of whofe politics, liom his firll acceflion to the nlzamiit 
“ till his death, conefpond in ail points lo cxatlly with the 
** artifices which were detefled in his miinffcr, that they 
may be a;? fairly aferibed to tile one as to the other ; their 
“ immediate objct:t was, bevond queflion, the aggrandife- 
“ ment of the former, though the latter had ultimately an 
“ equal interefl in their fuccef^. 'I'lie opuuon w'hieli the 
“ Nabob hinifclf entertained of the fci vices, and of the 
“ ficloiily of Nuncomar, evidently appeared, in the diHin- 
“ guifhed maiks which he continucci to Ihcw him of his 
“ favour and confidence to the latcll hour of his life. His 
“ conduct in the fucceeding adminillration appears not 
“ only to have been difdated by the lame principles; but 
“ if we may be allowed to fpeak favourably of any mca- 
** fares which oppofe the views of our own government, 
** and aimed at the fupport of an adverfe interell, furcly it 
^ was not only culpable, but even praiji-wortky.'' 

legal 
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legal inveftigation in a civil fuit, the event of 
which could only be decided by the authenticity 
of the deed which he was charged with having 
forged. In a cafe fo perfeQly new and extraordi- 
nary, why was not the execution of the fentence 
fufpended until his Majefty s pleafure could be 
jvnown. But the Rajah was thus denied a refpitc, 
at the very inftant of arreft under the protedion 
of the board, in the midd of his evidence againd 
the Governor-General, on a charge of betraying the 
confidence of his employers, in taking money from 
the Company’s dependents. Combining all thefecir- 
cumdances together, it will be difficult to confider 
the trial and fate of Nuncomar in any other light 
than a political meafure, tending to deter the na- 
tives from accufing, or even giving evidence of 
corrupt pradiccs againd any Britifh fubjeft in a ft- 
tuation of trud and influence. A management 
thus hodile to the fafety of individuals, contributed 
in a great meafure to render that timid and pa- 
tient people rather referved and didembling, than 
difpofed publickly to complain of abufe, or openly 
to refent injuries, not prompt to difeover fraud, 
extortion, or peculation, but flily to take refuge 
from oppreffion in the obliquities of intrigue, or 
the inlignificance of vaffalage. And fuch were the 
beginnings of that dark, infidious fyftem of dupli- 
city, concealment, inconfidcncy, temerity, and 
breach of faith, which was dedined foon to colour 
and j>ervert all the departments of our Indian go- 
vernment, to invelop in impenetrable mydery the 
mod important and intcreding tranfaftions which 

after- 
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afterwards took place between the Company's fcN 
vants and the country powers, and to involve us 
m a feries of embarraffments from which only fuch 
a combination of contingencies as could neither be 
forefeen nor expc6lcd could deliver. 

Thcfe various apd complicated tranfaftions ap- 
peared, in the reports and accounts of them which 
reached England, in a ftiape perfeftly myfterious 
and unintelligible. All the influence and manage- 
ment of the Governor-General, however, could 
not at that time reconcile the charafleriftic ho- 
nefly of his countrymen to the numerous intrigues 
of which he flood accufed. The inflexible and 
fturdy probity of a Clavering and his colleagues in 
oppofition, commanded fuch a confidence and re- 
fpeS, as could only be diminiflied or loft by an 
almoft total extinflion of public virtue. Mr. Haf- 
tings's fituaiion was now become defperate. His 
projefls were not only fupprefled, and his prero- 
gatives circumfcribcd by a ftubborn majority, but 
the odium raifed againfl him by the natives, in con- 
fcqucncc of his feverities, was become perfonally 
difgufting. In proportion as the dread of liis power 
abated, he was treated with lefs diflinfliop and re- 
fpc6l. His ofRcial duty was rendered irkfomc from 
the (v'ftcmatic animadverfion to which all his aftiong 
were inevitably fubjefted, and his private hours 
were exhaufled in digefting the materials of his 
public defence. It was in thefe circumflances that 
he conceived and executed an experiment in the 
fciencc of politics, which is not furpafled by the 
jnoft celebrated eccentricities in Machiavcl, anc} 

which 
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which leaves all the verfatilities even of our mo^ 
dern ftatefmen at the greateft diftancc. It is for- 
tunate where a perfon fucceeds to a fituation of ex- 
tcnfive authority, when the pofturc of affairs under 
his management correfponds with his talents and 
principles ; but few are the charafters who can 
uniformly accommodate themfelves to the conftant 
viciffitudcs or mutations fo incident to every ftate 
and modification of human life. 

The delinquencies attributed to Mr. Haftings s 
official condu6l, had drawn upon him the cenfure 
of the Court of Dire6lors. This fentence was cor- 
roborated by the unanimous approbation of the 
Proprietors. It had even been rcfolvcd to pre* 
pare an application for Mr. Haftings's difmiffion. 
Another general court was however called on this 
proceeding, and he was openly fupported by acon- 
fiderable majority, who profeffed to entertain a 
good opinion of his abilities and rc6litude of in- 
tention, notwithftanding the cenfure paffed upoq 
him. They feemed difpofed to acquicfcc in what 
had been done, without being felicitous topufh the 
matter farther. The offences fpecified were of a 
very ferious nature, and but recently condemned. 
They did not, therefore, think it politic or decent 
to attack dire£lly the refolution of the Direflors, 
for applying to his Majefty, but were content with 
fimply voting in the ballot, “ That it Ihould be re- 
** confidered.” The confequence was, that the 
bufinefs remained in fufpence for fome months. 

About this time Mr. Lauchlin Maclcancwas de- 
legated from India to England, as the agent both 

of 
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of the Nabpb of Arcot and of Mr. Haftings. On 
the lothof Oftober, <1776, the Goverpor-Generab 
by the agency of this gentleman, lignified to the 
Court of Directors his dcfire to refign his office, 
and requefted their nomination pf afuccefforto the 
vacancy which would by. that means beoccafioned in 
the fupreme council. To a requifition thus ferious, 
important, and unexpected, the Directors hefitatcd, 
until they knew by what authority Mr. Macleane 
aCled fo dccifivc a part, fie alleged, however, 
that the credentials with which he was intrufted, 
by the papers in his cuftody being mixed with other 
matters of a nature extremely confidential, could 
not be produced in open court, but he was ready 
to fubmit them to ^ the infpedion of any three of 
their members they might think eligible for that 
purpofe. A feleCi committee was accordingly ap- 
pointed, tp examine the authenticity and validity 
of a propofition thus repugnant to the whole tenor 
of Mr. Haftings s official condu^:!. The gentlemen 
empowered for this purpofe were, ilie Chairman, 
Deputy Chairman, and Richard B'ccchcr, Efquire; 
who found from the purport of Mr. Haftings s in- 
ftruClions, contained in a writing given to Mr, 
Macleane, and produced by him to them, Mr. 
Haftings declared he would not continue in the 
government of Bengal, unlefs certain conditions 
therein fpecificd could be obtained, of which they 
law no probability. This report was authenticated 
at the fame time by Mr. George Vanfittart, who 
had been prefent when thefe inftruClions were 
given to Mr, Macleane ; ^d Mr, Stewart likewife 

averred, 
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averrcdi that Mr. Haftings declared to him that 
be had given dire6lions to the fame purpofe by 
Mr. Macleane. 

This cautious and punftilious proceeding in the 
Court of Direftors, probably originated in their 
dreading the charge of becoming accomplices to 
an evafion of the a6l, by which Mr. Haftings, re- 
figning the fervicc, would efcape the confcquencc 
attached by law to a dirmiffion. Hitherto he had 
only been fupported by a majority in the General 
Court ; but if on application from the Dire6lors to 
his Majcfty and Ci)uncil, then in contemplation, 
a removal fhould have taken effeft, no interett 
could have pofTibly reftored him. A claufe in the 
Regulating Afl of 1773 precluded for ever his 
return to the Company's fcrvice. Aware of a cir- 
cumftance thus critical, the part they afted was 
lingularly guarded. But nothing being now want- 
ing to their fatisfa^ion, the refignation was for- 
mally accepted. Mr. Wheeler was named to fill 
the vacancy, and prefented for his Majefty's ap- 
probation, which was received. The meafurc was 
complete, and the fituation thus vacated by Mr. 
Hafiings legally filled. The whole proceeding of 
courfc being notified in Bengal, General Clavering, 
as fenior in council, was entitled to fuccecd to the 
office of Governor-General. 

In no part of his official conduct has Mr. llaf- 
tings fubmitted to thofe tics which have always 
been binding on others. On this occafion he em- 
braced the hardy refolution of difavowing his agent, 
denying his letter, and renouncing his friends. — 

When 
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When General Clavering required him to furren- 
der the keys of Fort William, and of the Company 
treafures, he ftoutly refufed compliance, denied that 
his oflBce was vacated, and declared his refolution to 
alTert and maintain his authority by what he tailed 
every legal means. The immediate confequcnce 
of , this unexpeSed pertinacity was an open fchifm 
in council. General Clavering aflerted his right 
to the office, with which he coriceived himfclf le- 
gally and formally invefted by his fuperiors. He 
was ftrenuoufly fupported in thefe pretenfions by 
liis friend Mr. Francis. Colonel Manfon having 
died fome months before, Mr. Harwell adhered to 
Mr. Haftings. Thefe two parties affemblcd fepc- 
rately. A double government of confequcnce 
took place, and every thing was running fall into 
confufion. All authority was for the time fufpend- 
cd. And fo high were thefe dilfcnfions carried by 
the various adherents of the refpcHive claimants, 
that the conteft might have ended in a civil war, 
had not the judges of the fuprcnie court, on a re- 
ference to them, fettled the controverfy, by decid- 
ing ** that the refignation was an invalid aH, and 
that Mr. Haftings was full in the legal poffeffion of 
his place, notwithftanding his fuperiors had aftually 
difpoflefled him on his own terms, and fupplied it 
by a new appointment." It was extraordinary c- 
nough that the nullity of this refignation fiiould 
not have been difeovered in England, where the 
documents and aft authorizing the refignation then 
were, where the agent by whom the mcafurc had 
been formally c.xecuied was, where the evidences 

who 
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)tiho fubftantiated thcfe materials refided, and where 
there was and could be no want of .legal advice, 
either on the part of the Company or the Crown. 
The judges in India,/ however, without any regard 
to the approbation of Majefty, which literally 
made the new appointment his, boldly fuperfeded 
that appointmenty by declaring that the actual af- 
fumption of the government by the member of tlic 
council next in fucceflion to Mr. Haftings, in con- 
fequence of any deduftion which could be made 
from the papers communicated to them^ would be 
abfolutely illegal. 

This decifion was feafonably interpofed, and put 
an immediate end to the divifion in the meeting, 
though not in the minds of the Council. Mr. 
Haftings eagerly grafped the apparent advantage 
which this determination afforded, to fix a ftigma 
on the other party in feveral violent refolutions, 
adopted for the obvious intention of menacing them 
with an cxpulfion from their former fituation in the 
government and fervicc of the Company. 

The management in this whole affair, from firft 
to laft,, appears wonderfully exquifite. To every 
individual whofe fentimcnis did not perfeflly coin- 
cide with thofc of the Governor-General, the dc- 
cifion of the judges, from their known politics, 
could not feem totally devefted of partiality. The 
pafftonatc and extravagant proceedings in the 
council -general, fubfequent to fuch an inftance of 
moderation in General Clavering as the relinquifh- 
ment of claims thus formally eftablifbed, afforded 
the judges an opportunity of affuming an appear- 
ance 
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^nce of that candour which fo well becatrie' their 
charafter, by interpofing their opinion and advice, 
That all parties Ihould be placed in the fame 
** litiiation in which they flood befofe the receipt 
** of the laft advices from England^ referving and 
** fubmitting to a dccifion in England, the refpec- 
tivc claims that each party may conceive they 
have a right to make ; but not afling upon thofd 
** claims till fuch decifion fhall arrive in Bengal.’* 
The confequcnces of thefe train fa6lions were of 
a piece with the principles that produced them. — 
Though Mr. Haflings cenfured the agency of Mac* 
leane as an inllance of the groffeft forgery, he did 
not treat that gentleman as an impoftor. The Di- 
reftors promifed to take thefe extraordinary mca- 
furcs under their moft ferious and earlieft confide- 
fation, and with this declaration appear to have 
clofcd the account, and difmiffed the fubjefl for 
ever. And the members who confeientioufly dif- 
charged their duty in implicitly obeying the orders 
of their employers, continued as ufual to receive 
from time to thne unprofitable applaufe and no 
fupport. 


CHAP. 
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CHAPTER VIIL 

Tbe firjl Marratto H^ar-^Anecdotes of that People-^ 
Interference by the Bomhcy Prejidency in their DiJfcH'^ 
fwns — Treaty tvith Ragoba — Colonel Upton* s Depu- 
tation to Poonah — The Treaty of P oor under— Dif 
fatisfdliions produced by that Event— The Political 
State of India at this Period. 

TPhE three principal intcrefts, which at prefent 
divide and control the empire of Indoftan, are 
the Hindoo, the Mahommedan, and the Britilli. 
The two laft originate and derive all their weight 
and cdablilhmcnt from a feries of ufurpations on 
the firfl, which is native and hereditary : And it 
is owing to the multifarious and difeordant parts 
thefe interells feparately involve, to a total want of 
union in their energies, and to an infinite diver- 
iity in the objects of their refpedtive politics, that 
they have hitherto repelled fucccfsfully the en- 
croachments of each other, and preferved ^eir 
mutual independence ; that a balance of power, 
in fome degree adequate to the regulation and ad- 
juftment of their fcveral claims, ftill operates; and 
that the whole continent of India is not at this 
moment the feat of one gloomy, permancit, and 
univerfal defpotifm. 

The 


S 
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The Mogul empire no longer exifts,. but in 
fragments. The throne of Delhi is annihilated. 
The later ftages of the Mahommcdan policy re- 
femblc thofe difeafcs in the human frame, by 
which the extremities receive unnatural ffrength, 
white the heart is left in a ftatc of debility. The' 
officers of the crown every where accumulated in- 
ordinate wealth, while the general treafury of the 
empire was impoverifhed. Indolence fucceeded to 
venality ; and thofc who had not courage to rebel, 
were at the fame time too lazy to obey. A cruel 
intriguing miniftry diftributed the imperial pre- 
ferments with a wanton extravagance. Aflaflin- 
ation foon became a part of the court fyftem. 
Revolutions in the dlftant provinces were daily ef- 
fefted, by the murder of the refpedtive governors. 
Thofe who fuccccded, warned by the fate of their 
prcdcceflbrs, retained the revenues they were de- 
puted to collcfl:, with the notorious intention of 
thwarting that authority, on which they conti- 
nued to lavifti the moft fpe cions profeffions of at- 
tachment. 

The Marrattos, though not what they once 
were, arc flill formidable, from the fituation and 
extent of their territories, the mildnefs of their 
laws, their mexhauftible rcfources, their nume- 
rous armies, and their manner of making war. 
They inhabit the mountainous and weftern divi- 
fions of the Indian peninfula. By the wifdom of 
their treaties, the force of their arms, and the 
gfylum which refraftory Rajahs and zemindars have 

found 
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found in their proteAion, they have ftretchcd 
their dominions from fea to fea, from Surat to 
the Bay of Bengal, and from the remoteft con- 
fines of Agra, northwards, to the mouth of the 
river Kiftna, on the coaft of Coromandel, includ- 
ing a tradt of country above a thoufand Britifh 
miles long, by not lefs than feven hundred in 
breadth. 

This immenfely extended empire is divided by 
feveral Rajahs, whofe connexion with the Pcifhwa 
or chancellor is like that of the German princes 
with the emperor, merely nominal. In fome 
cafes, an oppofition of intcrcfls produces hoflili- 
ties, not only among the fubordinate members, 
but even the Peiihwa himfelf is not unfreqiiently 
under the neceflity of (landing on his own defence 
againft a combination of his tributaries, A ge- 
neral confederacy of the whole indeed fcldom take* 
place, but when mutual preferratlon is the objedl, 
or on fuch emergencies only as would unite tl>c 
mod difeordant dates.- Few enterprizes of foreign 
conqued or plunder arc of magnitude enough to 
colledt and marfhal their fcattcred and numerous 
forces in one conncdled army, under the general 
ilandard of the empire. 

Their form of government, rather from acci- 
•dent than defign, has of late years become purely 
aridocratic : It is at prefent in the hands of eight 
chi<;f8, who, in the Company's records and other 
Indian documents, are called miniders, to didin- 
guilh them from the Ram R^ah, the nominal fo- 
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vereign, in whofe name all bufmefs is ftill carried 
on, and every legal inftrument authenticated. 
Though veiled with fupreme authority, with the 
abfolute command of the troops, and with the 
foie prerogative of making peace or war, he is 
bound by the Gentoo law to feleft a council of 
afliftance from the moft learned among the Bra- 
mins. Thcfe men, availing thcmfclves of their 
litiiation, have given new energy to their charac- 
ters as politicians, by accommodating the fanc- 
tions of their profcflions as pricils to all the pur- 
jx)rcs of civil government. Being of a call deem- 
ed all over India fuperior to mortals, they are 
objects of the moft facred and univerfal venera- 
tion ; and, taking advantage of the indolence and 
infignificancc which diftinguiftied the reign of a 
former prince, have by degrees ongrofted the 
whole power of the Itate. Superftition, the cha- 
raftcriftic foible of a rude people, extends, con- 
firms, and fandtifics their dominion. 

■ In proportion as the power of the Mogul em- 
pire decrcafed, that of the Marrattos gathered 
llrcngth. Their annual revenues arc cftimaicd at 
feventeen millions fterling ; and arife chiefly from 
the tributary contributions of their various allies 
and dependencies; cfpcciaUy the Rajahs ofOude- 
porc, Joudi>ore, Zegnagur, Bopoul, Narva, Bundle- 
cund, and moft of the richeft principalities which lie 
in the vicinity of the Deccan, and the upper parts 
of the continent ; from duties on fcvcral articles of 
coinr^icrcc, .from plunder, from cuftoms, and 

from 
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from innumerable other refources- The hihab^ 
tants groan under no enormous taxes. The go- 
vernment, infpired by the benignant genius of the 
national religion, is every where lenient and hu- 
mane. No blood is flied, no outrage committed 
againft the privileges of our common nature, but 
in war, and againil an enemy. Their armies per- 
haps are more numerous than thofe in any other 
part of the workh They can bring into the field 
at leak three or four hundred thoufand well- 
appointed cavalry. Their horfes are fleet and 
hardy ; mounted by men accuflomed to war from 
infancy, and trained with indefatigable vigi- 
lance for all the various purpofes of military 
execution. Their hoflile excurfions arc generally 
by parties too inconfiderablc to provoke formal 
rcfillance, and too rapid to be in danger from any 
regular attack. They pour down from the hills 
and forefis of the Deccan, when excited to revenge 
the injuries of the community at large, and fpread 
defiriK^lion in the adjacent countries, with the fu- 
ry and velocity of a whirlwind. 

Under the prcdcccflbr of the prefent Ram Rajah, 
the government was an abfolute monarchy. It 
was under this fimplc form that it’s territories had 
been enlarged ; and that in population, finance, 
and martial reputation, it became fo formidable 
to the peace of India. It was then vigorous and 
profperous in all it’s mcafures ; extended it’s fron- 
tiers in every quarter ; and accumulated ad4itional 
i/eafure and influence, from a conftant accefEon 
,83 of 
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of new fubjedts.and territory. Sahoojei, however, 
was a weak effeminate prince : His predominate 
paffion was indolence : His time was walled among 
buffoons, and in the Haram. To the for<^W in- 
dulgence of a vulgar mind he facrificed his, own 
dignity, and that of his fuccclTor. The Pcilhwa 
ufurped the fovereignty, ellablilhed his refidence 
at Poonah, and fhut up his mailer in Settarah 
(about lixty miles dillant), where Ram Rajah Hill 
lives in the fame torpid fplendour, receives the 
fame infulting homage, and exercifes the fame 
unmeaning formalities of Hate which formerly dif- 
tinguilhed the fupreme magillrate in this mighty 
empire : For though he Hill retains the name of 
fovereign, and invells the Pcilhwa with the forms 
of that office, it is the only aft of fnperiority he 
exerts. Nor has he fo much as an option in the 
nomination, as Bajirow, who full realized the 
power, had the addrefs to render it hereditary in 
his family. This chief left two fons, Balajei Row 
and Ragoba : The one was acknowledged Peilh- 
wa on the death of' his father ; the other had the 
command of a dillant province. Balajei Row died 
when his cldell fon (Madarow) was but eighteen 
years of age, who, notwithllanding, feized the 
reins of adminillration, and promifed to wield 
them with extraordinary Ileadincfs and dexterity. 
Ragoba, on the news of his brother’s death, hall- 
cned to the fccne of aftion, and derhanded the re- 
the natural guardian of his nephew : 
But his claims were rejefted. He next applied to 

the 
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the Subah of the Dcccan, who aflSftcd him to make 
head againft Madarow with a formidable army. 
A battle was fought, in which he had the advan^ 
tage. He was then recalled to Poonah, and in- 
vefted with the Peifhwaihip ; where he became a 
fecond time the vidim of his own, or the in- 
trigues of an interefted junto, who, led on by tha 
mother of the young Pcifhwa, took advantage of 
his inexperience to raife a fadlion againft the uncle. 
Aware of the ftorm, which threatened every mo- 
ment to burft on his head, he was more than ever 
anxious to make his efcape, but was feized in the 
attempt and imprifoned. In this (ituation he re- 
maiiK'd till within a very fliort time of his ne- 
phew’s deceafe. This young man had difeovered, 
in the courfc of a few years, a peculiar capacity 
for government. His mcafures had proved wifa 
and fucccfsful. The career of Hyder Ally's con- 
quells was cffcdlually checked ; and the Marrat- 
tos, under the politics and activity of an cntcr- 
prizing leader, began to co-operate, refumed their 
former prowefs, and recaptured moil of thofc 
territories which, in the period of their debility 
and relaxation, had been violently wrefted from 
them. He was deilined, however, to relinquifh 
the profped of increafing profperity, throughout 
an immenfe and fiouriihing empire, in the twenty- 
fifth year of his age. Before he expired, he called 
his uncle from confinement, and, judging him by 
the gencrofity which warmed his own bread, treated 
him with a confidence fo perfe&ly cordial and 
S 4 fincerc. 
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fincerc, that he configned his brother and fiic- 
ceflbr, Narrain Row, entirely to his care ; and 
carneftly conjured him to take the young Peifhwa 
under his protection. He fucceedcd, accordingly, 
to the management of affairs ; but whether he 
conceived a diflike to his nephew, or was duped 
by the politics of the Bramins, who ftill laboured 
to undermine his influence ; or was not fufficiently 
on his guard againft the infidious artifices of his 
fifter-in-law, who had conceived a diflike to his 
character, and ufed all her addrefs, both in public 
and private, to counteract and circumvent him ; 
or, intoxicated with his recent good fortune, in- 
curred popular odium by arts of oppreflSon ; 
it is impoffiblc to determine, from the obfeurity 
into which the faCt has been thrown by the fo- 
phiftry of party difputants. The machinations of 
his enemies, however, foon prevailed, and he was 
once more deprived of power, and thrown into 
prifon, for concerting a plan, with Hyder Ally, 
for ufurping the government. Gopicaboy was, 
at the fame time, highly incenfed againft him 
for the adoption of a near relation, by which, 
contrary to the cuftom of the Eaft, his riches 
and eventual title to the Piefhwafliip might bo 
transferred to another family. Ragoba in the 
mean while confultcd his friends, or rather the 
enemies of Narrain Row, whofe profligacies eftrang- 
cd from him even the minifters of his own party ; 
and, in concert with them, a plan was formed of 
effecting a revolutknsj which promifed once more 

ta 
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to rcinftatc him in his former ' fituation. Thc^ 
fchemc mod likely to produce this important 
event, was the murder of the young Peifhwa. 
Whether Ragoba was the author of this black ac- 
tion or nor, it was undoubtedly perpetrated with 
his concurrence, as it happened in the apartment 
where Ragoba was confined, and where his un- 
fortunate nephew had fled for refuge. His cha- 
rader became odious and'deteflable in proportioa 
as his guilt was known and credited. His friends 
were unable to withftand the general indignation 
excited by a charge thus marked with ingratitude 
and treachery. The widow of Narrain was foon 
after faid to be delivered of a fon. In confe- 
qucnce of thefe occurrences, Nana, Saccaram, and 
others of the Bramin council, acting in favour 
of the infant Pcilhwa, and availing themfclves 
of Rngoba*s abfence on a remote expedition, 
firengthened their party wfith infinite cagernefs 
and afliduity, and drove him relu(flantly from 
Poonah. Nor was it without manifefl clifiiculty, 
that he eluded the public vcngance, by abandon- 
ing his country, and taking fanftuary'in the pre- 
fidency of Bombay. The immediate- confequcncc 
of his precipitate departure from this theatre of 
intrigue, was the union of Sindia, Holkar. and 
five other Marratto chiefs, with the Bramin con- 
federacy, who, under the denomination of Twelve 
Friendsj or Barrah Bkiy agreed to acknowledge 
the title of the infant prince, for whom they ob- 
tained from the Rajah the Strpazv of office, and 
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to exclude the fugitive uncle from all lharc In 
the future government of the empire. 

In this brief account of the Marrattoa it ought 
not to be forgotten, that the extenfive domi- 
nions of Berar are included. Moodajee Boonlla, 
however, excrcifes an independent fovereignty, 
throughout a populous and extenfive kingdom. 
Kor does he acknowledge any further connexion 
with the Poonah government than his own im- 
mediate intereHs dieftate, or than the remains of 
confanguinity may incline him to cultivate. For 
whatever claims he may have to the fovereignty 
of Poonah, from his relationihip to the family of 
the Ram Rajah, he has given very fubftantial proof, 
that it is no part of his ambition to relinquilh the 
reality for what is no more than the mere fem- 
blance of authority. 

Sindia and Holkar, who trace their pedigree to 
Hendoo kings, of the highcfl anthjuity, divide 
by much the largeft parts of the rich and exten- 
five Subah of Malwa, which border on the Vizier's 
countries to the Eaft, and thofe of Berar to the 
South- weft. The conduft of thefe politic princes 
was to moderate the violence of both parties, and 
IQ commit thcmfelvcs without referve in profecut- 
ing the fehemes of neither. From a regard to 
their own interefts, they were naturally difpofed 
to fupi>ort the balance of diffention, that no 
fide might, from a confeious fuperiority, pre- 
fume to exadt the arrears of their tribute. And 
they probably found themfelves upon the whole 

more 
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more fecute, by thus participating in the gene- 
ral greatncfs of the ffate, and prefiding at the 
head of that ariflocracy, which fince the affaf- 
fination of Narrain Rbw guides all its councils, 
than by taking advantage of its temporary weak- 
nefs, to aim at a precarious independency, under 
the rc{lri(ftion 9 of a contraAed influence in their 
own country. 

Mofl of the other ftates are evidently direfted 
by circumftances and contingency, in adting un-» 
der the control or co-operating in any gene- 
ral plan of condudt with the Poonah governnienf* 
But thefc detached principalities were bound in 
the earlier periods of their hiftory to furnilh on 
emergency, and at the requifition of the fovereign, 
a certain quota of cavalry completely equipped 
for fcrvice. Such feverities were however exer- 
cifed for increafing their armies, as threatened 
the depopulation of the country. Their military 
force confcqucntly no longer confifts in tribu- 
taries, but in allies, who take the field on a fti- 
pulatcd fubfidy. Every cavalier, who flocks to 
the Imperial ftandard, knows his rifk, and is the 
owner both of his horfe and arms. Their mode 
of war, fo habitually diredted to plunder, entices 
into their fcrvice, on any fudden and favourable 
projedt, every adventurer who can procure a 
horfe. But, as the horfe is often the whole of a 
Mar tattoos property and fortune, they folicitoufly 
avoid all regular conflidls with difeiplifted troops, 
and before whom, for the fame reafon, their flight 
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is no proof either of their defeat or difperficn* 
They move from country to country, and change 
their fituations with incredible expedition ; take 
both their food and fleep on horfcback; rufli 
eagerly into the field at the fummons of their feve* 
ral chieftains, and in their progrefs fweep every 
thing before them with the rapidity of a torrent. 
Their principal ftrength however confifts in what 
are called the houfchold troops or private cavalry, 
who are commanded by the Paha Sidars, and 
whofe horfes and accoutrements arc the property 
of the ftate. It is their conftant and univcrfal 
pradticc to return home at the end of each cam- 
paign with their booty, except a few felcft bodies, 
who arc h\ fadt the pcrfonal guards of their 
princes and great men. 

The Bombay prefidcncy, by efpoufing the caufc 
ot Ragoba, incenfed this powerful and martial 
people to regard the Britifii interefis, in every 
part of India, with fentiments of deliberate and 
inveterate antipathy. They difeerned the infidious 
policy of the Company's fervants, in availing 
thcmfelvcs of their family diffenfions ; and wxre 
eager to prevent the injuries which it indicated. 
Conlhuing the orders of the Diredtors with the 
lame libcraiiiy which had uniformly been done in 
the other prcfidcncies, the Bombay council did 
not conceive themfclvcs prohibited abfolutcly 
from hoftilities, but immediately prepared for 
war, in the prefumption, at leaft, that an addi- 
tion of treafurc or territory would compenfate 

with 
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with fotne, for what might appear tb others an 
inftance of delinquency. The Direaorsi in their 
general letter, fo early as the year 1769, obferve 
TO their fervants, on this fettlement, That Sal- 
fette and Baflein, with their dependencies, and 
“ the Marratto proportion of the Surat provinces, 
were all that they fought for on that fide of 
India.” The reigning junto in Poonah, fore- 
feeing the difficulty of defeating the machinations 
of Ragoba, while the Englifii perfifted in afford- 
ing him protection, was prepared for the confe- 
(juence. Nor were the prefident and council dif- 
pofed to omit fo favourable an opportunity of 
trying their fortune in war, of gratifying their 
ow!\ ambition, and of realizing the wilhes of their 
employers, by feizing the territories they were 
fo anxious to pofibfs. They confequently invaded, 
under various pretexts, fuch portions of the enetny's 
country as lay moft contiguous to Bombay, The 
firft firokc is often dccifivc on the fate of a cam- 
paign. The Rajah was, in fomc degree, furprifed, 
though he defended himfclf with unexpected vi- 
gour and add refs. Our operations being con- 
fined, for the moH: part, to the fea-coaft, the 
promptitude of the marine and artillery was, on 
every ocC'afion, attended with the bed effeCl. A 
demand having been made upon the Nabob of 
Broach, in April 1771, for a confidcrable fum, 
arifing from arrears of tribute, and an overcharge 
in the cuftoms on merchants trading under the 
Company's protection, for years, an. expedition 
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at the fame time, undertaken againft the 
place, to force a compliance with that requifition. 
This attempt, however, being fruftrated, the Na- 
bob had vifited Bombay in the interim, and com- 
promifed the difference. But the terms to which 
he agreed were feduloufly eluded on his part; 
and the council thought their honour interefted 
in feeing them realized. This produced a fecond 
enterprize ; in which, though fuccefsful, the lofs 
X)f Colonel Wedderburne, an officer of difiinguifhed 
merit, was confidered as a misfortune which more 
than counterbalanced all the advantage of the 
capture. Baffein, the ifland of Salfcttc, and a 
few fmaller ones, were foon after reduced. Other 
acquifitions were alfo made by General Gordon, 
who had fucceded Colonel Wedderburnc in the 
command. Thefe proceedings originated in an 
apprehenfion, whether well or ill founded, that 
the Portugueze were meditating the recovery of 
the dominions they had formerly poflefled, efpe- 
cially Salfette and Baffein ; places of the greater 
confequence to the Bombay eflablifliment, as the 
inhabitants were almoft fupplied with provifions 
from the one, and their dockyard, the only one 
belonging to the Company in India, with timber 
from the other. 

In the mean time, the prefidency of Madras 
entered into a frefh agreement with Ragoba, by 
which he ftipulated the ceffion of fome valuable 
territories, for which they were to furnifb him 
with two thoufand five hundred of the Company's 

sroops ; 
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troops ; whofe fervice, in his behalf, was alfo to 
be entirely at his expence. Thefe forces, under 
the command of Colonel Keating, were inftantly 
embarked for Surat, and ordered to join Ragoba„ 
who menaced Broderch, at the head of forty thou- 
fand horfe. While in this pofition, however, the 
enemy, by an unexpc<fted attack, gave him a 
complete defeat, obliged him to raife 'the fiege 
precipitately^ and to retreat with only about a. 
rhoufand horfe. He fled to Cambay,, but was de- 
nied admittance. He next made the befl: of his- 
way to Bownagar, and from thence, in a galliot, 
came to Surat. The confederate army lay between 
Ragoba and Keating, and ftruggled, though with^ 
out fuccefs, to prevent their junction, which took 
place on the 19th of April, 1775. About this 
time great dilTenfions prevailed among the mini- 
fters and their aflbeiated chiefs. Moodajee Sin- 
dia openly deferred their caufe, and carried with 
him, to his owri country, twelve thoufand horfe ; 
the flneerity of Holkar was doubted, and his mo- 
tions were watched with fufpicion ; the Nizam did 
not fulfil his engagements ; and their ally, Sha- 
bagee, who had fuccccded fo far in a conteft with 
his brother, Moodajee Boonfla, as to beat him in 
a pitched battle, and make him prifbner, was 
found, next morning, dead in bed. Thcfc mor- 
tifying circumflanccs to the Poonah junto gave 
M aufpicious afpeft to the fortunes of Ragoba, 
whofe want of money feemed, at this time, his 
only difficulty. It was not till the middle of next 

month 
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month that an engagement took place between 
the two armies, when the forces under Keating 
and Ragoba fuffered confiderabiy, from an unfor- 
tunate order, ill repeated perhaps, and not well 
underftood, to feize fome of the enemy’s guns. 
The firft company of European grenadiers, turn- 
ing rather precipately to the right, were obliged 
to retreat. They were followed by the Madras 
infantry, and thefe by feveral companies of fe- 
poys. In fcrambling through fome. broken hedges, 
they were in too great a hurry to keep their ranks. 
.At that moment a body of horfe charged them 
with fury and fuccefs. They were inllantly in 
confufion, fled on all fidcs, and could not be ral- 
lied and brought again to the attack, even by the 
commander in chief. Many officers fell ; and the 
flaughter mull have been general but for the ar- 
tillery, which, being turned againfl the Marrattos, 
who crowded with great intrepidity wherever the 
battle raged moft, foon dirpcrled them. This 
was the only lofs we fuflained. The number of 
men, horfes, and elephants, wffiich were killed of 
the enemy, fo effectually damped their fpirits, that 
they cautioufly ever after avoided a regular en- 
gagement. The combined troops kept up the 
purfuit, but never overtook them till fome weeks 
afterwards, when they doled in with their rear^ 
killed many of their men, drove vaft numbers of 
their horfe and camels into the fea, and deftroyed 
their cannon. 


Tutty 
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Futty Singi ,who had 6 dcd with the confede-^ ^ 
ratas aga'mft RAgpba and the En^Uih at the com- 
mencement of hoftiUties, was one of thofe dif- 
coatcnted chiefs who had deferted the party. He 
was influenced by the common politics of Afw, 
and of mankind, in giving that intereft the pre- 
ference, which was likely to prove the ftrongefl. 
The profperity which began to attend the affairs of 
Ragoba determined him to conclude an agreement 
with that chief, through the agency of the Eng- 
Hlh, to whom he not only confirmed thofe grants 
which Ragoba had made in the country, under 
his government, but ceded to them, at the fame 
time, an annuity of eighteen thoufand pounds. 
He fubmitted to pay Ragoba the ufual tribute, to 
furnifh him the aid claimed by the Durbar of 
Poonah, and, what was of ntoft material impor- 
tance at this crifis, to pay him twenty-fix lacks 
of rupees, within the fpace of fixty days. This 
advantageous treaty of peace and alliance was 
concluded in the month of July. The affairs of 
the Company, at the fame time, were equally 
profperous by fea as by land. The Poonah ad- 
miniftration had, early in the campaign, equip- 
ped a fquadron, confifting of five (hips ; one of 
forty-fix, two of thirty-two, and two of twenty- 
fix guns ; with ten gallawats dr fmall armed vef- 
fcls. Thefe were deftined to intercept the Brtttfh 
trade, and infeft thofe feas and coafls where they 
were likely to do us moft mifehief, and fecuve for 
themfelves the whole booty. But Cotxutiodora 
T John 
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John Moore foon fell in with thcm> and gave them 
a total overthrow- In this manner were the ene- 
my’s fchemes every where defeated, and thofe 
of Ragoba crowned with fuccefs. The friends 
and adherents of the confederacy became unftable, 
and difperfed in proportion as the preffure of thofe 
accumulating misfortunes operated on the public. 
The promife of large fums, which had allured the 
Nabobs and Rajahs who had fought their battles, 
to exchange domeftic tranquillity for the perils 
and fatigues of war, was not punftually dif- 
charged. The troops were clamorous for their 
pay, and their leaders were naturally difgufted 
with a lofing caufe. Furkia, the general, found 
his fituation peculiarly critical and hazardous. The 
chiefs were mutinous, and his rclburces were ex- 
haufted. Thofe who had loft their horfes loudly 
demanded their ftipulated hire of their refpeftive 
leaders, who prefled in their turns the command- 
der in chief; and thc*iharfts or bankers had al- 
ready refufed to anfwcr his drafts. Thefc dif- 
trefles very confiderably incrcafed the diftradtionS 
in the Durbar. Saccaram and Nana had dif- 
patched Vakeels, or commiflroners, to treat of an 
accommodation with the prefidcncy. Thefc were 
to aft feparately. One of them fell fick on his 
arrival. Before his recovery, the prefidcnt like- 
wife became fo ill, that he was utterly unfit 
for all public bufinefs. And the council were 
cautious of difeovering any unnecefTary eagernefs 
for i>cace, as fuch a fentiment, on fuch a critical 

occaiion^ 
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occafion,- would hare been fiifccptible of a moft 
improper conftru^lion, and might have inclined 
the cnemy^s Vakeel to demand terms infinitely 
more advantageous than thofc ultimately intended 
by the commiflion. 

Thus circumftanced were the prefidency of 
Bombay, Ragoba, and the Marratto ftates, when 
pofitive orders arrived from the governor-general 
and council of Bengal, to withdraw the troops, 
and put an immediate end to all hoftilities with 
the Poonah adminiftraton. The majority fecnied 
pcrfeftly rcfolvcd to realize that pacific fyftcm on 
which they avowedly aO:l:cd, wherever their in- 
fluence extended. They had left England in the 
expeftation of finding all the Company's fettle*^ 
ments in a flatc of friendfhip or neutrality with 
every power in India. It was not without con- 
fiderable furprife and concern, that the j>olitics of 
the preceding adminiftration in Bengal had un- 
deceived them ; and that, in proportion as their 
acquaintance with fadVs improved, the Company's 
affairs every where afTumed a very different 
afpcdl. And the fame pripciplcs, which deter- 
mined their opinion of the motives, objcdl and 
confcquenccs of the Rohilla war, wxrc now 
brought forward to criminate that which the 
prefidency of Bombay had commenced againft the 
Marrattos. 

From rhe moment the fupreme government 
had been formally announced, as direded by aft 
of parliament, to the feveral prcfidenclcs, that 
T % liberal 
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liberal and implicit confidence, which ought to 
be reciprocal and unreferved among all the 
branches of the executive power, Teems to have 
been wanting in the prefidency of Bombay. 
They did not formally difavow their fubordinatc 
capacity^ difpute the fupremacy of the gover- 
nor-general and council, or fignify in exprefs terms 
their difapprobation of the new government. But, 
had they refolvcd to fubftantiate every allegation 
againft the Company's fervants abroad, which 
had rendered them fo odious among their coun- 
trymen at home ; had they been previoufly ac- 
quainted with the rigidly inoffenfive fyftem, which 
a majority of the fupremc council thought it their 
duty to maintain, and under the flrongeft obligations 
to countcradl its operations ; or had they pre-con- 
certed a feheme of fatiating their ambition as 
effcftually as ever, in a wanton defiance of the 
Icgiflaturc, by taking advantage of their diftant 
fituation, to indulge their temerity before they 
could feel the influence of that control, under 
which, in the, inftance of making peace and war, 
they were henceforth deftined to adt ; it is difficult 
to conceive what mcafures better calculated for 
anfwcring thefe views could have been devifed or 
adopted. Their manner of confulting the opi- 
nion of the fupreme government rendered their 
cordial acquicfcence in its authority extremely fuf- 
piclous. They imparted no intelligence of their 
proceedings but fuch as they could not withhold. 
The news of their military operations generally 

reached 
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Tcached Bengal long before any official difpatchet 
were received. And thefe were drawn up with fo 
little precifion and minutenefs, that they af- 
forded no fatisfaftory information on the fpecific 
matters they profeffed to explain. When a battle 
was fought, a movement made, or a refolution 
formed, they barely ftated the fadt, without any 
detail of thofe circumllances on which a proper 
conception of it depended. Nor were their com- 
munications more fprring than dilatory, as if the 
fupreme council had no intcrefl in the knowlege 
of any of their fchemes until they were finally 
executed. They were therefore repeatedly re- 
quired to give ample and immediate informa- 
tion of their political fituation, as the moft par- 
ticular account of all the events which had 
happened, or might occur to the interefts of the 
Company in that quarter, was expedted by the 
new adminifiration, who were under the ncceflity 
of remaining inacflivc till they heard from Bombay. 

Orders to this effedt, and prohibiting in ex- 
prefs terms the fpecific meafures then carrying 
on, were fent to Bombay, early in 1775. To 
thefe no anfwer was received for nearly the 
ipacc of three months ; when their agreement and 
co-operation with Ragoba, with the foie view of 
.acquiring territory, were explicitly avowed. Mr^ 
Hafiings on this occafion entered a very formal 
and elaborate difapprobation of the fyftcm which 
predominated in the prcfidency of Bombay. He 
cjondcrancd the hoftilitiet in which they were en*- 
T 3 gaged 
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gaged, as impolitic, unjuft and unauthorized. In 
his opinion, the whole burden of the war was 
thrown on the Company ; no injury had been 
received from the Marratto ftates ; and the late 
ait of parliament had vefted the fupreme council 
with the foie authority of treating with the powers 
of Indoftan. Nor did he approve of fending the 
Company’s troops to fuch a diftance from the pre- 
fidcncy, as an enterprizing enemy might have 
taken that opportunity of ftorming the fettlement. 
He owned, ■**at the fame time, the extreme diffi- 
culty of framing fuch orders as the peculiarity 
of their fituation might require. The original 
ftate of things could not be replaced ; his know- 
ledge of circumftances, for the moft notorious 
rcafons, could not be correft ; and he doubted 
whether the recal of the troops from Ragoba, at 
all events, was either fafe or pradicablc. He 
conlcqucntly propofed, that the orders for the re- 
treat of the army ffiould be limited by thefe ex- 
ceptions ; if the combined forces Ihould have ob- 
tained any dccifive advantages ; if the fituation 
of our detachment was fuch as to make the 
recal dangerous ; and if a negociation was adhj- 
ftlly on foot between Ragoba and his opponents. 
His opinion was fuggefted under thefe reftridtions ; 
betiaufe, under the prefent unfortunate dilemma, 
he faw no option but that of the leaft evil. 

The majority, notwithftanding, agreed to with-' 
draw tl:^ troops, without regard to any confider^ 
ittion but that of their (afety ; to open a negoci** 

atiou 
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ation with the ruling party at Poonah ; to inform 
the Bombay council of their refolution ; to en- 
join their cordial reception of any pacific over- 
tures which might be made to them ; and to treat 
on thefc preliminaries only, that an immediate 
fufpcnfion of hoftilitics fhould take place, and 
the iflands of Salfette and BafTein be confirmed 
to the Company. Colonel Upton was confe- 
quently ap|K)inted to execute this delicate and 
important bufinefs with the Poonah minifters. 
He was inftrudtcd to apologize, in the name of 
the fupreme council, for the hoftile conduct of 
the Bombay prefidency in thus wantonly taking 
up arms in matters which did not concern them ; 
to difavow the treaty which, without their know- 
ledge or confent, had been entered into with Ra- 
goba ; and to exprefs the moft fmcere and earneft 
dcfire, on their part, of eftablifhing a lafting 
peace with the Durbar ; to excufe the feizure of 
Salfette and BafTein, on the principle of its other- 
wife falling into the hands of the Portugueze ; 
and the impoffibility of refioring it without per- 
miflion from the Dircdlors; to inform them of 
the orders given for withdrawing our troops from 
Ragoba ; and to include him, if pofliblc, in the 
treaty. The board rcfolvcd, at the fame time, 
p render this million ufeful in other refpe^ts, and 
to take that opportunity of furveying the penin- 
fula of India, and of afeertaining the geometrical 
diflanccs of places through which Colonel Upton 
ihould pafs ; and a gentleman pf fcieoce was ap- 
T 4 pointed 



2So TRANSACTIONS IN INDIA. 

pointed to attend him for that purpofe. Letters ' 
were alfo written 'to the Poonah minifter, an« 
nouncing the colonel’s departure. Saccaram, who 
led the Poonah fadion at this time, had arifen 
from fuch a ftate of original obfcnrity and want, 
as prevented his receiving the very rudiments of 
education. Though, in fad, premier of one of 
the grcatefl dates in the world; he could neither 
read nor write. Unfortunately the Bramin, who 
afted as his confidential fecrctary, had been go- . 
vernor of the province in which the late captures, 
made by the Company’s forces, were fituatcd. 
Frcfh inftrudions were' therefore difpatched to 
their Vakeels at Bombay, which arrived before they 
had declared in form the original purport of 
their miffion. They now infifted on having the 
perfon of Ragoba delivered into their hands ; the 
immediate reftoration of Salfcttc ; and the com- 
plete evacuation of every other place we had 
wrellcd from them. They promifed, in return, 
to make fomc pecuniary compenfation for the ex- 
pcnces we had incurred. It ought to be con- 
fidercd, that hoftilities began with us ; that we 
had received no provocation from the Marrattos ; 
that they had a right to d<;mand their own do- 
minions ; that thefe were not the lefs their’s for 
our having taken forcible pofleffion of them ; that 
their moderation was fuificicntly evinced by con- 
fining their claims to a ftriifl reftitution ; and that 
the reimburfement they ofibred, not only proved 
bow finccrcly they were difpofed to negociate, but; 

waj 
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was an article we had no ride, in juftice, to ex- 
peft. Thelib arc the terms, however, which the 
advocates for the purity of Afiatic policy would 
reprefent as hard and inddmiffible. It is thus 
they would decide the differences of nations, on 
maxims which tear up, by the roots, every bar- 
rier of property, and outrage all the feelings and 
principles of equity between man and man. 

Under the influence of the fame fatal fyftem, 
the profperous Situation of the prefidency, and of 
their ally’s affairs, at this precife period, was 
eagerly brought forward, as an unanfwerable ar- 
gument for a vigorous profecution of the war. 
Thunderffruck by the peremptory orders of the 
fupreme council for the immediate recal of the 
detachment which co-operated with Ragoba, and 
the uncxpedled embaffy of Colonel Upton to the 
court of Poonah, in their anfvver to the official 
difpatchcs which brought the mortifying intelli- 
gence, the gentlemen of Bombay exprefs the 
highell concern at the meafures preferibed for 
cffecling a general pacification ; and fignify their 
apprehenfions, that the interefts of the Company 
would receive the mod effential injury by the 
adoption of a plan which, at the fame time, fixed 
indelible difgracc on the prefidency. I'hey juffi- 
fied their interference with the domcffic quarrels 
of the Marratto dates, from the ncceffity they 
were under of openly vindicating their feizure of 
Salfettc. They preferred the caufc of Ragoba, 
notwithdanding the atrocious treachery and mur- 
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dcr for which he was expelled by his countrymen; 
and afiTjfted him with, their troops, bccaufe he 
gave the Company the right of acquiring a re- 
venue of two hundred and fifty thoufand pounds 
per annum. They even aflerted the propriety a^d 
juflice of making war, in this manner, on the re- 
bellious fubjedts of their ally. And they prefs 
the indignity done them, in not intruding the ne- 
gociation to one of their number ; alledging the 
facility of having accomplilhed it on the mod 
honourable and advantageous terms, but for the 
information thus officially given to the Poonah 
government of the Company's eagernefs to obtain 
peace. 

Not fatlsfied with having remondrated in thefe 
terms, they deputed Mr. Taylor, a member of 
the felc^t committee, to date their complaints, in 
perfon, before the board. He, therefore, pre- 
fented a memorial, which contains, in additior^ 
to the arguments on which the Bombay prefidcncy 
ground their proceedings in their engagement 
with Ragoba, a variety of political reafoning 
againd the interruption given to them by the re- 
folution and orders of the fupreme council ; an 
introdudVory account of the Marratto date ; the rife 
and cdablifliincnt of the Peifliwa’s power; the 
contiguity and connexion, in policy and com- 
merce, with the Company's poffeffions in the Wed 
of India ; the dominions or didridls held by the 
great chiefs of the nation ; in what degree depen- 
dent on the Poonah government, particularly the 

Boonflas^ 
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BoonilaS) the Guicawars, and Sindia and Holkar; 
thofe various events and intrigues which occa- 
fioned the divifions in the Peilhwa’s family, ahd 
by that means involved the prefidency of Bom<* 
bay in their quarrels ; the comparative fituation 
and force of the contending parties in the war, at 
the time when hoftilities ceafed i and the probable 
difpofition of the Nizam and Hyder Ally during 
thefe diftnrbances. He gives alfo an exaft deferip- 
tioii of the fituation, revenue, and other productive 
advantages, arifing from the fcveral cedions pf ter- 
ritory made by Ragoba and Futty Sing. He 
urges, in ftrong and earncfl terms, the dangerous 
and dirgracefiil confcquenccs of declaring a treaty, 
thus benciici.d., invalid and null ; efpecially as it 
might in;|)ol Ragoba to throw himfelf, for 
affiftance, on other powers. He concludes by 
ftrenuoufly infilling, that, whether it Ihould be re- 
folved to terminate thefe affairs by arms or nego- 
ciation, it was abfolutely expedient to revoke the 
orders for withdrawing the troops. 

The board having confidered the queflion, whe- 
ther their former orders ihould be enforced, or for 
the prefent fufpended, the original refolution was 
confirmed, except that it was agreed to leave the 
option with the prpfident and council of Bombay, 
to withdraw their troops into fuch of their gar- 
rifons as they might chufe, Mr. Taylor, with no 
better fuccefs, after fignifying the utmoft concern 
at the determination of the board, deiired, in a 
iubfequent paper, u> add a further reprefcj^tatson of 

the 
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the very grea^ dilhonour the Bombay counctl'ivtHild 
fuffer from intruding the condudt of the ncgocU 
ation with an entire ftranger. He put them in 
mind that one of their board had been appointed 
by the Company themfelves to refide at Poonah, 
with particular inftru(3:ions and powers for negoci- 
ation with Madarow, the then Piclhwa ; and 
that, from their' knowledge of the views, connec- 
tions, and intcrefts of the different perfons in the 
Poonah Durbar, they mud he bed qualified to 
tranfadl fuch matters ; and that they Ihould all be 
animated by zeal for the honour and intereft of 
their employers, and would pay implicit obe- 
dience to whatever dire<3:ior\s they might receive 
from the fupreme council in managing this im- 
portant meafurc. Mr. Taylor was, however, 
given to underdand, that the fupreme council 
could not agree to repeal or change the appoint- 
ment of Colonel Upton, confidently with the re- 
folutions which they had publicly fignified to the 
miniders at Poonah ; but that they by no means 
intended to throw any flight on the prefidency of 
Bombay, which they lliould always endeavour to 
protect from every fpccics of indignity or did 
rclpedt. 

fn the mean time. Colonel Upton proceeded 
acrois the continent, and encountered, in his way, 
a great variety of difficulties. Hiscorrefpondence, 
from the different dages of his journey, exhibit a 
mod unplcafant account of the didrefs and confu- 
fion of the countries through which he paffed. 

Notwichdanding 
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Notwithftanding frequent affurances from the court- 
of Poonah, that orders had been given to faci- 
litate his route through the Marratto dominions, 
by feveral accounts received in Bengal, that fadt 
appeared very doubtful. He received, as he palled 
through Benares, a letter from the Poonah mw 
nifler, written in a (lile fo little flattering to the 
objedt of his embaffy, that he deemed it neceflary 
to complain of It to his fuperiors. He. aferibed 
the delay of his journey to the inattention of the 
Durbar, from whom he had received no regular 
advices, and who had not even appriled the Sir- 
dars of the different diflridts of the bufinefs on 
which he was deputed, and of his travelling 
through their country, which he found every where 
in arms ; he was nearly fix months on this tedious 
and perilous journey. By means of his route, a 
geographical line was firft drawn actofs the conti- 
nent of India, through the principal places or 
points betw'een Agra and Poonah ; and which, by 
cffablifhing a great many capital and interefting 
geometrical pofitions, has become a fund of the 
bell local intelligence, and confiderably enriched 
the fcicnce of geography. 

The colonel, who had fet out on the loth of 
July, did not arrive at Poonah till the 30th of De- 
cember, 1773. His reception was equal to the 
magnitude of the objeds he was deputed to ad- 
drefs. He found the internal commotions, which 
agitated the Marratto Bates, pregnant with rup- 
tures in almoft every quarter of that mighty em- 
pire. 
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pbc* The pofthumous fon of Narrain Row had 
fruftrated the machinations of Ragoba, who 
wiihed to have cxtinguilhed his brother's line* 
The infant being forthwith proclaimed Peifliwa, 
&ccaram Pundit, and Nana Furnefe, were confti- 
tuted the afting minifters or regents for carrying 
^n the afiairs of ftate in his name. Nor were the 
partizans of Ragoba inattentive to the various 
fhapes which the afped of public bulinefs was ac- 
cuftbmed to affume, under fccnes thus fluctuating 
ahd embroiled. By artfully inflaming the proud 
ambitious views of the feveral chiefs, and ex- 
citing their perfonal jealoufies againft each other, 
they kept the minifterial party in a perpetual fer- 
ment, and rendered many of their moft eflential 
exertions in the fervice of the public odious or 
abortive* 

The proportions, which Upton laid before the 
Durbar, were not altogether, or at once, unex- 
ceptionable. The temerity of the prefidency in 
Bombay had offended the minifters, almoft be- 
yond the poflibility of forgivenefs. The compli- 
cated fyftem, under which the Englifli afted, pro- 
bably ftruck them as precarious and equivocal* 
They had feen the favourite meafures of the Bom- 
bay gentlemen controlled by the fupremc coun- 
cil of Bengal. Thefe they knew to be no more 
than the fervants of a trading company, who, 
in common with the whole body they employed^ 
were rcfponfiWe for whatever they did to the 
Britilh legiflature. Involved in a variety of fuch 
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embaiTtffitig circumftancci, they reg^ded^ ac 
leaft in the feft inftance^ the overtures of the fu- 
preme councily with a rcferve which bordered da 
averfion* A debate immediately aroie in the Dur* 
bar, from Colonel Upton being inltruftedto infill 
on the lignatures of all the chiefs, individually^ 
to whatever engagements might take place between 
them. The minifterial party, though obvioufly 
ftrong, feemedyet not a little delifous to haliea 
the conclufion of a peace. The condudl of the 
Bombay forces appeared to them, however, not 
without fufpicion. They infilled the more ex- 
plicitly on the equivocal fituation of ours, that 
they gave the moll fatisfying afiiirances, that the 
behaviour of their own was llri<ftly pacific. The 
prefidency of Bombay, at the fame time, as if 
they intended utterly to deftroy every fymptom of 
returning friendlhip, advifed Ragoba to accom* 
pany the Britilh troops, with fuch of his army as 
he might be able to maintain, in order to avoid the 
evil effedis of a reparation. They were alfo pre* 
vailed upon, by his earnell entreaties, to agree, 
that both armies Ihould remain at Corradc, a place 
in the neighbourhood of Surat, belonging to the 
Nabob, until orders Hill more peremptory Ihould 
arrive from Bengal; as Ragoba might be totally 
deferted when thus abandoned by them. I'hdc 
motions of the troops were by no means calculated 
to facilitate the ncgociation, or reconcile the Mar-- 
ractosro an implicit confidence in the declarations 
of EngUflunen. Indeed, they had been taught 
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to cxpcft that Colonel Upton was empowered to 
treat with them on equal terms, without making 
any demands whatever. They were much againft 
allowing the further poffeffion of Salfette, or 
agreeing to the furrender of BalTein. They pro- 
bably did not conceive it polEble, that, without 
a better claim, our commiffioner could be author 
rized to urge a condition, which in the eftimation 
of common juftice was abfurd and ridiculous. 
And they afked him, as he oblerves, a thoufand 
times, why we made fuch profeffions of honour, 
and difproved the war entered into by the Bombay 
government, while fo defirous of availing our- 
felves of its advantages. They fay, the governor- 
general and council of Calcutta have deputed you 
to negociate with us on terms honourable to both 
nations, yet all advantage and honour is confined 
to yourfelves. 

He informed the board, that he mufi be fatif- 
fied with a faftory inftead of Baflein ; that he 
fliould infill on retaining Salfette, though an end 
to the treaty Ihould follow their refufal of an ac- 
quiefcence ; that they acknowledged no grants in 
any part of the Guzurat to be valid but their 
own; that a certain flipend, and number of at- 
tendants, would be allowed to Ragoba ; and that 
the frequent reports, of the deplorable fituation 
to which the reigning party were reduced, were 
unfounded, as they flill had a numerous army, 
no want of money, and were in alliance with the 

Nizam, 
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Nizam, who had lately fcnt a large body of 
horfe to join their forces. 

Mr. Taylor, who was dill at Calcutta, repeat- 
ing, both in public and private, the fame dale 
unavailing plea agalnd the majority, which had 
brought him from Bombay, embraced this op- 
portunity of giving into the board a frefli rcmoii* 
drance ; in which he roundly adopted the confi- 
dent adcrtions of the prcfidency, concerning the 
favourable fituation of Ragoba’s affairs ; and fup- 
ported their arguments for preferring, even on 
political motives, a treaty with him, to any that 
might be fettled with his opponents. And that 
he might defeat the imprcflions of Colonel Up- 
ton’s reprefentations, he adds with peculiar 
direwdnefs, that the colonel dated -from the 
fort of Poorunder, where he is furrounded by 
the miniders and their creatures, whofe intcred 
‘‘ it is to mifinform him with refi>e(ft to their own 
drength and importance, and to fecrctc from 
him every circumdance favourable to Ragoba 
and his partizans. Their patience, fkill and 
diflimulation, in condudling political ncgocia- 
tions, are well known in India. It is almodufelefs 
to infid on the different credulity that is due to 
the information collected under thefe difadvan- 
“ tages, and thofe communicated by gentlemen 
“ in whofe honour you have a fccurity from in- 
‘‘ tcntional deceit, and whofe caution is war- 
ranted by the danger they incur, Ihould their 
ill-grounded intelligence miflead you into mea- 
U furea 
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** fares that might not other wife be deemed ex- 

pedient.” 

This tirefome negociation being procraflinated 
to fuch a length, as rendered the pacific inten- 
tions of the Poonah miniftry fufpicious, even 
to the majority, , it was at laft unanimoully 
agreed, by the governor-general and council, to 
direft Colonel Upton, in cafe he had not already 
concluded a treaty, to conform to his former in- 
ftrudtions ; and that, if the Poonah government 
did not accede to the overtures implied in thefe, 
he jfhould demand his drfmiffion, and retire to 
Bombay within fix days after the receipt of thefe 
orders. The very next day, however, a letter 
was received by the board from Colonel Upton, 
which informed them,^that all hope of conclud- 
ing a treaty was at an end. The fupreme coun- 
cil immediately refolvcd, that though the abrupt 
declaration of the miniftry might be only a feint, 
to try what impreffion it might make on the 
coloncrs mind to fupport a renewal of the war, 
it was neceffary to provide the means of condudt- 
ing it with the greateft probability of fuccefs. They 
were at the fame time agreed to acquaint the 
fcveral prefidencies, and their different dependen- 
cies, of the hoftile fituation to which the affairs 
of the Company were reduced. To the prefident 
and council of Bombay in particular, while they 
declared themfelves not refponfible for the mea- 
fures which had involved the Company in this 
quarrel, they rclcafcd that government from the 

reftridliona 
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reftriaions which they had laid upon the opera- 
tions of their army, and authorized them to give 
the moft effedtual fupport .to Ragoba, inftrufting 
them to affign the command of the troops to Ge- 
neral Gordon, whom alone they deemed fit to be 
intruded with a charge of fuch confequence. 

All thefe preparatory refolutions for war, how- 
ever, by the receipt of a letter from Colonel Up- 
ton, dated the 24th of February [1776] were 
converted into an immediate determination to 
revoke them, as he informed the board, that cer- 
tain articles were agreed upon between him and 
the minifters, which would be ready for tranf- 
mifTion in a few days. Thcfc were difpatched from 
Poonah, to the fuprcnie government, the firft of 
the following month ; when the colonel acquainted 
them of fevcral particulars in regard to the difficul- 
ties he had experienced in arranging the plan, 
the terms, and the dile of the pacification, and of 
the further deps he ffiould take in accomodating 
all remaining points of doubt or difference, efpe- 
cially the quedion about the ceffion made by 
F utty Sing in the Guzurat country. 

The advantageous acquifitions which were fe- 
cured to the Company by this treaty, were Salfcttc 
and the adjacent ifiands in the bay of Bombay, 
the city and Purgunnah of Broach, without par^ 
ticipation or claim of any kind, and a confidcrablc 
didridt in the neighbourhood. The whole pro- 
duced above an hundred thoufand ^x)unds of clear 
.annual revenue. It difannullcd all preceding 
U z treaties 
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treaties made by the Bombay council with Ragoba 
or Futty Sing; revoked the feveral ceffions of 
thofe chiefs to the Englllh ; obliged the troops of 
Ragoba to difperfe, and our’s to retire within the 
limits of the prefidency ; provided him with an 
afylum in the heart of the Marratto dominions, a 
body guard, domeftics, and a revenue adequate to 
his rank ; bound up the Englifh from affording 
him, or any perfon diflurbing the peace of the 
Marratto dates, the lead fnpport or countenance 
whatever ; and engaged to indemnify the Company 
for the expences occadoned by the war, with the 
fum of twelve lacks, to be paid within two years. 

This treaty, notwithdanding the many folid 
advantages which it conferred on the Company, 
was deemed by the Bombay council inadequate, 
and highly injurious to the reputation and intcred 
of the Englifh, in that part of India. General 
Gordon and Colonel Upton, however, whocond- 
dered didntcredetily what ought rcafonably to have 
been expeded, from an impartial attention to the 
unjudifiablc circumdanccs of the rife and progrefs 
of the war, the ill management of it under the 
command of the troops employed, the want of 
refourccs for carrying it on, the date of contend- 
ing parties, and the fentiments of the Company, 
thought it fudiciently honourable and expedient. 
Indeed, upon the principles alTumed in reafoning 
againd it, no political reputation can ever be valid, 
as it can never be equally fatisfadory to both par- 
ties. Though the war may have left us in a dtu- 

ation 
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ati^n to irififl: on higher terms, it was a war into 
which we had not been provoked by the Marrattos. 
The injaty was given by us, and juftice re-^ 
quired that we fhould have redreffed the wrongs 
we inflid:ed. 

But, from the great contrariety of opinions 
among the various parties concerned, it was not 
very likely that the peace would be lafting. In 
proportion as the Poonah miniftry were folicitous 
to carry into execution the agreement ftipulated, 
the Bombay council hcfitatcd, magnified the dif- 
ficulties of an immediate compliance with the 
mandate of the fupremc boanl, and procrafVmatcd 
in every ftep they took to fulfil their part of the 
engagement. P^agoba confidcrcd himfelf as fold 
to his enemies, in whofe cuilody he was placed by 
the treaty, without any pledge or fecurity for his 
fafety. The rcfidence ftipulated for him by the 
Poonah miniflry (truck him as a prifon, where 
their creatures only were to furround him, and 
where it would be impofliblc to prevent their dlf- 
po^fing of him, whenever it might fuit their pur- 
pofes, as they pleafed. Thcfc apprchenfions were 
undoubtedly heightened by a confeioufnefs of whac 
he deferved, and what might be fo cafily perpe- 
trated by thofe who poffefled iimilar principles fo 
his ov/n. He therefore refufed to accept of the 
terms in which he was included, and thought 
himfelf entitled to an afyluin in one of the Com- 
pany’s fcttlements. The prefidency of Bombay, 
m their difpatches to Bengal of the 30th of 
U q March, 
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March, preffed the requilitions of tbelr ally, on the 
fuperior council, with great earneftnefs. In their 
opinion, helhould have been given an option in the 
ation of his refidence : Nor would the minifters 
have objefted to it without a finifter intention. 
He would have proved an ufeful inftrument for 
keeping the Marrattos in awe. But, circumftanced 
as he was by the treaty of Poorunder, he was now 
determined to appeal to the jufticeof the honour- 
able Company, and await their determination at 
Bombay. They lamented the dereliftion of the 
advantages fecured by the treaty of Surat, and 
predi<5led the lofs of the Guicawar diftrifts. 

This intelligence created llrong debates in the 
fupreme council. One party prelaged, from the 
obftinacy of the Ik)mbay prchdcncy, a renewal of 
the war, which they were iincerely anxious to pre- 
vent. The other, by habituall) apologizing for 
the condu6l of thefe gentlemen, and partially 
adopting their ccnfurcs of the treaty, feemed ra- 
ther intent on precipitating that event. Before 
any dire^ reply could be framed to the Bombay 
letter, frefh information was received from Colo- 
nel Upton, of a nature dill more ferious and 
alarming. He Hated the peculiar uneafinefs which 
the meafures of the Bombay council produced in 
the Durbar, that they complained of Ragoba’s 
being permitted to leek a refidence among the 
EngUfh, as that circumftance might interrupt the 
harmony which it was the intcreft and inclination 
0f both nations to cultivate ; that by our prorradf- 

ing. 
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mg, or rather taking part in the difputes between 
them and Ragoba, we occafioned the whole ex- 
pence of keeping up an army, which, including 
the Nizam’s forces, amounted to thirty lacks of 
rupees per month ; that the ftile in which Colo- 
nel Keating had proclaimed the peace, as having 
taken place between the honourable Company and 
the Poonah mtnijlersy not the Marratto fiates^ gave 
the higheft offence ; and that, in defiance of e\"ery 
delicacy due to the rcfpe(ftive powers concerned 
in this folcmn tranfadlion, the commander of our 
troops had given the promife of proted:ion to Ra- 
goba, and propofed fending his elephants, horfes, 
and other articles of equipage, into the neighbour- 
hood of Broach, under efcort of a detachment 
from that garrifon. 

It was about this time that Subada, a perfon 
of the Peifiiwa family, who was faid to have been 
flain in battle, and who had been for years im- 
prifoned in the fort of Rutnah-Geriah, had made 
his efcape, and was joined by fcvcral chiefs, and 
even by the admiral of the Marratto fleet. He had 
^^retenfions alfo to the Pcilhwafliip ; and though 
thefe were foon effctflually invalidated, his appear- 
ance afforded an apology for Ragoba not difband- 
ing his troops, according to the terms of the late 
treaty. But the true reafoii was, that he had no 
money to pay them. On this little army moving 
to the environs of Surat, it was deemed neceffary, 
with the troops lately under the command of Keat- 
ing, to reinforce the garrifons, that no accident 
U 4 might 
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iQig^t happen Srom the vicinity of fuch a forca 
A circumflance which excited ncwjealoufies in the 
Poonah minifters, who cotripiaincd to Colonel 
Upton, that the Bombay council had not reftored 
the places ceded by treaty ; that they had fupplied 
Ragoba v/ith military ftores ; that, as Hyder Ally 
had forced the Company to fulfil their^ engage- 
ments,, his example would juftify their adoption 
of the fame means ; and that, if proper and 
complete fatisfaftion was not obtained in thefe fe- 
veral particulars, they would carry fire and fword 
through all the Company's dominions. The pre- 
fidency of Bombay roundly denied thefe affertions,. 
an^ infilled that they had fent to Surat and Broach 
for delivering up the Purgunnah, but no perfons^ 
proper to receive them had appeared ; that the 
prefent fituation of Ragoba was owing to con- 
tingencies which they did not forefee, and for 
which they were not accountable ; and that they 
were fo far from plotting to renew the war, as to 
refufe ajundion with the Nizam, or to. pledge the 
Englifh faith ; that in reftoring Ragoba they 
fhould not oppofe him. They recriminated wi4^ 
great afperity on the Poonah government, who; 
notwithllanding their ftrong pretenfions of attach- 
ment to the intcrefts of the Company, had yet 
permitted no communication or intercourfc with 
their dominions ; that no perfon could come, cveir 
with vegetables or provifions, from the neighbour- 
ing ports ; that veffeh under Englilh colours^ 
th(High feparated from their convoy by ftrefs of 

weather^ 



weather^ had be^ ie^scd and.gmkd into Ghc^l 
that no Vakeel had been fcnt to Bombay with.^ny 
explanation of thefe tranfaftions ; and that their 
connexion with Futty Sing was too much involved 
and embarralTed to admit of an immediate ecolair- 
ciffement* Thus each party, from an eager anx- 
iety, perhaps, to Ihuffle, to overreach, or to pro- 
craftinate, excufed themfelves from a literal com- 
pliance with the requifitions of the treaty* A 
whole year was exhaufted in a fruitlefs diicudion 
of mutual altercations and complaints, when lyjj 
opened, and gave rife to a great variety of new and 
intcrefting fccnes. 

The political ftate of affairs, in other quarter^ 
of India, were more or Icfs affected by thefe 
tranfadions, at this period. The difeuflion of 
many important and intricate queftions, which 
then fubfifted between the Englilh and Marratco 
governments, was, no doubt, a curious and in- 
terefting objed: of attention and remark to all the 
different powers who occupy that great theatm 
of inceffant hoflility and intrigue. But it rarely 
ha|J>ens, when any of the principal Hates arc en- 
gaged in war, that the other Subahs or Rajahs of 
the lead: weight or confequence, from contiguity 
of property, family connexion, or political intc- 
reft, can wholly, or for any confiderable length of 
time, preferve a ffrid neutrality. 

The prefidency of St. George betrayed ffrong 
apprehenfions of hoftilc defigns from Hydcr Ally, 
in conjundion with the French, which were only 
* allayed 
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allayed by the report of his preparations bring 
chiefly deflined againft the Marrattos. Confeious 
of having trifled with the juft requilitions of that 
prince, under emergencies of extreme neceflity, 
it not unnatural to regard his future motions 
with peculiar jealoufy and fufpicion. The return 
they had made to his confidence left them no 
room to place any in him. Ever fince a Ihort 
time after the peace he concluded with them, 
when the board withheld thofe fuccours which he 
thought himfelf entitled to expeft, and which the 
exigencies of his affairs impelled him to demand, 
he made no fcruple of avowing a ftedfaft anti- 
tpathy to our intereft. The misfortunes of that 
war, in which he loft his army, and a confider- 
able part of his dominions, he has uniformly 
charged to our breach of engagement. Indeed, 
he had left no arguments unapplied, no meafurcs 
unaffayed, which could excite the Englifh to aflift 
him in repreffing the formidable growth of the 
Marratto empire, at a time when, under the au- 
fpices of Madarow, it menaced the independence 
of every power on the continent of India. «»But 
the prefidency of Madras feemed then equally in- 
different to his intereft and their own. Fortune 
had, however, interpofed that relief, by the death 
of the young Marratto hero, who, by the philo- 
fophical virtues of prudence, moderation, and 
military condud, had, before he reached the 
twenty-fifth year of his age, rediKed even Hyder 
'Ally nearly to his original infignificance^ But 

that 
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that event, the fubfequent difeuffions in the Dur- 
bar, and, moft of all, the ftrenuous conteft which 
had ft) long fubfifted between the Pdonah miniftry 
and the Englifti, gave Hyder time, by attending 
to the domeftic regulation of his various domi- 
nions, to the improvement of his finances, and to 
the ftate of his army, to recover much of his 
former confequcnce. While our connexion with 
Ragoba was yet in its infancy, he difeovered no 
fmall degree of diftruft and refentment againft us, 
by warning that unfortunate prince againft rc- 
pofing too much confidence in his new allies, 
and ferioully apprifing him of what he muft ex- 
peifl from our finifter and faithlefs condu<a. ' He 
was then fufpedted of tampering with the mini- 
fterial party and Nizam, to the difadvantage of 
Ragoba and his allies. He neverthelcfs afterwards 
ailifted that prince with money ; and the reigning 
Peifiivva not only threatened retaliation, but a^u- 
ally detached a confiderable body of Marratto ca- 
valry into the Myfore country, where they com- 
mitted fuch ravages and devaftation, as impelled 
Hyder to fend the flower of his army, under his 
fon Tippo Saib, to oppofe their progrefs. 

During the hoftilicies which fubfifted between 
the Bombay prefidency and the Poonah Marrattos, 
the Nabob of Arcot had been much folicited by 
the latter to afllft, by his mediation, in procur- 
ing a peace with the former. They had, how- 
ever, pending the embafly of Colonel Upton, re- 
fu&d their acquicfcencc with the articles propofed 

in 
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in hisfevoun They allcdged, that thcRajaiof 
Tanjore, a relation of the Ram Rajah, had been 
wantonly difpoirefled of his country, and ftripped 
of whatiever was valuable or dear to him ; and 
that it was impolEble for them to tr«tt upon 
any terms of conceffion with the Nabob, until 
after the reftoration of the Marratto prince. This 
event had now taken place ; and though the incli- 
nation of Mahommed Ally had not been much con- 
fulted in the bufinefs, his acquiefcence, whether 
voluntary or not, rendered him fo much lefs an 
objeft of refentment to the Poonah miniftry. In- 
deed, his inveterate enmity to Hyder Ally recon- 
ciled him, in a great meafurc, to the Marrat- 
tos, who, before their late troubles, had been 
that hero’s moft formidable opponents. It will 
appear, in the progrefs of thefe tranfaftions, that 
the Nabob of Arcot was, by this time, confidered 
as of but little importance to the Company, as an 
ally; and therefore could- be regarded by other 
powers as no very formidable enemy. 

It has been the general policy of the Subah of 
the Deccan to watch the viciffitudes of fortune 
among the various belligerent powers in his neigh- 
bourhood ; and to convert, by all the means in his 
power, every change or contingency to his own 
emolument. He had lately detached a large body 
of troops to join the minifterial army ; but it was 
well known he did not wiih them to be engaged 
in adlion, efpccially againft the Britiih forces. He 
Was even forward in propofing a plan of hoftile 

union 
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union againil the very powers with whotn he wjur 
apparently connefted in the clofeft. alliance. 

So cautious, and perhaps equivocal, had the 
condud of Moodajec Boonfla hitherto been, that, 
dll the beginning of the year 1777, he was gene- 
rally imagined to have been well difpofed to the 
caufe of Ragoba. He then, however, fignified to the 
governor-general, in the courfe of their corref- 
pondence, his determination of fending Raj agee, 
his fon, to vifit the Peifhwa, as a meafure which 
their long friendfhip had rendered abfolutely nc^ 
ceffary. He ftationed, however, a Vakeel at Cal- 
cutta, and otherwife cultivated the cordial friend- 
Ihip of the Company with much apparent fincerity 
and foUcitude. But, if the infinuations of the 
Nizam were true, thefe profeflTions were only in- 
tended to difguife his defigns of fuddenly urging 
his demand of chout, from the province of Ben- 
gal, at the head of a formidable army. 

The politics of Sindia and Holkar had, in the 
courfe of thefe qviarrels and intrigues, conftantly 
veered with their intereft. This was the . great 
unerring ftandard by which all their public and 
private preferences and meafures were uniformly 
regulated* Ragoba had often repeated his reliance 
upon their declarations in his favour; but he 
found himfelf at laft the fport of their convenience 
and intrigue. They were now openly engaged in 
meafures diametrically oppofite to his intcreft. 
They appear, at the fame time, to have proved 

very 
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very troublefome and alarniing neighbours to the 
Vizier and territories of Oude. 

The circumllances of the young Vizier, who 
had lately fucceeded to that important and con- 
fpicuous fituation by the death of his father, Shja 
ul Dowlah, were critical and delicate. At the head 
of a powerful army, poffefled of immenfe reve- 
nues, and invefted with the government of an cx- 
tenfive and populous territory, he found himfelf, 
notwithftanding, the fplendid flave of a few mer- 
chants. His pretenfions to the Vizicrat had met 
with fome interruptions ; but the intereft of the 
Company in his favour left bis competitors no 
chance of fuccefs. On this occafion, the fituation 
and conduft of Shaw Allum was naturally marked 
with doubt and irrefolution. Nor did he feem at 
laft to aft with cordial or fincere attachment, when 
he fent an ambaffador, in the month of April 
[1776] to inveft the Nabob ul Dowlah with the 
Kilaat. Accounts were foon after received at 
Calcutta of frequent alarms from the hoftile ap- 
pearance of troops on. the frontiers of Corah. It 
was apprehended, that the king, the Marrattos, 
the Sieks, and the Rohillas, were confederated to 
invade the dominions of Oude. A defenfive alli- 
ance with the Nabob Nudjiff Cawn was therefore 
propagated, and adopted as a meafure which 
afforded the moft probable fecurity againft the 
fudden incurfions or depradations of the enemy. 
This chief was then carrying on a kind of defuj- 
tory warfare with various tribes of Marrattos and 

Jauts, 
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Jauts, who mffellcd the vicinity of tea and the Vi- 
zier^ dominion^* tie was‘_^ at the fame timcj 
milch diftreffed for money to his army. The 
confidence which the king had formerly repofed 
in him wailtfenfibly diminiihed. Nor were the mif- * 
fortunes of this degraded emperor in any degree 
abated. The embarraffments which he owed to 
the cabals of his court, and the inceiTant dif- 
appointments he fuffered from abortive expedla* 
tions of relief, vifibly affefted his conduft. The 
profpe^t before him was the more unpleafant that 
his tried friend, Nudjiff Cawn, howWer unable or 
unwilling, in the prefent (ituation of affairs, to 
affift him, was the only perfon, notwithftanding 
. the preference given to his rivals, to whom his 
majefty could have any hopes of ultimately apply- 
ing with fuccefs. 

Such was the political pofture of affairs in the 
continent of India, on the conclufion of the firft, 
and the eve of the fecond Marratto war. But, 
though all the great powers had the addrefs to 
feign a perfeft acquiefcence for the prefent in 
this apparent tranquillity, the fiend of difeord was 
already at work, and a plot framing in the dark 
recelfes of ambition, which, by treachery, teme- 
rity, and pcrfeverance, was foon to involve the 
whole empire in one general and ruthlcfs fccne of 
carnage and defolation. Who, that has not an 
heart of ftone, but muft commiferate the hap- 
lefs deftiny of man, by which millions of innocent 
people are the dsuly viAims of that caprice and 

cruelty 
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Intrigues of the Bomhtff frefide^^Origtn atfi Com^ 
mencement of the Second ^ianatto 
the Bengal Detachment through the intffwr Countries 
of India^Failure of the Bombay Ex^ition — Gene^ 
ral Goddard refufes to accede to the treaty of Wpr^ 
gaum — The proje 6 led f^ociation with the Bajab 
(f Berar abortive — ^ew'^AUiances with Putty Sing and 
the Rctnnah of Ghodr-A general Confederay formed 
againji the Englifo — ^he Conquejl of the GuTSurat— 
Popham^s brilliant Expedition in the Province of 
Ghod. . 

T'wO events had^ cHicurred before the latter 
end of 1777, which, by a feries of rapid confe- 
qtiences, involved mote or lefs, in general and 
promifeuous hoftility, all- the nations of IndoAan. 
The power of the majority in the fuperior govern- 
ment of Bengal was annihilated by the death of 
Colonel Manfon and General Clavering, and a 
commiffioner froni the court of Verfailles had made 
his appearance at Poonah, The firft of thefe con- 
tingencies had configned, into the hands of the 
governor-general, that uncontrollable authority, 
which the ambiguity of the fccond tempted him 
m exert in reviving and carrying into cffe6t a 

^ ^ ‘ X fyftem, 
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fyftem, which now operated with the greater 
energy for having been fo long fufpended. A 
fcene of indifcrimlnatc animofity and (laughter 
foon followed the developement of thofe politics 
which this phange of mpafurcs occ^fioncd. No 
regard, at lead in the fir ft inftance, was paid to 
contiguity of fituation, to the merit or demerit of 
national charafter, to habits of ancient or fami- 
liar intercourfc, or even to a fimilavity of enf- 
toms, manners, laws, or religion. Europeans in 
almoft every battle fought againft Europeans ! 
Hindoos, Mahommedans, andChriftans, were every 
where alike objefts of mutual and undiftinguKhed 
maftacrc ! Nor was it until the laft ftage of this 
awful conflift, that a general confederacy was 
formed for exterminating that party, who had 
thus foully embroiled the reft. 

The Bombay council continued to entertain the 
mod cordial detedation of the late treaty. It 
had quaihed all thofe fanguinc expeftations of 
territorial acquilition, which filled their imagina- 
tions and prompted their ambition. Mr. Moftyn 
fuccceded Colonel Upton as refident at the Dur- 
bar, and apprifed the prefidency that St. Lu-^ 
bin, the French agent, was arrived at Poonah, and 
received with every poffible mark of refpeft. And 
though the minifters had repeatedly protefted that 
nothing was intended againft the Company’s inte- 
red, very ferious confequences were apprehended 
from bis influence and intrigues, efpecUHy in tbo 
c;Yentof a French war, Propofals being at the famo 

ftnc 
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time fuggrfled by feme difcontented chiefs in foveur 
of Ragobs, the ptefidency entered into the fchemtt 
with alacrity. Their agents were forthwith «m- 
powcred to commence a negociation with the 
principal confpirators, and difpatches forwarded 
to the fuprcme council for their concurrence and 
fupport. The governor-general, no longer thwarted 
by an obftinate majority, not only embraced the 
meafure, but determined to facilitate its execution 
by an immediate difpatch both of men and mo^ 
ney. Previous to this intelligence, he had dc- 
vifcd and brought forward a plan for improving 
the peace of Poomoder, in which the Marranos 
were required to pv« Ragoba fueh focurity for 
bis perfonal fefety at he could rely on with 
confidence ; to reimhurlb all thofe military charges 
which might be incurred Ms behalf ; to cede 
in perpetuity the fortrefi aad illand of Bailein, 
with fcveral other fpecified |^nts and exchangel 
of land on the continent, to the Company ; and 
to allow no European ftttleaaent in any pan of 
their dominions, without the knowledge and cone 
ftnt of the fupmne council. 

The idea in which thefe arWtrary propofitionS 
feems to have originated was not well founded. 
It was evidently fabricated on falle or imperfedk 
information. And deception is perhaps the moft 
favourable apology of which the failure will ad- 
mit. But, from the moment that the prefidency 
were poCel&d with the means of profecuting the 
#ar efibftually, their inclHittioQ. fet peace re- 
X z turned. 
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turned, at the fame time that the fuperior council 
urged and exemplified the moft prompt and fpirited 
exertions. New inftruftions were inftantly tranf. 
mitted to Bombay, that other and more peremp. 
tory requifitions might be made on the ruling 
party in the Poonah adminiftration, Thefe were 
intended to fubftantiate the conditions which had 
hcdk formerly dated as the foundation of a new 
agreement, and a refufal to any one of them was 
to be conftrucd into a formal and deliberate in- 
fraflion of the peace. Such extraordinary demands 
announced in fuch arrogant terms, and accom- 
panied with fuch menaces, would have been re- 
garded and refented by. all' independent dates 
as tantamount to a declaration of war. The prefi- 
dcncy of Bombay were . likewife allowed a ditcre- 
tionary power of entering into further articles 
with Ragoba, according to the exigence or ex- 
pediency of the fituation and views under which 
he might But it was very cautioufly fur- 

mifed, that, notwdthdanding the favourable af- 
pedl which thefe^ arrangements bore to his affairs, 
objc(ds much more fubdantial and extcnfivc were 
ultimately in vicw» 

It is not very cafy to conceive by what other or 
more cffedual mcafurcs the fervants of the com- 
pany could have forced the Marrattos to relink 
quifh their pacific intentions. So drong was their 
averfioir to a breach with the Englifli, that they 
had abfolutely given up the point of Ragoba's 
Iffid^nc? among them, Th^y were fatisfied to leave 
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him under our grotedlion, on conditibn that he 
Ihould fettle at Benares, at that time the moft eli- 
gible, the moft learned, and one qf the moft fre- 
quented cities in India, as he could nor> thus re- 
motely circumftanced, fo effe<ftually cHfturb the 
harmony of government by his projedfs and m> 
trigues. In that cafe they promifed to end(||||||^im 
with an annuity for life of fixty thoufand pounds*. 

It was now that the fupremo council conceived 
the great defi§n of marching a ftrong military 
detachment through the interior countries of this 
immenfe continent, as a demon ftration to the 
potentates of India, that the harmony of the 
Britifti fettlemcnts, however fcattered or remote 
from each other, would on every emergency be 
adequate to the general fafety. This meafurc 
was ftrcnuoLilly oppofed, as obliging an army, 
with no inconhderable train of artillery, to tra- 
verfe countries hitherto unknown, to encounter 
difficulties of the nature, number and extent of 
which no eftimate could be formed ; to invade 
the territories of a power with whom we afTetftcd 
to be on terms of amity ; to rifquc the refentment 
of many populous and hoftilc nations, who might 
take that opportunity of avenging their wrongs ; 
to increafe the jealoufics already fubfifting be- 
tween the Britilh and Marratto interefts ; and to 
•heighten that envy and odium which our ambi- 
tion, rapidity, and intrigues had already excited* 
Thefe objections were however overruled, and 
the detachment, which, includuig five hundred 
X 3 Candahar 
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CiAdUiar korfey confiftedbf nearly feven thou&nd 
-e8e£ttve atdn, began to move >a the neighbour- 
bnod of Corah an<l Allahabad, in die beginning 
and arrivtd at the Marratto ffontiet» 
Aom tkc middle df May [1778]^ They pa£ed the 
Juititia^ whiehf on the north-eadern extremities, 
on|phleTerit eoontri^ tributary to the Marrattos, 
in boats, and undtr the fire of their artillery, 
as a body of the aaitny^s horfe oppofed them 
on the other fkie* Tbefe the/ infbntly dif> 
pcrfed. The town and fbrt of Calpy were ut- 
terly abandoned on their approach. There they 
continued till the 3d of June, that memorable 
day, on which, by a fatiguing march through 
an extenfive country, which exhibited only one 
invariable fccne of naked conckcr as far as the eye 
could reach,, without a tuft of verdure, or a drop 
of water, between three and four hundred men, 
overcome by third and fatigue, perifhed, raving 
mad ! The army fpent nearly three months in the 
diamond country of Bundlecund, and were eX- 
pofed to the greateft danges by interfering with 
the family difputes which took place at that 
time among thofe who had pmenfions to the 
Rajahihip. In thefe conteils, thus wantonly fo- 
mented, and no doubt intcreftedly protracted, the 
city of Mow was facked with a barbarity, for 
which the lofs fuitidned by the viftors on that 
occafion was a juft puniflimcnt. 

Leflie, who had the command, died in tho 
beginning of Oflober, and was fucceed^ by 
Colonel Goddard. At this lime the aqny waa 
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c6nfiderably reduced, no lefs than a thoufand 
fepoys being in the hofpital. They were now 
attended by an agent of Ragoba’s, and ift hia 
name levied money, even while every idea of 
flipporting him was officially and publicly dil- 
avowed in Calcutta* The detachment had 
been orlguially configned to tlie management 
and direftion of the Bombay prefidcncy ; bur, 
tinder the conftrutfllon of having received con- 
tradidiory orders, ultimately conduced themfeives 
by their own cjifcrction. Indeed, one day their 
march had been countermanded in confequcncc 
of the difficulties to be encountered ; and another, 
without affigning tlie rcafon, they were deffired 
to proceed* Poonah, Bombay, and Surat, were 
allb held out on feparate occalions as the objefts 
of their deftinatlon. 

This management, however, was probably a 
part of the plan which the governor-general now 
brought forward in council. 1 Ic propofed a treaty 
offcnfive and defenfive with the Rajah of Bcrar, 
that this opulent and powerful prince lliould be 
fupported in realizing his claims on the throne of 
rhe Ram Rajah, now vacant by his late dcccafc 
without ifliic; and that the whole force of the 
Company ffiould be exerted to effedf his cftablilKl 
ment, not only as head of the Marratto empire, 
but likewife in his pretenfions to the Nizamut of 
the Deccan. Mr. Elliot was deputed to the Court 
of Moodajoe Boonfla, with full authority for accom- 
pUffiing thli important ncgociation. Ther Caufc of 
Ragoba was profeffedly abandoned. The prcfi- 
X 4 dcocy 
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4»ency of Fort St. George was apprifed of the pro- 
jedt, and required to co-operate, by diredting their 
politics to that event. And the detachment, on 
their march to Surat, was enjoined to regard 
whatever orders they might receive from the Com- 
pany’s Vakeel at the Durbar of Berar, with the 
mofl: facred and implicit attention. 

Thefe arrangements, however, were not effedled 
without long and ftrenuous oppofition. The ab- 
furcfity, the impolicy, the extravagance and im- 
pradlicability of the meafurc, were expofed and 
criminated in terms of imctpiivocal afperity and 
cenfure. It was arraigned as inconfiftent with the 
Company’s orders, who had enjoined the fulle'ft 
conformity to the treaty of Poonah, and tending 
to a prodigal vvafle of their treafure, at a time 
when their affairs, both at home and abroad, de- 
Nianded the mofl rigid occonomy in every branch 
of expenditure. It likcvvife involved a variety of 
inaiifplclous circumilanccs. It was opened in a 
erilis when the mother country was under the im- 
mediate preflbre of a war with her colonies, and 
one of the moft formidable confederacies that 
ever embroiled the powers of Europe ; when the 
prefidcncy of Bombay was in no fituation to dc- 
|jj|nd its own territories ; when the council of Fort 
St. George had infultcd both Hyder Ally and the 
Nizam beyond a poflibility of forgivenefs ; and 
even when the news of a French war was expedled 
every moment. It’s progrefs and opcr;^tions were 
calculated to convulfe the whole continent of 

India, 
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India, and to rq^ftl Jind unite the. indigniation of 
all the various and opiX)fite powers in that extent 
live country^. It treated the Nizam of the Deccan, 
the ancient friend and ally of the Company, with 
a treachery which he would not fail to revenge, 
Tby exerting the whole influence of his immenfe 
riches and power in forming fuch a combination 
againft an ambition, thus boiindlefs and Infatiablc, 
as might lhake the Britifli intereft to its bafis. 
Thefe arguments were refifted, chiefly by the ad- 
vantages which were expc<5tcd from the fchemc, 
and the facility of accomplifliing it ; the dlfap- 
pointmcnt it would give to the French views and 
intrigues at the Durbar ; the mortification which 
the Poonah miniflry would experience from a re- 
volution, by which they muft be diverted of all 
the authority they had ufurped ; the inviolable 
fricndlhip of the Berar Rajah, whofe dominions 
would be as rtrong a barrier to Bengal on the one 
fide, as thofe of Oude were on the other^ The 
council, which then confifted only of four mem- 
bers, were equally divided in their opinions of the 
queftion, when the governor-general, boldly arro- 
gating the refponfibility of the whole meafure to 
himfelf, carried it in the affirmative by his calling 
vote. 

The Poonah mlnirtry, irritated by the refractory " 
fpirit which dirtinguiflied the mode of realizing 
the late engagements of the Company, made no 
fecrct of their refentment. The gcnilcmen of 
Bombay inftantly declared the treaty of Poorunder 

violated. 



tu 'BltAKS ACTIONS TN nUXA. 

\ viokced^ 4nd no longer biodiog* They refdved 
tt the fame time to accept the offers of fuch 
chiefs as were in the intereft of Ragoba^ and with 
all poffibte expedition to fend him to Poonah at 
the head of an army. The detachment from 
Bengal were alio ordered to direA their march 
for the Marratto capital, inftead of the route 
through the Guzurat to Broach or Surat. Thefc 
•advices were received at Calcittta about the 
middle of Auguft ; and though, in all important 
refpeds, diametrically oppofitc to the policy fo 
recently adopted in council, met with full ap- 
probation. The negociation at the court of Bcrar 
was occafionally interrupted by the death of Mr. 
RUiot, on his way to Nagpour, the capital of that 
kingdom. It was, however, foon revived, and 
Colonel Goddard empowered to carry it on and 
bring it to an iffuc. He was therefore direAed 
by the fnpreme council, without paying any re- 
gm'd to what orders might be received from 
Bombay, to reach the banks of the Nerbudda, 
which walhcs the Northern frontier of Berar. 
Indeed the prefidency of Bombay, unwilling that 
Goddard Ihould partake of the glory which they 
promifed thcmfclves from the fuccefs of their 
arms, feem to have plunged into a ftate of the 
tnoft violent hoftilities at random. They would 
not wait the approach of the detachmenf. Their 
information was effentially defcAivc. They knew 
not cither their allies or their enemies fo perfcAly 
<fr cffeAually, as to juftify anv aAivc* meafures. 

They 
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"^Fhf y expefted the jua6Uon of the twenty thou- 
land horfe from the sbettors of Ragoba. And the 
expedition commenced under a variety of other 
circumdances fo very unfavourable as proved omi- 
iious of the event. 

Captain Stuart fucceeded in taking poffeffion of 
the Bourghaut, pafs through the mountains 
which lead dircdly to Poonah. He continued in 
this critical fituation a full months probably in 
hopes of being joined by the friends of Ragoba. 
Not a Marratto, however, of any confeqoence 
appeared. The army from Bombay amounted to 
about four thoufand cffc<ftivc men ; Icvcn hun- 
dred of thefe were faid to be Euro^>cans. They 
were fupported by a fine train of artiUery, 
Two regiments of fci)oys and fix hundred 
horfe were commanded in a feparatc divifion 
by Ragoba. A prodigious quantity of ?4>ag- 
gage, carriages, cattle, provifions, and luxu- 
ries of all kinds, followed this little army. It 
was commanded by Colonel Egerton, who a£ted, 
however, under the control of a feleft fuper- 
intending committee, an inflitution which, though 
utterly incompatible with the fpirit and prompti'* 
tude of the fervice, has uniformly difgraced our 
military tranfjuftions in India* 

It was on the ift of January [i779]» when the 
Marrattos inftantly appeared in prodigious iwaroas 
on all fidcs, that they found every inch of the 
aground would be vigoroully difputcd. The enemy 
hung every ftep we took on our rear, and our 
troops were obliged to proceed in the face of a 

fevere 
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fcvcre cannonade ; at the fame time they ^erc 
incelTantly galled by a prodigious difcharge of 
rockets. The Marrattos carefully avoided every 
movement which led to a clofe or a general en^- 
gagement. Their objeft was evidently to harafs^ 
to fatigue, and to gradually exhanft and diminifh 
the Bombay army vvith as little rifk to thcmfclves 
as poffible. Colonel Cay and Captain Stuart, two 
refpcdtablc officers, were both killed during this 
defultory mode of fighting ; the one on the firft, 
the other on the fourth day of the march* Thefc 
defperate onfets were continued with little inter- 
ruption, and more or lefs fuccefs every day, from 
nine in the morning till three in the afternoon* 
A feene of mercilefs devaftatlon every where 
marked the progrefs of our army* The cottages 
of the poor, and the villas of the great, were, at 
their approach, levelled in undiftinguilhed ruin. 
The many elegant feats in the fplendid village of 
Tullicannan could not proteA it from the indif- 
criminate defolation which fpread around. The 
want of tafte in its barbarous dellroyers was foon 
and amply revenged. They were already fo com- 
pletely invefted, that they could have no fupply, 
as their intercourfe with the country was every 
where effeftually intercepted. The enemy had 
increafed to above fixty thoufand horfe. Stung by 
the fight of Tullicannan, reduced to a heap of 
fmoking rubbifli, they aflailed our troops with a 
bravery, afiercenefs, and a conduft which confider- 
ably damped our confidence. In a wcllrfought 

(kirmiih, 



fcirmifli, which took place on this occafion, the 
enemy’s lofs was not much fupcrior to ours. A 
retreat was now (January nth) determined on, Vi$ 
our laft refource. Not a Angle partizan had yet 
joined Ragoba ; and the enemy were determined 
to have burnt Poonah in the event of our army 
having forced their way to that capital. It is faid, 
this faithlcfs ally of the Company meditated an 
inftance of the moft horrid perfidy on this occa- 
fion. And who could exped lefs than the blackeft 
treachery from the murderer of his nephew ? It 
is not improbable that fome of the army’s move- 
ments originated in Colonel Cockburne’s appre- 
hcnfions of Ragoba’s machinations. By day-break 
on the 1 2th, the whole army was furrounded and 
furjoufly aflaulted on all fides. The confiid, in 
various Ihapcs, continued for near fifteen hours, 
without intermi.iion, and only ceafed at laft through 
exceflive wearinefs and want of ftrengtii. The 
cannonade, on both fidcs, was fierce and tre- 
mendous, The valour, the exertion, and evolu- 
tions of our forces were incredible. The horfe of 
the Marrattos returned to the charge with an in- 
trepidity and impetuofity which our grape-fhot, 
well-timed and well-pointed, only could repel* 
Nothing could appear more formidable than the 
velocity and fierccnefs with which they repeatedly 
attacked our lines fword in hand. Captain 
Hartly's fituation in this engagement was pe- 
culiarly critical. The divifion he commanded, 
CPCQUrs^cd by the fpirit and conduft of an officer 

whom 
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whom they leaved, by keeping up a c(»n^lit 
welWirefted ftre, probably faved the army fr6m> 
being cut to pieces* The lofs, on the fide df the 
Marrattos, was prodigious* Of Europeans and 
fepbys in the Britilh army, near a thoufand were 
left dead on the fpot. All night the enemy fur- 
rounded the camp, and on the morning only pre- 
farved a kind of diftant cannonade. It was now 
impoffible we could either retreat or proceed. Our 
efcape, oh every qfuarter, was abfolutely imprac- 
ticabte. A flag of truce was, therefore, our only 
hope of fafety. It was no fooncr hoifted, than 
all boftilities were, for the prefent, at an end. A 
convention took place. And’ the Marrattos gave 
an illuftrious inftance of their humanity and mo* 
deration, by the terms they impofed on the vjn»- 
quilhed. They infifted on the EngUlh giving up 
Ragoba, and all their late conqueft on thtt fide 
of India ; that the former treaty with Bali^ep 
Row fhould fuppiy the place of the late one at 
Poorunder, and be firmly and inviolably main- 
tained by both parties ; and that the Bengal de- 
tachment fhould return. The committee, how- 
ever, declared their incompetence to bind, by any 
deed of their's, the fupreme council, in difpofing 
of their forces. Thcfc conditions were agreed to 
by both parties ; and Mr. Holmes, conuhiflary of 
the army, and Mr* Farmer, fecretary to the com- 
mittee, remained as hoftages with the Marrattos* 
The treaty was immediately tranferibed in the 
EngUfh, the Perfian, and the Mar ratto languages,' 

and 
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and figied hf the JWs ^ the jpof^rafting powf ri* 
The iflcMen^ this was completed, our ^irmy^ 
whofe provifiofts were vitti^ly exhaufted, were libe- 
rally fupplied by thefc humane conquerors. A body 
of their horfe then eondu^ed them to the coaft* 
and few them embark in the veffeU which carried 
them back to Bombay, 

Moodajee Boonfla, the Rajah of Berar, was 
anxious to compromife the difpute. His central 
fituation between Poonah and Bengal, his clofe 
connedkion with the Marrattos, hU amicable in^ 
tercourfe with the EngUfli, his frtendfhip for both 
parties, this wary, pacific and moderate temper, 
qualified him for mediating a reconciliation. He 
applied himfelf, therefore, with much alEduity 
and zeal in explaining the views and conduCfc 
of each party alternately to the other, and in 
reftraining the paffions and animofitici of both, 
He had the addrefs to procure the difini/fion of 
St. Lubin from the court of Poonah, as his in* 
trigues were held out to be the oftenfiblc canfc of 
ofience at Calcutta. He was not lefs vigilant with 
the Englilh government, though lefs fuccefsful 
in diffuading them from a perfcvcrancc in march* 
ing their troops through tRc territories of princes 
with whom they were not in a ftate of frtendfhip. 
He reprefented this wanton enterprize as pro* 
ducing univerfal difguft and alarm, as an auda» 
clous violation of all the rights of fovereignty 
or independence, and as inftigating every prince, 
through whofe dominions the detachment waa 

‘ deftined 
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deftined* t6 march, to arm in his own" defence, 
and repel the outrage. He ftated the . Various 
iiardfhips and inconvenicncics to which they mull 
be expofed ; the unknown countries and wilds 
they were to pafs ; the difficuly of procuring pro- 
vifions ; the deceptions to which they were liable, 
from the improbability of obtaining faithful 
guides ; and the numerous ambufeades which they 
could not but expeft, from the determined hofti- 
iities which their temerity would every where 
provoke. His remonftrances were all in vain. 
He continued, notwithftanding, his good offices. 
Two of his principal officers were ftationed on the 
banks of the Nerbudda, with ample fupplies for 
the immediate relief of the army. He acquainted 
them with the machinations formed againft them 
at Poonah ; and, with a candour and generofity 
which olir condudf but ill deferved, told them, 
after advancing fo far, not only that it would be 
dangerous and impolitic to retreat, but even 
pointed out the neareft line of march for them to 
the Guzurat. He evidently had it in his power to 
have facrificed the detachment without ftriking a 
blow, but he fcorned to take the lead advantage of 
their perilous iituation. He even advanced them 
money upon bills from Calcutta, without which 
they could not have proceeded. Notwithftand- 
ing thefe good dlfpolitions, he was too old and 
timid for effeding the revolution which the 
governor-general had meditated in his favour. 
Charmed as he might be with the intoxicating 

profpeds 
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^rofpeft§ of domination and grandeur which it 
difclofed, the proje£t was implicated with fcenet 
and crimes which filled him with horror. He 
difcovers the ftate of his feelings with great ad- 
drefs and elegance in the laborious and moral cor- 
xcfj>ondencc which the propofitions occafioned.. 
Goddard’s army had arrived on the northern fron- 
tiers of Berar, under circumftances of peculiar 
fatigue and erabarraffment. Their carriages w^cre 
broken, their draught cattle worn down, and their 
magazines empty. At Hufnabad their wants 
were, however, inftantly and abundantly fupplied. 
From this place General Goddard opened his 
powers of treaty with the Berar Rajah. Nor was 
he wanting, either in acldrcfs or induftry. He 
was not permitted to advance into the interior 
parts of Berar. This rcfi;ri6tion was ominous. 
The heart of the Hindoo revolted at purchafing 
on empire with the blood of the Bramins. He 
would conclude no alliance, or form any engage- 
ments that tended to molefi or provoke either the 
Pieftiwa or the Subah of the Dcccan. He was 
intimately conneded with the former, by blood, 
and with the latter by treaty. And he fpurned at 
every temptation which implied treachery to either. 
He declined the propoCal, at the fame time, ivirh 
a delicacy peculiarly amiable and conciliating. 
The feheme appeared to him altogether monflfrous 
And impradicable. But he rcafoned againft it only 
From the principles of fidelity and found policy, 
the improbability of fuccefs, and fclf-ptcfcrvation, 
Y while 



3fn TRANSACTIONS IN INDIA. 

while he obvioully deemed it the abortive offspring 
of the grofieft infolence, temerity and ignorance. 

Goddard certainly owed his efcape to the 
failure of the Bombay expedition. The moft 
diftant powers in the empire crowded with all the 
forces they could miiftcr to the defence of the ca- 
pital. So many, fo deeply buried in woods and 
‘mountains, fo long, I'o narrow, and fo pecu- 
liarly inclofcd, were the defiles which he had 
to pafs, that a vciy inferior force might ei- 
thtT have flopjicd his progrefs, or reduced him, 
by famine, to any terms. But the adventure 
to Poonah created fuch a diverfion in his fa- 
vour, as left him totally unmolcftcd. The news 
of this event, however, operated differently at the 
court of Bcrar. It probably difgufted the Rajah, 
in proportion a« it facilitated the movements of 
our army. Soon after his removal from Hufna- 
bad, he was advlfed from the field committee, who 
attended the Bombay army, to proceed to Ba- 
roach or Surat, or otherwife to continue on the 
banks of the Nerbudda. The letter containing 
thefc advices had been dated before the final en- 
gagement with the Marrattos at Worgaum. But 
the moment this treaty was accompliflicd he re- 
ceived pofitive orders, from the fame committee, 
to make good his return with as much expedition 
as poffible for Bengal. In three days a refolution 
was taken of violating their engagements ; and the 
general was then informed, that, upon mature r<5* 
colletlion, they did not think themfelves compe- 
tetit to illuc the orders they had given. He conti- 
nued 
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mied his march, notwithftanding the fludlviatlng 
nature of his intelligence* On the 5th of Fe* 
bruary he arrived in the vicinity of Booram- 
pore, the capital of Candifh, a large populous and 
opulent place. Here he received difpatches from 
the council of Bombay, diredding him to proceed 
immediately to Surat. A minifter from the Poonah 
Durbar arrived, at the fame time, in the Britilh 
camp, with a copy of the convention at Wor- 
gaum ; in which his return to Bengal was ex- 
preflly dipulated. He denied that the committee 
who had figned that convention had any authority 
over him ; and afTerted, that he was diredlcd to 
march to Bombay, for defeating the dcfigns of 
the French againft the Company's pollcflions in 
that quarter, and that he was not at liberty to ac- 
qiiiefcc with the treaty at Worgaum. He gained 
Surat by the end of the month. 

The prefidency of Bombay were not flow in 
publicly difavowing the treaty of Worgaum, 
though ratified by two members of the fcledf com- 
mittee, armed with all the powers of govern- 
ment, and though the lives of the hoftages might 
have been forfeited by their treachery. Even this 
check had not quafhed that malignant fpirit of 
intrigue, which flill predominated in their coun- 
cils, and warped their politics. A fchetne was 
immediately fuggefted of making the fame ufe of 
Moodajee Sindia, which they had done of Ra- 
goba. It was by his interpofition that our army 
at Worgaum had not been di farmed and detained 
Y 2 as 
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as hoftagcs- His power, rcfources, influence anrf 
charaAcr, rendered him a much more eligible in- 
ftrumeiTt of ambition than the flagitious Ragoba^ 
He docs not, however, appear to have been quite 
fo traftablc, as he feems to have taken no notice 
whatever, either of the overtures he received, ar 
the advantages preferred to him by the revolution 
propofed. 

The prcfidency of Bombay were ftill as fparing 
as ever in their communications to the fupremc 
government. Intelligence of their defeat had 
arrived both from Madras and Poonah, long be- 
fore it was officially announced at Calcutta, which 
did not happen till about the middle of March. 
It then occafioned much altercation. The fupreme 
council upbraided the Bombay prcfidency with un- 
feafonable caution and delay,, when activity and 
expedition were retjuired ; with having, by unac- 
countable rcmillhefs, lofl the only opportunity 
which promifeJ the Icall: fuccefs ^ and with un- 
pardorifble temerity, in attempting the ertterprize 
at a time when a variety of circumfianccs oc- 
curred to render It abortive. To thefe accufa/ 
tions it was replied, that they had net been made 
acquainted with the negociations at the Durbar 
of Berar, till it w'as impoffiblc to derive any 
advantage from that faft. The difavowal of the 
convention at Worgaum w^as however confirmed 
by the fupreme council. But, on the appearance 
of fome pacific difpofitions. General Goddard 
jvas invefted with authority to treat once more 

witli 
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urith the M^rrattos. His inftruftions were founds 
tid on this principle, that the Marrattos ought to 
be fatisfied with the poffeflloa of Ragoba, and th^t 
they had no right to further conceffions in con^ 
fequence of their late fviccefs. He was reftrided 
from relinquifhing any of the pew conquefts or 
accefTions, and enjoined to infift againft the ^d- 
miflTion in any manner of the French, or the moft 
diftant connc<ftion with that nation. 

Notwithdanding the amicable afpedl which both 
prciidencies now aflumed, it was at the fame timo 
determined to revive and urge the treaty with the 
court of Bcrar with redoubled earneftnefs and affi* 
duity. Moodajee Boonfla was, however, infiexi* 
bly attached to the line of Jiolitics which he 
had preferibed for his own condud. His ftcadi- 
nefs baffled all the conciliating talents and addrefs 
of which Goddard was fo great a mafter. By no 
artifice or argument was that cautiOlis and intel- 
ligent prince to be tempted from the principles of 
a found and moderate policy. Greneral profefliopf 
of friendfhip and good-will were all that could 
be obtained. But he continued as anxioue and 
indefatigable as ever, to prevent any new rupture 
between his countrymen and the company. He 
even offered to become both the mediator and 
guarantee, and promifed to fettle effediually the 
differences, and to remove whatever jealoufles or 
prejudices might ftill fubfift on both (ides. BU|. 
thefe demonllrations of fricndlhip were treated fp 
lightly, or with fuch a manifeft want of confi- 
Y 3 dcncc. 
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dence, by the fupreme council, that preparations 
for war on our part were carried on, in every 
quarter of the Company’s pofleffions, with the 
greateft publicity and expedition. The firft bri- 
gade, who had been ftationed on the banks of 
the Jumna, in expeftation of that event, was now 
fupplied with all manner of military (lores and 
equipage, that on the (hortcft notice they might 
be in a capaQity to carry the fcene of war into 
the enemy’s country. Other divifions of troops, 
in the moft advanced fituations, were like wife un- 
der orders to be in conftant readinefs for fimilar 
fervice. 

General Groddard feems to have adopted the 
warlike propenfities of the prefidcncy, with all 
the charafteriftic warmth and eagernels of the pro- 
feffion. And the ftatement which he tranfmitted 
to Calcutta, of the politics in the weflcrn di- 
vifions of India, was peculiarly calculated to 
flatter thofe mofi: popular and ialhionablc in Ben- 
gal. He took occafion, as foon as pollible, to ac- 
quaint the Poonah government with his powers 
and inftrudtions for bringing matters to an ami- 
cable accommodation. But, before the Piefliwa 
could make any reply, Ragoba had effcdled his 
efcape from the cuftody of Sindia, having fled fa 
early in the beginning of June, and taken re- 
fuge in the Englifh camp. The Bombay prefi- 
dcncy. were rather Ihy of interfering further in the 
fortunes of that renegade prince. And, while a 
febemeof reconciliation was adjufting, they Ihifted 

the 
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the refponlibility to Goddard, though Ragoba 
could not conceal how much he preferred a 
renewal of his conne<5tion with them to a de- 
pcndance on the fupreme council. Previous tp 
this event, the Piefhwa, and Moodajee Sindia, 
had informed the Bombay council of their 
relblution to retaliate the injuries received from 
Hyder Ally, and on that account intimated the 
iincereft folicitude of coming to a final agree- 
ment with the fervants of the Company. The 
afylum which Ragoba found in our camp, in the 
mean while, correfponded with the wiflics of the 
fupreme council, who encouraged him to exped: 
their protedion. His politics were, however, 
no longer eligible, and he was confidcred only 
as capable of afli fling our army in effeding war or 
peace with advantage. His monthly allowance 
was greatly reduced ; and he was given to under* 
Hand, that our favour for the future would 
depend on the fidelity of his condud, in not 
endeavouring by his intrigues or emiflaries at 
Poonah to counterad the views of his benefadors. 
The Marratto government, notwithflanding his 
reception in the Britifh camp, of which they 
had the earlieft intelligence, delegated commif- 
fioners to open a treaty with the general. But 
thefe commilTioners did not arrive till the middle 
of Auguft, and were in no hafle when they came 
to bring forward the bufinefs. Their powers were 
fb limitted, that it became neceflary to difpatch 
meffepgcrs to Poonah on the moft trivial difficul- 
V 4 ties 



5^8 T»A«S ACTIONS IN INtyiA: 
ulct that arofe, and the anfwers were returned with 
fp little punfhiality and expedition, that their pa- 
cific defires were, at leaft for the time, apparently 
abated. 

It Was about this period that the politics of 
the governor-general began to exhibit their na*. 
fural efFeAs on the numerous powers of India, 
A league was forming, which was to unite them 
in one general and formidable confederacy for the 
extinftlon of the Company. I'he principles of the 
Englifh government, and the various events which 
fevery where attended their operation, had pro- 
duced the molt univerfal deteftation and alarm, 
ahd ultimately excited fuch a ferious apprehen-* 
henfion of common danger from their intrigues 
iiftijl exploits, as combined the moft difeordant m* 
terefts and hoftUe nations, to defeat their ambi* 
tious purpofes. They had dethroned potentates, 
ftnd ufurped their dominions. The Subah of Ben- 
gal, the Vizier of Oude, and the Nabob of the 
Carnatic, were reduced to a fiate of fplcndid 
thrawldom, the contemptible inftruments of Bri- 
tilh rapacity, and the miferable trophies of an 
Ambition which threatened the dependence of every 
prince in the empire. The ruin of the Rohillas 
Was an awful and inftrudtive pidkirre of what each 
of them might expedt in their turn. Their dere- 
lidlion of the emperor, perfidioufly dripping him 
of his tribute and the ceflion of his dominions, 
lb incongruous with the faith or law of nations to 
d creature of their Own, were fo many ftron§ 
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proofs that their engagements were conikterial 
only as meafores of expediency ; and tbat^ dief 
aa:ed from no fettled principles^ but thofe of 
treachery and ufurpation. Thcle ideas weto te* 
vived and corroborated by our very extraordinary 
mode of renewing hoililitics with the Marrattos^ 
The excefs to which we had carried our outrages 
agalnft thefc powerful ftates heightened every 
fenfe of pad or more diftant grievances, and ri- 
vetted that general odium which the prevailing 
complexion of our government had fo conftantly 
created and accumulated- A fyftem thus natural 
and inveterate gathered ftrength from contingency, 
and was at lad matured and rendered operative by 
the march of an army through the heart of the 
country ; the utter expulfion of the French ; and 
that violent propenfity for war, which ilill raged 
in the councils of Calcutta. 

This great feheme of general exertion origi- 
nated wdrh the Nizam of the Deccan, though it 
does not appear that he had received any intelli- 
gence of the facrilice which it was intended to 
have made of him in the Bcrar treaty. Indeed, 
there wanted not enough of caufes, independent of 
this circumdancc, to ftimulate him in projecting 
and effediing an union fo necclTary to the common 
fafety. He was not without his lharc of apprehen- 
fion from the power which menaced the whole ; 
his connection with the Poonah adminiftration was 
intimate and inviolable ; he regarded Ragoba at 
an invind^fe viUain^ tHitrly m&pahk of faith % he 

thought 
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thought the Bombay expedition to Poonah fuch a 
flagrant violation of treaty, that he imputed the 
deftruftion of their army to the immediate inter* 
ference of Heaven, by which the unjuft are often 
deftined to fall in their own fnares. Thefe fads, 
and the animadverfions they fuggefted, he had 
avowed fo explicitly, that Moodajee Boonfla had 
early apprifed the governor-general ‘‘ that the 
‘‘ Nabob Nizam, and others alfo, who were all 
alarmed at the encroachments of the Englifh 
in the Dcccan, were waiting a favourable op- 
portunity to repel them.” The Marrattos were, 
by this time, in a fituation of peculiar embar- 
raflinent, being under the neceffity of either coming 
to a final adjuftment with the Englifh, on their own 
terms, that they might be avenged of Hyder ; or 
of accoriimodating matters with the latter, that 
they might bo able to exert their whole ftrength 
in repelling the inlults of the former. Hyder 
made the firft advances, by offering a large fum 
.of money for reimburfing their expcnces in the 
late war ; a confiderablc tribute for the conquered 
countries ; and his whole force to affift them 
againft the common enemy. Their prediledion, 
however, for an accommodation with the Englifh, 
defeated, for the time, the fuccels of thefe over- 
tures, when the efcape of Ragoba, in connedion 
with various other circumftances, completely re- 
verfed the face of affairs. By the Nizam’s addrefs 
peace was immediately concluded between the Mar- 
rattos and Hyder Ally ; and the fyftcmatic con- 
federacy 
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fcderacy againft the Englilh accompUfhed, The 
plan of this important league dirc^ed that Hyder 
and the Nizam fhould attack the Carnatic and the 
northern Circars ; that the forces of the Mar- 
rattos fhould be employed on the fide of Surat and 
the Guzurat ; and that the Rajah of Berar fhould 
invade the provinces of Bengal. Nudjiff Cawn, 
and other chiefs on the weflern extremities of In- 
dia, were alfo invited to a6l their part in thia 
great effort, and to make the confufion and dan- 
ger general, by carrying fire and fword into Oude, 
Allahabad, and other provinces in that quarter- 
Moodajee Boonfla is the only one who feems to 
have become a partifan to the caufe with reludt^ 
ance ; and who a<5\:ed a part againft his inclina- 
tion, that he might favc his territories from th© 
depredations of his neighbours. The enterprize 
intrufted to his execution was not undertaken 
with any degree of promptitude. His army did 
not reach the frontiers of Bengal until the ap- 
proach of the rainy feafon, which, however dif- 
pofed for a<ft:ion, muft have fufpended its operations 
for fcveral months. Nor did the expedition, how- 
ever formidable in appearance, anfwer any other 
purpofe ultimately, than that it afforded the fu- 
premc council an opportunity of returning the 
kindnefs fhewn to the Bengal detachment on the 
banks of the Nerbudda, by furnifhing them fuch 
a feafon ible fupply of provifion as prevented them 
from ftajrvipg. 


All 
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All profpefla of accommodation with the Poonah 
miniftry were now at an end. The Marratto agent 
in the Britifli camp, by the decifion which the ge- 
neral thought ncceffary at length to alTume, was 
induced to declare, in his mailer’s name, that he 
would accede to no overtures made by the Engliih, 
nor conclude a treaty with us on any other terms 
than an immediate furrender of Ragoba, and the 
licftoration of all our late captures on that fide of 
India. This was a crifis of the utmofl importance 
to the whole complicated fyllcm of the Com- 
pany’s concerns. Our preparations for adlion were 
every where *profecuted with additional energy afid 
expedition. Bombay Ilipulatcd with Goddard for 
a Iharc of the conqueft, and fupplied him with all 
the troops not indifpenfably neceffary to their own 
defence. They declined, at the fame time, par- 
taking in the refponfibility of the war, and de- 
clared their utter incapacity to defray any part of 
the expence. The government of Fort St. George, 
notwithftanding their abhorrence of a meafure fo 
pregnant, as they prefumed, with imminent and 
inevitable deftru<^ion, were obliged, on the fame 
account, to part with a large portion of that force, 
the want of which they were foon to experience. 
The fuperior council concluded an alliance, offen- 
livc and defenfive, with the Ranna of Ghod, whofo 
territories, from their nature and lituation, con- 
fiding partly of impenetrable woods, and partly 
of inaccelEble mountains, and lying oq the weftern 
banks of the Jumna, formed no inconfiderable 

barrier 
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barrier againft any irruptions of the enemy from 
that quarter. Wc had this fubftantial advantage 
in the outfet, that they had neither union among 
themfelves, nor money to ftrengthen, infpirc, and 
expedite their exertions ; while our moft impor- 
tant enterprizes had nothing to fear, as yet, from 
any material defed in our pecuniary refources. 

That divifion of the Guzurat which lies towards 
the Indus was held by the Marratto family of the 
Guicawar. In the former war, the title to the 
fucceffion being contefted, the claims of Futty 
Sing Guicawar were efpoufed, and carried into 
effe<fl by our interference. On that occafion the 
Company had obtained very confiderable acceflions 
of territory. The right, to fome of thefc at Icaft, 
was fubfequently maintained in the Poonah treaty, 
and became the principal article in reference to 
Suture inquiry, which was then left undecided- 
The Nabob afterwards aflerted, that this grant 
was the eflfedt of extortion, while he had not the 
liberty of adiing as a free agent ; and that, in 
fadl, withouii^the concurrence of the Poonah go- 
vernment, he had no right to make in The co- 
operation of this chief was now become a dcfirahic 
object ; and very advantageous offers were held 
out to him In a propofed treaty of alliance. He 
appears, however, extremely backward to enter 
into any new connedlion with the Englilh. Our 
troops pafled the Tappec the fecond day of 1780. 
It was their approach which, in all probability, 
brought him to acquiefee in our mcafures. The 

fort refs 
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fortrefs of a petty territory belonging to the 
Peifliwa, which lay in the diredl road to the capi- 
tal of Bradera, where the Nabob refided, was the 
oftenfible object of this movement. Dubhoy, 
--with its diftridt, was foon reduced ; but Futty 
Sing ftill kept his diftance. Nor was it without 
confidcrable management that he was induced, by 
the end of the month, to put his fignaturc to a 
treaty for dividing the Guzurat between the par- 
ties, and a perpetual exclufion of the Poonah go- 
vernment. 

It was not till the 1 5th of February that God- 
dard, reinforced by the Nabob’s cavalry, inverted 
the city of Ahmedabad, the capital of the pro- 
vince. In five days it w'as taken by ftorm. The 
whole furrounding country fell at the fame time. 
The Nabob, being raifed to the government by the 
general, was liberal enough in parting grants, to his 
mafters, of thofc diftridts which they kept in their 
own hands. The general was anxious to delay a 
final partition of the capture, until the more im- 
portant ends of the war Ihould be obtained. But 
the gentlemen of Bombay, diflatisfied with the 
divifion which had been made, advifed the fu- 
perior council, from their own knowledge of 
Futty Sing, not haftily to ratify the treaty, with- 
out at lead referving to themfelves the right dF in- 
fifting on a fubfequent adjufthient. 

A powerful army, under Sindia and Holkar, 
"^had now taken the field, and feemed diredting 
their march iqx Surat. They were, however, in- 
tercepted 
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rerccpted by General Goddard, who came up with 
them on the 8th of March, and was prevented at- 
tacking them in the night, as he intended, by a 
letter from Mr. Farmer, one of the gentlemen left 
as an hodage at Worgaum, and now in the enemy's 
camp. This informed him, that thefe two politic 
chiefs were only folicitous of obtaining his friend- 
diip. On the following day both hodages were 
enlarged, and prefented themfelvcs before their 
countryman. A confidential agent accompanied 
them, at the fame time, from Sindia, who affured 
-the general of his mafter's hatred to NanaFurnefc, 
the prefent Marratto regent ; and defired an ex- 
planation of what was meant with regard to Sindia 
and the Peifhwa feparately. He likewife preffed 
the general to make propofals for fuch an agree- 
ment as might cciually facilitate the views of both 
parties. This, however, the general declined, 
and expelled information from Sindia, who bed 
knew how fuch a revolution was to be effecfled as 
might mod effe^flually repay the trouble and cx- 
pence it would infallibly occafion. It is generally 
conjeiftured, that Slndia’s only view, by this ma- 
noeuvre, was to obtain the pofllflion of Ragoba 
and his fon, and by that means to aggrandize 
himfelf in the date, without any reference to our 
advantage. His propofition certainly went to ilipt 
obje<5\:. But his Vakeel, on delivering it, was 
immediately difmid'ed, with an aflurance that the 
Englifh would, by no means, be induced to put 
any reftxaint upon Ragoba, not. rifk the fafety 

of 
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of his fon ; and, though fin<:erely difpofed to a fair 
accomodatidn, they would not raife his mafter to 
the government^ without fomc previous condition 
in their favour. Sindia was, at the fame time, 
carrying on a fee ret corrcfpCndence with Govin-* 
drow, a refractory brother of Futty Sing, whom 
he not only promifed to aflift, but had received 
him into his camp. This, with fome other in- 
explicable inftances in the condudt of Sindia, 
prompted the general to ufe all his endeavours to 
bring on an aCtion between the two armies* But 
the wary Marratto was fo much on his guard, 
that a furprife was impracticable. And it wai 
not till Goddard, leaving every thing behind, 
puflied rapidly forward with the cavalry grenadiers, 
and the moft alert in the army, that he compelled 
the Marrattos to ftand an engagement. Having 
pafled their principal guards with dexterity, he 
fell in without hefitation upon their camp. The 
rapid difeharge of the artillery did prodigious ex- 
ecution among the Marratto liorfe, and the vari-^ 
ous attacks and evolutions were effeCted wdth lb 
much fplrit, and direfted with fuch ability, that 
the enemy were driven from tlicir poll and com- 
pletely routed in lefs than an hour. The Britilh 
officers, flung by the recoUcclion of their late de- 
.feat, were anxious to wipe away that dilgrace, and 
retrieve the honour they had tlien loft. The very 
fepoys, though fighting againft their own country- 
.men, were even proud tp be once more found cgt 
the vanguiibiog flde. 


It 
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It was ihortly after this, that Captain Campbel, 
murning from a foraging expedition, at Ibme dif- 
tancc, with only two battalions of fepoys, four 
field pieces, and a large convoy of provifions, was 
intercepted by Sindia, at the head of twenty 
thoufand men* It is not improbable that Camp- 
bcl had a choice of ground, adapted to the na- 
ture and number of his petty force. In truth, it 
is othcrwife incredible that he lliould have de- 
fended himfelf againfl fuch an army with fuccefs. 
Tie, notwithflanding, repulfed the enemy with 
the lofs of five or fix hundred men, and carried 
away his convoy unimpaired. In this action, it is 
fald, the fire of the flank companies did eminent 
and confpicuous execution among the cnemy^s ca- 
valry ; a circumftance which, it has bcenlhrewdly 
enough remarked, might in a great meafure have 
arifen from fome peculiarity in the pofition of our 
troops. Lieutenant Walfh experienced alfo (imilar 
fuccefs againft an obvious difparity of numbers. 
Detached, with a battalion of fepoys and a regi- 
ment of cavalry, to furprife a camp of fix thou- 
fand Marrattos, and finding the infantry could 
not reach them before day, that the defign might 
not be fruflratcd, he determined to make his 
attack with the horfe only. The enterprize was 
ha7.ardous, but conducted with bravery and fkill. 
1 he enemy was routed (^May ^d] with great 
daughter. Their own cannon were occupied 
againft them with fuch adroitnefs and refolution, 
that many of thofe who efcaped were utterly at 
Z a lofs, 
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a lofs how to account for fo fudden a difaller. 
The commander, with a great number of officers 
and Inen, were left dead upon the fpot ; and the 
camp, with all it contained, fell into the hands of 
the Englifli. 

Soon after Major Forbes, with only two batta- 
lions of fepoys, furprifed and put to flight a body 
of feven thoiifand Marrattos. The fcafon, how- 
ever, approached when both armies were obliged 
to repair to winter quarters, that they might 
avoid the pernicious cfledts of the rainy months. 
In every adlion with the enemy, and in fpight of 
evt ry advantage which numbers eould bellow, our 
troops were uniformly vicloi ious and triumphant. 
Indeed, nothing could reflcel greater credit on the 
general, the officers, and even the privates at large, 
nor eflablifli a more operative convidlion of our 
fnperior prowefs in the fchl, than the conflant 
fuccefs which attended all our exertions during 
this campaign. 

Nor were the atchievements of the Company's 
troops lefs fplendid and material on the frontiers 
of the Bengal provinces. Early precautions had 
been taken to guard ngainfl any incurfion of the 
enemy on this fide of the country. Ghod, as 
had been forefeen, in confequcnce of its recent 
<;onnc(!:lion with us, was inflantly attacked by a 
powerful body of Marrattos. But Major Popham, 
with only a handful of men, foon cleared the 
country of rhefo marauders ; drove then! before 
him through a confiderablc part of their own, and 

com- 
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commanded fuch an accefTion of territory, as 
might have proved of importance, but that it 
could not be retained. The celebrated fortrefs of 
Gualier flood in the midft of this petty flate. It 
was flill in the pofTeflion of the Marrattos, and 
probably as great an cye-forc to the natives as 
Gibraltar, under the command of a Britilb gar- 
rifon, is to the Spaniards. The anxiety of Mr. 
Haflings for the rcdudllon of this place was no 
fee ret to the major, whofe own folicitude for. dif- 
tin6lion, in the line of his profeflion, powerfully 
excited the cnterprizc. The fortifications, which 
were of great ftrength, inclofcd the fummit of a 
prodigious high hill, encircled by rocks, and 
equally barricaded on every fide by the moft 
tremendous precipices. The ground which lay 
within the works was fo extenfive and fo fertile 
as to be equal to the fubfiftence of any number of 
men which the defence of the garrifon might 
require. The major, perhaps, formed any hopes 
of fuccefs which he might entertain, againft a poft 
which the princes of Indoflan had always pro- 
nounced impregnable, on that Confidence and fe- 
curity which are natural to fuch a fituation. Some 
natives, from motives which do not appear, had 
difeovered a fecret pafTage, by which they feram- 
bled up the rocks, and entered with fafety in the 
night. The major, informed of this inaportant 
circumflance, had the track minutely examined ; 
and conceiving, from the report, a bare poffibility 
of fuccefs, he boldly determined to riik all the 
Za 


con- 
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confcquences of a failure. The attempt was at- 
tended with fuch imminent hazard and difficulty^, 
as rendered the fuccefs which followed uncom- 
monly brilliant. The conftcrnation and furprifc, 
occafioncdby a capture thus rapid and uncxpecflcd, 
had an immediate and powerful operation on the 
enemy. They inflantly retreated from the whole 
circumjacent country ; and it is faid the alarm even 
reached Sindia in his capital, Ougein, whither he 
had juft retired from the Guzurat. 

Sufpending our attention to the Company’s af- 
fairs in the northern and upper parts of India for 
the ])refent, it may not be improper in this place 
to give fome account of the tranfa<51:ions, which, 
at the fame time, agitated the powers and threat- 
ened ourinterefts on the coaft of Coromandel. 


CHAP, 
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CHAPTER X. 

French War— Fondi cherry taken — Affair of the Gun- 
toor Circar and Pcjlicujh — Hyder Ally iirvades the 
Carnatic — P’he Conjequences of that Event — The 
Preftdcncy and the Nabob equally unprepared-^ State 
of the Army — Sir He ^ or Monro takes the Field — 
Baillies Situation — His Difajier — Sir Eyre Coote^s 
Arrival — He beats the Eriemy in four pitched Battles 
— The IFar with the Dutch — Expedition agairift their 
Settlements in Sumatra — The Fall of Negapatam on 
the Coromandel Coaff, and ofTrincomale in the JJla 72 d 
of Ceylon, 


Authentic intelligence of our late war 

with France was communicated to the governor- 
general of Bengal fo early as July 1778 j and his 
thorough convi<5>ion of this great and interefting 
fa6l produced an immediate and fenliblc influence 
on all the meafures of the fupreme council. The 
deflination of Count d’Eflaing’s fleet, which was 
then unknown, was not unnaturally fuppofed to 
be fome of our capital ports on the Indian flaore. 
Report, which for the moft part magnifies w^here 
h does not fabricate, gave weight to the conjeeflure. 
The Chevalier St. Lubin was flill at the Durbar, 
and obferved to be frequent in clofe conference 
with the Peifhw a. The fteps which the govern - 
Z 3 ment 
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merit of Calcutta took to repel the impending dan- 
ger were, to bring their differences with the Mar- 
ratto flates to a fpeedy decifion ; to take inftant 
pofleffion of all the French fettlements in Bengal, 
and make a complete capture of all their fhips Ln 
the river ; and to recommend the fiege of Pondi- 
cherry to the prelidency of P'ort St. George, as a 
meafure which ought to be adopted without delay. 
The papers found on Mr. Chevalier, the governor 
of Chandernagore, who was apprehended making 
his efcape at Cuttack, confirmed the news of hof- 
tilities having commenced between Prance and 
England in Europe 5 and confequently juftified 
thefe preparatory arrangements for the fame con- 
flidf in that part of the world. 

The Englifh had commenced hoftilities againft 
the French fa( 5 \ories and fettlements at Chander- 
nagore, atYaman, atCarical, at Mafulipatam, and 
other places, the moment they were authorized to 
confider them as enemies with whom they were at 
war. Immediate depradations were at the fame 
time made on their trading veffels, both in the 
Ganges and on the coafts of Coromandel. It was 
not, however, till the beginning of Auguft that 
the prefidency of Madras were prepared for un- 
dertaking the redu6fion of Pondicherry, Sir Ed- 
ward Vernon commanded the fmall Britifh naval 
force at that time in the Indian feas. The fqua- 
dron, with which he failed againft Pondicherry, 
conftfted only of two frigates, a lloop of war, and 
the Valentine Eaft-Indiaman. He foon encoun- 
tered. 
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tered, in a very warm engagement, which lafteJ 
lafled above two hours, a French fleet of fupe- 
rior force, ‘under the command of M. de Tron- 
jolly. The Englifli admiral, who had manifedly 
the better In this fight, expended the enemy to 
have met him once more, and that he would hav6 
endeavoured at leaft to have kept the town from 
being invefted by fea, as well as by land, found 
it ever after impoflible to bring on a battle. After 
near a month's manoeuvring to no purpofe, the 
French f.eet abandoned the coafl, and left the 
Britifh flag triumphant. Pondicherry was imme- 
diately and clofely blockaded. The defence was 
fpirlted and indefatigable. M. de Bellecombe, 
governor of the town, and general commandante 
of the French fettlenients in India, gained immor- 
tal reputation by his gallantry rnd perfeveranco 
in this liege. The beliegers, however, foon gained 
a vUible fuperiority, and continued to carry on 
their approaches with increaling dexterity and 
difpatch, though the daring and vigorous opera- 
tions of the garrifon rendered the utmoft caution a 
matter of ncceliity, and, together with the violent 
rains which then frequently fell, coniiderably re- 
tarded their works. After a month's extreme la- 
bour, the place was deemed no longer tenable. 
On the day preceding that which had been fixed 
on for making the affault, the governor propofed 
a capitulation, which was readily granted, in a 
manner which gave ample and honourable tefti- 
mony to the bravery of the enemy. Whatever 
Z 4 was 
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was propofed, that did not interfere with the pub- 
lic fecurity, was liberally admitted. On this ac- 
count alone the European part of the garrifon 
were fent to France, and the fepoys, and other 
native troops in the country, dilbanded. The 
honours of war were allowed, and, as a particular 
mark of attention to M. de Bellecombe, the regi- 
ment of Pondicherry, at his requeft, were per- 
mitted to keep their colours. Nearly three hun- 
dred pieces of artillery became the prize of the 
conquerors, who feized, at the fame time, all 
public property, but fecured whatever was private 
to the owners. Our lofs amounted to two hundred 
and twenty-four flain, and above fix hundred 
wounded. Of the enemy, little fhort of the fame 
number were killed and wounded ; a circumfiance 
which abundantly demonftrates their zeal in the 
fervice of their country, and the obftinacy with 
which they maintained their ground to the laft ex- 
tremity. 

I'hefe vioknees, on tlie part of the Englifh, and 
the uniform fuccefs which attended them, co-ope- 
rated, with a variety of other caufes, to render the 
extenfion of our power an objciff of ferious atten- 
tion and concv. rn, efpecially to the neighboyring 
princes. The lall of Pondicherry was at leaft im- 
mediately followed by the fettlement of the Gun- 
toor circar. It w ;s an acquifition which the pre- 
fidency of Ma li had, for fome time, been very 
anxious to obtain, as, from its fituation, it muft 
have enabled them to exclude the French nation 

from 
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i^rom the Deccan ; to keep open a communication 
by land with the four northern circars ; and to 
have preferyed the continuity of their pofleflions, 
and thofe of their allies. Bazalet Jung, however, 
was in prefent poffeffion of it, as a jaghire, for life, 
for which he was tributary to his brother, the Su- 
bah of the Deccan, and by whom he was bound 
not to difpole of it in any manner, or to any 
perfon, without his confent or approbation. I'his 
jprovince, in the treaties by which ihe other four 
were conveyed and confirmed to the Company, 
was alfo ordained to become our's at the death of 
Bazalet Jung. We were, at the fame time, re- 
flrained from all attempts by negociation or bar- 
gain, excepting by the mediation of the Nizam, 
to obtain the Guntoor before the time allotted. 
Thefe treaties further provided, that we fhould 
aflift the Nizam with our forces, in all cafes of 
war or invafion ; that we fhould operate as a check 
on the refra(51ory difpofition of Bazalet Jung, to 
the degree of difpoffeffing him of the jaghire the 
moment he entered on meafures dangerous to his 
brother, or inconfiftent with the tranquillity of his 
government ; and that any alliance with the ene- 
mies of the Company, or giving them any aflift- 
ance, fhould render him liable to a forfeiture, not 
only of his poffeifions, but of all prote^^ion, eithcii 
from us or his brother. 

Notwithftanding thefe feemingly infuperabjeob- 
ftacles, fo eagerly delirous had the prefidency been, 
lo auticipate the proprietory of thb valual^le terri- 
tory, 
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tory, that overtures had been frequently fubmitted 
to the Nizam on the fubjecft. But this prudent fo- 
vereign adopted the wife policy of not granting too 
much, as he found the requifitions of the Company 
were endlefs, Thefedireft applications to him were 
however fuch unequivocal acknowledgments of his 
fovereignty, as ought to have been an infupera- 
ble bar to their treating with any other. But time, 
accident, opportunity, and ambition, dilTolved 
the obligations which had been formerly deemed 
binding. Ba/alot had been frequently charged 
with entertaining a prediledhion for the French. 
He was ftrongly fufpedied on this occafion to be 
folely direfted by their influence. FIc had received 
a body of troops into his fervice, which, though 
compofed of vagabonds from almoft all the nations 
in Europe, were yet commanded by one Mr. 
[.ally, a Frenchman. Strong and repeated re- 
mohflrances were made to him on this fufpicious 
meafure. His apology was not fatisfa^^ory. The 
friendfliip of the French was no longer adequate 
to his protecVion. 'Fhe intcrefl of the Englifh pre- 
dominated every where to fuch a degree, that 
it was madnefs to rilk their refentment. Their 
intrigues were feconded by menaces. 'J he ap- 
proaches of Hydcr Ally, wh) by this time had 
extended his conquefls to the frontiers of the drear, 
completed the wilhes of the prefulency, by terri- 
fying the timid Bazalet into compliance. He was 
at the fame lime perhaps difgiifted by the licenti- 
oufnefs of his new auxiliaries. He had therefore, in 

the 



transactions in INDIA: 347 

the end of the year 1778, thought himfelf juftified 
from the difficulties to which he was reduced, and 
the apprehenfions he entertained for his fafety, in 
applying to the Englifh for prote6Iion and relief. 
He fpon after entered into a treaty of friendfhip 
and alliance, and on our fide of afliftance and de- 
fence, with the council of Fort St. George. By 
this agreement, which took place without the know- 
ledge or intervention of the Nizam, he difmified 
the French troops, and furrendered the Guntoor 
circar into the hands of the Company. 

It was propofed in council, that the gradual 
procefs of this important tranfa 6 Iion fhould be trans- 
mitted to the Subah, and the completion of it 
fufpended till his confent could be obtained, that 
fome appearance of refpe<fl at leaft might be paid 
to the treaties fubfifting between both parties. 
This temperate and equitable advice was however 
overruled by the majority. Thus did the Com- 
pany's fervants carry a compac 5 f, including new 
arrangements of connetSfion, revenue, and territory^ 
with a fubje^f, without the participation or confent 
of hU fovereign. Nor could the fupreme govern- 
ment obtain any other information of this* very ex- 
traordinary bulinefs, than that a negociation for 
granting the Guntoor, upon certain conditions, to 
the Company, was carrying on with the faireft 
profpecSl of fuccefs. It was not fo much as fpecified 
either with whom it was condudled, or by whom the 
grant was to be made. It was even concluded, 

with 
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with every formality, full ten months before any 
official accounts of it reached Bengal. 

The Guntoor circar was immediately farmed out, 
upon a leafe of ten years, to the Nabob of Arcot, 
who haf long a<5Ied as the great farmer-general of 
the Company in this part of India. Whatever emo- 
luments may accrue to the fcrvants, the profits of 
their mafters, from this extenfion of the Nabob’s 
credit, fcem rather problematical. His debts have 
not only reduced them to the greateft difficulry, 
but opened fuch a field of intrigue for a number 
of unprincipled individuals, as have fullied the 
Britilh name. Avarice feems the difeafe of his 
nature, and his reludfance to difcharge his pecu- 
niary obligations is ftrengthened with his years. 
The Nizam had always regarded his encroach- 
ments in the Deccan with jealoufy. He knew the 
principles that inipired him. He faw him now 
under a very alarming afpedf of public affairs 5 and 
the Imprellion of various interefting tranfa( 5 fions 
at once pufhed forward into a fituation, fo near, 
fo critical and fo unexpefled, that no moderation 
could prevent difputcs, or vigilance guard againft 
danger. * It was expc6fed to prove ft ill more offen- 
five to Hyder Ally, between whom and the Nabob 
there fubfifted the moft inveterate and implacable 
animolity. Nor did that prince long difguife his 
fentiments of a meafure, which ftruck him as in- 
tended to obftrufl his operations on the northern 
borders, to encourage difturbance in his new ac- 

quilitions. 
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qulfitions, or to facilitate a concerted attack upon 
his intereft in that unfettled quarter. 

Bazalet Jung foon became alarmed from the me- 
naces he received, and the dangers which gathered 
round him. Not thinking the troops within reach, 
of the Guntoors equal to his proted:ion» he urged 
the prelidency for an immediate and powerful re- 
inforcement. A confiderable detachment, under 
the command of Col. Harper, was forthwith fent 
on that fcrvice. He was at the fame time, with' 
out leave obtained, or even requeued, and per- 
haps without any real necelTity, ordered to take 
his route through part of Hydcr*s dominions. But 
Hyder was too jealous and tenacious of his rights 
to permit the fame liberties here which had been 
taken on the other fide of India. Harper had no 
fooner entered the Cuddepah, than he announced 
to the officers of Hyder, on that flation, the ob- 
jei^ and deftination of his march. Their anfwer 
was, that he fhould be oppofcd, and the pafles 
barricaded againft him. He proceeded notwith- 
ftanding, but his temerity was foon checked. He 
found the trees cut down acrofs the way at Atcour, 
other means of defence and obftru<Slion adopted, 
and a large body of troops ftrongly pofted to 
difpute his palfage. Having no orders to com- 
mence hoftilities, the dread of being inclofed by 
the enemy, and prelfed for time, he gave up the 
defign for the prefont, and fell back to Innaconda, 
which he reached the 14th of April [1779], after 
fpending a week to no purpofc in Cuddepah. 

Aware 
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Aware that the treaty for the Guntoor circar 
was not in all refpe£ts conformable to the fpirit and 
tenor of engagments fubfifting between the Nizam 
and the Company, it was determined immediately 
on the conclufion of that bufinefs to appoint a 
refident at the court of Hydrabad. Mr. Hollond 
, was therefore preferred to that fituation, and in- 
ftru< 5 fed to declare the determination of the pre- 
lidency, to preferve inviolably the treaty of 1776, 
to Ihew that their late agreement with Bazalet 
Jung was no infringement of it, and that they 
had hitherto made all their applications to the 
Nizam, as anfwerable for the deportment of his 
brother, but that their apprehenfions from the 
French troops had impelled them at laft to open 
a negociation direflly with Bazalet. He was to 
afTure him at the fame that the Pefhcufli, or tri- 
bute, for the northern circars, which had not for 
fome time paft been pun 61 ually difeharged, was 
delayed only on that account. 

The account of this appointment, tranfmitted to 
the fuperior government, Hates only, that the pre- 
lidency of Fort St. George ferioully dreaded the 
refentment of the Nizam, from his attachment to 
the Poonah miniftry, his hatred to Ragoba, and 
our concern in the Marratto dllPentions ; that, as 
the northern circars were much expofed to inva- 
fion from the Deccan, and the Subah’s friend/hip 
extremely doubtful, they deemed it highly expe- 
dient to have the beft and earlieft intelligence of 
his defigns ; and that for this purpofe, and for fet- 

ding 
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iling whatever related to the Guntoor circar, and 
the difipidion of the French troops, they had ap- 
pointed Mr. Hollond their relident at the Nizam’s 
Duibar, and inftru6ied him to correfpond with the 
fupremc council on whatever deferved their at- 
tention in that quarter. 

Our relident was received by the Nizam with 
every mark of rcfpced. lie dated a variety of 
indanccs, to prove with what fidelity he had uni- 
formly maiiitained hi> engagements to the Com- 
pany. He alTumed the foie merit of having in- 
duced his brother to part with the French troops, 
whom he had taken into his own fcrvice, that they 
might not join either Ilydcr Ally or the Marrattos. 
But, when at a fubfo(picnt audience the aifairs of 
the Guntoor province were opened, and he under- 
dood that a body of our troops had marched for 
the protetdion of the country againd the deligns 
of Flyder, in expCiflation that his own forces would 
join them for accomphfliing that purpofe"*, it is 
faid that his countenance was at once exceedingly 
changed, and he laboured under the greated and 
mod vifible angullli of mind. It appears as if 
he had refolved on revenge from this moment, and 
that in all his fubfequ^nt conferences with Hollond 
this infult was condantly uppermod in his mind ; 
that he frequently urged the grofs abfurdity of af- 
fecting a friendlhip, notwithdanding a conduct 
thus glaringly hodile ; that his feelings would by 
no means fuffer him to brook fuch an interference 
with his family concerns 5 that the intentions im- 
puted 
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puted to Hyder Ally, of moleftlng his brother's 
country, had no exiftence but in our infidious po- 
licy ; that the treaty required our troops to be im- 
mediately countermanded from entering the circar; 
or, if the treaty was not to be regarded, he would 
himfelf oppofe them ; and that Hyder Ally was 
about to chaftife the prefidcncy for their perfidy, 
by fuddenly falling on the Carnatic in his former 
mode of overrunning the country, plundering and 
buri'lng every thing before him, and cautioufly 
avoiding fixed bittlcs. 

In confequence of 1 lollond s fivourable recep- 
tion at Hydrabad, it was refolved in council to 
try if a remifiion of the tribute for the northern 
circars could not be obtuned, i hefe were held 
by a phirmaund or grant from the great Mogul, 
who ftill afiumed the filly prero gative of giving 
away countries, into which he bad not the privi- 
lege of entering. This, they prefumed, eftablilhed 
their free and unconditional right to the five 
circars, and their receiving ihem afterwards from 
the Nizam, on paying an annual tribute, was a 
furrender of the Company's property, 1 hefe 
ideas were much laboured in a minute from the 
prefident, which was adopted. Hollond was con- 
fequently inftruoided to mention nocompromife, nor 
to ftipulate fot any part of the Pefhcufh, until all 
his exertions to prevail with the Nizam to relin- 
quifh the whole proved unfuccefsful. In that cafe, 
he was to be fatisfied with an abatement from five 
lacks, the prefent ftandatd, to two the rate at 

which 
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wliich the Company had held the arrears for the 
firft fix years. 

It happened rather unfortunately for the fuccefs 
of this propofal that it was made when the pay- 
ment of the artear was expeffed, and while his 
refentments for the injuries done to his intereft, in 
the affair of the Guntoor province, were flill 
warmly avowed. He now conceived the ptfefi- 
dency to be bent on war, and openly declared 
himfelf prepared to meet them. He threatened 
to join Hyder Ally, and defired that his opinion 
might be immediately communicated to the pre- 
ftdency, and a fpeedy anfwer returned, left his 
troops advanced on Colonel Harper, in his way to 
the Guntoor. Hollond, though regularly advifed 
by the preftdency to afture thd' Nizam that no 
threat was meant, but that \a hatever remifiion could 
be obtained fhould proceed entirely from his own 
bounty and friendfliip, was told, at the fame time, 
to p^rlift in urging the requifition, as having a foikl 
foundation in equity, as what could not be given 
up, and as a meaiure with which the Ni/anr»'s 
compliance was expevffed. He was alfo autho- 
rized to add, that, ch<eugh they meant to pay the 
whole arrears when convenient, they were not un- 
prepared to retaliate whatever fteps might be taken 
to embarrafs or infult them. It was even inff- 
nuated, that the preftdency hoped the forces un- 
der Ldlly would be dHmifted, and directed to 
march towards th^ fea coaft, that all the Europeans 
might without delay be font to their re^fp^6tive 
A a countries, 



J54 transactions IN INDfA. 
countries, and that the natives fliould in like man- 
ner be diibanded. 

Nothing could be more impolitic than the eager- 
nefs with which thefe invidious difcuflions were 
brought forward at prefent, and Hollond was in- 
formed, on the laft day of Auguft, that the Pefh- 
cu(h would be expefted, and demanded as ufual, 

^ or the payment of it enforced j that immediate 
war would follow the fiift rcfufal, and that he 
might have his audience of leave in two days* 
'I'hefe declarations were fucceeded by formal no- 
tice to prepare for his departure. The Nizam 
even talked publicly of taking the field whenever 
the rainy months were at an end. Happily, the 
fupremc council totally condemned the ofl'enfive 
meafures, which for fome time had been thus go- 
ing forward with the Subah. They difpatched a 
letter to that prince, as foon as they were made 
acquainted with his iituatlon; in which, without 
arraigning the condu<5f of the Madras prefidency, 
they endeavoured to foothe and allay hisapprthen- 
lions, to fatisfy him that no meafures could be fi- 
nally fettled without their concurrence, and to 
concUlaic his confidence, by afiurances that they 
would fulTcr no infringement of the treaty between 
them. They told him, Hollond was dire^Ied to 
fufpend his negociation until he received further 
lnftru<5bons from his immediate conftituents, to* 
whom they had written bn the fubjeft. They in- 
clofed a copy of their letter to the Nizam in that 
which they dire^ied to Madras. And, not fe- 

verely 
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verely condemning what had taken ptece, they 
only enjoined a ftri£I compliance with the mea- 
fures now recommended for the reftoration of that 
mutual cordiality which had formerly diftinguifhed 
their connexion. The Nizam was on the eve of 
avenging himfelf for the wrongs done him by tbe 
Madras prefidency, when this letter arrived, which 
he received with the greaieft fatisfaiffion : “ If 
“ what you write/' faid he, “ is from your heart, 
“ and the government of Madras will adhere 
“ ftri6\ly to treaty, and will relinquifh the pof- 
“ fellion of the treaty, it is well ; if not, I have 
nothing of greater confcquence than defending 
my country. It is from this new line of con- 
dud: of the Englilli Company that the founda- 
‘‘ tions of enmity have been laid in the whole 
‘‘ country of Indoflan." 

I'he council of Madras were exceedingly dif- 
gufted by this interferenge of the fupreme govern- 
ment. They did not exped that their endeavours 
to relieve the Company from fo heavy a burden 
fhould be charged to a wanton violation of faith. 
Their condud to the Nizam had been blameable 
only for the extreme forbearance they had Ihewn 
him. They imputed his refentments to that teme- 
rity which fo generally originates in a confeiouf- 
nefs of impotence. They alledged, that whatever 
hoftile intentions he might really indulge arofe en- 
tirely from the Marratto war j and they boldly 
juftified the detention of the tribute, by the exam- 
ple uhich the Bengal prefidency had fet them of 
A a 2 develb: 
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devefting the emperor Of his. They even con- 
tended, th^t this was a queftlon in which the fu- 
perior board had no concern 5 and that the claufe 
in the a£^ of parliament, from whicbihey derived 
their authority, could not be conftrued to juftify 
their interference. They voted the recal and fuf- 
penfi<^ of Hollond for obeying their inftrudlions 
in correfponding with the fupreme council in Cal* 
cutta, who, notwithftanding, continued his ap* 
pointmcnt as the Company's reftdent at the court 
of Hydrabad. This unhappy difpute was, after 
much altercation and warmth, brought to a con- 
clulion, and fatisfa£\Lon obtained for the Nizam^ 
while the whole circumjacent country was in a 
Hate of actual invalton, by a fufpenlion of Mr, 
Whitehlll, who had fucceeded Sir Thomas Rum- 
bold in that government. 

I'he fciilurc of Harper's expedition, though 
owing to no mifcondu 61 : on his part, brought him 
into diigrace with the prefidency. By the fpirited 
interference of Hyder, he had been obliged to 
wait for fre(h orders. Nor did thefe arrive till 
he was in want both of money and provifion, 

^ which prevented his march by the only way in 
which it ought at firft, and could now be pur- 
fued. This delay dlfconcexted entirely the defigns. 
of the prefidcncy. Willing to exculpate them- 
ielvcs at Harper's expence, they charged him with 
procraftination, and fuperfeded him in the com^ 
mand, by appointing Colonel Baillie in his ftead* 
I'he occafioa of fuccouring the country of Bazalet 

Jung 
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Jung was the more preffing, that Hyder Ally, m 
his letters to him, remonftrated ftrongly againft 
his conneaioa with the EngliOi, whofe councils 
he treated with contempt, while he fpolce of their 
politics as dangerous and profligate in the e^ttreme. 
He profefled to know them perfedly. They were, 
in his opinion, the common enemies of the coun- 
try, perhaps of the fpecies. His own experience 
and fuccels in the laft war would operate, he 
trufted, at the fame time, as proofs that they were 
by no means fo formidable, even in arms, as was 
vainly imagined by thofe who had not courage to 
face them. For thefe reafons he could not agree 
to putting the circar into the hands of thofe who 
had been his old and inveterate enemies. Nor was 
the Nizam lefs importunate with his brother in dif- 
luading him from this ominous alliance. He afked, 
whether he knew the nature of thofe Europeans, . 
who could never be induced to part with any thing 
they had once obtained. He pointed to Sujah 
IX>wlah aiad his fon, as examples of the danger 
and ruin which uniformly attends their friendfliip. 
And he threatened to punifh his pcrfiflence in this 
impolitic conneiflion, by joining his troops with 
Hyder’s, and totally difpoflelling him of all hU 
territories. 

The dilatory march of the Company's detach’*- 
ment gave Hyder a full opportunity of convincit^g 
both the prcfldency and their new ally how much 
he had been in earoefl in the advice he had given. 
Py one of thofe rapid movenwiUs for which hi? 

A a 3 military 
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military conduft has been fo much diftinguifhed, 
he fuddenly entered the dominions of Bazalet, and, 
ravaging all the open country, confined him within 
the walls of his capital, Adoni. Thus circum- 
ftanced, he reprefented at Madras the abfolute im^ 
pofiibility of now fulfilling his engagements. He 
therefore requefted that they would withdraw their 
troops and civil officers from his territories, as their 
continuance might expofe him and the whole pro^ 
vince to ftill greater feverities. 

DifTerences fubfifting between the prefidency 
and Hyder Ally, which had been more or lefs wi- 
dening ever fince that difgraceful moment in which 
he had forced their fignature to a treaty of peace 
and clofe alliance at the gates of Madras, had 
lately been attended with fo many irritating cir- 
cumftances on both fides, that fincere accommoda- 
tion, however dcfirable, was no longer to be ex- 
pelled. He had, indeed, folicited our friendfhip 
with an affiduity which can only be juftified by the 
conviction which he entertained of its utility. And 
every principle of juft policy pointed him out as 
the natural ally of the Company. But their fer- 
' vants, by a feries of ill ufage ; by fulfilling no 
promife they had given ; by a breach of every 
treaty they had made 5 and by returning his kindeft 
offices with ingratitude ; converted him into one 
of their blttereft and moft determined enemies. 
He was by far the moft powerful neighbour they 
had on the coaft of Coromandel. He poftTefted 
thofe hilly countries which bound and barricade 

the 
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the weftem extremities of the Carnatic. His in- 
fluence, from wealth, dominion, and military force, 
among the Nairs, Nabobs, and princes, in thefe 
parts, might, efpecially in times of war, have 
been rendered of the moft efTential confequence to 
our intereft. But the politics of the prefidency 
had been warped, for years, with the prejudices of 
Mahommed Ally, who, animated by an invincible 
hatred to the perfon and fortunes of Hyder, em- 
ployed all his artifice and intrigues to foment the 
difference between him and the Englifh- This is 
the only probable account that has y«t been given 
of the treatment which that gxeat man experienced 
from the council of Madras. The Nabob urged 
them, with all his addrefs, to join the Marrattos 
in putting a ftop to the progrefs of Hyder*s con- 
quefis, and, by a well-concerted plan of co-ope- 
ration, to crufh his rifing grandeur. They might 
think it prudent to foften the abfolute rejecflion of 
his fyfiem, by an unqualified acquiefcence in the 
refentmcnts that produced it. And perhaps it was 
not eafy, under fuch circumftanccs, to preferve 
the efteem of their ally, without alTuming a cool- 
nefs to a power for whom he profefied fo radical ^ 
difllke. 

Our expedition to Mahie, a fort fituated on the 
Malabar coaft, in the vicinity of Hyder's domL- 
nions, was, by the predile<5Iion which it difeovered 
him to have for the French, the occafion of his 
fhewing an unequivocal antipathy to the prefidency 
oi Madras. This port belonged to one of Hyder's 
A a 4 tributary 
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tributary priuces ; he confidered it as vvlthia 
the line of that proteftion which he extended to 
^11 his territories. It was for this reafon, and on 
this principle, that he remonftrated againft the 
expedition. Here many Europeans, of all nations, 
had eftabiidied fa^ories, or were individually fet- 
tled for the purpofes of carrying on a mutual com- 
mercial intercourfe with the inhabitants of his do- 
minions, and to the reciprocal advantage of their 
refpeflive countries, both in India and Europe, 
While thefe adventurers aded the part of good 
fubje<51s, he thought it his duty, as well as intereft, 
to defend them againft every power who fliould 
dare to interrupt their tranquillity. He difavovved 
taking any lhare or concern in the private quar- 
rels which might agitate the difTcrent nations in 
Europe ; but it was his ferious determination to 
confider the hoftllitlcs againft Mahie as principally 
aimed at him ; and that ho ihould of courfe repel 
and revenge them to the utmoft of his power. His 
Vakeel at Madras was authorized to denounce, iq 
the moft explicit terms, an irruption into the Car- 
patlc, unlefs this mad project was laid alide. 
^The ftrength of the French, however, and their 
intrigues in this place, was an obje6l of very fe- 
rious attention to the welfare of the Company. 
It was coAfcqnently refolved to profecule the en- 
terprize at all hazards. The detachment was com^ 
mandjcd by Colonel J^raithwalte, whofe rapid ex-, 
firtions and fuccefs in reducing the fort defeated 
luipntioq 9f Hydcr, >yho wilh§d to hav^ pro-. 

ferved 
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f«yye4 it, an4 who ever gfter coofidercd the mea- 
lure as a perfons^l itifvU whigh he gl?Uge4 ia 
honour to retalUte. 

The Nabob of Arcot, wIk) apprehended the 
ferious confequences from the refeotmthU pf 
Hyder Ally, was inceiTant in apprifing the qoua* 
oil of the impending danger. He pginted out 
fuch a difpolition of the forces as might baft 
Aver the exigencies of the fervice. The fuddeu- 
nefs, or unexpected celerity, with which the enemy 
v/ould accnmplidi hi^ intention j the qonfternatiQn 
and diftraction incident to an invafton; the gene- 
ral moleftation which the rapidity of the cavalry 
would occahon ; were circumftances which muft 
impede the colledllon of troops fcattered in re- 
mote lituations. Draught bullocks for the artillery, 
and coolies, or porters, for aftrfting in the convey- 
ance both of baggage and provifions, in fuch 9 
moment of trepidation, it would be almoft impofti- 
ble to procure. He afiured them, at the fan\e 
time, that he had neither treafure nor troops in 
which he could place any fubftantial dependence. 
The well-known averlwn of the Nabob to Hyder 
Ally rendered his intelligence fufpicious, and de- 
feated the natural effc<5\ of this wholcfome advice. 
He was the firft, however, to announce the peace 
which took place between Hyder and the Mar- 
rattos ; an event foon after but t/oo fatally con- 
firmed, aad wliich ought to have been conftdered 
as the certain (ignal of ihe dreadful calamities 
athich fQlJftwgd. BuJ, though, by lliw ivm hardlji 

aa 
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an Individual in the fettlement doubted the reality 
of the enemy's defigns and preparations againft it, 
Hill no meafures were adopted for averting the 
confequences. They truftcd fuch an accommoda- 
tion might be efTci^ed by the fuperior govern- 
ment, in other quarters of India, as would baffle, 
or fufpend at leaff, the operations againft the Car- 
natic- Thefe, however, were every where carried 
on with vigour, and without difguifc, for the 
avowed purpofe of diftrefting the prefidency, who, 
notwithftanding, perfevered in as much inattention 
and torpid negligence as if no fymptoms of hofli- 
lity had appeared. 

The Nabob, at the moment when his exlftcnce 
was threatened with inevitable deftru<?lion, was in 
debt to all the world, to the Company, to his 
army, and to individuals. It had been long his 
plan to borrow from all who would lend, and never 
to pay. Every article of his expenditure was load- 
ed, and in arrears. His places of ftrength were ill 
garrifoned, without ftorcs, ammunition, or provi- 
fions. His troops, deftitute of neceffaries, were 
altogether without diicip/line, and in the habit of 
mutiny and defertion. His cavalry were feen to 
defert, at noon -day, by whole regiments, with 
their horfes and arms. He owed the recovery of 
his beft regiment from fuch a licuation to the ge- 
neroiity of a Britilh officer, who, to fatisfy their 
demands, and reconcile them to the fervicc, ad- 
vanced his whole private fortune. Even this fum, 
iiiius ieafonably lent, w'as not repaid till the gentle- 
man 
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man was in the utmoft diftrefs ; and then only 
by the government of Madras on the Nabob’s ac- 
count. 

The prefidency indeed were in polTeffion of a 
gallant and well-difplined army of about thirty 
thoufand men. Lord Macleod had recently rein- 
forced them by a new-raifed regiment of^ a thou- 
fand men from England. But this force was dif- 
perfed into various detachments, on fervices at the 
greateft diftance. A feIe<fbon of the befi troops 
on the eftablifhment were difpatched to the affift- 
ance of Goddard in the Guzurat. Others were 
ftatloned in garrilbns on the Malabar coaft, and 
Colonel Baillie commanded no inconfiderable force 
in the Guntoor circar. In the Carnatic there was 
none of any confideration colle^Ied. They were 
fcattered in quarten and garrifons. The treaibry 
was without money, and the military magazine 
without an adequate (lore of cither amunition or 
provifion. Much of this deficiency was attri- 
buted to the Nabob, who, in proportion as he 
prediv^Ied the approach of danger, had been urged 
though without effeil to provide againft the worft. 
His army had formerly amounted to nearly thirty- 
five thoufand effc^Iive men, a number who, joined 
to the Company’s, would have now fufiicicntly 
prote6fed the Carnatic. But their total want of 
order and fubordination had lately rendered their 
number of no confequence. It would at the fame 
time have greatly altered the pofture of affairs for 
the better, had his forts and garrifons been in a 

proper 
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proper Rate of defence, his troops but tolerably 
difciplined, and his large arrears to the Company 
confidcrably lelfened. They might then have 
afled with vigour and eifccl in his lupport, as well 
their own. And tho*. gh the frequent intelligence 
they received had not roufed them to fuch a de- 
gree of ^flivity and exertion, as the exigencies of 
the prefent crifis feemed to demand, it alForded 
conftant occafion of remonftratlng with the Nabob 
on the ruinous Rate of his army and iinance. 

Our want of conduct and f .refight only Rimu- 
latcd the genius of the enemy, who, availing him- 
JTelf of our infenfibility, was anxious, in his fan- 
guinary paroxyfm, to feize upon the vi6Fim of his 
fury by furprife. The following account cf this 
awful event is given by a writer, whofe maRerly 
powers of natural defeription, have no equal in mo- 
dern times. Hyder Ally “ refolved, in the gloomy 
receffes of a mind capacious of fuch things, to 
leave the whole Carnatic an everlaRing monu- 
ent of vengeance, and to put perpetual defola- 
tion as a barrier between him and thofe againR 
whom the faith, which holds the moral elements 
of the world together, was no protection. He 
“ became at length fo confident of his force, fo 
‘‘ colledled in his might, that he made no fe- 
“ cret whatfoover of Ids dreadful refoluiion. Hav- 
“ ing terminated his difputes with every enemy, 
and every rival, who buried their mutual ani- 
“ mofitics in their common deteRation of the Eng^ 
“ He drew from every quarter whatever 
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a favage ferocity could add to his new fudi- 
ments in the arts of deftru6lion ; and, compound-- 
“ ing all the materials of fury, havock, and de^ 
** folation, into one Wack cloud, he hung for 4 
while on the declivities of the mountains. VVhilft 
the authors of all thefe evils were idly and 
pidly gazing on this manacing meteor, which 
blackened alj their horizon, it fuddenly bufft, 
and poured down the whole of its contents tipoA 
the plains of the Carnatic. Then enfued a fcene 
of woe, the like of which no eye had fcen, 
“ no heart conceived, and which no tongue can 
adequately tell. All the horrors of war, before 
known or heard of, were mercy to that new 
“ havock ! A ftorm of univerfal fire blafted every 
field, confumed every houfe, deftroyed every 
temple 1 The miferable inhabitants, flying from 
their flaming villages, in part were flaugh- 
tcred ; others, without regard to fex, to age, to 
“ the reipe(51: of rank, or facrednefs of fundfion ^ 
fathers torn from children, hulbands from wires; 
“ enveloped in a whirlwind of cavalry, and 
amidfl; the goading fpears of drivers, and th# 
trampling of purfolng horfes ; were fwept into 
captivity in an unknown and hoftile land ! 

The firft accounts of this terrible difafler, which 
commenced in the frontiers, werefo far from being 
credited at Madras, that they wctq even treated 
with contempt. The burning of Conjeveram four 
days after the invafio*, and the appearance of the 
enemy’s horfc in the nclgbourhood, were fuch pre- 

fyg^-> 
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fagfts of approaching danger, however, as could no 
longer be difputed. Mr. Smith and Mr. Johnfon 
had indeed, with a laudable forefight, endeavoured 
to make the majority fenfible of the fituation to 
which the intereft of the Company in that quar- 
ter was expofed. They prefied the immediate 
neceffity of afiembling the troops, and taking fuch 
other precautions as might check the arrogance 
of an enemy fluflied with the expeftation of finding 
them unprepared. I'he ardour, the eloquence, 
and the dignity of feeling, with which Mr. Sad- 
ler reprobated the remilTnefs, which had fo long 
and fo unaccountably charafterifed the councils of 
Madras, are on record, and will remain an honour- 
able teftimony to his independent principles and 
patriotifm, when the conduft that excited his 
manly and virtuous indignation is forgotten or exe- 
crated. The feverity of his ftrldlures ferved only 
to irritate the delinquents, who pronounced them 
Illiberal, inflammatory, and unfounded. They 

imputed them to weaknefs, envy or fedition. 
Some expreflions they conftrued into an intention 
of difturbing the public tranquillity, and others 
they confidered as derogatory to the authority of 
the felciSf committee. On thefe charges they voted 
Mr. Sadler fufpended from his feat in the council, 
and the fervice of the Company. Mr. Johnfon and 
Mr. Smith protefted, with great propriety and 
earneftnefs, againft this violent meafure. They 

avowed the moll perfe(5I coincidence of fentiment 
with the minute on which this fentence of fufpen- 

fioD 
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fion was founded. They infifted that the terror 
of the example was calculated to anhihilate free- 
dom of debate. They alledged that no fpeciiic 
charge was brought agalnft Mr. Sadler, and that 
he had not even been heard in his own defence- 
And they imputed the rigour of his punilhment 
lather to the angry fuggeftions of private pique^ 
than the diiinterefted motives of public fpirlt. 

While the prefidervey of Madras were thus con- 
fuming their time in perfonal animofity, Hyder 
Ally was carrying on the favage bulinel's of car- 
nage and rapine in every quarter of the Carnatic. 
I'he harmlefs inhabitants of a defencelefs country 
were in this manner lacrificed by tboulands, in re- 
venge for a condu(5^ which few of them knew, and 
none of them could prevent. The army of this 
fell deftroyer confided of nearly one hundred 
thoufand men. Thirty thoufand well-dlfciplined 
infantry, and twenty thoufand horfe, were under 
his own command, every where capturing the forts, 
wafting the country, and rearing piles of dilhc^- 
nourable triumph, amidft heaps of laborious ruin. 
Wherever the grand army quartered or encamped, 
flying parties of various deferiptions and magnitude 
extended the feene of defiru6llon with equal rapi- 
dity and fuccefs, in all dire<fi:ions far and wide. 
A chofen detachment, under Meer Saib, h^^vered 
on the b rders of the Cuddepah, to emancipate, 
perharps, the br-Jther of the Nizam, from his de- 
pendence on the preiidency, to involve the north- 
ern circars in the general cataftrophe, or to in- 
tercept 
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ttfCiept the troops under the direftion of BailK^i 
The terror and cpnfufion infe parable frona opera-* 
tions, objefls and contingencies 3 thus fie roe and 
tremendous, accumulated ftrength and confequence 
from the tremor and indecifion of government. The 
council was equally without unanimity or firmnels 
in deliberation or a<5fion* The orders they ilTued 
one day were revoked the next j and it was eveh 
agreed, that the advice and prefence of the com- 
mander in chief were more neceffary at Madras 
than at the head of the army. The temporary 
command of tl>e troops was confequently delegated 
to Lord MacleCd, who, diflikingthc arrangement 
preferibed, digefted a fyftcm for himfelf, which 
he fubmitted to the prefidcncy, with this declara- 
tion, that he could not adopt a ref{X)nfibility in the 
execution of plans which did not coincide with his 
owrt judgment. Sir He<flor Monro was therefore 
under the neceflity, notwithftanding the* late refo- 
lution of the fele^ft committee, to exchange the 
cabinet for the camp. 

Mean while intelligence kept pouring in from 
every quarter, of the enemy's fatal progrefs, of hi^ 
frefh devaftations, and of his nearer approaches. 
The various reprefentatives of towns and diftrifls 
were clamorous in their complaints and requifition^ 
to the prefidency for protefl iort againft the common 
enemy. Accounts from all the forts and garrifons 
were at the fame time given in, v/hich flated their 
utter inability to make an effeiVual ftand againff 
the force who menaced them j and that nothing 

could 
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' tould fcTve them but an immediate reinforcement of 
troops, and a frefh lupply of ftores and provilions. 
Under the prelTure of fuch various and materlaf 
exigencies, the preiidency had recourfe to the Na- 
bob for whatever money and provifions he coultl 
procure, \\dille he reproached them with tardi- 
nefs and ina(;:bvity, he promif^d to afford oxen, 
ihcepand rice, as plentifully as it was in his power, 
to complete four regiments of cavalry, and put 
them under the management of the commander in 
chief, during the war, and to make a/iignments of 
territory for whatever money might be advanced 
by the Company, for the pay of his troops. But 
tiie avfdual arrangements in tlie detail of In’s go- 
vernment ill accorded v/lth thof) profedions. I'he 
officer to whom he intruded the command of the 
drong hold of Gengec, in a moment when the 
fafety of the place was at dake, dll'pu’ed the right 
of a Britidi officer, fent with a reinforcement ibr 
his adidance, to adopt any mcnfurcs for its de- 
fence, until fpecidc orders were received from the 
Nabob. Carangally was defended by a fubalterri 
and only twenty milerable fepoy.s, who refufed a 
fupply of ammunition from Colonel Brallhwaite, 
i\lthout the authority of the Durbar. And the 
troops which the colonel then marched from Pondi- 
cherry to join the army were reduced to tiie great- 
ed didrefs, by the Nabob’s farmers making the 
want of his orders an apology for rofudngto furnid^ 
them with p-^ovilions. All thele inattentions co- 
operated with the enemy’s indefatigable activity to 
B b render 
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render the devaftaiion as general and irrefiftible as; 
poffible. There was fcarcely, by this time, a 
place from one end of the coaft to the other, which 
was not menaced or invaded. From Cape Ca- 
merin to the banks of the Kiftna one- continued 
fcene of plunder, confufion and bloodfhed, pre- 
vailed. The Company’s forces, though flung by 
the fight of thefe mercilefs marauders, becaufe in- 
capable of aflembling, could not with effe6I, 
while thofe whom the Nabob had placed in his 
different flrong holds, without difcipline or at- 
tachment, inftead of maintaining their pofts and 
defending either their mafters intereft or their own 
honour, feenaed proud of fuch an opportunity to 
revenge, fcy mutiny and treachery, his inattention 
both to their fafety and his own. 

In the beginning of Auguft a plan was com- 
mitted to Colonel Colby for colle6ling a confider- 
able detachment from feveral garrifons in the 
neighbourhood of the army, in conjundlon with 
two regiments of the Nabob’s cavalry, for inter- 
cepting an immenfe convoy of ftores and provi- 
tions, which had to pafs fome narrow defiles from 
Hyder’s country to his camp. But no genuine 
Information could be obtained concerning either 
the country or the enemy ; the peafantry, where- 
ever found, being induflrious only to deceive the 
commander, whofe movements were, at the fame 
lime, cxaflly reported to Kyder by the fervants 
and officers of the Nabob. To this obftinacy in 
the inhabitants, and treafonable conduct in the 
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people vnder the Durbar, the failure of an en-^ 
tfcrprize, which might have exceedingly dlftrelied 
the enemy, muft be attributed. And it was not 
without the greateft danger and difficulty that 
Cofby, in the middle of the following month, ef- 
fected his efcape upon the retreat from Conje- 
v«ram« 

Depredations by the enemy’s horfe, on the vil- 
lages and gardens about the mount, determined 
the council to adopt fome meafures fc^ their own 
immediate defence. 'I'he intention of adembling 
the army at Conjev^eram was fruftrated for want 
of bullocks, which, that the enemy might not feizo 
them, had been driven to a diftant place of refuge. 
The mount was therefore made the place of gene*' 
ral rendezvous, until provilions could be colledl- 
ed, and the means of conveyance procured. The 
Nabob was^ at the fame time, repeatedly preffied 
and importuned for every poffible fupply of bul- 
locks and provilions 5 and that he would delegate 
fome perfon of confequence to attend the army, 
and prevent thofe wants and inconveniences which 
fo effe< 5 lually impeded their operations. 

Hyder fat down before Arcot, the metropolis of 
the Carnatic, on the 21ft of Auguft* I'he Nabob 
appeared fenlibly intcrefted in the fate of his capi- 
tal. He was more than commonly" earneft hi his 
entreaties that the army might repair immediately 
to the relief of Arcot„ whore he afferted they 
would find a plentiful fupply of every necefiary- 
Though the enemy’^ defigns on this place had been 
B b 2 rtfully 
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artfully covered, fuch intelligence was obtained ay 
procured the garrifoii a confiderable reinforcement 
from the fortrefs of Vellore, It was a few days af- 
ter Arcot was invefted that Sir Hecflor Monro af- 
(umed the command at the head of the army. 

The detachment under Colonel Baillie were, ia 
the mean time, very critically iituated. He had 
been ordered, fince the invafion took place, to at- 
tempt the redui^Vion of the Cuddepah country, with,, 
however, aulatitude for the exercife of his own 
judgment in cxercifing his principa^l operations 
wherever there appeared the greateft probability 
of fuccefs. Mr. Smith and Mr. Johnfon had vi- 
goroully oppoled thefe indru61ions, and aligned 
various real'ons for ordering an immediate jun61ion 
of the detachment with the main body of the- 
army. Baillie gave now fuch a reprefentation of 
his circumftances, from the proximity of Plydcr’s 
cavalry to the fouth, and the overflowing t.f the 
Kidna to the northward ; the difficulty, in this 
contra^^led fituation, of providing fubfiftence for 
the troops ; and the dread of not being able much 
longer to detain the bullocks neceffary for a march,, 
without wliich he could not move ; as impelled the 
majority of the committee to adopt at laft the 
ineature of Smith and johnfon, of ordering the 
dexachment to march for the^ prefidency, when 
a variety of new circumdances had rendered it 
infinitely lefs eligible and advantageous. In his 
return, however, it was hoped he might be able 
tef cut off fomc of tiie enemy's convoys ; and fuch 

a route 
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a route was prefcribed him, with this view, as ter- 
minated in confequences peculiarly calamitous. 

Sir Hc6Ior Monro found only one regiment of 
the Nabob's cavalry with the army when he arrived 
in the camp, about the latter end of Auguft. Thefe 
troops refufed to continue any longer in the fer- 
vice, imlels their arrears were immediately paid. 
Though the Nabob's Ameer was prefent, and the 
cnpital of his naafler in immediate danger, he de- 
clined to comply with the requeft. 'J'hc com- 
mander in cliief broke the regiment, and ftrlpt 
them of their horfes and arms. Seventeen officers, 
and about fixty privates, immediately inlided in 
tJie Company’s fervice. The reft were ordered to 
to be fent, under a ftrong guard, as prifoners to 
Madras i but the Ameer next morning incorpo- 
rated them with his own body guard. 

d'he rivers had been fo much fvvelled by the 
late rains, .that the march of Baillie from the Ciun- 
toor was much incommodc^l, and his tr.^ops ex- 
ceedingly diftrcfTed. A junCfion with this detach- 
ment was, however, eagerly delired by the gene- 
ral, as he then n.ight hope to face the enemy in 
the field, notwithftanding their vaft fuperiority in 
numbers, and other refpeefs. hie determined, in 
thefe circumftances, to move from the mount, and 
to wait for Baillie at Conjeveram. A whole month 
was wafted in colle<^:fing only eight day’s rice for 
the army, while draught bullocks were fo difficult 
to be obtained, that the fepoys were obliged to 
carry half this provifion on their backs, 'hhe 
B b 3 whole 
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whole force did not exceed fix thoufand men j but 
of thefe were two regiments of Europeans, two 
companies of European grenadiers, belonging to 
other regiments, and three hundred artillery. Their 
march was exceedingly harrafied, both by the 
•nemy’s hotfe, who hung on all fides of them 
the whole way, and the violent rains, which conti- 
nued without intcrmiflion. In four days they 
reached Conjeveram, which, by this time, was 
wholly under war. The Nabob’s oflficer, who 
attended them at this place to conduft them on 
their way to Arcot, on being urged to procure 
immediate provifions for the army, and obtain all 
poffible intelligence of the enemy, was fatisfied 
with anfwering, that he had no authority for doing 
either the one or the other. They were confe- 
quently obliged to put up with whatever paddy, 
or growing rice, could be colleif^ed from the open 
country, though in a great meafure covered with 
water. 

The fiege of Arcot was, indeed, raifed at the 
approach of our army ^ but the enemy endea- 
voured, by a judicious choice of his ground, to 
prevent the jun£Iion of the Company’s forces, 
which was expelled to have taken place the very 
next day. Eaillie’s march, however, had been 
delayed by the unforefeen rife of feveral rivers 
which he was obliged to crofs. The army, under 
fimilar inconvenience from the incefiant rains, 
were, about a week after their arrival at Conje- 
verani, under the aecellity of reiQoving their en- 

campiDcnt 
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campment to higher ground. Nor was the utmoft 
induftry of the troops, in gathering paddy, mare 
than fufficient for their prefent fubfiftence. Under 
all thefe circumftances, every avenue of informa- 
tion was fo vigilantly watched by the enemy, 
that, except the accidental report of a deferter, 
the general had only [on the 3d of SeptemberT 
heard, from one of his own officers, who was out 
on a detached fervice, of Hyder’s quitting his 
ground, crofling the Palaar, and encamping 
within five miles of his front. It was known, two 
days afterwards, that Baillie had crofTed the river, 
which occafioned him fo much difficulty and delay. 
The next day the enemy made a confiderable 
movement towards the north-eaff. Sir He<ff:or ad- 
vanced, at the fame time, to a high ground on 
the TrepafTore road, where Baillic’s detachment 
was expe<^Icd. The enemy encamped about two 
miles to the left of the EngUfh. Hyder made this 
movement to cover the attack which he intended 
againft Baillie. His brother-in-law, Meer Saib> 
began the adion on the 5th, with eight thoufand 
of his beft horfe, and was gallantly repulfed. 
Tippoo Saib, with fix thoufand regular infantry^ 
twelve pieces of cannon, and eighteen thoufand 
cavalry, renewed the confli<5f, next day, at Perim- 
bancum, where they encountered Bailiie's handful 
of heroes, who, by condu£f, exertion, and perfe- 
verance, repelled, with prodigious fiaughter, even 
this vaft fuperiority of numbers. He loft, how- 
ever, bis baggage, and a number of his nftcn. His 
B b 4 wbojo 
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whole force did not exceed three or four battalions 
of fepoys, and between one or two companies of 
European artillery. He Was now within a few 
miles of the EngliOi camp; but the enemy’s whole 
force intercepted their jun6\ion. Nor could he reiain 
his prefent lituation for want of provifions. Ho 
therefore dlfpatched a me/lenger to the general 
with intelligence of thefe particulars, and to urge 
the movement of the whole army, as that appeared 
the only meafure which could eiTeflually extricate 
liim from his prefent difficulty. It confequently 
remained with Sir He<5for to determine whether 
he fhould rifk a general a^ffion under circumftances 
of fuch peculiar difaJvantage as an immenfe body 
of cavalry would have over a few battalions of in- 
fantry, in a flat open country, for .the purpofe of 
iaving the detachment ; or whether this valuable 
objcc^f might not be obtained at lefs apparent ha- 
zaid, by fending fuch a reinforcement to Baillie 
might enable him to brave the difficulties that im- 
peded his march. The latter part of the alterna^ 
live feemed the moft eligible ; as, whatever the 
confequences were, the army would ftill be in pof- 
fedion of their pod, their pad ly, which they had 
depofited in a contiguous pagoda, and the flrong 
grounds which they occupied. 

Colonel hletcher was honoured with the com- 
mand of the reinforcement, which was compofed 
of the flower and moft a<5five part of the army, 
and conflfted of the grenadier and light infantry 
coippanies from LordMaclecd’s highland regiment, 

two 
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two other companies of European grenadiers, one 
company of fepoy markfmen, and ten companies 
of fepoy grenadiers. Fletcher refufed four fix^ 
pounders which were ordered for the fervice, as 
much adlvity might be neceflary on his part, to 
elude the ambulhes which were probably laid for 
him. Hyder had the exaftcft intelligence of the 
whole manoeuvre, the ftrength of the party, their 
route, and the time they left the camp, which 
was at nine o’clock at night. A ftrong body of 
troops were confequently difpatched to intercept 
the detatchment. They had undoubtedly fucceed- 
cd, but that Fletcher, diftrufting his guides, altered 
his courfe, and by a wide circuitous fweep to the 
right defeated the ftratagem. 

The fpirit of the enemy, by the late defeats, 
was rnfibly damped, and the reinforcement of 
Baililc^ tittle army alarmed the whole camp. The 
chiefs and foreign officers thought, by this move* 
ment, Hyder’s entire force would be fituated be- 
tween two fires. Tally, whom Hyder had ob- 
tained from the Nizam, and who commanded the 
Europeans, in company with moft of the native 
general officers, urged the Nabob to break up his 
camp, and repafs the Palaar, as the only certain 
way of avoiding the danger that furrounded them. 
While he helitated how to a<S, he received intel- 
ligence from his fpies, that the Englilh army was 
perfedly quiet in camp, nor in fail was any defign 
pf a movenaent entertained. The Europeans par- 
ticularly diferedited the information, and treated 
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the idea as abfurd and impoffible ; and, in the con- 
viction that Hyder was betrayed, and would be 
ruined, Lally went to his tent once more, and 
preffed the neceflity of providing for the fafety of 
the artillery and infantry, by fending them away. 
But Hyder, anxious to avoid the difgrace of leaving 
the field to an enemy fo exceedingly inferior, oc- 
cupied and enfiladed, by feveral batteries of can- 
tton, the moft covert and difficult grounds which 
Baillie had to pafs. Large bodies of his beft in- 
fantry were at the fame time formed into an am- 
bufeade on every fide, while the main body of his 
army, under his own command, occupied a poft 
the moft favourable for fupporting the attack. To 
divert the attention of the EngliOi, on the fide of 
Conjeveram, a party of irregular cavalry were em- 
ployed, within fight of the camp, in performing vari • 
ous movements. Bailie was perceived [Sept. io],by 
day-light, direefling his forces through the very de- 
file thus fatally prepared for his reception. His de- 
voted forces marched in columns, and knew nothing 
of their danger till it was announced from the mouth 
of a battery of twelve guns loaded with grape fliot, 
which poured in upon their right flank. In half an 
hour fifty pieces of artillery were fo well direcled 
as to penetrate into every part of the Britifh line. 
They were inflantly furrounded, and vigoroufly 
aflailed on all tides by twenty-five thoufand caval- 
ry, by thirty regiments of difeiplined fepoys, by a 
ftrong body of EUroveans, and by a numerous 
artillery. This Iktle column ftood nothwithftanding 

firm 
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firm and undaunted, and repelled the repeatsd 
charges of the enemy with an incredible flaughter 
of their beft troops. Their evolutions in the midft 
of fuch a ftorm of rockets, cannon and mufquetry, 
as has feldom taken place In any other part of the 
world, were performed with a precifion, a fteadi- 
nefs, and diretSIed with a promptitude and a Ikill, 
that filled their enemies and fpetSIators with aftonifli- 
ment. They had only ten pieces of cannon, which 
were fo well ferved and dire« 5 Ied as to make pro- 
digious havock among the enemy’s horfe. I'his 
dreadful conflift remained doubtful for three hours, 
when victory began to declare for the Englifh. 
The flower of the Myfore cavalry, aflfer mat^y 
bloodj’ repulfes, where at length completely de- 
feated and driven back. Even the right wing, 
compofed of Hyder’s beft troops, were thrown 
into diforder, and every where gave way. A rapid 
movement, made at that inftant by Colonel Baillie, 
•feemed to decide the fortune of the day. Hyder, 
in defpair prepared for a retreat, which the caval- 
ry were ordered to cover. Lally was at the fame 
time direded to draw off the artillery. It was at 
this critical and important moment, that the tum- 
brils which contained the ammunition fuddenly 
blew up, with twm dreadful explofions, in the 
center of the Britifti lines. This unexpe<fted dif- 
after not only overturned all their artillery, and 
rendered it unfit for further fervice, but laid 
one whole fide of the column bare, which ex- 
pofed every part of the army to a frefh attack. 
The total lofs of animunitlon was ftUI iporcdreadfi*! 

to 
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to the furvivors, than even that of the troops who 
perKhed, as it left them in fome degree defence- 
lefs in the face of an enraged and formidable ene- 
my, eager to fnatch the vicflory from thofe who 
had fo nearly been their conquerors. Tippoo 
Saib accordingly embraced this opportunity of 
diftinguidiing himfelf, and fell, without waiting for 
orders, with infinite rapidity and fury, at the head 
of the Mogul and Carnatic cavalry, into the broken 
fquare which had not yet time to recover its order 
or form. The French corps, and the firft line of 
infantry, immediately followed. The laft efforts of 
thefe brave men, thus overpowered, however def- 
perate, was unavailable. The carnage amidfl: 
which they fell gave full proof of their exertions. 
The fepoys, after exhibiting prodigies of valour, 
were almoft to a man cut to pieces. Baillie, not- 
withftanding the horrors which involved him on 
this tremendous emergency, and almoft fainting 
with anguifh, fatigue, and lofs of blood, yet ral- 
lied the Europeans, and, under the fire of the whole 
immenfe artillery of the enemy gained a little 
eminence j and, forming a new fquare, thefe invin- 
cible veterans, wdthout artillery or ammunition, the 
officers fighting only with their fwords, and the 
foldicis with their bayonets, and moft of them 
defperately wounded, repulfed thirteen different 
charges by all the forces who could aft againft 
them. Unable longer to withftand the torrents of 
frefh troops, that were perpetually breaking and 
ppuriag in upon them, they were at length borne 

down^ 
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down, and individually maflacred by multitudes, or 
trampled under foot by horfes and elephants. The 
few artillery-men who remained, when their ammu- 
nition was expended, advanced in the front of there 
guns, and nobly fell in their defence. Numbers, 
both officers and men, though cut down and mife- 
rably wounded, difdained to accept ‘of quarter. 
While gafping on the ground, and weltering irt 
blood, they continued to thruft fiercely with their 
bayonets to the laft, and every other weapon they 
could grafp, at whoever approached them. Never, 
perhaps, was adion fufialned with more obftinacy, 
or fo much execution done by fo diminutive a force. 
Thus diftreding the caufe, and prepofterous to 
nature, are the common effeds of courage, united 
with fcience, and perverted by politics, to anfwcr 
the barbarous purpofes of ambition I 
I he Knglilh loft at leaft near four thoufand {c* 
poys, and above five hundred Europeans. The 
gallant h letcher was found among the number of 
Britilh officers who fell on this memorable day. 
It is a miracle that an individual could efcape th# 
rage of fuch a carnage. Baillie, however, and 
about two hundred Europeans, were made prifo- 
nets. He was brought before the conqueror, ftript, 
wounded in three places, and covered with blood. 
In that moment of triumph and exultation, Hyder, 
forgetting the dignity and moderation which fo 
eminently become the great and the brave, is 
faid to have infulted the Britilh veteran by an 
haughty and imperious demeanour. Your high- 
nets/' faid Baillie, bidignantly, may a/k 

“ your 
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your fon and the general officers what cauA 
there is for exultation on your part, and whether 
the viilory was not mine before that difafter 
“ took place, which no human forefight could 
prevent.*’ It was at the fame time obfervcd, 
by a foreigner of diftin6Kon on the fpot, that 
officers and men fupported their misfortunes 
with that haughty fullen fortitude which is the 
** charafliftic of their country.’* 

This victory, complete as it appeared, was 
dearly purchafed by the enemy. The llaughter^ 
which was immenfe, fell only among the beft 
troops. Had the main body of the EngliHi army 
advanced upon the rear of Hyder’s troops, any 
time during the confli^S, his whole forces had pro- 
bably been cut to pieces or captured. He was 
mounted on an elephant, and fired at five different 
times by an officer of artillery. Such a panic is 
faid to have feized him, from the danger to which 
he was perfonally expofed, that, on a mere rumour 
that Sir Heflor Monro was advancing, he aban- 
doned the field of battle, and fled in the greatefl 
terror to a place called the Round Wells, leaving 
all his baggage and the wounded behind him. 
But he grew more courageous, when informed that 
the Britifh general, leaving his baggage and artil- 
lery behind him, retreated to Chingleput. A purfuit 
immediately took place, by a number of frefh and 
irregular cavalry, who foon returned loaded wich 
plunder and encumbered with prifoners. 

On the morning of Baillie’s defeat, Monro had 
made foanc movements in hopes of meeting him. 

The 
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The fmoke was feen and the firing heard on the 
left of the camp, but at ioq great a diftance for 
affording the detachment any affiftance. Indeed* 
«o idea was entertained of attacking the enemy on 
that fide ; or that Baillie, in confequence of the 
late reinforcement, was not perfectly able to refift 
every obftru(5^ion. But when feveral fignal cannon 
were fired and no return made, and the brifk can- 
nonade, which had been juft heard, was fucceed- 
cd by the profoundeft filence, feme difafter be- 
gan to be ferioufly apprehended. At length, the 
arrival. In fuccefiion, of two or three wounded {t^ 
poys, gave full intelligence of the fatal event. 
The whole army, officers and men, natives a^ 
well as Europeans, were ftung with anger and with 
grief, almoft to madnefs, at the deftrudion of their 
friends. An immediate and fevere revenge on the 
enemy was, independent of any regard to their 
ftrength, their condition or the confequences, the 
only defire they indulged. 'I'he general thought 
himfelf under a necefiity, however, of reftrain- 
ing their prefent impetuofity. He knew the 
weaknefs of his force, and the critical fituation of 
nftairs, but was altogi^thcr uninformed of the lofs, 
the refources or the movements of the enemy. He 
had loft the flower of his troops, and there was not 
above two days provifion in the camp : Nor had 
he cavalry to procure more. He might be fur* 
rounded by the Iioft, whom he wiflied to fubdue, 
and obliged to furrender without ftriking a blow- 
Thefe fuggeftions were not likely to ftill the cla- 
mours of an army, who only panted for an op- 
portunity 
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portunity of encountering the enemy. The officcrt 
in general avowed the fame ardour which infpired 
the privates, and fubmitted to the orders for a re- 
treat, with that indignant relu<5lance which it is na-* 
tural for brave men to fe^l, when forced by the eti- 
quette- of arms to ad by the opinions of others, in 
defiance of their owm. And to the diforder which 
arofe from this contrariety of fentiment, all, or 
moft of the inconveniences which attended the 
march of the troops to Chingleput, may probably 
be attributed. I'hey were joined at this place by 
the forces under Colby, which confiftcd of ten com- 
panies of fepoy grenadiers, an equal number of 
battalion and light infantry companies, with tvs o 
regiments of the Nabob’s cavalry. 

While thefe important tranfadions diftinguifhed 
the operations of the army, the country, the pre- 
fidency, and its diftant dependencies, w^ere in a 
ftate of tlic greateft diftradion. The danger 
feemed every where alike, immediate and inevita- 
ble. Once more Johnfon and Smith arraigned the 
condud of the majority with every fpecles and de- 
gree of mifmanagement. They confidered them 
as the caufe of all the calamities which had hap- 
pened, or were likely to happen, in the Carnatic. 
I'hey charged the inftitution of the feled com- 
mittee, as invefting the prefident w'ith a power In- 
dependent of the council, and inimical to the con- 
flltutlon. And they objeded, in very ftrong terms, 
to the difpatches now making up for Europe, 
which they alledged w'ere unfupported by fad, and 

calculated* 
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calculated to miflead their employers at home* 
The fepoys, at the fame time, on whom an 
attempt had been made to bring from the north- 
ern circars by fea, revolted. Thofe at MafuU- 
patam were reduced to order by the addrefs of 
the commanding officer on that ftationj but at 
Vizigapatam they were guilty of the grofleft out- 
rages : After killing many of their officers, and 
plundering the place, they went off in a body with 
their arms and booty.* While Sitteram Row, who 
had lately become fo much a favourite with the 
prefidency, kept aloof, Vizeratti, notwithftanding 
the injuries they had done him, colle(51ed his troops, 
and, with the vigorous afliftance of another zemin- 
dar, the mutineers were purfued, attacked, difarm- 
ed, and difperfed. 

Thefe circumftances gave new vigour and dif- 
patch to the meafures of the prefidency. They 
refolved to recal fuch of their forces as were on 
the Malabar coaft ; and that the ancient and ufc- 
fiil fettlement of Tellicherry fhould be abandoned. 
It had the good fortune, however, to be exempted 
from this fentencc of dereli<5iIon. Sir Edward 
Hugh es afterwards found means to firengthen the 
garrifon from Bombay. Difpatch^s were, at the 
fame time, fent to Bengal, prefling an immediate 
fupply of money and troops. The king’s admiral 
wrote to the fame purpofe, and exhibited fuch a 
ftatement of fails as could not fail enforcing the ur- 
gency of the requifition; The hourly arrival of 
a French fleet was now alfo expeiied. Misfor- 
C c tunes 
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tunes are the medicine of ftates. The lofty pre- 
tenfions ufed but little ago at the Nizam’s Durbar 
were for the prefent forgotten. The council was 
now afraid to offend whom they had thus wantonly 
cxafperated. Orders were inftantly iffued for re- 
ftoring the Guntoor drear to Bazalet Jung, and for 
withdrawing the Nabob’s managers. And the Ni- 
zam was addreffed in terms as fubmiffive and hum- 
ble as they were before imperious and infolent. 

The objed of iiniverfal redudion was ftlll profe- 
cuted with vigour by the enemy* Hyder renewed 
his defigns on Arcot, and fat immediately down 
before it. Jits attacks were carried on with all the 
regularity and fcience of an European army. The 
garrifon beheld with furprife their guns difmouhted 
by his batteries. His horfe, every where mafters 
of the open country, prevented^ all communication 
between the prefidency and its dependencies. Our 
troops, cooped up in the vicinity of Madras, dared 
not to venture, even when preffed for provifions, 
above two miles beyond their entrenchments. A 
general diffatisfadion prevailed in the Nabob’s forts, 
which, from treachery, defertion, or cowardice, 
feldom make any defence. The company's go- 
vernment, from its arrogance in peace, and im- 
potence in war, became odious and. contemptible, 
throughout the Carnatic. And Hyder, whofe ad- 
drefs in pglllics was not inferior to his military 
conduil, was fingularly afliduQus and fgccefsful 
tendering his pretenlions popular, by accofnipo- 
dating hiniferf iothe genius and wiflies of the na- 
tives 
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tivc?, in proportion as they deemed themfelves in- 
jured, betrayed, or flighted by the EngUfh. 

No fooner was the awful difafter which happen- 
ed to Baillie's detachment announced to the go- 
vernment of Bengal, than the moft fpirited and 
probable meafures for extricating the Carnatic 
were adopted and purfued. It was immediately 
Tcfolved to fend a confiderable reinforcement of 
Europeans, and fifteen lacks of rupees, by fea ; and, 
as foon as the feafon and other circumftances 
would permit, to difpatch alfo a flrong body of fe- 
poys by land. It was at the fame time fuggeded, 
that all the hopes of the fupreme council for re- 
trieving the company’s affairs on the coaft of Co- 
romandel depended on the prefence of Sir Eyre 
Coote, who was then a member of their own body, 
as well as commander in chief of all the forces in 
India, 'Fhe general, notwithftanding the badnefs 
of the feafon, and his precarious ftate of health, 
complied with the requifition. I'he treafurc was 
configned to his management, as more fafety was 
apprehended from his honour in its application, than 
from their meafures, in whom the prefent embarraff- 
ment originated. Early communications were made 
both to the prelidency of Madras and to Sir Ed- 
ward Hughes, of what had been done, and an af- 
furance given of the fincereft difpolition to cultr*» 
vate a peace with the Marrattos. Sir Edward was 
alfo requafted to diredl the operation of his fqua- 
dron againft Hyder's ports and navy on the Ma- 
labar coaft. 


C c a 
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The genetal was only twenty-three days pn hly 
pafTage from Calcutta to Madra?. Arcot was taken 
by aiTauIt on the third, and he arrived on the fifth 
of November. .The fort, or citadel, though ftrong, 
was given up without any defence. Hyder's hu- 
manity and generofity to his prifoners having 
reached the garrifon, all the fepoys, to a man, de- 
fcrtcd the fort in the night, and went over to Ry- 
der, leaving their officers under an abfolute necef- 
fity of furrendering at difcretion. This capture 
has been generally attributed to the treachery of 
the Nabob’s people, by whole turbulence and in- 
trigues the garrifon had been kept in diffenfion 
during the whole fiege. Ryder treated the prin- 
cipal officers immediately after with the greateft 
confidence j and he had long before avowed the 
fulleft information of the moft fecret tranfaflions 
in the Nabob’s Durbar. 

General Sir Eyre Coote brought with him from 
Bengal two hundred European artillery, fix com- 
panies of infantry, one of volunteers, and between 
fix and feven hundred lafcars. With this reinforce- 
ment, more confiderable indeed from the intrin- 
fic value of the troops, than their number, all the 
force he could colled in two months time, at the 
mount where he encamped, did not exceed feven 
thoufapd men, Madras was proteded, and the 
monfoon feafon covered the inadion of an army, 
other wife totally incapable of taking the field. 
'Ike general took his feat as fecond in council two 
days after his arrival at Madras, and produced the 

orders 
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orders from the fuperior government for the fuf- 
penlion of Mr. Whitehill, the prefident. His ob- 
ftinacy in the affair of the Guntoor drear fub- 
jeded him to this fentence. He difclalmed the 
authority which devefted him of his power. The 
fufpenfion being however confirmed by a majo- 
rity of the council, he afiumed a merit from that 
moderation which induced him to prevent the evils 
of a civil war, by fubmitting. Mr. Smith, as next 
to the chair, fucceeded. I'he board, thus new 
modelled, found the fituation of affairs ftill worfe 
than was expeded. The pafles from the moun- 
tains were unguarded ; the troops belonging to the 
prefidency were not colleded ; no fuitable provi- 
lion for even the protedion of Fort St. George had 
been made ; the carriages for field artillery were 
only prelparingi the troops were difpirited, the fe- 
poys deferting ; the country defolated ; the inhabi- 
tants treacherous ; all communications cut off; their 
provifions confumed, and their refources exhaufted. 
The enemy's fuperiority was increafed in propor- 
tion as our ftrength diminifhed, which arofe not 
only from the fuccefs of his army, but chiefly 
from his good policy. “ Hyder," fays Sir Eyre 
Coote, ‘‘ had taken every meafure, which could 
“ occur to the moft experienced general, todiftrefs 
“ us, and to render himfelf formidable ; and his 
“ condud in his civil capacity had been fupported 
by a degree of political addrefs, unequalled by 
any power that had yet appeared in Indoftan/' 
C c 3 A re- 
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A revolution, of the moft favourable afped to 
the Company’s intereft, was intlaotly obfervable in 
the coiiduft of government. Unanimity was re^ 
flored, and vigour was the immediate confeqiienco 
of decffion. The entire management of the war 
was forthwith delegated to the general. Even Ry- 
der, aficdcd by the fame of the commander, whofe 
meafures he had now to countera<3:, obferved for 
the future more than ordinary caution. The num- 
ber of ills forces was by this time much augmented. 
It was generally allowed to exceed conlidcrably an 
hundred tlloufand men ; and, from the circumfcribed 
operations of our army, he was encouraged and 
enabled to lay liege at once to feveral of the prin- 
cipal towns and forts in the Carnatic. 

'i'he fate of Madras, of the Englitb intereft in 
the Carnatic, and perhaps in all India, was wrapt 
up in the fmall army under the C( mmand of Sir 
Eyre Coote. W'e had not only Ryder Ally, but the 
whole inhabitants in the Carnatic, to combat. I'he 
Nabob’s renters were every where treacherous 
nnd holtiie. One of them, having been detec5fed 
in endeavouring to betray Villore to the enemy, 
was put in irons by the general, that “ he might 
“ bo inftrumcntal to the difeovery of thofe dark 
defigns which Sir Eyre had long expecfled to exift 
“ in the court of a native power, living under 
the very walls of our gvii . f >n of Fort St, George.” 
That the general might proceed on the fureft 
grounds, he fubmitted his plan of operations to a 
council of war, compofed of Sir Heiftor Monro, 

Lord 
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Lord Macleod, and Brigadier-General Sruart. 
Thefe officers coincided entirely with the judge- 
ment of the general for the march of the army to 
the relief of the befieged places. His prefence 
feemed to infpire the officers as well as men with 
frefh confidence and courage. Even Sir HetSor 
Monro, who might have been fuppofed moft cha- 
grined by a number of the new arrangements, had 
the generofity to declare that there was nothing 
more to be defired than bringing the enemy to a 
general engagement, as he was confident the army 
would be fuccefsful under its prefent leader againff 
any fuperiority of numbers. Sir Eyre Coote l^id 
the whole proceedings of the council of war before 
the felc( 5 f committee, defiring their advice alfo ii) 
this critical and momentous bufinefs. A meafure 
which effccfually rivetted their confidence in bis 
conduct, and the event was an entire acquiefcencc 
with the opinion of the council of war. 

I'he relief of Wandewafh on the 17th of Janp^ 
uary [1781] was the fir ft obje< 5 t for which the 
army left, the mount. Hyder not only raifed the 
liege of that place, but abandoned all the others 
with equal precipitation on the general's approach. 
Thus was the ftorm conliderably abated by feeing 
it manfully. Other garrifons were alfo ftrengthened 
and fupplied with provifionsi a great extent of 
country recovered, and a new frontier formed. Thus 
a fecurity was provided for Madras, as effedfual 
as if the army had been encamped under its walls. 
The fpirit and confidence of the troops were con- 
C C 4 fequcntly 
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feqycntly rcftored, and the whole complexion of 
affairs began every where to put on a more fa- 
vourable appearance. 

The inhabitants of Pondicherry, on the com- 
mencement of the prefent war, and in direft vio- 
lation of all treaty, the moment Colonel Braith- 
waite had evacuated the place, in return for all paft 
favours, and prefent confidence, rofe in arms, 
plundered the folitary refident, who had been left 
to fuperintend their condu 61 , and even compelled 
him, with fixed bayonets at his breaft, to fign a 
written inflrument, the contents of which he knew 
not. They armed a number of fepoys, and 
amaifed prodigious quantities of provifions, which 
they depofited at CarangoIIy a town at fome diftance 
upon the coaft. Sir Eyre Coote had always con- 
demned the indulgence fliewn to the French as 
highly impolitic and dangerous. Their conduit 
ois this occafion did not therefore furprife him. 
But ao fooner had he relieved the befieged places 
than he went againft Pondicherry, difarmed the 
inhabitants, deftroyed their boats, and removed 
their ftores. The fquadron of M. de OrVes was 
foon after obliged to leave the coaft for want of 
the boats which had been thus opportunely de^ 
ftroyed. At the fame time Sir Edward Hughes 
performed excellent fcrvice on the Malabar coaft, 
by annihilating at one ftroke the whole of Hyder's 
ftipittog in his own ports of Calicut and Manga- 
bre« 
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By Hy dec’s eagernefe to reduce Ttlchioapo^, 
he was drawn into a general engagement with the 
Englifh, This army was then little lefs than two 
hundred thoufand ftrong. The Britilh general was 
not in the leaft difinayed by the magnitude of the 
enemy. He commanded a body of veterans, on 
every individual of whom he placed the greateft de- 
pendence. Such clouds of Hydervi cavalry hovered 
about our camp, and infefled the whole furrounding 
country, that it was not only impra» 51 icable to fend 
out a reconnoitring party, but a lingle man could 
not efcape deteiSlion. On this account, notone cf 
the fcouts whom the general dlfpatched for intelF^ 
ligence ever returned, and the only knowledge he 
could obtain of the enemy’s filuation was from 
fuch a view of them as his own advanced polls 
would admit. 

I'he army moved from the camp at Port Notift 
July ifl [1781] early in the morning, with the 
fea at no great diflance on the right. It was ne- 
ceflary to prote<^l the baggage from Hyder's irre- 
gular cavalry, who, upon the firll opening, were 
in readinefs to pour in upon them. A detachment 
for that purpofe was now therefore ordered, which 
confiiled of two regiments of cavalry, and a bat- 
talion of fepoys, with feven pieces of light ar- 
tillery. Thefe, with the ufual guard of an hundred 
and fifty fepoys, a few poligars, and a Marratto 
corps, were judicioufly placed in the opening be* 
tween the right of the army and the fea. 


The 
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The ^nen^y’s cavalry now appeared in an ex- 
teftfivq plain, drawn up in great force. Sir Eyre 
Coote formed his troops in two lines, and pro- 
ceeded on his march in order “of battle. Hyder’s 
principal force was feen marlhalled Jn battle array 
in the rear of hi§ w'prhs, which lay direcflly upon 
the intended line of our march, and which ex- 
tended further than the eye could reach. Im- 
menfe bodies of horfe paraded in every direction, 
and great (quantities of rockets were thrown, with- 
out intermiffion, to confound the obfervation, and if 
poffible to derange the order or impede the move- 
ments of the Englirti army. Their cannonade^ 
which was well ferved, was not expended witli- 
out execution, at the fame time that the Englilh 
general referved his fire for an opportunity in 
which it would be attended with the compkteft 

f,Hcrc it was proper to examine ^he pofition of 
the country, and the army halted j while the gene- 
ral, availing himfelf of every advantage which the 
ground atlorded, conceived the grand movement 
upon which he chiefly refted his hopes of fuccefs. 
He was anxious to (Jifeover whether his fituation 
would admit of his taking fuch a fweep on the 
right, as would enable him to turn the enemy’s 
left, williing to fall upon them rather obliquely, 
than to be under the ncceility of making his attack 
on the front of their w'orks and batteries. Fortu- 
nately, the operation was praiVicablc, and was 
performed by the firft line with a promptitude and 

celerity 
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•clerity that aftoniHied and difconcerted tb** 
enemy • The general, having by this manoeuvre 
contracted his front, inftandy formed a-nevv within 
reach of Hydeds artillery, but in fome degree 
eovered from its fire. 'I'he heights in his rear were 
eagerly feized and occupied by General Stuact, 
who commanded the fecond wing, which pre-, 
vented the enemy from fcparating the two lines, 
and encouraged the general to advance with con- 
fidence on the enemy. 

Thefe fudden and uncxpedled evolutions, obliged 
Hyder to a frefh arrangement of his array. And 
his movements w'ere formed with great expedition 
and exadinefs. He wUhehrew his guns from the 
batteries to the line, and received Sir Eyre Ccx)te. 
with a new front, tie ordered a ftrong body of 
difciplincd infantry, with a fuitable artillery, a 
jyodigious number of irregulars, and an immenfe 
force of cavalry, to attack the Englirtr ported on. 
the heights; while another detachment attempted, 
by getting into the interval during the conHidl, to 
attack Sir Eyre Coote in liie rear. Thus was each 
wing feparately, and almoil equally engaged. The 
frefli forces, with which the enemy were incelTantly 
relieved, rendered the battle long and obftinate. Jt 
lafted above fix hours, in which every individual in 
the Company’s fervice fought as if the fate of the day 
had depended on his fingle prowefs. The fpiriced, 
regular and unanime-us exertions of fuch a body of 
determined veterans, under the condui^lof a brave, 
tn^eriencedand fuccefsful leader, were not to be re- 

rtrted 
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ftOmA by an Indian army of any magnitude what- 
ever. By four o'clock the firft line, triumphing^ 
over every obftacle, drove the infantry, artillery, 
and cavalry of the enemy, promifcuoufty before 
them. Thefecond line, at the fame time, under 
the command of Brigadier-General Stuart, had 
not only repulfed the other divifion of the enemy, 
but difpofTeffed them of their poft. They like- 
wife totally defeated the attempt made to attack 
the generafs rear. The mafterly and well-dire6Ied 
exertions of the troops in this quarter prevented 
the enemy, notwithftanding their numbers, from 
making the fmalleft attempt upon the baggage. 

No vi(5Iory could be more complete or decifive 
on all fides. The tumult and confufion in the 
retreat of fuch numbers afforded every advan- 
tage to troops who could have purfued them with 
effeft. The whole of Hyder's artillery and ftores 
might have been captured, but his cattle left the 
field in full trot, while our*s were fcarcely able to 
drag the guns along. And no circumftance could 
be more vexatious to brave men, than their utter 
incapacity to feize the fruits of a viftory thus 
dearly earned. For the behaviour of every man 
in the army, from the commander in chief to the 
meaneff fepoy, was highly meritorious. Both 
lines, the one commanded by Sir He<fIor Monro, 
and the other by General Stuart, did the ampleft 
juf^ce to the orders and admirable difpofitions of 
Sir Eyre Coote, who generoufly declared, that 
every individual of his little army feemed to feel 

.that 
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that all the intereft of the nation and Company 
was then at ftake. “ Every nerve/' faid he, 
was exerted to the very extent of poffibility." 
Three thoufand of the enemy were killed. 
Meer Salb, Hyder's broiKer-in-iaw and favou- 
rite general, was mortally wounded. Among 
his killed and wounded were likewife feveral 
other of his leaders and beft officers. The Eng- 
liffi general halted juft beyond the enemy's ground, 
from inability to continue the purfuit. Here the 
fecond line and baggage joined him about mid- 
night. His lofs did not exceed four hundred, nor 
was there an officer of rank or diftinJIion among 
cither killed or wounded. 

Hyder left the important pafs of Puravenout 
open as he pafted through it in the evening. Tip- 
poo Saib, who had fat down before Wandewalh 
with thirty thoufand men, raifed the fiege precipi- 
tately, and joined his father in the neighbourhood 
of Arcot. The Englifti were, in a few days, ftrength- 
ened by a confiderable reinforcement from Bengal, 
which, under the favour of Moodajee Boonfla, had 
marched through the territories of Orifta. The 
general, deeming timfelf able to a£l with vigour, 
laid immediate liege to Trepaflbre, which, after a 
few days, capitulated on the 23d of Auguft, At 
that moment the enemy appeared ia full march 
to its relief, and there was not then more than one 
day's rice in the Englifti camp. Trepaftbre afforded 
fuch a feafonable fupply as enabled Sir Eyre 
Coote, after obtaining foitie rice from Pooiiamella, 

to 
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to march in queft of the enemy. Hyder fell bact 
a few miles to the very ground where he had de- 
feated Colonel BailUe, as the Englifh approached ; 
where, in the determination of trying his fortune 
in a fecond battle, he took a very ftrong pofillon. 
The country between the two armies was inter- 
fered by feveral very deep water-courfes, whicji 
rendered the attack, on the part of the Englifh, pe- 
culiarly arduous. The general was under the ne- 
cellity of forming his front under a very heavy 
cannonade, both from well-placed batteries and 
from the guns in the enemy’s lines. The difei- 
pllne and firmnefs of any troops never underwent 
a fiercer trials and the general declared, that their 
fteady valour could not have been furpafied by the 
firll veterans of any nation in Europe. This en- 
gagement, which happened on the 27th, lafted 
from nine in the morning until it was near fun-fet. 
The enemy were driven fuccefsfully from all their 
grounds. Our army fought as if infpired by the 
manes of their countrymen and fellow-foldicrs, 
whofe memorable exertions and defeat on that very 
Ipot were ftill fo recent in their memories. Our 
lofs ho\^*ever was greater, and that of the enemy 
Ufs, than on the former battle. The irregularity 
of Hyder's ground afforded more cover from our 
fire. General Stuart loft a leg by a cannon (hot, 
apd Colonel Browne his life by the fame means. 
One of the general’s aid-de-camps was killed by 
fiis fide. I'hefe were the only officers of confe- 
^quence who fell. 


Another 
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Another acllon, about a month fubfequent to 
this, was fought at a place called ShoUngur. Hy- 
cler'slofs in thefe encounters, while he preferved his 
artillery and (lores, was but trivial. It was four 
o'clock before this battle commenced j and the fun 
did not go down until the enemy were totally 
routed. 'I'hey were now in the habit of giving 
way in every conteft with the company's forces. 
On^this occafion their cavalry and infantry fuffered 
extremely, while our lofs was perfectly trifling. 

In the beginning of 1782, the general went to 
the relief of Vellore, which was now reduced to 
great diftrefs for provifion, Hyder watched the 
motions of the army ; and, as they pafled a deep 
morafs, commenced a very heavy cannonade. He 
wilhed to cut off the baggage and convoy, while 
the troops were entangled in their march. After 
an action of four hours, in which the flower of 
Hyder's troops were feverely handled, he was 
forced to abandon his objeCt with difgracc. The 
army, which had fuffered but little, having purfued 
its courfe, and accomplllhed the end of the expe- 
dition without further moleflation, on coming up 
to the fame morafs three days after, found Hyder 
prepared on the other fide to difpute their paffage. 
They paffed notwithftanding the fire of his cai^ngn, 
about four in the afternoon, \iT.en the 
having formed, and fccured the baggag^„;^|tt|- 
vanced with his ufual promptitude upon 
my. The refiffance was but feeble. A 
rout enfued, and a purfult, in which the (laughter 
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was confidcrable* Thus ended a campaign, the 
Uapft ardent, the moft brilliant, the moil bloody, 
and attended with effe(f^s the moft general and 
tinexpe<fted of any, perhaps, in the hiftory of poli- 
tical fociety. 

During thefe tranfacftions, an account of the 
war with Holland having arrived in India, five 
India (hips from China, in their way home, touch- 
ed at Fort Marlborough, on the coaft of Sumatra. 
The gentlemen of that fa<ftory inftantly conceived 
the pradicability of capturing the Dutch fettle- 
ments on that ifland. Mr. Botham, one of the 
council, was intruded with the conduct of the ex- 
pedition, in concert with Captain Clements, com- 
modore of the five (hips. Captain Mandeville, 
with an hundred men, were all that could be fpared 
from the fort. The governor of Padang, miftak- 
ing the force coming againft him, was fuddenly 
terrified into a furrender, not only of that place, 
but of all the other Dutch fetllements on the 
weftem extremities of the ifland. 

A ftrong armament was, at the fame time, and 
for very obvious reafons, fent againft the Dutch 
fettlement in the town, port, and fortrefs of Ne- 
gapsktam , on the Tanjore coaft. Major-Gene ral Si r 
HeAor Monro was appointed to conduct this cn- 
terpitze in concert with Sir Edward Hughes. The 
land forces already in the Rajah’s country were 
onl^ affigned for this fervice. It proved exceed- 
ingwiiduous. The garrifon was at lead eight thou- 
fifWpftrong. The befiegers, in al!, did not amount 

• to 
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xo hnlf the number. The troops were much dif- 
treiTcd by the badnefs of weather, and the damp- 
nefs of their fituation, Moft of the wounded died, 
and many of the fcamen, from heat and fatigue, 
were fuddcnly deftroyed by violent cramps and 
fpafms. Notwithftanding thefe difficulties, and af- 
ter the failure of two defpcrate failles with their 
whole force, terms of capitulation took place. The 
town and citadel, with all the {lores and contents, 
which belonged to the government or Company, 
were furrendered to the vidlors. Private property 
w'as fecured ; and the inhabitants, bpon taking the 
oath of allegiance, w^ere to lhare the prote(5lion of 
the Englifh. The gatrifon were allowed military 
honours, and then made prj^foners of war. The 
governor, council, and other civil officers, were^ 
retained on parole. HydePs infantry, and other 
fepoys, threw down their arms, and made their 
efcape on the night preceding the capture. Dur- 
ing a fervice of fo much hazard and a(5lion, the 
whole lofs of the bofiegers, Europeans, and na- 
tives, in killed, wounded, and miffing, were little 
more than one hundred men. They found in the 
place fome fine artillery, and large quantities of 
military (lores. • 

The redu<5lion of Negapatam expelled the ene- 
my from the kingdom of Tanjore, All the forts 
and (Irong holds, which they pofTelTed in that 
country and its vicinity, were evacuated without 
delay. The poligars of Marawar and Tiacvelly, 
D d who 
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who had revolted to Hyder, were at the fame 
time reclaimed, and waited only a proper oppor- 
tunity of renewing their peace with the Na- 
bob. Thefuccefsof the Company’s arms againft 
a force of fuch magnitude made every where the 
fltongeft imrepfldon in their favour. And a general 
faith, in the various miracles formerly attributed to 
the operations of their arms, began to revive. 

It was early in 1782 that the expedition agalnft 
the Dutch intercft and monopoly, efpecially of 
the fpice trade, in the valuable ifland of Ceylon, 
w’as conceived and executed. Sir Edward Hughes 
was aflifted in carrying on this enterprize, and fup- 
plicd by the general with five hundred volunteer 
fepoys, and an officer and thirty artillery men, to 
garrifon the fort, in cafe it fell into their hands. 
After encountering a variety of impediments inci- 
dent to that fpecics of fervice, and not a little 
etiquette between Sir Edward and the governor, 
who had been perfonally intimate, the place was at 
length ftormed with fuccefs. It contained a pro- 
digious quantity of military ftores. T wo Ihips richly 
laden, with a number of fmaller vefiels, were taken 
in the harbour. Four hundred European military 
were made prifoners, and a few Malay officers. 
Our lofs was very inconfidcrable. The admiral 
was much afTe< 51 ed by the death of Mr. Long, a 
young rhan of promifing talents, and his own fe- 
cond lieutenant in the Superbe, who fell as he 
led on his compafty to the aflault. He^ipplaudcd 

the 
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the condudl both of the naval and marine officers, as 
meriting peculiar diftindion, but fpecified the fer- 
viccs of Major Geils, an engineer, as inftances of 
the moR eminent and ufefiU abilities. 
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CHAPTER XL 

Demands on the Rajah of Rcnarcs — He is charged zdth 
Contumacy — The Go^eermr -Central vijits Benares — 
The Rajah is taken into Cujiody — The Sepoys and 
Officers on that Service majf acred — He flies — His 
Relation, ayid Enemy, fucceeds to the temporary Ma- 
nagement of the Zcmindary — The Temerity and Re- 
pul;e of Captain Mayaffre — The Governor -General 
abandons his garters by Night — The Nabob Ti- 
7icr*s Vi ft — Mal-treatment of the Princejfes of 
Oude, the fVomen of the Zenana, and the Royal 
Offspring — Difiurhances in the contiguous Provinces 
— Military Operations — Government fettled — 
Peace with Sindia — Booty feized by the Army, 

All the refources of the company were unequal 
to the conftant and extraordinary dilburfements, 
which the hoftilities now raging, in almoft every 
part of their pofTeilions, occafioned. They grap- 
pled with difficulties at prefent, which had oc- 
curred in no former period. All India was in 
arms. The expullion of ftrangers, who aimed 
at univerfal empire, by a fyftem of uniform rapa- 
city and ufurpaiion, was an objedi which roufed, 
united, and fan6Iified their efforts. This general 
confederacy derived a frefh and formidable accef- 
fion of ftrength and confequence from the de- 
claration of a French war. The preffure of thefe 
circumftances, by touching the inmoft fprings, and 

bring- 
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briiiging intoa< 5 lion all the latenfpowers of govern* 
ment, produced a ferles of extraordinary effeils. 
It was alTumed, as an operative principle in poli- 
tics, that the expenditure of a war eftablifhment 
Ihould be provided for by a revenue altogether 
new ; that the fupreme council had a right to 
make the ftate of the treafury the ftandard of 
their pecuniary requifitions, and that public exi- 
gence was a fufficicnt plea for private extor- 
tion. 

The zcmindary of Benares, which includes alfo 
the circars of Gazypour and Chunar, conftiruted a 
part of the dominions of Oude, until the year 1774, 
when its tribute, or quit rent of twenty-four lacks 
was transferred to the Englilh. In ihc year 177H, 
when the French war commenced, it was refolved, 
that Cheit Sing, the Rajah of Benares, Ihould be 
required to contribute an extraordinary lubfidy of 
hve lacks, to anfwer the additional expence occa- 
iioned by this emergency. Great objedlions w'as 
raifed againft this demand. I'hc Rajah, however, 
confented to make the payment with a very ili 
grace, and difeharged it with a worfe. Another 
year, the fame requifition was renewed; and, 
though known to be extremely rich, Cheit Sing 
affet^ed to difpofe of his plate and jewels, as an 
evidence how unable he was to comply with the 
impofition. Two battalions of fepoys were there- 
fore quartered in his dominions, and their pay 
charged to his account, until he realized the ex- 
pe< 51 ations of his fuperiors. 'Dbe third yearns fub* 
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fidjr was not difcharged with more promptitude, 
and fimilar means of coercion were adopted. And 
when one lack only had been produced, the Ra- 
jah wrote to the governor-general, with his own 
hand, Hating the impoveriflied Hate of his trea- 
fury and refources, and praying a remillion of the 
remainder till another year, when he promifed to 
pay it with the ftipulated revenue. No anfwer was 
made to this humble petition for indulgence, but a 
frelh order was immediately prefented for a thou- 
fand horfe. It could hardly be expeded that fuch 
a fupply could be readily obtained, where a yearly 
fubfidy of lixty thoufand pounds had been extorted 
with fo much difficulty. And though the Rajah, in 
his remonftrance to Mr. Haftlngs, alTerts, that 
five hundred horfe, and as many barkundalTes, were 
ready, and at his fervice j we are, neverthelefs, 
allured, in an authentic narrative of that tranfac- 
tlon, that no more than half that number was pro- 
mifed, and not a fingle horfe ever fent. Thus was 
the Rajah's anxiety and jealoulies of his own fafety 
awakened. He was treated with a fufpicion that 
fupprelfed his confidence, and with a rigour that 
tended unavoidably to relax his attachment. The 
iron hand of opprcilion was ftretched forth, and he 
found himfelf without the means either of fatisfy- 
ing or refilling its grafp. Overwhelmed with ap- 
prehenfion, it was natural to look out for fuch a 
protedlion as might fupply that which he fuppofed 
to be withdrawn, to try whether the neighbour- 
ing powers would not afford him an afylum from 

the 
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the tempeft that impended, or what refource he 
might find among his countrymen againft the ma* 
chioations of implacable foreigners. A ftriking 
coincidence took place, between his own expe- 
rience and the general ideas then entertained of 
the Britifli charadler. The name of Englilliman 
was now regarded, in almoft every part of India, 
with execration. In the very dominions of their 
allies, in Oude, in the circars, and in the Carna- 
tic, they were moft hated, only becaufe beft 
known. Weary of the yoke that galled him, and 
incenfed by a repetition of infult, it is not impro- 
bable that Cheit Sing might correfpond with the 
princes around him on the moft likely means of ex- 
tricating himfelf from his prefent embarralfment, 
fpeculate on terms of mutual fupport, or agree on 
fuch a plan of general concert with them as promif- 
ej the moft effectual prote<fIion to their refpec^ive 
rights ; that he might even have written to the dif- 
contented Begums of Oude, or caballed with the dif- 
alfe^fed tributaries of the Englilh. He has certainly 
been charged with having exhibited unequivocal 
fymptoms of this feditious turn of mind in his own 
condu^, but which w^ere obvious in a ftill higher 
degree in the behaviour of his officers and his peo- 
ple. Thefe fa(fls, however, are a Hedged without 
any fpecification of dates, names, or circuinftancesj 
nor even included in^he written complaints, which 
were Rated againfl, and fent to him on the fpot. 
Indeed, the expences of the war had become fo 
enormous, and the means of Rill carr}dng it on had 
D d 4 drained 
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drained the treafury to fuch a degree, that new 
fources of fupply were become a matter of great 
and pteffing importunity. The wealth and impo- 
tence of the Rajah might now, therefore, point 
him out as the proper and immediate obje<ft for 
anfwcring the public exigence. 

During this ftate of alfairs in the zemlndary of 
Benares, the governor-general went to vifit it in 
perfon upon the 7th of Juy [1781]. He wiflied, 
at the fame time, to reftore harmony in the pro- 
vinces of Oude, and to procure as much money as 
pofliblc. Colonel Muir was then negociating a 
peace with Sindia, and Mr. Haftings naturally ex- 
pelled that his approach might expedite the bufi- 
nefs. 'I'he difappointment of aid from the Rajah, 
even in a crifis of the greateft public diftrefs and 
danger, did not affe< 5 l him fo much as thofe ift- 
flances of contumacy and difobedience, which he 
confidered as proofs of a deliberate intention to 
fubvert the Company's authority, and to ere£l his 
own independency on its ruins. He adopted, at 
the fame time, the report, that the Rajah inherited 
immenfe wealth from his father Balwant Sing, 
which was depofited in the two ftrong forts of Lgt- 
teefpore and Bedjeygur, and annually augmented ; 
that his military eftablifhment and floras w^ere 
preferved on the moil rcfpedlable footing; that his 
llrong holds were numerous^ in good condition, 
and well fupplied ^ that he maintained an inter- 
courfe with fuch powers, as either were, or might 
become enemies to the company ; and that he was 

prepared 
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prepared for open revolt, and waited only for a 
favourable opportunity of declaring it. By his 
agent*; and emlflaries in Calcutta he was allb 
thought to have taken an a6live and decided part 
againft the governor-general, in thofe oontefts 
which had long prevailed between him and his 
colleagues is office. To this flrenuous oppolition 
to the cenfures incurred at home, by his delin- 
quencies abroad, and to the conftant and general 
cxpeiflatlon in India, that he muft have been re- 
called from the fervice of the Company, the go- 
vernor-general roundly charged the whole of the 
Rajah's mifcondu<^. This was probably the crime 
which he deemed the leaft pardonable, for which 
he was to be punifhed, as an example which juf- 
lice and policy required; which was to render his 
guilt the means of relief to the Company, and in 
confequence of which a penalty was to be exaifled 
from him, which he was well able to bear, and at 
the expence of a fund deftined by him for purpofes 
of the moft dangerous tendency to the Britifh in- 
tereft in thefe pans. 

The governor-generar.s progrefs up the Ganges 
lafted near fix weeks. I'he Rajah was much alarm- 
ed by this unexpe(fled journey. He fhrewdly 
fufpe^led the governor was not cordially his friend. 
His profligate relation Oufiaun Sing had for fome 
time been much carefied at Calcutta. And he now 
attended in the governor-generars train. This 
man, who had once been the bofom friend and chief 
minifter of the Rajah, had, by mal-adminiftation, 

forfeited 
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forfeited the efieem of his mailer, and fquaikiered 
his fubftance by fuch an unprincipled life, that he 
was at length banilhed the country. He had foon 
returned, however, at the head of a moll profligate 
banditti, who became fo numerous and formidable, 
that he was at length only expelled by a reinforce- 
ment of the Company's forces. The Rajah could 
not but regard a man who had thus abufed his con- 
fidence, defied his power, and outraged the tran- 
quillity of his government, as his mortal enemy. 
And what could he expecfl from the vifit of a fupe- 
rior who fuffered his fuite to be difgraced by fo 
abandoned a chara£ler ! The Rajah, however, 
with a great train of the principal people of his 
country, met the governor-general at Buxar, on 
the borders of Benares. The opinion, that this 
fplendid retinue had been coUe<51ed with an hoflilc 
intention, has been refuted by the event. In con- 
fequence of this meeting, a fecond took place next 
morning ; A converfaiion occurred, which the two 
parties have related differently. The governor- 
general delivered his recolletSlion of what happened 
with much caution, difclaimed all pretentions to 
correilnefsj and, becaufe it made no part of his 
plan, he confidered it as a contingency of no con- 
fequence. He Hated, how^ever, that Cheit Sing 
expreiTed the greateft concern for the difpleafure he 
had incurred, and fuch parts of his conduct as had 
given offence, that he declared the zemindary, and 
all he poflTefled, was at the difpofal of the Com- 
pany ; that the prefence of Ouffaun Sing filled 

him 
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him with the moft diftreffing apprehenfion'S j and 
that from an uncommon agitation of mind, or to 
imprefs a ftrong opinion of his iincerity, he ac- 
companied his words with the lingular a;5iIon of 
laying his turban in Mr. Haftings’ lap. In reply, 
the governor-general difclaimed the idea of dc- 
feending to become a party in the family alterca- 
tion of the Rajah, but avowed the higheft dif- 
pleafure, in explicit and peremptory terms. He 
added, that he had already been deceived by his 
oaths and proteftations, and Ihould not fulfer his 
purpofe to be changed, or his duty to be over- 
ruled, by any verbal conceflions whatever. But in 
the Rajah’s manifefto the governor-generars over- 
tures are mentioned as peculiarly harfli and exorbi- 
tant. Having difculTed the fubjeft of the tribute, 
his profedion of attachment and fidelity to the 
Company, and his readlnefs to comply with their 
defires in every thing within his power, no lefs a 
fum tha^^ a crore of rupees, or about one million 
two hundred thoufand pounds ficrling, w'as de- 
manded as the price of forgivenefs and future fa- 
vour. The furrender of Bedjeygur, which he 
calls his family refidence, the depofit of his 
“ women and of his honour,” was at the fame 
time required. To the firfl of thefc demands he 
pleaded abfolute inability ; in reply to the fccond 
he faid, for what he had dpne^he ibould be pu- 
niflicd by the forfeiture of his domeftic fanftuary, 
and branded with theufamy of having relinquiflxed 

the 
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the facred depofit of his family and perfonal ho- 
nour. 

When they arrived at Benares, on the 14th of 
Auguft, the Rajah was forbid to wait on the go- 
vernor-general, as he had intended, that evening, 
and defired to defer his future vilits until per- 
miffion was obtained, as fome matters were previ- 
oufly to be fettled. Next day Mr. Markham, the 
refident at Benares, was difpatched by the go- 
vernor-general, with a paper, in which the feveral 
charges againft him were Rated, and an immediate 
anfwer required. Had he wifhed to irritate the 
Rajah by inve<Rive, rather than to gain him to his 
jJlirpofe by conciliating language and an affable 
deportment, the means he purfued could not have 
been more properly fele£Ied. This extorted from 
the Rajah an ample vindication of his condu<R. 
The non-payment of the extraordinary fubfidy he 
attributes to circumftancc*. which he could not pre- 
vent or elude ; that the failure of thp remittance 
to the army was the fault of thofe w^ho were in- 
trufted with the bufinefs ; that the demands on him 
for cavalry were incapable of being literally ful- 
filled j that his communications on that fubjed had 
been neglected or diferedited ; that he had an- 
nounced to the refident his readinefs to detach, for 
the fervice of the Company, five hundred horfe, 
and as many militia, or irregular troops ; that he 
had written an account of thefe forces to the go- 
vernor-general, who he daily expe^Red would have 
Tent fome dirciftion for their difpofal 5 that no an- 
fwer 
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Arer was returned to this letter any more than to 
the former ; and that Mr. Markham and he re- 
peatedly exprefTed their mutual furprife at this fi- 
lence. He denies that any agents or emiffaries 
were ever fent to Calcutta, or that any of his peo- 
ple were there, except a few whom he named, 
and who were openly employed on public buhnefs, 
with the governor himfelf. Thefe, and other im- 
putations of a fimilar nature, he avows to be the 
calumnies of his enemies, who were bent on his 
ruin ; but he congratulated himfelf, that the go- 
vernor-general would now have an opportunity of 
dete 61 ing the falfehood on the fpot. That robberies 
and murders were committed in his country with 
impunity, was an allegation equally unfounded. 
He was careful to punifh every fuch crime, and no 
culprit ever could elude juftice by other means 
than abandoning the country. 

This anfwer, though couched in language the; 
moft humble and fubmiilive, was confide red by the 
governor-general as an infult of the higheft and 
moft offenfive kind, not fo much a vindication of 
the Rajah, as a recrimination on himfelf ; and ra- 
ther a letter of defiance, than a reprefentation which 
betrayed any fenfe of mifcondu<ft, or facilitated 
the return of friendfhip. He admits that fome of 
the Rajah's letters might not have been anfwered ; 
but adds, in a tone of fuperlative ftatelincfs, that it 
w^as the Rajah's duty to obey the pofitive and re- 
peated orders which he had received, and ‘‘ not 
** to wafte bis time with letters of cxcufe, to cavil 
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with his anfwers for evafion, or with hi$ filence 
for delays.** Moderation in power was not then 
the chara6\eriftic vir#ue of the fupreme government. 
And much delicacy was not to be expefted in the 
exercife of a delegated authority, by the agent of 
Brkifh merchants to the prince of Benares. 

The governor-general deemed it impolitic, 
cither to leave him in the full exercife of powers, 
which he had thus obvioufly abufed, and which 
he apprehended might ftill be employed to the 
moft dangerous purpofes, or to deveft him entirely 
of the zemindary, though juftifiable on the grounds 
he had ftated, as this might have appeared too 
fevere, and rendered the company's government 
obnoxious to cenfure. By laying the perfon of the 
Rajah under arreft, he cxpe6^ed to avoid both ex- 
tremes, The Rajah’s palace was fituated on the 
banks of the Ganges, on the fame fide with the 
city of Benares, and about two miles diftant. Mr, 
Markham was inftru<5tcd to proceed early in the 
morning, with only his accuftomed guard, that it 
might appear no more than a common vifit, and 
there to put him under arreft, and require his im- 
mediate fubmiffion, in the governor-general’s name, 
and to keep him. in cuftody until he received fur- 
ther orders. Two company*s of fepoys from Major 
Popham’s detachment were ordered to follow and 
fupi^rt the refident in the execution of this delicate 
fcrvice. 

The Rajah made no rcfiftance, but refigned 
to his fiite, with perfeA fubmiffion to the 

refident* 
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rcfldent’s authority. He was ready to obey what- 
ever the governor-general fliould prefcribe. Hk 
entire zemindary, his forts, and his treafure, were 
at his fervice, and even his life if demanded. But. 
he felt the ignomy to which he was expofed by this 
public difgrace. He trufted his youth and tneas 
perience would be fome appology for fucb of his 
errors as had given moft oifence. He begged the 
refident would make a juft reprefentation of his 
obedience, and plead for him, that, in conlidera- 
tion of his father’s name, he might obtain his free- 
dom on proving the fmcerity of his offers. Thefe 
fubmiftions he repeated in a letter to the govenor- 
general, which he concluded by faying, “ What- 
“ ever may be your pleafure, do it with your own 
“ hands. I am your (lave. What occafion can 
“ there be for a guard r'" 

Other letters, replete with the fame defpon- 
dency, foon followed Mr. Markham. The gover- 
nor-general’s feelings, regulated as they were by 
the niceft policy, for the firft time were fo far 
touched by the misfortunes of the Rajah, that he 
thought it neceffary to alleviate his apprehenlions, 
by a fhort note, informing him, that all parti- 
culars fhould be explained in the afternoon, and 
deftring him to let his mind be at reft, and not to 
conceive any terror or difmay. 

The Rajah had been early cautioned agatnft 
fuffering his people to behave in an unquiet or dif- 
orderly manner, as any attempt to refciie Itim 
would ineviubly precipitafe his nmu Hie 

deal 
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him ia the cuftody of Lieutenant Stal- 
ker, who commanded his own guard, and of the 
Lieutenants Scot and Sims, who led the two 
grenadier companies of fepoys. Thefe officers 
were inilru^Ied to difarm all his fervants, but to 
allow him any eight or ten domeftics whom he 
might prefer, for the attendance of his perfon. 
Thefe were to be (hewn to the fepoys, that no de- 
ception might be pra<Slicablc. Nor was the Rajah 
to ’be refufed any requeft confident with the fecu- 
rity of his perfon. Fortunately for Markham, the 
preparation of his inftru<5bons conliderably delayed 
his return to the palace. On the oppofite fide of 
the river, and at no great diftance, was lituated 
Ramnagur, the common refidence of the family. 
It was a pile of building which anfwered the dou- 
ble purpofe of a palace and a fortrefs. A few addi- 
tional out-works had been made to it of late years, 
and by degrees a very populous and compa<5l town 
furrounded it. A Handing garrlfon was kept in 
this place after the manner of all eaftern princes. 
The refidence of the court had produced the 
town and occaiioned the garrifon, and the inha- 
bitants were violently attached to the prince, from 
the mildnefs of his manners, and the lenity of his 
government. Before Markham could fet out, in- 
telligence was received, that large bodies of armed 
men had croffed the river from Ramnagur, and 
proceeded directly to the palace where the prinee 
was* in cuftody. Our fepoys were in the fquate 
furrounded the Rajah’s apartments, but had, 
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by fume unaccountable inadvertence, left their am^ 
nuinition behind. This circunaftance was no foonef 
known to Major Popham, than he difpatched ano- 
ther company to reinforce the two former, and to 
fupply them with ammunition. But all the ave- 
nues of the palace were fo crowded and choked 
up by multitudes and armed men, determined to 
prevent accefs, that the attempt was immediately 
rclinquilhed as impradicable. The appearance of 
this party probably inflamed the populace, as the 
attack of the grenadiers in the fquare certainly 
commenced on their arrival. Thele men, defti- 
lutc of their ufual means of defence, were an eafy 
prey to fuperior numbers, who in an inftant cut 
moft of the party to pieces. Eighty-two were 
killed on the fpot, and ninety-two fo delperately 
W'ounded, that the condition of the living was much 
lefs enviable than that of the dead. I'he three 
Britilh officers, who were faid to have made a moll 
vigorous reliftance, were found mangled in the moft 
fhocking manner, and lying near each other. 

The Rajah naturally expected that his life 
would be made to pay for the temerity of his peo- 
ple. In the midft of the tumult, and overwhelmed 
by the terrors of a fcenc fo little expei^fed, he 
was hurried away, however, by his attendants and 
friends, through a wicket on the garden fide, which 
led to the river, where, from the fteepnefs of the 
bank, he was let down into a boat by a number 
of turbans tied, together, and conveyed to the other 
fide. The authors of his refeue feem to have 
E e a(5fed 



4i8 transactions IN INDIA. 

afted only from impulfe, without fyftem or con-* 
cert. They had no other obje6l than his mere 
efcape, and followed him in that tumultuous con- 
fulion which generally difcrimlnat^es a mob under 
the direction of no fuperior. The additional com- 
pany of fepoys, who had been prevented entering, 
now pufhed their way as the crowds decreafed. 
Even then fo fmart a fcullle enfued, that Birrel, 
who comiTiaiided them, had thirty of his men kill- 
ed or wounded. Major Popham, who had been en- 
camped about two miles diftant, foon after arriv^ed 
-at the head of his detachment, and could only la- 
ment a cataflrophe which it was not in his power 
cither to alleviate or revenge. 

'Phe whole alTray is attributed by Cheit Sing 
to the brutality of a fervant belonging to the 
relident, who, being formerly in his fervice, was 
difmiired with difgrace, and, owing the prince a 
grudge, took this opportunity of treating him in- 
lolen ly. Plis people, enraged by the temerity of 
ft) coniemptible a wretch, and the degradation of a 
chief whom they loved and adored, refented the 
outrage, which however feems to have originated 
and fubfided with the feelings or paroxyfm of the 
moment. The governor- general was lodged in a 
villa adjoining to the fuburbs of Benares. The 
whole of his guard did not exceed fifty or fixty 
fepoys. Had the Rajah been ferioully determined 
on refilling the Company’s authority from the be- 
ginning, the governor-general might have been 
immediately and eafily difpatched. However de- 

fedlive 
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fe6\ive . thefe people are prefumed to be in mili- 
tary, political, or legiflative fcience, they are al- 
lowed to be fingularly artful. And, in fadf, their 
fc hemes of treachery and alTaflination are for the 
mod part fo well contrived as generally to fuc- 
ceed. The fuppofition, that an infurretSlion was 
fcrioully intended, is confequently repugnant to,, 
what has been always underllood, the well known 
and eftablifhed character of the natives. The gover- 
nor-general feems indeed to have executed this ro- 
mantic expedition with a raihnefs which mod men 
betray, when the immediate gratification of fome 
ftrong and prevalent padion is in view.. In a place 
fo full of inhabitants, and where the native fovereign 
is an objetd of univerfal attachment and veneration, 
it was not likely all this violence ibould be done 
without popular commotion, or that his name or 
lituation alone would carry, into a country fix 
hundred miles from the feat of government, all its 
autliority and elTeid, without fuch an army as might 
enforce his meafures. 

The Rajah, like all wxak minds under the in- 
fluence of terror and furprife, conceived no better 
means of fafety than in didance from the feene 
of danger. Truding the recovery of that fortune, 
which was already lod, to time and contingency, 
he fled from Ramnagur in the middle of the fame 
night. Such effetdsas could be conveniently moved, 
fuch troops as were aflembled, and fuch of his 
family as w'ere prefent, he carried with him. The 
palace was left in the cudody of its own fmall da- 
tiorury garrifon. He took immediate refuge in 
E e 2 Lutteefporc, 
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l.utteefpore, a place of great llrength. Mean 
while the governor-general appointed OulTaun Sing 
to the adminiftration of the revenues, and pro- 
claimed the appointment through the city of Be- 
nares, at the fame time that mclTengers were dif- 
patched to announce this event in every part 
of the country. From the obvious temper of the 
people, and the nature of the arrangements which 
flow became neceflary, the troops were ordered 
from all their contiguous Rations, without delay, to 
Benares, It was fortunate fuch a precaution had 
been taken j for, on the fecond day after the Ra- 
jah’s flight, a chofen warrior and confidential chief 
of the family arrived, with a body of troops, to 
prote^'d Ramnagur. An emergency ib perfe^flly 
unexpended made it necefTary, by all pollible 
moans, to expedite the arrival of the forces. Orders 
were immediately difpatched for that purpofe, and 
Captain Mayalfre, who had the command, was 
diretded to avoid every thing like hoftility, and to 
halt in va fccure licuation at fome dillance, that the 
troops might be kept colletfod and ready, until Ma- 
jv)r Popham had taken his mcafures and the com- 
mand. 1 he olficer however, who led on the party, 
marched directly forward, rcgardlefs of the remon- 
Rrances made by thofe who ai5fed under him, and 
derpifing an enemy of which he had no knowledge. 
Here followed a fecond malTacre, Rill more dread- 
ful than the lirR, They were foon involved in nar- 
row Rreets and winding lanes, fired upon from all 
dlre^Iions, llaughtered in heaps, by a fevere 

and 
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and invilible enemy. Captain Doxat, who led the 
attack, inftantly fell, with twenty-three of his men. 
The detachment under the conducT of Captain 
Blair, who followed, were not much longer in ac- 
tion, when fifty-feven men were killed, and nearly 
as many wounded. Not IcTs than a hundred and 
feven men were lod, and nearly as many grievouf- 
iy mangled, by this temerity. Captain MayaflVe 
did not furvive the catadrophe. The Rajah’s peo- 
ple wefe naturally elated by thefe fucceiles. Nor 
was the governor-general intimidated. I'he re- 
fources of his genius have in general been equal to 
I the obdacles with which he grappled. Difpatches 
were prepared, and font in multiplied copies to all 
the military dations within reach, for immediate 
fuccour to the treafury of Oude for money, and to 
the camp of Chunar, for all the troops that could be 
fpared. But the country, by this time, was every 
where hoftile, and in arms againd the Englilh. 
No communication could take place ; and of the 
numerous mclTengers occupied on this emergency, 
few reached their deftlnation. 

The governor-general had taken up his refi^ 
dence in Mahdoodafs’s gardens, which were fitu- 
ated in the heart of the fuburbs of Benares. This 
place confided of many detached buildings within 
one large inclofure. The whole w'as alfo fur- 
rounded with houfes and trees, in fuch a manner 
as to intercept all outward profpecd. Expofed by 
the nakednefs of the place, the want of a force 
adequate to its protection, the turbulence of its 
E e 3 vicinity. 
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vicinity, and the apprehenfion of an affault from 
the proximity of an enemy, rapidly increafing ; and 
rendered defperate, from the certainty that they 
coMld have no fafciy but in fuccefs ; an immediate 
retreat was now perhaps the moft eligible meafure 
in their power. I'his they commenced in the 
evening, and accomplifhed without moleftation by 
next morning, when they arrived with all their 
baggage and attendants at Chunar. The wound- 
ed fepoys were however left behind, in whofe 
favour Mr. Haftings wrote to the Nabob Saa- 
dut Ally, requefting him that he would take 
them under his care and prote6bon. But the hu- 
manity of the MuflTulman had taught him to anti- 
cipate the governor's defire. The kindnefs of 
this generous ftranger was extended to thefc un- 
fortunate men the moment he knew of their con- 
dition. His feeling heart fympathized with their 
futferings, at the fame time that his judgment con- 
demned the policy that produced them. He vi- 
lited them in perfon, he fupplied them with pro- 
vilions, he gave them money, he ordered furgeons 
to attend them, and as foon as they could be re- 
inoved he brought them to his own quarters. 
Thefe interefting attentions were performed at a 
time when the Company’s credit w^as conlidered, 
^mong the natives, as precarious j w hen the odium 
raifed againft its fervants was prevalent and uni- 
verfal ; when Hyder Ally triumphed in the Carna-? 
tic ; and when the fupreme government had be- 
come contemptible from grofr violations of faith, 

abortive 



TRANSACTIONS IN INDIA. 453 
abortive ambition, and alTumptions which it could 
not realize. In this good man, thele wretched fol- 
diers, though wounded, fighting againft a caufe in 
which he was much Interefled, and now in the cul- 
tody of their enemies, found a friend. Such are the 
offices of kindnefs, for which our countrymen have 
fo generally ftigmatized the Indians as barbarians ! 

Benaram Pundit, the Berar Vakeel, on the 
very evening of the retreat, had come to vilit the 
governor-general. All was in difordcr and confulion 
when he entered the gardens. He proceeded how- 
ever with the crowd, and, notwithftanding extreme 
corpulence and great age, was diicovered march- 
ing on foot, in company with his brother, and 
without a Angle attendant. They continued at 
Chunar until the governor-general was enabled to 
return to Benares. He even offered, without ap- 
plication, all the ready money he polfeired, which 
was a lack of rupees in filver, at a time when the 
governor-general was exceedingly difirefied. 

All this while the Rajah Cheit Sing was incef- 
fant in his application for an amicable adjuftment 
of pall differences. He complained of the extre- 
mities to which he was driven, and perfified in 
protefling his abfolute incapacity to reflrain the 
fury of his people. I'he very morning afier the 
affair at Ramnagur, in which fo many of our 
troops were deflroyed, propofals for an accommo- 
dation were offered. But Mr. Haflings feems lo 
have obftinately adhered to one inflexible plan of 
unqualified liverity. He would not even coit-» 
E e 4 defeend 
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defcendto anfwer theRajah’s letters, fome of which 
procured fo little attention, that he neither recollects 
their dates, nor the time of their delivery. A fuperci- 
llous confcioufnefs of fuperioty, a haughty diftance, 
or an ominous referve, involved the whole of thefe 
violent tranfa^fions into fuch perplexity and ob- 
fcurity, as arc not accountable on the common 
principles of human conduild. His confident and 
treafurer, Cantoo Bauboo, was however permitted 
to confer on the llatc of affairs with Cheit Sing’s 
Vakeel, or envoy, Mirza Abdoola Beg. It is not 
very eafy to aflign any reafon whatever for this 
permillion, as the conference produced no effed:, 
though the Rajah not only exculpated himfelf 
from the outrages which had been committed at 
the palace, imputing the whole to the refident’s 
fervant, but made an abfolute furrender of all he 
had, and offered to depend entirely on the gover- 
nor’s generofity, for every indulgence to which he 
might think him entitled. Cheit Sing being re- 
duced to the neceliity of taking up arms in his own 
defence, it was an obvious ftep, in the progrels of 
the tragedy, firft to pronounce him a rebel, and 
then to proferibe him as an objeifl unworthy of all 
further protection, and witl) whom it w'as no longer 
competent for the Rate to treat. 

It was about this lime that the governor-gene- 
ral experienced new embarralfment from the Vi- 
jiier’s determination of vifiting him at Chunar. The 
dominions of Oude at this moment were in a Rate 
of almoR actual rebellion. The oppreflioas which 

they 
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they fuffered from the influence of the Company's 
fervants were become altogether intolerable. In- 
deed, the contagion had fpread through all the 
neighbouring countries, but efpecially in fuch 
places as were under the immediate influence of 
the Regums. Thefe princelTes, who relided at Fy- 
zabad, on the river Dewa, the fecond capital of 
the Vizier’s dominions, were faid openly to efpoufe 
the cauie of Cheit Sing, and even to permit their 
own officers to join in attacking the Englifh. The 
whole provinces, flretching towards the mountains, 
were up in arms, and ready to rifk every thin^ for 
expelling the Englilh. Colonel Hannay, with two 
battalions of regular fepoys, was ftationed in thefe 
parts. And fuch was the popular indignation and 
refentment againft the Knglifh intcrefl, that he 
was repeatedly attacked, furrounded, and many of 
his troops cut to pieces ; that the zemindars in- 
ftigated their dependents to outrage ; and that it 
was with the greateft difficulty Major Hannay was 
enabled to make his efcape. In the midft of thefe 
difturbances, and while the neareft and moft dif- 
tant diftri<^s of his territories were embroiled, Af- 
foph ul Dowlah came to pay his refpe(5fs to the go- 
vernor-general. It was difficult to treat a perfon 
of fuch diftin6fion as a friend, at the fame time 
that he was fufpe^fed for an enemy. And the 
darkeft defigns had been infinuated to the gover- 
nor-general as the efficient caufe of this jour- 
ney. It was even propofed, that the perfon 
of the former fhould be cfcorted, during the in- 
terview. 
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terview, by fuch a guard as might operate as a fuf- 
ficlent check againft all the machinations of the 
latter. The prefence of the Vizier indeed would 
bring a frefh accefTion of credit to the defperate fi- 
tuation of the Company's affairs in the revolted pro- 
pinces. His troops, though a rabble, might aHb 
tend to keep the country in awe, and divert the 
enemy’s attention and operations. But the go- 
vernor-general difliked the advantage which the 
Nabob might derive from that circumftance. Nor 
did he willi for any other afliftance than the Com- 
pany’s troops, to fupprefs a rebellion immediately 
againft their own authority. 

It was under thefe apprehenfions that Gov^ernor 
Haftings endeavoured, by letter, to dilfuade the 
Nabob from the vifit he intended, and that he 
urged his return to his own capital, promifing to 
wait upon his Excellency there, as foon as the 
troubled ftate of Benares permitted. The Nabob, 
however, perfifted in his refolution of demonftrat- 
ing his zeal and attachment. He profecuted his 
journey with an expedition proportionate to the de- 
licacy of Mr. Haftings in diffuading him from it. 
Their meeting was apparently agreeable to both, 
and the greateft cordiality fubfiftcd between them 
during the whole time it lafted. 

The fpirit of infurre^lion, which now raged fo 
fiercely in the province of Benares, effected all the 
frontier countries under the Company’s govern- 
ment, that were fituatCvl in the neighbourhood, 
Nc^ only one half of the kingdom of Oude ftrug- 
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^led to fupprefs the EngUfh influence, but various 
diftricSls in Bahar were alfo very ferioufly embroiled* 
Men were every where openly levied for the fer- 
vice of the infurgents. The Sarum circar, one of 
the largeft divilions of that province, was power- 
fully invaded and laid delblate by Hutteh Shaw, a 
chief of conliderable confequence in thefe parts, 
and who was fupported by Cheit Sing. Indeed, 
the whole funtSlions of government were for the pre- 
fent ful^ended. The fcramble for property, and 
even exiftence, became general. Anarchy eila- 
blifhed all her horrors on a momentary annihilation 
of order. In fuch a feene of hoftility, all inteI-» 
ligence from the adjacent countries was cut off ; 
and the governor-general, fhut up in the fort of 
Chunar, knew but little either what were the ciTc< 51 s 
of his orders, the lituation of the forces, or the fate 
of his mefTengers. 

Cheit Sing, in the mean time, delineated his 
lituation to the furrounding princes, in a manifeflo, 
which for juftnefs of conception and limpliclty of 
language would not have difgraced the page of a 
Livy. After narrating his father's condud ami his 
own j regretting, in the bittereft terms, their un- 
natural partialities for flrangers, who had thus re- 
quited their kindnefs with ingratitude and treachery; 
and urging them to unite as in a comm n caufe, 
and expel or exirpate thofe ufurpers, whom no ac- 
quifitions could fatisfy or treaties bind ; he gives a 
qontraft of the country, under his authority, and 
^hat of the Company. It is a pidure which be- 
trays 
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betrays the hand of a mailer, ‘‘ Look’' fays, he ‘‘ to 
my deftrl6ls, look to theirs. The different afpe<5ls 
they exhibit mark the limits of them more than 
** the boundaries prefcribed by nature or art. 

My fields are cultivated, my towns and villages 
“ full of inhabitants, my country is a garden, and 
“ my fubjedls are happy, I'he pi incipal merchants 
‘‘ in India, from the fecurity of my government, 
“ refort to my capital, and make it their refi- 
“ dence. It is the bank of India, and contains 
“ the treafures of the Maraittos, the Jaits, the 
Saiks, the native and the European nations. It is 
** here the orphan and the widow depolit heir all, 
and find a certain afylum from avarice and ra- 
pacity. The traveller and the llranger, from 
“ one end of my country to the other, lay down 
their burthens and fleep in fecurity. In the Com- 
pany’s provinces, famine and mifery llalk hand 
“ in hand through uncultivated fields and deferred 
“ villages. There you meet only the aged and 
infirm, who are unable to flee, or robbers pre- 
“ pared to feize or kill ! When Englilhmen pafled 
through my country, every kindnefs was Ihewn 
“ them, and all their wants fupplied. The very 
“ baggage was taken from the backs of their cool- 
“ lies, and carried for them from village to village, 
“ My officers every where attended, to accom- 
“ modate them with neceflarics and carriage a^ 
my cxpence, and perform all their orders as 
they were my own. Afk my people, if any 
of them met with fuch treatment in the countries 

“ under 
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under the Company's management. Were they 
‘‘ not almoft continually robbed, and in danger of 
‘‘ their lives ?'* 

The head quarters was now at Chunar, a fort 
lituated on the fouth ihore of the Ganges. The 
enemy's chief ftrength was encamped at Pateetah, 
fevcn miles to the fouthward, in the dire6l way to 
the pafs Suck root, and the ftrong hold of Lutteef- 
pore. Popham's detachment was polled about a 
mile from town, betw^ecn the fort and the enemy. 

Lieutenant Polhill, who arrived on the 27th of 
Auguft, with fix companies of fepoys from the 
Nabob Vizier's body guard, encamped on the other 
Ikle of the river, and had a Ikirmiih with a ftrong 
party of the enemy, at Seeker, a town and fort 
which lay within light of Chunar. Polhill prevailed, 
and a large quantity of grain, much wanted by our 
forces at that time, fell into their hands. Nor were the 
detachment under Blair, whom Popham fent to fur- 
prife the camp at Pateetah, Icfs fuccefsful, though 
their vl<fiory was dearly earned. The enemy's camp 
was in facfl abandoned, but they w'cre drawn up, 
and waiting the attack a mile beyond it, in a man- 
ner moll determined, and in an order that was not 
expelled. The fepoys under the command of Blair, 
doubly fortified as they were by the mechanifm of 
difcipline, and their confidence in European officers, 
met with a reception fo vigorous and defperate, that 
they were inftantly broke and thrown into confufion. 
The fpirited attack of lieutenants Fallen and Birrel, 
at the head of two companies of grenadiers, upon 

the 
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the enemy’s cannon, was what faved the detach- 
ment, and turned the fortune of the day. On our 
fide, however, one fourth of the whole were killed 
and wounded. It was at the fame time an advan- 
tage, and contributed to reftore that credit and 
fpirit which our army had in fome degree lofi by 
the late difaftcr at Ramnagur. 

About a week after this a(!dion. Major Crabbe 
appeared on the fhore oppofite to Chunar, with 
two regiments of fepoys, two companies of Euro- 
pean infantry, and thirty European artillery men, 
four fix-pounders, one howitz, tumbrils, ammnni- 
tion, draft and carriage cattle, and every other 
provifion necefiary for immediate fervice. I'his 
detachment had been fent by Colonel Morgan, to 
whom the governor-general had difpatched feve- 
ral exprefies for this purpofe, but which Morgan’s 
zeal had anticipated. For the greater expedition, 
they had proceeded by water down the Ganges, 
though much retarded on their courfe to lllahabad 
by firong adverfe wdnds. Here the major difem- 
barked both men and (lores, and proceeded the 
reft of the way by land. 

It was on the following day [the nth of Sep- 
tember] that Afibph ul Dowlah, Nabob Vizier t>f 
Oude, arrived and took his ftaiion on the oppofite 
fhore. The communication between him and Mr. 
Haflings was immediately opened, and fubfifted 
for forjifc time with all the circun. (lances of lupe- 
riority on the one fide, and degradation on the 
other, which ufually diftinguilh the intercourfe of 

a chief 
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a chief and his vafTal, Unfortunately, the influenc® 
which the governor-general polTelTed in the coun- 
cils of this pufillanimous prince was followed by a 
feries of the moll dreadful confequences to fome of 
his neareft relations, 

AlToph ul Dowlah had taken and continued ia 
his pay a certain number of our regular troops, 
intruftcd to the Britilb refident at his court the 
entire management of all his affairs, foreign and 
domeftic, and gradually become, efpecially in the 
adminiftration of his revenues, both in fubftance 
and effect, as well as in general repute and eftima- 
tion, a mere tributary of the Company, He was, 
in faeff, fo materially and abfolutely under the 
control of their fervants, that, in the opinion of 
the native powers, the honour of Great Britain 
ftood pledged for every a6l of his government. His 
mother and grand-mother were loft by his fa- 
ther, the fon of the one and hulband of the other, 
in cruft of certain treafures in money, fome valu- 
able moveables, and fevcral landed eftates, for 
fupporting their own dignity, and the honourable 
maintenance of two thoufand perfons — his women, 
a numerous offspring and their dependents. The 
Nabob, on finding himfelf in deep arrears to his 
new mafters, was inftigated by the creatures, ia 
whofe cuftody they had placed him, to extort, un- 
der a variety of pretexts, fcveral large fums from 
his aged parents, amounting in all to fix hindred 
and thirty thoufand pounds. I'hey would not, 
however, pay the laft of thefe fums, but on cer- 



43t TRANSACTIONS IN INDIA, 
tain terms. To fecur« the fcanty remains of what 
had been folemnly bequeathed to them by the will 
of the late Vizier, that his fon, on no account 
whatever, ftiould moled them by any further claims, 
and well knowing whence all his former exactions 
and feverities originated, they demanded that thi:^ 
family compathi fhould be guaranteed by the go- 
vernor and council-general. A treaty of this kind, 
involving thefe conditions, was accordingly ex- 
ecuted with every poflible formality, between the 
Nabob and his parents, and guaranteed by tlie 
Britilh refident at Oude, under the authority, and 
with the exprefs confent of the fupreme govern- 
ment. 

Notwithdanding a covenant thus folemnly rati- 
fied, the facred inheritance of thefe venerable 
perfonages was ultimately alienated to gratify the 
ra;.'acity of our countrymen. It v\as at Chunar, 
and during this vilit of the Nabob to Mr. I lad- 
ings, that a fecret treaty took place between them, 
which produced all thofc infamous tranla61ions, to 
which the fubfequent dilhonours of the royal family 
of Oude were owing. In this myderlous negocia- 
tion, the Nabob was authorifed and dimulated to 
condfeate, for his own convenience, the patrimo- 
nial inheritance of his kindred, the very lands 
allotted for the fubdllence of parents. l‘he 
only equivalent allowed the perfons, thus robbed of 
their all, was a pendon, amounting only to the net 
rent of their refpeedive property. Nor did even 
tins Indulgence extend beyond the few for w hom 

the 
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the Company were bound in the late treaty. No 
Security was ftipulated for the payment of the pen- 
lions, not any compenfation provided for thofe 
who had none. The miferable pretext for this 
wanton violation of faith and duty was a ri^ht in 
the Nabob, which, according to the Mahommedan 
law, gave him a title, as it was alledged, to what 
he thus engaged to feize by force* A claim 
which, however equivocal, the governor-general 
eftablilhed, in dire<5f defiance to the obligation to 
which the Nabob had fo recently acceded and 
a6fed upon, without either fubmittlng the matter 
to the conlideration of the board, or apprifing the 
parties, thus perfonally injured, that they might 
have recourfe to whatever mode of redrefs their 
helplefs fituation would permit. A Britifh magidrate 
even prollituted the facred commilfion of his Bri- 
tannic Majefty, by ftooping at this very moment 
to the bafe employment of an informer, in colleding 
a body of hear- fay evidence and vague report, in 
an exra-judicial capacity, for the purpofeof cover- 
ing the cruelties that were preparing as implements 
of extortion, by an attempt to convert two aged 
women of engaging in a plot for the depofitioii of 
their fon and fovereiga, and the extirpation of the 
Englifh nation. 

Some feeble ftruggles of nature in the breaft of the 
Vizier were the only obftacics which oppofed the 
execution of this inhuman projeef. But the gover- 
nor-general was not to be diverted frbm a purfuit 
thus advantageous, by the fq^ueanailh remon- 
F f ft ranees 
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ftrances of unavailing fenfibillty. The relenting 
heart of a fon, againft involving the authors of his 
being in immediate want, was not a conlideration 
to be put in competition with the gratification of 
revenge, the rcquifitions of avarice, or the favage 
propenfities of a defpot. The Nabob propofed to 
feize the treafures of his mother, rather than be 
accelTary to an alienation of what he had fo lately 
and folemnly engaged to preferve. This alterna- 
tive was readily adopted, though it did not after- 
wards even prevent the refumption of thofe lands, 
in lieu of which it was offered. The outrages, 
perpetrated in accomplifhing thefe nefarious ob- 
jedfs, implicated fuch an excefs of cruelty, as ne- 
ver has been furpaffed fince the days of Claudius 
Nero, The confidential fervants or minifters of 
thefe illuftrlous females were feized, imprifoned, 
and treated like common felons. They remained 
in fetters for near twelve months, and owed their 
releafe at laft to the humanity of Mr. Briftow. It 
fared no better with the women of the Zenana, 
though they had been left to Mr. Haftings' fpecial 
prote6fion by the dying requeft of the late Vizier. 
They were (hut up in the palace of Fyzabad, and 
guarded by a number of regular fepoys, under the 
command of an Englifii officer. After undergoing 
incredible hardfhips and infults, the fubfidy appro- 
propriated for their fubliftence was diminifhed. 
They foon became in want of common necelTaries^ 
Prefifed by hunger and defpair, they baffled the af- 
fiduity of their guards, abandoned their apartments. 
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and, in a condition the moft abjedi and degrading 
to the fex in that country, burft into the market 
place. They were however inftamly remanded to 
the Haram, and the royal otfspririg of Sujah ul 
Dowlah, the fecond prince in the empire of Indof- 
tan, were aftually beat with bludgeons by a relent-* 
lefs foldiery in the fervice of the Eaft India Com- 
pany. Nor will it be eafy to account for the ex- 
quilite diftrefs to which two thoufand perfons were 
thus reduced, except on the fhocking fuppofitlon, 
that a ferious defign had been fomewhere formed 
of ftarving them to death. 

Four regiments and one battalion of fepoy<?, 
three European companies, one of grenadiers, one 
light Infantry, One French rangers, fix companies of 
the Nabob’s body guards, and thirty artillery-men, 
were now affembled under the command of Major 
Popham. Daily reinforcements were pouring in 
from every quarter, and a force was immediately 
muftered, more than equal to any army which the 
enemy could bring againft them. The Rajah’s 
troops, regular and irregular, did not much exceed 
feven thoufand effe^live men. A prodigious rab- 
ble, haftily aifembled by various chiefs in the neigh- 
bourhood, increafed the number, but added little 
to the ftrength of this unwieldy body. The Ra- 
jah himfelf feems to have been totally unqualified 
for war. His officers were equally deftitute of a 
military education, his foldiers were without dif- 
cipline, and his councils were pufillanimous and 
wndecifive. 


F f 2 


He 
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He feemed fenfible, however, that he had to con- 
tend with troops greatly fuperiot to his own, and 
for that reafon was inclined to negociate rather 
than to fight. And, notwithftanding all his former 
attempts had utterly proved abortive, he renewed 
his application to the governor-general, whom he 
importuned by variety of letters, written in a ftile 
peculiarly abje<5l. But he was ftill repulfed with 
an infolence, in proportion as he difcovered the 
mortification which it was natural to feel in that 
date of degradation to which he was reduced. 
Mr. Barnet and Cantoo Baboo, his prifoners, in- 
terceded for him, though without eifeft. Ma- 
ny of his letters were it feems loft or deftroy- 
ed ; they were faid to be all fubftantially the 
fame, and only replete with acknowledgments of 
fubmiftion, proteftations of innocence, and ftrong 
profeftions of fincerity for reconcilement. He de- 
clared in very folemn terms that he had no fhare 
in the maflacre at the palace ; that he had in no 
inftance been the aggreflbr ; that all his fufferings 
were on his part unmerited; and that he was ftill 
ready to prove his allegations ; to renew, to demon- 
ftrate, and to preferve his allegiance. He made 
no fcruple at the fame time of avowing the nu- 
merous and powerful refources on which he placed 
his laft dependence, Eameft as he evidently was 
in this critical correfpondence, the governor-gene- 
ral j^rfevered in that contumelious filence, which 
fo habiiually characterizes the arrogance of the 
ftrong In their iiuercourfe with the weak. He was 

folici- 
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follcitous only to make the Rajah fenfible of their 
different fituations ; that he had affumed a language 
which in his circumftances was rather prefumptuous 
than conciliating ; and that he did not yet appear 
fufficiently confcious of their prefent inequality. 

Haftings now found himfelf in a capacity to ac- 
complifh every obje6\ he had in view. The troops, 
from various iuccefs in feveral fkirmilhes which had 
lately happened, and the reinforcements which 
were inceffantly increaling their number, were in 
high fpirits. The officers were all of tried bravery 
and fkill in their profeffion. The enemy were 
contemptible. The only impediments which Teem- 
ed infuperable, were the ftrong places, which in 
general were ftill in the enemy's podeffion. Ramna- 
gur was however fuprifed by a ftratagem, con- 
ceived and carried into execution by the treachery 
and dexterity of a native. I'his was at one and 
the fame time to reduce Patectah, and fecure the 
pafs of Suckroot. The enterprizc at both places 
was equally fucccfsful. The Rajah found himfelf, 
notwithdanding the ftrength of the fort of Lutteef- 
pore, where he was, involved in circumftances of the 
moft imminent perfonal danger. The pafs of Suck- 
root was barricaded in his rear, while Popham, at 
the head of a powerful body of forces, clofed him 
in front. Thus befet, his only fafety depended 
upon flight ; but in what road or paflage could he 
efcape the vigilance of an enemy who had already 
penetrated the inmoft rccefles of the mountains I 
Encouraged however by a few of his moft faithful 
F f 3 and 
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and Intrepid adherents, he had the good fortune 
to elude his purfuers, and, by a clrcuitotts fweep 
over a variety of hills and fwamps, he recovered 
the road fome miles beyond Suckroot. He then 
made his way to Bedjeygur, with all the caution 
and expedition in his power. His misfortunes, 
brought in this manner to a crihs, extinguifhed in 
one moment all that rage for infurre6tion, which 
the commencement of his fufferings had occafioned 
and excited. The unwieldy multitude, after pil- 
laging the defencelcfs inhabitants of Lutteefpore, 
difperfed every man to his own home. The con- 
teft was at an end. Further exertions were deemed 
no longer neceiTary than other booty and more adr 
vantages were expe(5Ied. To men in a ftate of 
vaflalage, and a»5fing only from intereft, a change 
pf makers can be of little importance. 

In confequence of thefe events, the country im- 
mediately refumed, its former tranquillity. The 
farmers, the ryots, the manufaeflurers, and the 
mechanics, returned from war and plunder to the 
peaceful purfuits of humble induflry. Within ^ 
few hours the afpe6f of the feene in the towns, 
the villages, and the fields, was totally changed. 
I'he peafantry, inftead of flocking together in 
groups, plotting enterprizes of revenge, or exer-? 
pifing the implements of deftrudlion, were every 
where difperfed, and re-engnged by their feveral 
occupations. J-.ed on by no chief of fyftem or con- 
and difappointed by his cataftrophe, who of all 
pthers they preferred, no objetl fufficiently gene- 
ral, 
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ral, important, or interefting, remained to ftlmu- 
late, combine, or direct their efforts. Thus aban- 
doned by the deftiny of the unfortunate prince, in 
vvhofe behalf they abruptly flew to arms, they now 
as abruptly threw them down, and with one con- 
fent fuddenly diffolved, juft as an arch tumbles 
when the key-ftone is removed, or a machine falls 
to pieces when the fpring that av^fuates it is de- 
ftroyed. To cherilli thefe welcome fymptoms of 
reviving loyalty and fubmiftion, the governor-ge- 
neral iffued a proclamation, offering the moft liberal 
indemnity to all who fhbuld tender an immediate 
obedience to the Company’s authority. I'he only 
exceptions to the benefit of this general pardon 
were the Rajah, Sujan Sing his brother, and 
Goffe Gunge, a town in which two foldiers had 
been barbaroufly murdered during the troubles, 
The Vizier Nabob having come to a final under- 
ftanding, concerning what the governor-goneral 
meant his future condu< 5 l to the princeffes his mo- 
ther and grand-mother fhould be, returned to his 
own country, where the fpirit of infurrcdlion con- 
tinued to rage with unabating violence. The na- 
tives, galled by the two-fold fervitude to which 
they were neceffarily fubjeeffed, from the double 
government or tyranny under which they groaned, 
relinquifhing their charableriftic patience and ti- 
midity, and provoked by an inceffant repetition 
of frefti infult, v.ere every where in a ftate of re- 
fiftence and defpair. Thefwarmsof revenue officers 
who faftened on every diftritft in Oude, with the 
F f 4 avidity 
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avidity of famine, and the cruelty of our troops, 
who like the peflilence fpread havock and deftruc- 
tion wherever they were ftaiionary, had by this 
time reduced the moft flourifhing provinces in In- 
dia to a defert. In every village the bulinefs of 
exa(£hIon, at the point of the dagger, had been 
daily carried on for years. It had begun with the 
ryot, the petty earnings of whofe indefatigable 
toil were openly violated with impunity. It ali- 
enated the ilores of the wealthy, and the heritage 
of the great. It refpeCted not the privileges of re- 
ligion, the diftiniflions of fex, or the preferiptions 
of rank. l‘he prefent meafures of the Durbar 
were even in avowed defiance to the will of a 
prince whofe memory the whole kingdom of 
Oude ftill regarded with the fincereft rev^erence. 
T hey faw the fon and fuccefibrof Sujah ul Dowlah, 
funk into a mere inflrument of opprefiion againft 
his own parents and kindred, in the hands of fo- 
reigners. And their exertions were dire<51ed ra- 
ther againft that authority which overwhelmed him 
than his own. It was now, however, impofTible 
to extricate him from the control of a power io 
greatly his fuperior 5 and his dependence on the 
Company had become fo abfolute, that he could 
no longer a(5I for himfelf without adling at the iame 
time for them. The commotions therefore, which 
prevailed in every part of his dominions, fuppofed 
a diftin 6 Iion, which he was not at liberty to aro\r^ 
and pointed to an objeil, whlch^ as he was then 
circumilanced, it was at once bis duty and lus in- 

tereft 
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tereft to difclaim. The policy under which he 
a6Ied was on that account to haften home, that 
the reviving profperity of the Company's aifaira 
in the adjacent countries, co-operating with his 
prefence, might have its full effe6I in facilitating 
the re-eftabliihment of tranquillity, wherever a dil- 
pofition to rebel had appeared. 

The governor-general, having gone back to Be-» 
nares, was neceffarily occupied for fome time in 
fettling the arrangements of a new government. 
The next lineal heir of Bui want Sing, Mchiparain, 
fucceeded to the Rajahihip. He was a grandfon 
of that popular chief, by a daughter married to 
Doorgbijey Sing, ftill under age, and his parents 
both alive. His father, under the title of Naib, 
was intrufted with the foie management of the 
public affairs. I'he tribute of the zemindary to 
the Company was more than doubled, two hun-^ 
dred thoufand a year clear gain, belides much 
booty, having accrued to the treafury of Bengal 
frona this revolution. 

The tide of fuccefs, which has always and emi- 
nently attended our affairs in India, began now to 
fwell. In two days after the flight of the Rajah, 
a flrong detachment of fepoys, under the command 
of Major Crawford, arrived in the camp from 
Dinapore. Colonel Hannay, who had been re* 
duced on the northern banks of the Dewa to the 
greateft difficulty, had received the moft foafon^ 
able and effe^al relief from the addrefs of Major 
Naylor. The muUkude who had revolted in that 

country 



442 TRANSACTIONS IN INDIA, 
country were difperfed, and the troubles they occa- 
fioned in a great mcafure began to fubfide. Futteh 
Shaw was at the fame time driven out of the Sarum 
circar, where he had maintained for fome time a 
fort of independence, in defiance of all the efforts 
of government. News of a feparate peace and 
treaty of alliance and friendfliip having been con- 
cluded between Colonel Muir and Sindia, the 
great Marratto chief, arriving at this moment, fen- 
libly heightened the plcafure fo naturally produced 
by a fucoedion of fuch fortunate events. 

Popham, confiderably ftrengthened by frefh 
troops, in high fpirits from the numerous advan- 
tages his forces had obtained in every encounter 
with the enemy, and excited by the profpe^i of 
immence booty, advanced with the army in pur- 
fuit of the Rajah to Bcdjeygur. It was the envied 
depofitary of his father’s treafures, his own, and 
thofe of his family. It is lituated not far from the 
frontiers, about fifty miles to the louth-eaft of 
Chunar. The fort is on the top of a folid rock, 
which rifes in a perpendicular dire<5iion feven hun- 
dred and forty-five feet above the level of the ad- 
joining countries. Next to the impregnable fort of 
Gualier, it was univerfally deemed the flrongeft in 
India 5 but the ftrength of the one appeared to 
Cheit Sing no adequate fecurity againft the con- 
queror of the other. He therefore abandoned the 
fort with precipitation on Popham’s approach. 
Much of his treafure was unavoidably left behind, 
with his women, his mother, and his wife, who dill 

remained 
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remained in Bedjeygur with no contemptible gar- 
rilbn. He took with him, however, above three 
hundred thoufand pounds in calh, befides jewels to 
an Immenfe value ; being, as was alledged, all 
that the elephants and camels, in his immediate 
pofiedion, were capable of carrying away. 

In this manner, and in dire<5l violation of all the 
moft facred engagements, by which nations and 
men are bound together or united in reciprocal ob- 
ligation, did Mr. Haftings accompliOi the expul- 
(ion of a prince polTefUng all the legal authority of 
his country, excrcifing all the rights, and performing 
all the duties of its internal government ; who 
coined money, colle(5led the revenues, adminiftered 
juftice, and even kept up a military force for his 
own defence, He was fubje<5l: to the governor- 
general and council, only on certain ftipulated 
terms, and on the fame terms entitled to the pro- 
tection of their government. And in a variety of 
treaties, as authentic and explicit as the ordinary 
forms of human tranfaClions can render them, the 
public faith, at Mr. Haftings' own immediate in- 
ftance, was folcmnly pledged, that no future en- 
croachments whatever ftiould, under the Com- 
pany’s authority, be made on his rights. Thefc 
feeble barriers, however, were foon broke down, 
when the wrath of a defpot was to be indulged. 
The Rajah, from the accefs of his attachment to 
the Company, on the report of Mr. Haftings’ re- 
Agnation, and the acceftion of a new governor- 
general to that important fituation, had prema- 
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turcly announced his fatisfailion in an event, which 
it was conceived would have then been generally 
acceptable in India. This was conftrued into an 
inftance of the greateft perfonal difrefpeft at the 
time, and cherifhed with ailiduity as a moft hei- 
nous offence, until fuch an opportunity might 
offer as it could be refented in a manner the moft 
confpicuous and effci^ual. In confequence of this 
petty affront, the Rajah was proferibed, and the 
fanguinary refolution adopted of felling the Com- 
pany’s fovereignty of Benares to the Nabob of 
Oude, or difpoffe fling the Rajah of his territo- 
ries, or feizing his forts, and plundering them of 
treafure to the amount of five hundred thoufand 
pounds. And fo determined was he in the work of 
deftru6\ion which he had thus proje^ed, that he 
a(Jfually reje6\ed the fum of two hundred thoufand 
pounds, tendered by the Rajah for his redemption, 
rather than the extremities he meditated ftiould not 
be literally put in execution. 

Meafures of feverity, adopted without any re- 
gard to the fundamental rules of juftice or equity, 
are generally extended in the accomplifhment, ac- 
cording to the wild and lawlefs principle in which 
they originate. Now that Cheit Sing had relin- 
quilhed all further oppofition to the authority of the 
governor- general, and finally abandoned the coun- 
try of Benares, and all the privileges connetfted 
with the government of it, that' even his adherents 
began to avail themfelves of the pardon offered in 
the late proclamation, and the turbulence of the 

infurgents 
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infurgcnts was for the moft part at an end, it wa« 
natural to expert that the paffions conneiled with 
all thefe difturbanccs would have fublided, in pro- 
portion as the caufes that produced them were re- 
moved. He feat, notwit hftanding, a body of 
troops agaihft the caftle of Bedjeygur, where the 
mother of Cheit Sing, his wife, a perfoa of ami- 
able manners and fingular worth, and all the other 
women of the Rajah’s family, and that of his fa- 
ther, had fixed their refidencc. Without attempt- 
ing to prove, and only pretending that whatever 
thefe innocent people pollefied was the property of 
the Rajah, he refolved to involve them in the fate 
of Cheit Sing, to treat them as rebels, and without 
accufation or jury, or trial, to force their afylum, 
and confifeate their treafure. I'he orders ifiued for 
this purpofe were cruel and barbarous, as they 
were peremptory and fpecific. If the reports 
“ brought to me,” fays he, “ are true, your re- 
“ jesting her offers, or any negociations with 
** her, would foon obtain you poireffion of the 
“ fort upon your own terms. I apprehend that 
^ fhe will contrive to defraud the captors of a con- 
“ fiderabie part of the booty, by being fufiereJ to 
“ retire without examination. I fliould be very forry 
that your officers and foldiers loft any part of 
“ the reward to which they are fo well entitled.” 

Notwithftanding the ardour of the troops and 
the fkill of the officers, the difficulties which at- 
tended the fi ge of Bedjeygur protra<fted it nearly 
to the middle of November. By that time they 

^ had ^ 
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had proceeded fo far by fap, that a mine was ready 
to fpring, which they hoped would enable them 
to ftorm the place. The mother of the Rajah/ 
who polTeffed the entire command^ was confe- 
quently induced to furrender the fort fcy capitu- 
lation. The only terms which in thefe circum- 
ftances fhe could obtain from a mercenary power, 
fluflied with fuccefs and eager after treafure, was, 
to be allowed fifteen per cent, on the effefts in 
the fort, to refide in the country, or follow her 
fon, as fhe might incline, and in either cafe to be 
afforded entire proteiiion. 

Even thefe terms, hard as they were, and 
granted with a harlhnefs and illiberality, which 
even the laws of war prohibit among civilized na- 
tions, were grofTly violated. The women, who re- 
figned themfelves with confidence to ihofe officers 
whofe faith was pledged to prote61: them from infult, 
were yet abandoned to the fearch of the foldicry, 
who ufed them with incivility and rudenefs, and 
^ven ftript them of their neceffiaries. I'his bruta- 
lity was at lead obliquely authorized in a letter 
from Mr. Haftings to Popham, where he hints his 
apprehenfion that thefe unfortunate women might 
be treated with an improper excefs of delicacy 
from the gallantry of brave men. IIow detedable 
muft that government be, in which the fofter ties 
of nature have no prote6fion ; where the common 
vi<dims of cruelty are the innocent, the fair, and 
the defencelefs 5 and where all ih jfe tender confi- 

deratlons 
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derations which have been re^pe< 5 \ed in all focie- 
ties, and by all the heroes in the world, are iri- 
fulted, and without effecSl ! 

Thus were our forces in full pofTefbon of all 
thofe riches, which had been fo long an object of 
the ftrongeft folicitude to the governor-generaL 
Thefe however, inftead of converting to the pur- 
pofes of public utility, or applying to the urgent 
neccflities of the date, he was anxious]to appropriate 
reward for thofe military exertions, by which his 
perfonal refentments had been fo abundantly gra- 
tified. His letter to the commander in chief, 
during the fiege, was conftrucd by the officers on 
the fpot as fufficiently authenticating this difpofi- 
tion of the fpoil. It was perhaps not unnatural to 
prefer on this occafion the defire of the troops to 
the exigence of the Company, in confequence of 
executing, in fuch a mafierly manner, a plan of 
operations which the governor-general had fo much 
at heart. The officers, aware however that even his 
authority, circumfianced as he now was, might 
not ultimately realize their expetdations, unani- 
moufly refolved to diftributc on the fpot the fpoil 
which fell into their hands. And this refolution, 
which put the money in their pockets beyond the 
poffibility of a reimburfement, they literally exe- 
cuted the fecond day after the capture of the fort. 
The treafure in cafh, which was then a^lually fei^ed, 
amounted to iwxnty-five lacks. Great quantities 
of the richefi merchandize, rubies, diamonds, eme- 
ralds, 
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mlds, and other precious ftones, to an immenfe 
value, were at the fame time fecured.* 

The council were far from acquiefcing In this 
diftribution of the Rajah’s treafure. It was repug- 
nant to their expe£Iations, and indeed to the or- 
ders of their fuperiors. They confequently ar- 
rainged it as a meafure which might be followed 
by the worft confequences. The refolutions which 
they pafTcd on the fubje<51 ftrongly marked their 
diflatisfa^Iion. Thefe were, that the governor- 
general had not either formally or by conftruc- 
tion difclalmed, as reprefentative of the Company, 
their right to the booty found in the fort ; that 
the temerity of the officers in appropriating it was 
a proof that they did not confider themfelves fuffi- 
ciently fecure by any other claim ; that the 
acquiefcence of government in fuch a meafure 
might eftabliffi a dangerous precedent ; and that 
they could not relinquilh the Company's right, 
but would bring the queftion to a legal decifion. 
They were, however, defirous that the officers 
would fubmit the whole to the deciiion of the 

• The dividend which took place in the army of this booty, 
which in calh amounted to three hundred and twelve thoufand 
pounds and upwards, was 

To the commander in chief > - - - jf. 36750 

To each of the majors — 5fji9 

To each captain an item more than — 3000 

To native officers, a very difproportionate (hare 
To each fepoy 6 

N, B, Two thirds of the cafli w'cre at lead fuppofed to be dif- 
pofed of in this manner. 


board. 
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board. In that cafe, it was promifed to put the 
moft liberal conftruftion on the letter of the go- 
vernor^general, which they had urged in their 
own vindication. It was at the fame time recc^m- 
mended that they Ihould accommodate the treafury 
with a loan, upon the ufual terms, of their refpec- 
tive fhares, excepting fo much as they would de- 
clare upon their honour was necefary to fupply 
their perfonal wants. They were required to give 
in an anfw'cr to this requilition in a given time, 
and formally apprifed that a failure would be con- 
(idered by the board as a difobedicnce of orders, 
and proceeded upon accordingly. 

Thus ended ‘the memorable tranfa^Iions of the 
governor-general at Benares, in the year 1781. 
Thefe feem to have been undertaken at the infti- 
gation of his own feelings, which he conceived 
wounded beyond forgivenefs by the condu( 5 ^ of 
this unfortunate prince, and of whofe temerity or 
inadvertence he took this fignal vengeance, as an 
example to all the other great landholders under 
the Company’s government. But if the urgent ne- 
cedities of the (late are to be admitted as an apo- 
logy for fuch outrages, it is an inftance in point, 
how very abortive the feverities of defpotifm are ; 
for the Rajah found means to carry away the 
greateft part of his treafure, and the remainder 
was imipediately converted, by the army, into 
boo^. 
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CHAPTER XII. 


Jlppearance of a French Fleet before Madras — Furfued, 
and fome of the Convoy captured by Sir Edward 
Hughes — Partial Fight — The Enemy haul their Wind 
and are out of Sight in the Morning — The Sultan and 
Magnanime, from England ^ join Sir Edward — A 
bloody Aolion on the Coa/i of Ceylon — Confequences of 
thefe Aidions — Abingdon* s Succefs — Peace concluded 
with the Marrattos — Hurricane — Famine — Ope^ 
rations of the Army on the Coajl of Malabar — Onore 
Jiormed — HydcPs Death — Canara invaded — Dif- 
contents in the Army — Mangalore — Panic in Cun- 
dapore — Ge?ieral Matthews capitulates — Fate of the 
General and Ojficcrs — The French Auxiliaries refufe 
to fight again/i the Englijh — Sir Eyre Coote dies at 
Madras — SucceJJes in the Coimbatour Country — Lafi 
Naval AWion between the French and Englijh Fleets 
— Ccjfation of Hofiilitics. 

Whil E Mr. Haftlngs exerted the power of 
the Company in crulhing fome of their moft valua- 
ble dependptts in the extremities of Bengal, the 
French meditated an utter exiintSlion of their intc- 
refton the coaft of Coromandel. When Admiral Sir 
J^dward Hughes, after taking Trlnconiale, arrived 
in the Madras Road, he was informed by Lord 
Macartney, the governor, that a French fleet, 
amounting to thirty fail in all, had appeared on 
the coad, captured fev'cral fhips, and were then 
fuppofed not above twenty leagues to the north- 
ward. 
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ward. Our fquadron confifted only of fix fall of 
the line, and had been fo long at fea, that the 
fiiips were necefiarily much out of repair. Their 
crews were debilitated by ficknefs, and they re- 
quired large fupplies of frelh provilions. In this 
condition, and expofed in the open road to the at- 
tack of an enemy fo greatly fuperior, the admirals 
fituation was peculiary critical. Pie was, however, 
fortunately reinforced, on the day following fuch 
alarming intelligence, by the arrival of Captain 
Alms, in the Monmouth of 64, accompanied by 
the Piero of 74, and the Ills of 50 guns. 

Every dlfpatch was adopted and no timelofi for 
rendering the fiect, in fome meafure, fit for aclual 
fervice, or in a fiatc of preparation to meet the 
enemy. Sir Eyre Coote, with his ufu:^l attention 
and alacrity, fupplled the fiiips with three hundred 
officers and men. But notwithfianding this expe- 
dition, before the equipment was complete, the 
Prench fleet, confifling of twelve fail of the line, 
including the Englifii Piannibal, and another fifiy- 
gun-fiiip, fix frigates, eight large tranfports, and 
fix captured velTels, appeared fuddcnly in offing on 
the fifteenth of February. M. de Suffrein, who 
had fucceeded to the command on the death of M. 
de Orves, not knowing till now the acceflion of 
ftrength which the Englifh fleet had jufl received, 
and finding he had nine inftead of five ihips, which 
he expecled to encounter, abandoned his intention 
of attack 5 and fuddenly weighing anchor, about 
four in the afternoon, flood off to the Ibuthward. 

G g 2 A pur-. ^ 
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A purfuit on the part of the Britlfh inftantly took 
place, which continued all night. It wag obferved, 
about day-break, that the enemy were now in fe- 
pa rate dire^lions, their twelve line of battle fliips, 
with the frigate, bearing eaft of the Britifh fleet, 
and about four leagues diftant, while the other 
frigates with the tranfports, not more than three 
leagues a-head, ‘made diredlly for Pondicherry. 
The only infallible mode of bringing on an action 
in thefe clrcumftances, was to throw out the fignal 
for a general chafe to the fouth-weft, as the French 
admiral would undoubtedly endeavour to refcue his 
convoy, and no fuperiority of number and force 
could deter Sir Edward from appealing to this ilTue. 
Our fleet foon captured fix veflels, five of which 
were Engllfh prizes, newly taken, with their crews 
on board. The fixth was the Laurifton, a tranf- 
port of 1 300 tons burthen. Its cargo conlifted of 
a fine train of artillery, intended as a prefent to 
Hyder ; a large quantity of gunpowder ; a complete 
alfortment of other military ftores j a number of 
land officers, and three hundred foldiers, from the 
regiment of Laufanne. I'he great difadvantage 
under which the fleet laboured, for want of fri- 
gates, was now feverely felt. A few of thefe mull 
have fecured the whole of this valuable convoy ; 
moft of which, on that account, were abandoned 
In the very moment, almofl, of being captured. 
For the French fleet, anxious to defeat the fuccefs 
of fo mafterly a manoeuvre, inftantly bore down 
for the prefervation of their convoy. This 
^ obliged 
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obliged our admiral to recal his Ihips, to order 
the prizes which had been taken for Negapa- 
tam, and to make head with all the expedition 
poflible againft the enemy. Unequal adv’erfe 
winds and hazy weather kept the hoftile fleets apart 
for fome time, and put the nautical fcicnce and 
acutenefs of both commanders fufficienily to the 
trial. The wind, irregular and uncertain as it 
feemed, ftill blew in favour of the enemy ; and 
notwithftanding all the /kill, experience and accli- 
vity of Sir Edward, he was at laft forced into 
acClion on very difadvantageous terms. Wayward 
as ihcfe circumftances were, he refolutely threw 
out the fignal to form the line of battle a -head. 
Eight of the enemy's beft fliips were confequently 
enabled to dire<^ their whole attack on five of the 
Englifli, of which the Ifis of fifty guns was one. F'our 
of our ablefl: fhips, the Eagle, Monmouth, Wor- 
cefter, and Burford, under the moft approved com- 
manders, were idle fpecflators in the van, without 
a poflibility of affording the leaft alfiftance. The 
Superbe of feventy-four guns, in which Sir Edward 
was, formed the central fhip. The Hero, of the 
fame force, commanded by Captain Wood j the 
Ifis, Lumley ; theMonarca, GUI, of fixty-eight; 
and Exeter of fixty-four ; the latter commanded by 
Commodore King and Captain Reynolds j were the 
four below. The Exeter being the flernmoft, and 
a bad failor, was confiderably feparated from her 
fecond a-head. Three of the enemy inftantly bore 
down upon her, and commenced a furious attack,, 
G g 3 The 



454 TRANSACTIONS IN INDIA. 

I'he admiral, in the Superbe, was, at the fame 
time, befet with equal vehemence and force. Thefe 
were the two fhlps which the enemy feemed chiefly 
intent to dlfable. But after fuftaining thefe fevere 
attacks for two hours, and not a little crippled, a 
fquall of wind accidentally blowing freih in their 
favour, it became their tur'\ to make the attack. 
I'he a6fl(jn was confequently returned with fuch 
vigour and clfecd:, that in twenty-five minutes, and 
juft as it began to grow dark, the French fhips 
within their reach, having fuftered much damage, 
fuddenly hauled their wind, and the whole fqua- 
dron ftood off to the north-caft. The two fliips in 
our fleet, which ftood the brunt of the acftion, were 
almoft reduced to a wreck. A conftant and prodi- 
gious fire had been poured in upon both, from all 
dirccdions, during the whole adfion. Captain 
Stephens in the Superbe, and Captain Reylands in 
the Exeter, two ofheers of diftinguilbed merit, 
were killed. We loft; thirty-two men, and ninety- 
five were wounded. Thirty of the former, and 
cighty-feven of the latter, were in the Superbe, the 
Exeter, and the Hero. The lituation of the Ex- 
eter, while the bloody conflict continued, was 
awful and perilous in the extreme. Every frefh 
broadfide was expedfed to decide her fate. I'he 
thunder of the enemy, from three ftiips of the line 
doling round her, and taking a fteady aim, as at a 
dead mark, was inceffant and tremendous. The cool 
intrepidity and compofure of the commodore, in 
;he midft of a feene thus dreadful, was Angularly 

com- 
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commanding and exemplary. While the fight 
raged with increafing fury, he was almoft blinded 
by the blood and mangled brains of Captain Rcy- 
lands, which were dallied over him by a cannon 
ball. The mailer came to him foon after, and 
alked what he fhould do with a Ibip which already 
was in the moll lhattercd condition, as two of 
the enemy were already bearing down upon her. 
“ I'here is nothing to be done,” faid he, coolly, 
but to fight her till llie finks.” 

Such was the lituatlon to which the Supcrbe and 
the Exeter had been reduced by this encounter, 
that it was deemed necelfaryto proceed toTrinco- 
male, where only that damage could be repaired, 
ddiis bufinefs, however, was eifecled fo expedl- 
tioully, that the fquadron appeared before Madras 
by the middle of March, without having either 
heard or feen the enemy. The admiral was re- 
turning to Trincomale, with a reinforcement of 
troops, and a fupply of flores for that garrifon, 
when he was joined by the Sultan and Magnanime 
fhips of war, of feventy four-guns each, from Eng- 
land. Though the crews inboth thefe fhips were fick- 
ly and fcorbutic, anxious to receive and cover the 
convoy with troops and flores from home, he per- 
fevered in his courfe with an Intention of neither 
feeking nor fhunning the enemy. The French, 
however, knowing of the convoy, and wilhing to 
cut it off, or prevent the jundion, appeared alfo 
in the north-eafl quarter, and to leeward of the 
Englilh, on the eighth of April. Both fleets, con- 
G g 4 united 
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tlnuecl in this relative polition during that and the 
three following days ; but Sir Edward Hughes 
having reached the coaft of Ceylon, about fifteen 
leagues to windward of Trincomale, bore away 
dire(51ly for that place. This was unfortunate for 
the Englifh fleet, as the enemy gained the wind in 
the night, which enabled them to bear down upon 
our rear in the morning. Sir Edward immediately 
made a lignal for the line of battle a-head, on 
the ftarboard tack, two cables afunder, while the 
enemy were v.ithin fix miles, and the wind in the 
fame quarter, with time, place, and circumftances 
all in their favour. Our (hips were cramped by a 
lee-fliore, a fuperior enemy, and an adverfe wind, 
'i'hrce hours were fpent in manoeuvring. Five 
fail, which compofed the enemy's van, ftretched 
forward to engage that of the Englifh, while the 
admiral, with other feven fliips of the line, bore 
down upon the Superbe, and her two feconds, the 
Monmouth and Monarca. Two feventy -four-gun 
fliips rulhed within piftol-fliot of the Superbe, and 
engaged her with fo much fiercenefs and execution, 
that the general opinion was, they meant to have 
boarded and carried her by a coup-de-main. This 
furious onfet lafted about ten minutes, when the 
French admiral, having received fo much da- 
mage from the deluge of fire returned by the Su- 
perbe, made room for the fliips which came to 
fupply hi^ place, and ftot^ on the tack of the 
Monmouth, which was already equally engaged. 
The battle raged with' inconceivable fiercenefs, 

par- 
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particularly in the center, where the Englifli admi- 
ral refifted, with the chara£lerLftic firmnefs and in- 
trepidity of a BritKh feaman, fuperior number and 
force. The Monmouth at laft, about three o’clock, 
having fuftained, with unparalleled fortitude, the 
united fire and attack of two (hips, the one of 
equal and the other of fuperior metal, befides the 
pafiing fire of a third, firft loft her mizen, and then 
her main-maft : She accordingly fell out of the line 
to leeward. The enemy made a defperate effort 
to carry her off, but were driven back by the pro- 
digious fire of the Monarca and the Sultan. Our 
admiral was difappointed in expeding the wind, as 
ufual, to change in the afternoon ; he was there- 
fore obliged, forty minutes paft three, that his 
fhips might not be entagled by the ftiore, to make 
a fignal for wearing and hauling their wind in a 
line of battle a-head, and fighting the enemy dur- 
ing the whole evolution. Both fleets teemed equally 
folicitous for the prelent to gain anchor. 1 he 
French admiral had been early obliged to Ihift his 
flag ; and the La Fine, of forty guns, fell fo 
clofely on board the llis, that fhe ft ruck her 
colours to Captain Lumley •, though, from the dif- 
abled condition of that Ihip and the darknefs of 
the night, flie effetSed her efcape. Indeed the 
condition of both fleets were fo nearly the fame, 
that fimilar apprehenfions were entertained by each 
of a frelh attack in the morning. The French, 
however, had not loft any of their lower mafts, 
which was of great advantage in refitting j whereas 

the 
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the Monmouth could only be repaired in a good 
harbour, and with new mails. 

The two admirals watched the motions of each 
other for fome days. The French on the nine- 
teenth ftood out to fea, and made a feint, as if 
they meant an immediate attach : But, perceiving 
the fiiuation of the Britilh line, they inllantly Hood 
callward by the wind, and be-fore evening were 
quite out of light. 'I'he admiral, having refitted 
the Monmouth with jury-malls, proceeded the 
fourth day after to Trincomale, where the fqua- 
dron was repaired with the utmoll diligence, as 
their fervice was become ftill more urgent than 
ever. Thus ended one of the moft fierce and 
bloody engagements that happened during the war. 
The daughter of men in the Monmouth was equal 
to the havock of the Ihip : No Icfs than forty-five 
were killed, and a hundred and two wounded— 
a full third of her whole crew ! The mallerly con- 
du6l of Captain Alms, in a lituation thus critical, 
was peculiarly exemplary. His recolledlion of this 
brave aftion was however imbittered by the lofs 
of his fon, who, having been made a lieutenant in 
the admiral’s fhip, fell the fame day, in a noble 
emulation of his father’s bravery. The French 
fleet proceeded immediately to Batakalo, a Dutch 
port on the ifland of Ceylon, whc.re they continued 
to repair and equip their Ihattered Ihips until the 
month of June. Their lofs of men was rated by 
themfelves at one hundred and thirty-nine killed, 
and three hundred and lizty-four wounded. 


Thefe 
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Thefe events, with all the misfortunes that at- 
tended them, gave a moft advantageous impreffion 
of our ftrength on the continent of India. A fuf- 
ficient naval force to crufh effe<5fually that of the 
Engllfh, excepting feme artillery and engineers, 
was probably all the aid expelled or defired by Hy- 
der Ally from the French : His chief foUcitude was 
to annihilate our refources, as he knew every thing 
muft then be at his own difpofal. He muft confe- 
quently have fuifered inconceivable mortification to 
fee the French, withfo great an apparent fuperiority 
in the number of their fhips and men, not daring 
to attack the Englifh, but even purfued by them ; 
a convoy under their prote 6 fion captured 5 and, with 
every pofiible advantage, elfeding only a drawn 
battle. His hopes of taking Madras, of depofing 
the Nabob of Arcot, and of placing Tippoo Sultan 
in pofieflion of the Carnatic, were by thefe circum-- 
fiances rendered as remote and improbable as ever. 

The blockade of I'ellichery, on the Malabar 
coaft, however, ftill continued, and the ftrength 
and number of the enemy mcreafed ; but, unequal 
to a regular fiege, were content with clofely 
fiiutting up the place, and depending on famine 
or other diftrefs to fupply the want of military Ikill. 
The few works they ere(5\ed were fortified by a 
camp at fome difiance. Major Abingdon, having 
arrived from Bombay with a confiderable reinforce* 
ment of troops, determined to attempt the dif- 
lodgement of the enemy, and open a communica- 
tion of the town with the country. His move*^ 

ments 
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meats deceived the enemy into fuch a Rate of fe- 
curlty as conliderably facilitated his defigns. Hav- 
ing drawn fuch part of the garrifon as could be 
fpared, without notice, into his camp, he furprifed 
and carried their feveral pofts before day on the 
morning of the eighth of January [1782]. Not 
allowing a moment for the enemy to recover their 
confufion, he ftormed their camp as foon as it was 
light, and completely routed them. Sados Cawn, 
their commander, retired with his family, and a 
chofen party of his friends and beft troops, into a 
caftle fcooped on the fide of a hill, and pofiefied 
of no other walls than fuch as were formed of the 
living rock. Notwithftanding a vigorous and manly 
defence, this brave man and his party were torn 
from their afylum, though bomb-proof, and made 
prifoners. Thefe operations produced confidera- 
ble fpoil, confiding of artillery, military ftores, 
and feveral elephants. The town was relieved, 
and the coaft for feveral miles on both fides entirely 
cleared of the enemy, Hyder's poffelTions on this 
coaft being acquired partly by conqueft and partly 
by fraud, the Nairs, native princes, and nobility, 
who had fuffered feverely in an ineffe6Iual ftruggle 
for the prefervation of their ancient independence, 
were ftill exceedingly difafl'e6led to his govern- 
ment. He was confequently much vexed and 
alarmed at our fuccefs in thefe parts, which were 
the dearer to him from their vicinity to the rich 
kingdoms of Canara and Myfore, the great fources 
of his wealth and power. 


This 
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This fevere blow was, however, foon and amply 
retaliated on the fouthern army. Thefe troops, 
under the command of Colonel Braithwaite, appear 
fo have been deftined for the prote^ion of Tan- 
^ore and the neighbouring provinces. Sir Eyre 
Coote had, early in the year, made every effort 
in his power to reprefs, by the prefence of the army 
under his command, the defigns of the French and 
Hyder Ally on the fide of Pondicherry. But he 
was utterly incapable of fuch a movement by the 
want of draught cattle and carriages. He was alfo 
detained, in fome degree, in expeding the refult of 
an application which he had made to the governor- 
general and council of Bengal, for relloring his 
authority over the fouthern troops, that he might 
be able to dire<5f their co-operation in fuch a man- 
ner as would equally facilitate his own, and coun- 
tera6f the movements of the enemy. Braithwaite 
encamped on the banks of the Coleroon, which 
forms the northern boundary of the I'anjore king- 
dom. His forces confified of two thoufand veteran 
infantry, two hundred and fifty cavalry, and thir- 
teen field pieces. His fituation was in an open 
plain, which muft have expofed him exceedingly 
to the enemy's cavalry ; but feveral large and deep 
rivers which lay between him and Hyder, who 
was at a confiderable diftance, apparently fecured 
him againft any furprife. Tippoo Saib, apprifed 
of thefe circumfiances, determined to furmount 
them, and cut off this detachment as he had done 
that under Baillie. He was accompanied in this 

cater- 
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cnterprize by Monf. Lally, and four hundred 
French. His own forces were twenty thoufand 
ftrong, one half of whom were cavalry. With this 
formidable army and twenty pieces of cannon, he 
fuddenly furrounded Braithwaite’s corps, which 
could not be fuppofed in any degree prepared to 
refill a force fo greatly fuperior. The av^ion, 
notwithftandlng, was fierce and tremendous. It 
commenced on the fixteenth, and was not decided 
till the eighteenth of February [1782]. During 
tvfenty-fix hours of thefe three days, an unre- 
mittted fire of cannon and fmall arms was fup- 
ported on both fides. Neither furprife nor danger 
were attended with their ufual effetSis on this gal- 
lant party or their leader. Their courage and 
adlivity never once forfook them j and he, though 
feverely wounded and bleeding exceflively, would 
not withdraw from the feene for a moment. At- 
tacked with equal vigour from all lides, he threw 
his detachment into a hollow fquare, with his thir- 
teen field pieces interfperfed in its faces, and his 
fmall body of cavalry in the center, that he might 
prefent a front to every attack. Thus were they 
exhibited in the midfl of a large fquare, as a mark, 
to which the immenfe army that furrounded them 
direiSled an incefilmt and univerfal fire. It was in- 
tended by a violent cannonade on all fides to make 
a breach in fome part of the line, and then, rufhing 
impetuoufly with the cavalry, to complete the 
confufion that circumftance would occafion. But 
all the vigour and addrefs of the enemy were inca- 
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pable of making any impreffion on the Englifh 
fepoys, who withftood fuch exertions in the afpe£l 
of inevitable deftru^ton, as would have put the 
conftancy and the difcipUne of the beft European 
troops to the teft. Not valuing the number of lives 
he might facrifice to the fuccefs of an enterprize fo 
grateful to his ambition, and expelling his cavalry 
to break in at fome point or other, Tippoo led them 
repeatedly and with the greateft ardour to the 
charge. They advanced with fury, but received 
fuch powerful Oiowers of grape and mufquetry 
Ihot as deftroyed them by Ihoals. The Britilli 
cavalry from the Iquare, Tallying at that moment, 
purfued them with heavy and uiirefifled execution 
to a proper diftancc, and then returned to their 
former Nations. On the third day, after the num- 
bers of thefe brave men were greatly thinned, the 
furvivors worn down with wounds and fatigue, and 
Tippoo Saib’s intention of trampling down our in- 
fantry was fo efTe^lually defeated, that no pollible 
means could bring his cavalry to the refolution of 
ever making one charge up to the lines, M. 
Lally, at the head of his four hundred Europeans, 
marched with fixed bayonets to the attack of that 
fide which was mod expofed, or feemed the 
weakeft. He was fupported by fevcral battalions 
of the enemy’s beft irTantry, and flanked by pro- 
digious numbers of cavalry, while their whole ar- 
tillery poured in frefh columns of fire upon each 
of the other three faces, which at the fame time 
\vere refpedively menaced with dreadful bodies of 

horfe. 
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horfe, prepared to rufh in upon them the moment 
any change in their pofition took place. Our ex- 
haufted fepoys in that front, unable to repulfe the 
vigorous onfetof fuch a body of Europeans coming^ 
frefli into a<Slion, and confident of fuccefs from the 
vaft army that fupported them, were inftantly 
broken, and the carnage that enfued by the fury 
and rapidity of the cavalry was exceflive. Lally 
loft not a moment in putting a ftop to the effufion 
of blood, by IfTuing orders which his own corps 
readily obeyed. The ferocity of the natives ren- 
dered them lefs tra<ftable, five of whom were faid 
to have fallen by his own hand, in an attempt to 
reftrain their barbarous impetuofity. No fooner 
was the dreadful flaughter at an end, than he pre- 
vailed upon Tippoo Saib to intruft him with the 
charge of the prifoners. They were treated, efpe- 
cially the officers and wounded, with a generolity 
which is the infeparable companion of legitimate 
courage ; and his humanity in the field was even 
furpafted by his kind attentions in the camp to the 
men whom only his gallantry could fubdue. The 
beft foldiers and the braveft men are ever the moft 
merciful. In this cataftrophe, we loft many an ex- 
cellent officer; and of the whole who were prefent, 
one only efcaped without a wound. They loft 
every thing but their honour, and were deftined to 
fuffer the miferiesof a long and cruel imprifonment 
in the capital of Myfore. 

All the countries to the fouthward were now laid 
open to the defigns of the enemy, while the move- 
ments 
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rtcnts of the EnglKh general northward were not 
only clofely watched by Hyder’s main army, but , 
exceedingly impeded for want of much neceflary 
military apparatus. During this date of imbecility 
on the one iide, and vigorous adlivity on the other, 
the tirft divifion of that great force, which under 
the Marquis de Budy was intended for the fubver- 
lion of the EnglilTi power in India, were, fome 
time in the month of March, difembarked by 
Suffrein at Pondicherry, Thefe foon effecting a 
jun(5lion with a confiderable body of Hyder's 
forces, the combined army marched in full con- 
fidence to befiege Cuddalorc. And Captain Hughes, 
the commander, found himfelf under a neceflity of 
capitulating on the eighth of April. Permacoil foon 
fhared the fame fate, and the whole of the enemy's 
forces, under the diredlion of Hyder in perfon, 
pointed their march towards Vandewafli, It was 
now that Sir Eyre Coote expelled to have met the 
enemy in the field. His, movements originated in 
that convi^ion : And he pofielTcd himfelf, without 
delay, of the firongeft pofition he could felecfl, for 
the prote*flioa of fo important a fortrefs. Deceived 
in this conclulion, he determined to feek him on 
his own ground, not fufpeefling it pofliblo that the 
enemy, thus firongly reinforced, could fubmit to 
the purfuic of fo inferior an army. In this opinion 
he pulbed on two days march to Hyder's camp, 
who was not however to be furprifed from the 
ftrifteft adherence to that wary fyftem he had now 
adopted. He therefore fecured his retreat to a poll 
Hh In 
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in the red hills, which he well knew could not be at- 
tacked with any probability of fuccefs. His mar 
gazines were at the fame time depofited in the 
ftrong fort of Arnee, and the general conceived a 
movement towards that place might tempt the ene- 
my to relinquifli his caution for the fafety of his 
ftores. This fcheme, on a confultation with the 
officers of the army, was approved and adopted. 
The army marched for Arnee, and encamped with- 
in five miles of it. Hyder rufhed from the hills 
like a torrent, to refcue a place which contained 
the means of carrying on the war. This fudden 
irruption of the enemy commenced before our 
troops could reach their deftination ; and it then 
became a queftion, whether they fhould proceed, 
or prefer another direftion, and fight the enemy in 
their way. The former feemed the moft eligible 
mode for bringing on an a(5fion. Much as the 
means of information were impeded by the rapid 
movements of Hyder’s cavalry, who in various 
bodies occupied all the furrounding grounds, gal- 
loping to and fro in every direJlion, a diftant can- 
nonade in their rear announced the enemy's ap- 
proach as the van of our army had reached Arnee. 
Our troops poircfTcd a low lituation. The enemy 
felzed all the high circumjacent grounds. This 
circumftance expofed the Englifh to great incon- 
venience in forming. The general however dif- 
played his ufual ability in making fuch difpofitions 
as remedied every defe^ in the pofiiion of the army, 
and tended to bring the enemy to a clofe and de- 

cifive 
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acftion. It was noon before he reduced their 
various attacks to fuch a point, as the whole of 
his force could bear upon them with effe( 51 ^. He 
then advanced with an ardour which routed the 
enemy in every quarter. The purfuit continued 
till night. The advantages of this vi6lory, like 
thofe of others, were once more loft for want of 
cavalry. Some fubfequent attempts were made 
to bring Hyder to meet our troops in the field, 
in this neighbourhood, but without efteeft. A 
body of his cavalry, however, found means to 
draw our main guard into an ambufeade, where 
they were entirely cut off, before any aftiftance 
could reach them. The general thought it neceffary 
to fall back, that the army might be fupplied with 
provifion. 

This battle, which was fought on the fecond of 
June [1782] was the laft in which thefe two great 
men were deftined to meet. The health of both 
was greatly impaired, from the fatigue to which 
they were expofed by the prefent war. I'he cir- 
cumftances in which Hyder was involved were pe- 
culiarly gloomy and foreboding. The Englifh 
intereft, which he conceived to be an infuperable 
obftacle to all his ambitious projects, was ftill likely 
to triumph. His expe(ftations from the French 
were fruftrated. He foreftw his own deftrufliort 
in the peace, which was nearly accomplifhed be- 
tween the government of Bengal and the Marratto 
Rates, Thefe powers, with whom he had alter- 
nately been in a ftate of hoftility for fo long a 
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time, would inevitably profcribe him, and mutih^ 
ally ilipulate a participation of his doininion. Such 
a feries of mortifying refle(5lions as thefe circum^ 
ftanccs muft have fuggeftcd, to a mind goaded by 
ambition and accuftomed to fuccefs, naturally filled 
him with chagrin. And it was a profpe<5^ which 
he had not fufHcient firmnefs to contemplate with 
ferenity, that he was deftined to become a facrificc 
at laft to the union of two powers, who had both 
fuffered fo exceedingly from his enmity. By the 
ill health of Sir Eyre Cootc, and the abfence of 
Sir He<flor Monro, who had returned to Europe, 
the command devolved on Major-general Stuart,, 
Both armies, from the ruinous ftate of the country, 
were obliged to draw their fupplies from other 
quarters. This greatly impeded the war; though 
Hyder felt but little inconvenience, from the conti- 
guity of his dominions : He could not, however, 
be tempted any more to a general engagement. 
The remainder of the campaign, which conlifted 
of laborious marches, and fruitlefs experiments to 
enfnare the enemy, was concluded without ac- 
complifliing any enterprlze of importance. 

Suffrein was now returned from Batacalo to the 
coaft of Coromandel, and proceeded to Cuddalore, 
which the French had rendered their chief maga- 
zine of arms and military ftores, both for land and 
fea fervice. His (hips being revi6Iualled and re- 
cruited with frelh men, he determined to defiroy 
the Eaglifli before the arrival of Sir Richard Bick- 
CTton, who, with feveral (hips of war, had long 
' failed 
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felled from England, and was ardently expefled 
at Madras. The French fleet ftill preferved their 
former fuperiority of twelve fhips to eleven, be- 
lides heavy frigates. All poffible means had been 
ufed to prepare them in the bcft manner for im- 
mediate a<f>ion. They were reinforced with four 
hundred French, and as many fepoys, at Cudda- 
lore ; and, on Sir Edward Hughes’ arrival in the 
road, they touched at Negapatam, and were fur- 
ther recruited by three hundred artillery-men, the 
moft efFe£live aid they could receive. Our fleet 
was not backward to meet the enemy, who, con- 
fiding in their fuperiority, challenged Sir Edward 
before Negapatam, with eighteen fhips. The 
Englifh admiral was fo perfectly ready, and fo 
little difpofed to admit any delay, that by three 
o’clock he weighed anchor, and, putting out to 
fea, flood fouthward during the evening and the 
jiight, in order to gain the wind of the enemy. 
He fucceeded in his evolutions for this purpofe, 
and immediatly gave fignals for every fhip in his 
fleet to bear dire<flly down upon her oppolite in th^ 
French line. His orders were executed with promp- 
titude. The French commenced firing before 
eleven. Our (hips referved their fire till certain of 
its taking eife^. By half paft twelve the enemy^s 
Kne appeared in great diforder, and fevetal of 
their (hips extremely fhattered. At this crifis, a 
a fudden fhift of wind fbatch^ the French lqut|« 
dron from the ruin that impended. Our lin^ was 
deranged by the circiunflance which preftrved 

H h 3 them. . 



47® TRANSACTIONS IN INDIA* 
them. By this contingency, the advantage of a 
victory fo decifive could not be profecuted. The 
dlfabled, broken, and flying ^nemy were enabled 
to recover themfelves, while their conquerors were 
reduced to a ftate of the greateft confufion. After 
much manoeuvring, and the continuation of a par- 
tial engagement between fuch parts of the two 
fleets as came within reach of each other, the Eng- 
lifh admiral made the flgnal for the line of battle 
a-head, and was preparing, at half paft one 
o’clock, to renew the attack ; but feeing, at two, 
the enemy flanding in fliore, and colle^SIing their 
fhips in a clofe body, while his were much dif- 
perfed, and feveral of them ungovernable, he re- 
linquilhed that deflgn, and thought only of getting 
into fuch a condition as fhould prove decifive to 
the fervice next morning. Then, however, the 
fTench were obferved under fail, on their way to 
Cuddalore, while our fleet was utterly incapable of 
preventing or purfuing them. They owed almoft 
every advantage on this occalion to their fri- 
gates, It was at the fame time obvious, from 
the event of this battle, that, had the two former 
been general, and all the Englifh fliips brought 
fairly up at once to the encounter, the refult of 
both had been very different. Indeed the firft 
might by that means have proved fo decifive as 
entirely to have prevented the fecond. Seventy- 
feven men were killed, and tw'o hundred and thirty- 
three wounded, in our fleet. The French had near 
two hundred killed, and above fix hundred wound- 
ed, Among the brave officers, as well of the 98th 

regiment 
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regiment as pf the naval department, who were 
llaln, Captain Maclelan, of the Superbe, was fhot 
through the heart, in the beginning of the adion. 
Thus were the admiral’s two immediate captains 
both killed within a fhort time of each other. 

While the French repaired their fliips at Cud- 
dalore, our fleet kept the fea to the windward of 
Negapatam for near a fortnight. The fituation of 
the army in all probability had at that time fome 
eflei5^ on the admiral’s movements, and certain 
fchemes of co-operation might render it neceflary 
for the fquadron to remain ftationary. The damage 
which the fliipping had received in the late a(flions 
was great, and required immediate repair. A fup- 
ply of ammunition and proviflon was alfo become 
indifpenfable. To efle<fl thefe purpofes, the admiral 
arrived at Madras the twentieth of ]uly, and was 
joined by the Sceptre of fix-four guns, which had 
left England with Sir R. Bickerton : But parting 
with him foon after, fhe had made all the expedition 
in her paflage poflible. Anxious for the preferva- 
tion of Trincomale, Sir Edward immediately dif- 
patched the Monmouth and the Sceptre with fuch 
reinforcements, and fupplies of men, ammunition, 
and provifions, as appeared adequate to repel any 
defultory attempts which the enemy fliould think 
proper to make upon the place. 

Mean while the Sieur d’ Aymar arrived at Point 
de Gallis, lying on the fouth fide of the ifland of 
Ceylon, in the St. Michael of fixty-four guns, ac* 
eompanied by the Illuftre of feventy-four. He had 
H h 4 under 
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under hU convoy the fecond divifion of the Mar-r 
quis de Bufly's troops and artillery. Suffrein, ap- 
prifed of this circumftance, joined then> at that 
ifland on the fitft of Auguft. So difficult were the 
means of information at that time, notwithftandlng 
an army in the held, garrifons cve y where in our 
intereft, and the country fubiiantially • ur ow^, 
that thp news of this material occurrence only 
reached Madras by accident. Captain iMitclud m 
the Coventry frig.ue of thirty-two guns, cruizing on 
the coaff of Ceylon, encountered the Bellona of 
forty. The engagement continued t) hours and 
a half, and was fuiiained with great bravery on 
both fides, till the Bellona thought proper to de- 
cline further conteff by an emieavour to efcape. 
Mitchel purfued her with fqch eagernefs, that he 
foon found hlmfelf in the midft of a French lleet of 
twenty-three fail, at the fame time that be knew 
not before of any fuch armament irt thele I'eos. FIq 
was the firft to announce the intelligence to the ad- 
miral, who, anxious to dilappoint the deligns of the 
enemy againff Trincomale, haffened his departurq 
for Ceylon, with all the difpatch in his power. 
But adverfe weather exceedingly retarded his pro- 
grefs. The French proceeded with alacrity to 
the attack of this important fortrefs. 'I'he expedi- 
tion was performed with rapidity. They indantly 
landed their troops on the twenty-eighth of Auguft. 
'i’heir batteries were opened in two days, and th^ 
guns from the garrifon were foon filenced. 


Next 
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Next morning the place was formally fummoned 
to furrender. I'hc terms allowed the garrifoi> were 
fuch as proved the apprehenlions et^tertained by the 
enemy of a vifit from Sir EJward Hughes. He 
arrived off d'rlncon ale on the fccond of Septemr 
bcr, juft as the French had Iccurcd their new ac-: 
quiiitions. 'Fhcir colours were then flying on all the 
forts, and above thirty fail riding in 2^11 the bays* 
Of thele tliere were fifteen fhips of the line, in- 
cluding three fifties- I'en or eleven were frigates or 
fire flfips, and the reft tranfports* I'hey had, 
therefore, befides three fifties, twelve fliipsof ftxty- 
four guns and upwards, to oppofe to the Britiih 
line of the fame number, in which the Ifis of fifty 
guns wasdeftined to grapple with one of their fixiy- 
fours. 'Fhe Fnglilh might well have avoided an 
engagement under thefe circumftances, but the 
whole fquadron was fired with indignation by the 
unexpected fall of d'rincomale. After much hefi- 
tation on the part of the enemy, and the exertion 
of confummate fkill on our's, the action commenced 
on the third of September. The French began to 
fire upon the Englilh about half paft two o'clock. 
The compliment was returned within a few minutes, 
and the engagement foon became general. The 
enemy's additional fhips attacked with great ardoup 
the extremities of our line, though the fhips occu- 
pying thefe ftations were already clofely and equally 
engaged. The Worcefter was feverely preffed, 
but tbe made a gallant defence ; and the Mon- 
mouth, by a dreadful and well-aimed fire, com- 
pletely 
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pletely accompUfhed her refcue. The van, by the 
fanTiC means, was equally expofed as the rear, to the 
furious attack of fuperior numbers. Five of the 
enemy's (hips fell down in a clufter upon the Exeter 
and Ills. The firft of thefe (hips feems to have been 
deftined to fight againft the greateft odds. She was 
fo difablcd in this dreadful conteft as to tetire from 
the line, while the weak and forlorn Ifis was 
abandoned to run the gauntlet under the fuccefiive 
fire of feveral (liips, before fhe could in any degree 
be fupported. I'he center divifions on both Tides 
were in the mean time clofely engaged fliip to 
fhip, and the rival commanders in the Superbe and 
the Heros exhaufted their rage againft each other. 
The French admiral’s fecond a-ftern, at half paft 
three o’clock, had her mizen-maft Ihot away j and, 
nearly about the fame time, his fecond a-head 
Joft both her fore and mizen-top-mafts. The battle 
continued with equal fiercenefs and obftinacy, 
through every part of the lines, till half paft five, 
when the wind fhifted fuddenly from the fouth-weft 
to the eaft-fouth-eaft. Sir Edward Hughes then 
wade the fignal for wearing, and the evolution 
took place with the greateft facility and expedition. 
The French were either wearing or ftaying their 
fhips until the Englilb renewed the engagement on 
the other tack with redoubled violence. I'he Hero 
loft her main-maft at twenty minutes paft fix, and 
her mlzen-maft foon after. The main-top- naaft of 
the Worcefter was ftiot away about the fame time. 
It was about feven o’clock when the body of the 

French 
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French fquadrcn hauled their wind to the fouih- 
ward. They were expofed, and received a moft 
fevere fire from the rear of the EnglKh line, for 
twenty minutes after. They tten got clear off, 
and the aftion entirely ceafed. 

No battle at fea was ever better fought ; and it 
terminated a feries of naval engagements, which 
for ardour, obftinacy and gallantry of enterprixe, 
have not been exceeded in any part of the world. 
Perhaps there is no inftance of the fame men and 
the fame fhips meeting fo often, and fighting fo 
defperately, in fo fhort a fpace of time. The 
darknefs of the night, and the proximity of Trin- 
comale, did not permit any purfuit of the enemy, 
though in fa£f our fleet were in no condition for fuch 
Service. By day-light next morning the French 
were entirely out of fight. Our lofs of men was fo 
fmall as to be almoft incredible. We had only fifty- 
one killed and not quite thret? hundred wounded. 
Three officers of diftinguiihed merit, Captains Wood 
of the Worcefter, Watt of the Sultan, and Lumley 
of the Ifis, were among the flain. Other brave 
men, belonging to the 78th and 98th regiments, 
fell at the fame time, andrtot a few were wounded. 
Colonel Fullarton, and feveral excellent officers, 
with the men under their command, deferve pecu- 
liar praife for their exertions during the who^ of this 
v«ry fevere and trying fervice. The naval officers 
through the whole fleet were emulous only in excel- 
ling each other. They a6led with a harmony, an 

ardour 
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ardour and a promptitude, which, on every occa^ 
fion, did honour to the difcipline of the navy. 

The French tookftielter in the road of Trinco^ 
male that very night ; and fuch was the precipU 
tation of their flight from the fcene of aftion, that 
the L’Orient of feventy-four guns, one of their 
Left (hips, was loft in the acft of getting in. Four 
hundred and twelve of their men were killed, fix 
hundred and feventy-fix wounded. The crew of 
the Heros, at the beginning of the engagement, 
:^mounted to twelve hundred in number. Of thefe 
no lefs than one hundred and forty-feven were kill- 
>cd, and two hundred and forty wounded! a car- 
nage feldom equalled, except in the cafes of burn- 
ing or blowing up. On this occafion, fixFrenchcap* 
uins were broke and fent prifoners to the Mauritius, 
During the dreadful conflift, which raged equally 
by fea and land in the fouthern extremities of In- 
dia, the council-general of Bengal laboured, with 
inceflant afliduity and the moft confummate addrefs, 
to obtain a feparate peace with the Marrattos^ 
The ruin of the Carnatic j the uncertain iftue of 
the war with Hyder Ally ; the frelh and formida-^ 
ble acceflion of ftrength which now co-operated 
with our former enemies againft us, in confequence 
of a new fcene of hoftilities both with France and 
Holland ; and the enormous and increafing expen- 
diture, indifpenfable to an eifeflive ftruggle for ex- 
iftence under all thefe embarrailing circumftances i 
controlled that turbulent fpirit of ambition which 
had brought our intereft in that country to a fitua- 

tioi^ . 
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tion of the moft imminent hazard, and rendered 
the fuperior government as anxious for the return 
of peace as it had formerly been for the com- 
mencement of war. 

Moodajee Sindia had given early and repeated 
proofs of a ftrong prediledion for the Englifh. It 
was at his inftance the releafe of the Bombay army, 
which had been captured at Worgaum, was fo ge- 
neroufly ordered, that the Poonah minifters had 
(hewn, all along, fuch a ftrong inclination to fettle 
all our differences with the Durbar, rather in the 
cabinet than the field; and that their hoftilkies 
againft us had been carried on throughout with fb 
much moderation, under the moft grievous provo- 
cations* Thefe favourable difpofitions were che- 
rifhed by the council of Calcutta, with fuch eager- 
nefs and effed, that a feparate peace had been 
negociated and concluded with this chief, by 
Colonel Muir, about the latter end of 1781. The 
fuccefs of a treaty, thus feafbnable and important, 
pointed out Moodajee as the moft likely inftrument 
of reftoring harmony between the Englifti and the 
Marratto dates. His immenfe territorial dominions 
which he held of the Marratto empire by a loofe 
feudal tenure ; his chara( 5 teriftic refpeilability 
from perfonal honour ; his very powerful con- 
nexions in that divilion of the empire ; and efpe- 
clally his predominant influence in the decifions of 
the Durbar, qualified him, in an eminent degree, 
for carrying on and bringing to a conclufion this 
important negociation. 


It 
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It was at a town called Salbey, wjjiere Sindla had 
his head quarters, that this celebrated treaty was 
figned, on the 17th of May [1782]. The bufi- 
nefs was traafa£ted, on our part, by Mr. Ander- 
fon, with great addrefs, and to whofe indefatiga- 
ble attention and perfevering vigilance and ability, 
in urging and fupporting our various, claims, 
owe the many important advantages which dlftin- 
guifli this peace. All places taken by the Englilh 
jfince the treaty of Poorunder, from the Marrattos, 
were to be reftored within two months. Salfette and 
the adjoining illands, with Broach and its terri- 
tories, were ceded to the Englifli for ever. A claim 
upon a contiguous diftridi, formerly promifed as a 
mark of friendfhip to the Englifh, was now, at 
the particular requeft of Sindia, relinquifhed. The 
two Guiacars were to be placed exaftly in the litu- 
ation they occupied before the war, their territories 
to be fubjeifled to all former tributes and fervices 
to the Peilhwa, and no retrofpeflion taken of their 
condud^, nor any demands made for the time paft* 
Ragoba was allowed four months to determine the 
place of his future refidence, and the Englifli pro- 
hibited from affording him any prote6^ion or mo- 
,ney. He had the choice of refiding with Sindia ; 
smd the Peifhwa was bound to allow him an annual 
penfion of three lacks. Thus circumftanced, Ra- 
goba was reduced to the necelfity of relinquifliing 
and revoking all territories, or grants of territories, 
made by him to the Englilh. The Marrattos at 
the fame time engaged that Hyder Ally fhould 

furrender 
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furrender whatever he had taken from the Com- 
pany and their allies during the war ; and that a mu- 
tual exchange of prifoners Ihould take place. By 
the performance of thefe conditions, and fo long 
as Hyder .fliould preferve them inviolate, the Eng- 
liih were bound toad in no refped hoftilely againft 
him. The Peilhwa even ftipulated, for himfelf and 
the whole Marratto people, that no other European 
nation fhould eftablllh fadories in any part of their 
dominions, or be a party in any fyflem of inter- 
courfe or friendlhip whatever with the Durbar, or 
any individual chief or tributary of the empire. 
The EngUfli in retui^ renounced all right to afford 
the leaft affiftance to any power in the Deccan at 
enmity with the Peifhwa. In a fubfequent article, 
the contrading powers mutually agreed, that nei- 
ther fhould contribute to the aid of whoever might 
be in a ftate of hoflility with the other ; that the 
allies on both fides fhould be included in the be- 
nefits, and bound by the conditions of this treaty ; 
and .that the principals only fliould be rcfponfiblc 
for the condud of all the fubordinate members 
under their refpedive authority. 

Sindia was the mutual guarantee of the peace, 
and in that refped pledged for the fidelity of both 
parties. Pie was thus fpecifically and folemnly 
bound, in cafe of any violation or infradionof the 
terms now reciprocally adopted, to aliift the injurejl 
in procuring adequate redrefs. Dike all other flatvC* 
men, Sindia, in the part he aded on this oocafion, 
was not iiiaitemive to his own interejL The city 

of 



TRAr^SACTIONS tU INlJlA. 
lof Broach, with all its valuable territories, which 
yield an annual revenue of two hundred thoufand 
pounds, was, by private or feparate agreehnehtj 
ceded to him and his family for ever, by the Eng- 
lilh. Such an immenfe acceffion of dominion and 
treafure facilitated his aggrandizement in the em- 
pire, and increafed his influence to fuch a degree, 
as may occafion further revolutions in that unfettled 
and precarious government. And, from the length 
of time that clapfed before the ratification was 
efre< 51 ed, notwlthflanding the remonftrances both 
of the governor- general and Sindia, it is plain the 
meafure was not completed^i^ithout confiderablc 
difficulties at the court of Poonah. Nana Furnefe 
and Sindia are evidently at the head of the two 
parties, which by their union govern, or by their 
diffention may convulfc the empire. A jealoufy, 
originating in fo much co-ordinate power, muft of 
confequenc'e fubfift between them. And it is not 
improbable that the extenfive acquifitions, w^hich 
Sindia obtained by this treaty, had already cha- 
grined and difgufted his powerful and wary rival. 

The EngUfh fleet, after the aftion of the third of 
September, returned with all the expedition they 
could to Madras, where the admiral intended to 
ftay no longer than while the fhips could be hafbly 
repaired, and fuch a ftock of frefti water and pro- 
vifions procured as might fupply them during their 
paflaga to Bombay. Before thefe purpofes could 
be accomplifhedi the fleet was deftined to fuftain 
one of the moft tremendous hurricanes that ever hap- 
pened 
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pcned on that coaft. It was fortunate that they 
anchored in \^;^te^ fifteen fathom deep, and that the 
tempeft blew from the fhore. They inftantly parted 
their cables, and put out to fea. The fhore for 
feveral miles was a complete wreck, interfperfed 
with fhocking fpe<5\acles of dead bodies. I'he 
howling of the tempeft, the roaring of the fea, 
and the cries of fuch as ftrugglcd hani for life, 
were dreadful and afleeling beyond dofcri|.t‘:oa. 
Many Englifh trading vcfTcls, of which the ikarl of 
Hertford Indiaman was one, were either funk at 
anchor, or daflied in pieces on the fhore. No. lefs 
than a hundred coafttrs pcrifhed in this manner. 
Such as had not been fududenly overw Iiclmed, but 
got out to fea, for the moft part cfcaped. A very 
few had even the good fortune to bravo and ride 
out the ftorm. 

At this moment a famine raged in Madras, and 
every part of the Carnatic ; and, by the tempeft 
jiow dofcrlb-d, a] I foreign rcfources, that depend- 
ed on an intercourfc by fea, v/ere at an end. Al- 
ready had the rice llrips, lince their arrival on the 
coaft, been feverely pillaged by the French j and 
the town of Madras was reduced to great hard- 
fhips by the want of that article. A conliderable 
fupply had reached the harbour previous to the hur- 
ricane, but moft of the veftels were loft before 
they could difeharge their cargoes. Money could 
now procure no relief, where the necefiaries of 
life did not exift. The roads, the outlets, and even 
the ftreets, were every where choked up with 
I i heaps 
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heaps of dead, and crowds of the dying. Two 
hundred at lead of the natives perifhed every day 
in the city and fuburbs : Others had fomc refource in 
animal food : But the miferable Hindoos, in this 
afBit^fing exigency, were greatly diftinguilhed by 
peculiar fortitude and refignation ; who, rather 
than prcferve life at the expence of their laWs, 
religion, and cuftoms, endured the mod exquL- 
lite torment without murmur or complaint. The 
alms of the fcttlement were certainly liberal. 
All was done which private charity could do. 
But it was a whole people in beggary ; a nation 
who dretched out its hand for food. Of all the 
calamities which befet and way-lay the life of 
man, this plague of hungar comes the neared to 
our hearts, and is that in which the prouded of us 
all feels hlmfelf to be nothing more than he is? 
Supplies were difpatched from Bengal with more 
expedition than was even expecled. But, notwith- 
ftanding all the laudable diligence exerted in the 
godlike work of humanity and beneficence on that 
mournful occalion, for eighteen months did this de- 
ftruwdion rage from the gates of Madras to the 
gates of Tanjore 1 All this time thefe creatures of 
fuilerance, whofe very excefs and luxury, in theit 
mod plenteous days, had fallen fliort of our fe^ 
vereft fads, filent, patient, refigned without fedi- 
tion or didurbance, almod without complaint, p^ 
rifhed in fuch multitudes, in the very granary of 
India, that above ten thoufand of the natives were 

fupr 
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fuppofed to hav^ been fwept away by tjiis fcoujrgp 
of nations I 

Our fleet in the n^ean time had fi^ffered moR 
extreme diftrefs in failing round for Bombay. For 
a whole month no two lliips of the fquadron had 
been able to fpeak with each other. Such was 
the condition of the Superbe, that the admiral 
was obliged to fliift his flag to the Sultan. It was 
not until nearly the latter end of Deceipbex that 
our fliattered Ihips arrived at Bombay. The crews 
were all lickly, but foon recovered. Sir Richard 
Blckerton now made his appearance at Madras 
from Bombay, without having either experience^ 
any ill weather or feen a lingle fliip belonging to 
the fleet. He had under convoy three regimetit^ 
of infantry of one thoufand men each, of which emt 
was Hanoverian, befides Sir John Burgoyne's regi* 
ment of light horfe, amounting to three hundred 
and forty, and a thoufand recruits, which had beea 
raifed for the Company’s fervice in Ireland. Thf 
fliips were five in the line, and in excellent 
condition, and both feamen and troops uncom- 
monly healthy. Sir Richard inftantly returned to 
Bombay, tha the might join the admiral, and, with- 
out encountering any adverfe winds whatever, aj>. 
lived even fome weeks before him. 

The French, from the pofleflion of Trlnconoate, 
enjoyed in fome degree the fovereignty of thefr 
feas, and in the abfence of the Bmilh fleet con- 
fiderably hampered and embarrafled the coafting 
J i 2 Xi^dp, 
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trade, both of the Company and the natives. They 
afterwards proceeded to Ac hen, on the coaft of 
Sumatra, probably for the acquifition of fuch fup- 
plies as could not be obtained in Ceylon. The 
mighty armament from France, containing the laft 
divifion of De BuflTy’s troops, five thoufand men, 
feveral frefh fliips of war, an ample fupply of na- 
val and military {lores, and a train of artillery the 
moft formidable and complete that ever was fent to 
India, was at the fame time expedled. And no doubt 
was entertained, but, by fuch a powerful reinforce- 
ment, the tide of war would be immediately and 
effe<5lually turned againfl the EngHfh. 

In confequence, however, of our peace with the 
Marrattos, it was refolvcd to create fuch a diver- 
fion on the Malabar coaft, as would probably im- 
pel Hydcr to abandon the Carnatic for the protec- 
tion of his own dominions. Colonel Humberftone, 
at the head of a confiderable detachment both of 
the King and Company's forces, was immediately 
difpatchcd on this fervice, and foon gained poftbf- 
lion of the ancient and royal capital of Calicut* 
Quitting the fca coaft, he probably now bent his 
covrfe towards the frontiers of the Coimbatour 
country. He encountered many difficulties, but 
captured in his march a great number of fuch fmall 
forts as are placed in that part of India for guarding 
the narrow paftes and deep defiles which abound i 
in thefe mountainous regions. Having taken and 
garrifoned Mungarry Cottah, a fort fo ftrongly 
fituated as to atVord a fecure retreat, he advanced 

to 



TRAJ^SACTIONS IN INDIA. 4S5 
to the fiege of Palacatcherry, a place of more con- 
fideration and ftrength than any he had yet at- 
tacked. This obje^f, however, from the appear- 
ance of the enemy, he was fuddenly compelled to 
abandon. He was even purfued and attacked with 
fuch fury and effedf, that, befides the number of 
men who fell, he loft both his baggage and pro- 
vifions. Major Hutchinfon of the 98th regiment 
was mortally wounded. 

The prefidency of Bombay being now liberally 
fupplled with money from Bengal, for giving vigour 
and difpatch to the meafures in that quarter, and 
apprehentive that Humberftone's fituation might bo 
perilous, difpatched General Matthews, with fuch 
troops as could then be muftered, to his aftiftance. 
Tippoo Saib had In the mean time, with incredi- 
ble celerity and addrefs, arrived from the Carnatic, 
with the exprefs intention of deftroying the Britilh 
detachment at Mungarry Co'tah. But the colonel, 
receiving intelligence of the enemy^s intention, 
immediately razed the fortification, and retreated 
to Ramgarrec, which 7 'ippoo's rapid approach 
forced him to abandon with precipitation. In two 
days, and not without fome rifk from parties of 
the enemy's horfe, who harrafted our march ex- 
ceedingly, he reached Panian on the twentieth of 
November. 

Here Colonel Macleod was juft arrived from 
Madras, and the command of the forces of courfe 
devolved on him. The detachment was fuddenly 
invefted by the enemy, conlifting of eight thoufand 
I i 3 regular* 



486 TRANSACTIONS IN INDIA* 

regular Infantry, feme hundi^eds of ‘Europeans, fix 
thoufand of the native militia, under the poligars, 
and a body of ten thoufand horfe. They were 
headed by Tippoo Saib and Monf. Lally. Gur 
troops were ftrongly polled, and with indefatigable 
induftry and great art had improved the old by a 
great variety of new worhs. I'he enemy’s can- 
nonade, though kept up for feveral days, did little 
execution. The Eritilh commander attempted t6 
furprife Tippoo's camp. The enterprife, however, 
was fuddenly reliqquiflied, as impra<flicable, both 
from the vigilance and number of the enemy. A 
few days afterwards, a vigorous and welbconcertcd 
attack was made on the Britllh lines. But the 
enemy, who employed their whole European force 
on this defperate fervice, were every where re- 
pulfed with the greateft gallantry. Two hundred of 
their dead were abandoned to the care of the Eng- 
lifh 5 and the French officer, who led up one of the 
columns to the attack, was taken prifoner. 

Tippoo’s repaffing the river Panian was a proof 
of the defeat. A ftate of inadfion fucceeded on 
both fiJes for fome days. In the night of the 
eleventh of December, Tippoo fuddenly decamp- 
ed, and marched back with rapidity for the Car- 
natic. General Matthews, apprifed of this cir- 
cumfiance, infiantly changed his intended route 
down the coaft, and dire6ted his march to thofe 
valuable territories of the enemy which appeared 
the moft vulnerable and remote from fuccour. H6 
therefore advanced with the fleet Sind forces to the 
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river Mirjee, which falls into the fea eighty miles 
fouth of Goa, and five leagues north of Onorc. 
This city lies midway between Panian and Bom^ 
bay, and nearly three hundred miles diftant from 
both. The general direded his courfe towards this 
important place. All the troops that could be fparcd 
from the defence of other pofis on that extenfiw 
coaft were ordered to meet him here, and afift ia 
his intended operations. Macleod, who had beea 
recently reinforced by fume troops from Bombay, 
embarked as many as the tranfports could receive, 
with whorti he proceeded, under convoy of the Ifil 
and the Juno, to join the general. The two other 
regiments of I'epoys only were leftatTcliich-rry, in 
readinefs to proceed with the elephants and draught 
bullocks, under convoy of the African man of 
war, as foon as other veficls Ihould arrive for their 
conveyance. Prior, however, to the juntSion of 
the troops, Onore had fallen into our hands, and 
the moft memorable circumftance of the capture 
was the dreadful daughter which took place, of all 
fexes, ages, and orders, as well as of the garrifon. 
The governor, and above a thoui'and men, were 
made prifoners. The defence could not be great, 
as no regular troops of the enemy were within 
Tcach to lend any alfiftance, when the attack was 
made. We have no authentic accounts of the 
^il, though it is conjectured to be very great, 
and to have occafioned that difguft among th^ 
Brttifh ofiicers, which afterwards proved of the 
woril conJEequencQi to the army in general 
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The time, place, and other circumftances of 
Hydcr Ally’s death, are not afcertained with any 
degree of certainty. He probably died about the^ 
end of 1782. It was, for many reafons, a matter 
of the greateft importance to keep fo interefting; 
an event concealed, at the precife crifis when it 
happened. And the moment the fecret was dif- 
covered, no one thought of detailing circumftanti- 
ally what had been fo long known to all fuch as 
were nioft interefted in the confequences. His 
characfler for enterprife, for fyftem in condu^V, 
for hrmnefs in difficulty, and for moderation in 
fuccefs, was, in fome degree, new in India. He 
polleflcd a genius, which embraced at once all 
the multifarious obje< 5 ts of government and war. 
The policy neceffary to the arrangements of the 
one and the ftratagem of the other he digefted, and 
applied as emergencies arofe, or contingencies took 
place, with equal dexterity, fimplicity and fuccefs. 
The refumption of the ancient Mahommedan em- 
pire was among his earlieft conceptions ; and 
perhaps to this magnificent profpedf all his fubfe- 
quent exertions, conquefts, and regulations, were 
dire^fled. He wifhed, in order to the accomplifh- 
ment of this fplendid and interefting revolution, 
to reduce the Europeans in the various parts of the 
continent to their original Rate of merchants and 
fad^ors ; to form his military on a fyftem of me- 
chanical and fcientific operation j and to create 
fuch an invincible navy as fhould prote< 5 I forever 
the coafts, in every part of the continent, from 

all 
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all the invafiotis and infults of foreigners. He afted 
with fo much equity and mildnefs, that no prince 
was ever more popular in his own dominions ; he. 
commanded fo ably one of the moft numerous ar- 
mies that ever tpok the field, that no general was 
ever regarded with higher veneration, or obeyed 
with greater promptitude and zeal. He was feldom 
deceived in his politics as a ftatefman, or cruel to 
his captives as a conqueror. He blended, with the 
authority and fagacity of the magifirate, the vir- 
tues of humanity j and, in all the plenitude of 
power, *ever forgot that he was a man. He re- 
warded merit magnificently, but puniihed every 
fpecies of perfidy with exemplary feverity. He ful- 
filled the conditions of his friendfhips and engage- 
ments with rigid punduality : In his enmities, as 
the cafe of the Company demonftrates, he avowed 
the influence of every pafiioa which contributed to 
prompt, facilitate, or accomplifh his revenge. 

The prefidency of Bomba v had ordered General 
Matthews, on fuppofition of Hyder's death, tp 
life all his exertions in penetrating the Bednore or 
Canara country j and particularly to gain pollefiioa 
of the capital, where the treafures of Hyder were 
faid to be depofited. Ho accordingly proceeded 
further down the coaft ; and, purfuing the line of 
condu<5t propofed, fiormed the town of Condapore, 
without any material lofs or difficulty. He repre- 
fented, at the fame time, however, inhisdifpaiches, 
the utter impra(5fability of executing the plan fug> 
gefted to him. This defpondency on his part 

produced' 



49^ TRANSACTIONS IN INOlA. 
produced much diffatisfaftion an& chagrin ek 
that of the preiidency, who had indulged the 
moft fanguine cj:pe£Iations from his fucccfs, under 
circumAances thus favourable to their inclinations. 
They preferved, however, fuch a deference for 
his opinion, that they relaxed their former orders, 
and in their new Inftruments, which they immedi- 
ately difpatched, left the profecution of any fuch 
enterprife, as they had formerly mentioned, ut- 
terly to his own diferetion. But at the very time 
he had thus earneftly remonftrated againft the or-^ 
dets of his employers, it feems to have been his 
determination to put them literally in execution. 

It is a pity the fubfequent part of this campaign 
eannot be obliterated from human remembrance. 
All correfpondence for the moment was fufpended, 
as all Ideas of refponfibility feems to have been 
fergmten. The fame atrocious principles, which 
ftained with indelible infamy the fap of Onore, 
iTOfked the future progrefs of the army, until the 
imprecations of injured innocence were fignally re- 
alized in the deftinies that awaited them. 

Of fa6is which have not tranfpired no diftin£t 
Narrative can be given ; but of many cruelties not 
related there can be little doubt, from the nature 
of fuch as are well authenticated. It was expeefted 
by the government of Bombay, that the fub]e6fs 
of Tippoo Sultan would be eager to revolt on 
hearing of his father^s death. This idea was 
fiirely cither not adopted or not underftood by tho 
army j for the forprifiDg, forrounding, and mafe 

facreing 
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facrelng crowds of unmilitary poligars at their pofts, 
without pity or remorfe, are among the exploits of 
this war, which we finJ retailed with the fame in-^ 
difference in which they probably happened. The 
fbrtrefs of Aumampore was taken by ftorm. I'ho 
governor's mode of defence had not pleafcd the 
beliegers. Thegarrifon were £> entirely maffacred, 
that only one horfeman is faid to have efcapcd^ 
defperately wounded. In this havoc k might be 
feen four hundred beautiful women, bleeding with 
the wounds of the bayonet ; and others expiring, 
while the foldiers, in brutal tumult, ftript them of 
their jewels, and committed every outrage on their 
bodies. But fuch objet^is as thefe are of a fpecies 
too horrid to be detailed or defcribed ! 

By a lucky concurrence of circumftances, which 
(bmetimes conne£I that fuccefs with temerity which 
is due only to prudence and forelight, a party» 
eonfifting of the Bombay company r f Europeans, 
and between three and four hundred fepoyS, dif- 
patched on the deff erate and important fervice of 
forcing a pafs or defile about eight feet wide, three 
miles in length, and ftrongly fortified, were fortu- 
nate enough to dlf|X)fllfs the enemy, who left fiv6 
hundred of their killed and wounded behind, and 
the Englifh matters of the place. Thus were th6 
barriers of this rich and beautiful country effect 
tually thrown down, and a free communication 
opened between the fea coaft and the kingdom df 
Canara, where Hyder's favoiirite palace ftood^ 

• ' where 
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where the principal officers of his gbvernment re- 
fided j whither all the nobility in every quarter of 
his dominions reforted ; where his chief Haran> 
was eflablilhed 5 where his treafures, and every 
other thing on which he had fet his heart, were de- 
polited. The capital of this ancient independent 
kingdom, in which a long illuftrious race of fove- 
reigns, who placed their only glory in the happi- 
nefs of a llourifliing, faithful, free and contented 
people, lived and died among their fubjeclifs, like 
a father or patriarch in the mi^lil of his family, was 
formerly called Bednore, but had of late changed 
its name to Hyder Nagur, or the royal city of 
Hyder, a name which the Engliffi did not then ad- 
mit, and which they hoped to have utterly abo- 
Jifhed, Such was the fplendour, magnificence and 
extent of this fequeftered metropolis, that fome of 
its principal ftreets ran nearly in a right line 
fix Engliih miles in length, while its magnitude 
was utterly loft in the infinite variety of beauties 
both of nature and art, in which it abounded. 
The inhabitants chiefly confiftof the great and the 
wealthy, who occupy the moft fumptuous houfes 
;and fpacious gardens, inclofing vaft refervoirs of 
water and every other luxury, which the foil, the 
jclimate and the feafon can afford, Chriftianity, 
{6 congenial to the moft poliffied ftate of fociety, 
had early found its way, by the pious affiduity of 
the Portuguefe, to this elegant retreat, and ftill 
ikxurilhed fo muclj^ that abovf thirty thoufand 

Chriftians 
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Chriftlans were faid, at this time, to be within the 
walls of Bednore. 

Hyat Saib, a native, was intrufted with the go- 
vernment of this valuable town ; and, from his ab- 
folute incapacity to withftand the efforts of fuch a 
> force as now appeared againft it, he refolved to 
rifk nothing but his own honour in its fafety. The 
moment our army had ftormed the gates, or fcaled 
the mountains which hid and defended the country, 
he difpatched agents to the camp with terms of 
accomodation. A private treaty then took place 
between him and the general, the particulars of 
which, in a great meafure, are ffill unknown. 
Its leading articles are fuppofed to have been, that 
the capital, the country, the fortrefs at Bednore, 
the public treafures and property, were to be de- 
livered up to the Engllfh ^ that the inhabitants 
were not to be molefted either in their perfons or 
property j and that Hyat Saib was to continue in 
the government, with the fame powers he enjoyed 
under Hyder. 7'hefe conditions where, however, 
infringed the moment the army got polfefiion of ihe 
place, which was early in February 17H3. The go- 
vernor was flung into prlfon, and the inhabitants 
were much alarmed. Fourteen lacks were found in 
the Durbar, which the general fliewed to the offi- 
cers, and declared to be the property of the army. 
There was much more treafure and jewels not ex- 
pofed, but the breach between Hyat Saib and the 
•general being made up, the former claimech the 
whole as bis own private property, to whom, upoa 
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that pica. It was even reftored by the lauer. This 
management, which had already been prailifed at 
Onore, the officers refented with indignation. 
Some of thefe were carried to Hyat Saib, who 
made the army a prefent of twenty thoufand pounds, 
which rather increafed than qualbed the fufpicions^ 
entertained of this myfterious tranfadion. Nor 
was this the only or moft difgufting circumftance 
in the generars condutfl. He iiad the misfortune 
to give a rafh decifion in a point of etiquette be- 
tween the King's officers and thofe of the Com- 
pany, which obliged Colonels Macleod and Hum- 
berftone, with Major Shaw, to quit the army foon 
after the taking Bednore. 

During the execution of thefe meafures, no 
official difpatches whatever arrived at Bombay, 
d'he prefidcncy received all the information which 
they had, concerning his operations, from the 
officers who refufod to ferve any longer under his 
command, and were now returned to Bombay^ 
About a week afterwards, indeed, a letter from the 
general was received, but it did not mention a 
fy liable of what they were moft concerned to know. 
It gave a general detail of uninterefllng operations, 
recriminated on the officers who had abandoned 
the fervice, and urged the indifpenfable necefl>ty 
of aitiple and immediate reinforcements. But the 
ground of the difpute, and what became of the 
tieafure, were points on which he vouchfafed no 
information. He referred indeed to Ibme differ- 
ence which liad fubfifted between him and Colo- 
nel 
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*iiel Macleod, concerning the manner of fupplying 
the King's troof>s on^fervice, arid to certain docu- 
ments on that fubje<51, which he fuppofed had beea 
already laid before the board. The prefidency 
were therefore under a neceffity of applying to 
Maclood and Humberftone for all the verbal evir- 
dence they could afford, and whatever papers they 
podeded concerning the proceedings and date of 
the army during the period of the operations in 
queftion. It was confequentiy declareei that impu- 
tations of the mod lerious nature, and fupported 
by the flronged: evidence, appeared againft the 
general ; and, fatisfied that the fervice could not 
profper under fuch a leader, the board thought it 
their duty not to continue him any longer in the 
command. A resolution accordingly paded, of 
removing him from the command, and fufpending 
him from the Company's fervice, until he fhould 
clear up the charges that ftood againft him. Colo- 
nel Macleod was immediately appointed his fuc- 
cedbr, and Colonel Humberftone and Major Shaw 
required to join the army. 

Matthews had alfo apprifed the prefidency of his 
apprehenfions that an enemy of great force was 
within thirty miles, though it was afterwards found 
that no fuch enemy exided, or had appealed long 
pofterior to the date of his letter, in that country, 
Hyat.Saib deceived the credulous general into a 
conviiflion that he would ra ife troops in defence of 
the Englifh, at the fame time that he prevented 
«very appearance of commotion in the country, la 

order 
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order to lull them into fuch a ftate of fecurity as 
might render them an eafy pjrey t6 the vengeance 
which was fuddenly to overwhelm them. Their 
operations were at the fame time carried on 
againft feveral places on the coaft, with expedition 
and fuccefs. A Captain Carpenter, in that direc- 
tion which lies toward Goa, invading the Soondah 
diftri^I, foon reduced the Carwar, and every other 
fort. 

But the capital expedition was againft Manga- 
lore. I'his was Hy dor’s principal dock-yard, 
where the rudiments of a formidable navy were 
rabidly riling into form ; where three Ihips of the 
line, from fifty to fixty guns, were nearly finilhed; 
where feveral others of different fizes were alfo 
upon the flocks ; and where large quantities of na- 
val ftores were depofited. Two battalions of fepoys 
from the Bednore country were difpatched to in- 
veft the place. A mine was foon fprung, which 
It is fall blew up eighty fepoys. The furvlvors, 
notwithftanding, carried the town fword in hand. 
The governor, with his troops, took refuge in the 
foit, wdilch, though a place of fome ftrength, made 
little refiftance after the general’s arrival with the 
artillery. In thirty-fix hours after the batteries 
began to play, a pra(fticable breach was opened. 
The governor immediately furrendcred. The fe- 
curity of perfon and private property was granted 
to the captured. Thus were moft of the ftrong 
holds on the Malabar coaft in our pofieffion. 

Th? 
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The country, however, though overrun, was 
not conquered, THiefe advantages were obtained 
on no plan or principal that could render them fe- 
cure. The Sultan, after much deliberation, and 
fuch a degree of caution, as to thofe not in the 
iecret of his meafures might have an appearance 
of hefitation, refolved on an immediate deliver- 
ance of his paternal dominions. Our expedition 
therefore, notwithftanding the very culpable man- 
ner in which it was executed, produced the pre- 
cife etfe^fl for which it was conceived, and to 
which it was directed. 

The general, for whofe want of ferious confi- 
deration in a fituation fo precarious it is impofli- 
ble to give any fatisfadory account, inftead of 
withdrawing his troops and artillery entirely from 
the open Bednore country, and polling them in 
the gauts which were already fortified and deemed 
impregnable, on the firft intelligence of the ene- 
my^s approach, marched at the head of little 
more than two thoufand troops to encounter in the 
open field a force fo numerous, that they not only 
filled all the adjacent plains, but covered the hills 
to a greater diftance than the eye could reach. 
The attack commenced on the part of the ene- 
my by a French detachment. Five hundred of 
our men are faid to have fallen by this furious 
onfet in a few minutes. The general loon felt the 
abfence of a RaUlie or a Bfaithwaite. And he 
made a precipitate retreat to the fortrefs, aban- 
doning the city entirely. The Sultan took every 
K k polTible 
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ppfpble precaution to Aiut up. aU comiiauAl^tion 
either Ayith the low country » or the fea coaj^^ 
The garrifon in the gauts, which might have 
preferved this important paf84 ipade a miferab}^ 
cLfence. The few fugitives who efcaped flupg 
the garrifon of Cundapore into a paiuc. Thn 
precipitation and confulion, produced by an imr 
pulfe thus fudden and irrefiftible, were fo great, 
that numbers of men and horfcs were inevitably ^ 
drowned in ihe hurry of making their efoape ; 
the magazines were f(^t on fire, and a large train 
of artillery dlfabled or abandoned. This valuable 
repofitory of ftores and provilions being at once 
evacuated and deft toyed, the remainder of th© 
garrifon fled to Onore. Captain Torreano, who 
commanded in this place^ had much merit in pro** 
telling his own troops from the panic which had 
feized their fellow fpldlers, whom he had the 
good fortune of reftoring In fome meafure to their 
fenfes. fde then made a fpirited exertion to re-» 
cover the artillery which had been left at CuncU- 
pore, but without effed^, as the whole was already 
in poffeffion of the enemy. 

The garrifon in the fortrefs of Bednore wet® 
feventecn days reduced to the greateft extremities. 
Great numbers had been flain during the ftege j 
their flclc apd wounded exceeded five bundled ^ 
they were in great want of provifioa j and the 
fuperiority of the enemy's fire increafed prodigi? 
oi^y* A capitulatipn ther^ore, after fotne 
culties, took plaic©« The garrifon were to pile 

theur 
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ttoif arms oa the glacis, and to reftore all public 
property, but allowed the honours of war; every 
mao to have the privilege of retaining what was hia 
own, and a fafe paffage to Bombay, at the ferny's 
expense. To the general alfo was granted a guard 
pi four hundred of his own fepojrs, with thirty- 
fix rounds of ammunition The pecuniary articlir 
was however defeated. The fort: was no fooaet 
forrendered, which happened on the twenry-r 
eighth of April, than, that too much money might- 
not be found on one man, the general ordered hk 
his officers to draw on the pay-niAfiler for -whatevefT 
they wanted. By this treachery not a fingic^ CUr' 
pee remained in the fort when evacuated^ Thw 
Sultan’s fufpicions being roufed by feveral circuttw 
fiances which led to a difeovery of the fads, the 
vengeance he inflifted was terrible and immediate* 
He fent for Matthews \ but, infiead of admlcing him 
to his prefence, he had him thrown into irons. By 
various pretences, all the principal officers went 
detached from the army. They fuffered incredifai® 
fcveriiies for the outrages they commuted on th# 
hdpiefs. In company with the general, they wer# 
keprin clofe imprifonment fox fome tune in Syxing-* 
patnam. The general was put to death, ix is laid* 
by pouring a certain poifonous liquor down his 
ihfoat; Twenty officers underwent the fame £itf» 
Captain Richardfon, who fufiered laiit, dire w him* 
felf on his knees, and eamefily begged the exe- 
cutioners would at leaft' fend to the Sultan for a 
confirmanon of the fentencc. This was 

k 2 not 
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U'A granted, and he pcrifhed with his contipanlons* 
Tr.e cataftrophe of thefe unfortunate men can hardly 
be recollected, without at the fame time thinking of 
the many innocent and defencelefs women who had 
fo recently fupplicated their humanity in vain. 

What were the entire amount of the treafures 

1 

found in the wealthy kingdom of Canara, has 
never been perfectly afcertained. It is alTerted in 
one private account, that the general got poiTeffion 
of a fum of thirty lacks of pagodas, befides an 
infinite* quantity of diamonds and precious ftones ; 
that all ihis booty was fecreted, and fent by his 
brother to Bombay ; that his brother foon after 
fell into the hands of the Nabob, who beheaded 
him ; and, that the army was ft ill uninformed 
whether all or any of the treafure had ever 
reached the preftdency. By another account it is 
eftimated at forty-eight lacks of pagodas. Both 
eftimates were made ftnee the rcleale of the officers 
from the long confinement they endured in that 
country. 

7' he conduCf of the fepoys to their fellow fuf- 
ferers in this ignominious imprifonment, does ho- 
nour to their feelings and attachment. They 
cherilbed the Europeans, who were not fo able to 
fupport the extremities of this fultry climate, with 
«Very humane and tender attention in their power. 
They refifted all the errors and allurements by 
which they were tempted to enter into the fervice 
of the enemy. And when they wore permitted to 
rejoin their officers they exprefted the fincereft fatif- 

faCfion, 
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failion, and even prefented them with fuch finall 
fums of money as they had been able to fave, for 
their immediate accommodation. 

The Sultan loft no time in leading his victorious 
^troops to the refcue of Mangalore. Hut here he 
met with refiftance rather different from that which 
he had fo eaiily fubdued at the citadel of Bednore. 
Indeed the whole energy of the attack depended 
on his French auxiliaries. By their exertions a 
breach was actually made, when news arrived in 
the camp of a peace being concluded between 
England and France. This event put an imme- 
diate end to the operations of the beliegers. Not 
all the promifes, threats, or the addrefs of the Sul- 
tan, could prevail on the P'rench to aeft in any 
manner againft the Englifh, or even to continue 
longer in his camp. The confequence was ^ 
ceffation of hoiulities on both fides. A mean 
attempt after this was made to flarve our ^arri-* 
fon into a furrender. But they were feafonably re- 
lieved by General Macleod, v/ho. appearing on the 
coaft with a ftrong reinforcement, obliged the 
enemy to afford them a fupply. No military oper- 
ation of any conlequence took place after this in 
thefe parts. And in the following year a peace 
was concluded between the Company and the Sul- 
tan, in which the conquefts on both Tides were re- 
ftored, and the peace of India eftablilEed. 

The war which contirtued in the Carnatic, not- 
withftanding the abfence of the Sultan, was chiefly 
between the French andEnglilli. Sir Eyre Coote, 
who had gone to Bengal for the. recovery of his 
K k health. 
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health, returned as foon as he fouftd his ftrength 
in fome degree repaired, and brought with him ten 
lacks of rupees. The Refolut on, which carried 
him, was very clofely purfued during the paffage, 
by two French fhips of the line. The generaFs^ 
anxiety for the confequence, as the public were fo 
deeply interefted, kept him conftantly on the deck 
during the chafe. The (hip and treafure efcaped, 
but the general only furvived his arrival two days. 
His lofs to the Company and his country was irre- 
parable. Whatever might have been his imperfec- 
tions in other refpeds, as a profediohal man h# 
had few equals. He had more military fcience and 
prafttce perhaps, than any other general of his time. 
lAnd it will be long remembered to his honour, as 
an eubgy to which he was well entitled, that, when 
our affairs on that fide of India had become dcf- 
pcrate, his prefencc reftored the confidence of a 
difpiritcd army : He was the terror of the moft for- 
midable advcrfary we ever had in that part of tite 
world, and literally the faviour of the Camadc. 

General Stuart^ who had fuccecded to the com- 
mand in the abfehee of Sir Eyre Coote, was, on 
his death, continued in that fituation. And the 
aftion in which his alxlities Were moft diftinguifhed 
happened at Cuddalbre.. I'he French^ whom it 
was now an objei^ to drive from the Carnatic, 
were ftrohgly fortified in this place. In an at- 
tempt to carry the out-pofts of this fortrels, a moft 
bloody and defperate conflid enfued, in which the 
Itit^ek and defence contuiiiled to ragis with eqtkal 
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fiercetiefft and obftinacy foi: folni^ time* Otft 
%robp$^ however, 4\jcceLded in the enterprift. 
The killed, wounded, end miffing, including the 
native troops, were not much (hott of a thoufand 
men. Of the French, not^ithftanding their co- 
ver, and the ftrength ef their works, forty**twi> 
officers, and li* hundred of their heft troops, were 
killed or wounded. 

This fevere battle was fought on the thirteenth 
of June 5 and on the twentieth of the fame month 
5 ir Edward Hughes and Suffrein met once more, 
for the fifth and laft time, as enemies In the Indiah. 
fcas. The Engliffi, in their turn, had a fuperi- 
ority of force, and oppofed fevehteen fliips to 
only fifteen of the enemy 5 but their crews had 
been greatly debilitated by ficknefs. A prodi- 
gious cannonade was kept up, from a few minutes 
paft four till feven o’clock in the evening, without 
interoliffion. The enemy then hauled off, as they 
had kept a cautious difiance through the whole en- 
gagement. On the morning they were wholly out 
of fight, and difeovered the day after at anchor, 
in the road off Pondichetrj. Here Sir Edward 
dared them the whole of this day, but was imme^ 
diately obliged to put into Madras for frefh water. 
And Suffrein took that opportunity of returning to 
Cuddalore, where he landed two thoufand and four 
hundred of his own men, to affift DeJBufly in the 
defence of that valuable place. ^ 

The befieged, from this and feyeral other cir- 
cumftances, became fo confident of their ftrength^ 
Kk 4 that 
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that they determined to attempt our Entrenchments. 
And our army was not, at that time, in the bell 
condition for fuftaining fuch an onfet. The en- 
forcements, which the general had ordered from 
Madras, had not yet arrived. Nor was Colonel ^ 
Fullarton returned from an expedition on which he 
had been fentin the Coimbatour country. Sir Ed- 
ward Hughes had departed, and the enemy's fleet 
were at anchor in the road. Under all thefe dif- 
couraging circumflances, and notwithflanding the 
force deflined for the furprife of the Englifli con- 
flfled of the flower of the French army, and were 
led to the attack by fome of their mofl approved 
officers, they were received in a manner but little 
cxpe(fled. The a(f\ion commenced, on the part of 
the French, at three o'clock in the morning, when 
they endeavoured to furprife our troops. I'hey 
had, on the flrft attack, fuch an advantage only as 
could be expe(fled againft men not regularly pre- 
pared to receive them. The aflhilants, however, 
foon found themfelves on hoflile ground. I'he 
Englifh armed in a moment, and fpeedily re- 
venged the infult. Not contented with maintain- 
ing their pofls, they drove the enemy from the in- 
trenchmenis, and puflied them fo hard on every 
fivle, that a complete route inflantly took place. 
The Chevalier de Damas, who headed the party, 
feveral officers, and about one hundred and fifty 
men, were taken prifoners. Our lofs was inconfi- 
derat The fepoys who fought, and even foiled 

fume 
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fome of the beft troops of France, with the bay- 
onet, fulfered moft. 

Soon after this fally, information was received 
at Cuddalore, from Lord Macartney and Sir Ed- 
ward Hughes, that peace was re-eftablifhed be- 
tween the French and Engliih in Europe. All 
further hoftilities between the two armies imme- 
diately ceafed, and the prifoners of each were 
mutually exhanged. 


THE END, 
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